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AN ESSAY
ON KANT

\ & Founder of the Critical

Philosophy.

BY L. R. MACDONALD

——— e

Kant’s Contribution to Phil-
osophy and the World
of Thought.

«His works have exercised such in-
fluence upon European thought, that in
the estimation of the best historieal
jédges. they niay be placed on a level
with the great events of the French
Revolution as the most impor:snt fac-
tors in determining the chsrateristic
features of the pineteenth century cui-
ture.” _uch are the words by which

. the Eneyelop: lia Britannica opzns the

biography of Immanuel Kant. It has
occasionally fallen to the lot of one
man to influence greatly, perhaps to
ehange entirely the thought or the in-
stiturions of his time. But ic is never
to tbe man’s genius alone that this is
due. It will be fcund that the aZe was
ready to receive his message. One
certury earlier or one later his Wwork
would have been a comparative,
perhaps. a total failure.

The mystics of the previous cen-
tury DesCartes and Spinoza. were now
forgotten. Pascal xund Malebranche
were laid aside. Even Leibnitz’s work
was obscured and misunderstcod. The
empiricist was on a throne. Locke’s
argument that all ideas of the mind are

. the product of experience, either simple

sensalions or reflections upon sense
phenomena, had made the pendulum of
speculative thuught swing to the oppo-
site extreme. Hume, taking Locke’s
eonciusions as his own premises, witk
merciless logic proved causality a simple
order of succcess in the inuer life, a
mere series of chance experiences, and

the moral law a feeling in the mind of]

the sympathetic subject. Voltaire, the
apostle of the new era ia France, which
by a strange anomaly was called the
period of Illuminationism,had taken the
physics of Newton and the philosophy
Locke and perverted them to suit his
own sensual and skeptieal purposes.
Condiliac reached the extreme point of
empiricism, when he made the famous
sia‘ue obtain all the knowledge and
feelings which we possess, by the mere
opening up of one sease after another.
It was time for the pendulum to swing
back.

Am: ter mind whose conceptions
were to rovolutionizs human thought
led the way. Criticism was to reveai
both to empiricism and dogmatism the
unwarran‘able ralure o1 iheir as-
sumpti - and hoidthe b:lance true
betaeen them. It was Kant, who ex-
piorisg the recesses of the hum+*n mind
as with a l'ighied candle, discoverad 10
man the limitations of his inteliectual
facalties aad the boundary of his
knowledga.

This great philosepher, was born at
Keonisgberg in 1724 aad is believea
never 10 have iravelled mere than fort)
miles from his native 1own. Here he
was educated, here he taught and here
he died at a good round age in 1804
Recoiling from the theological studies
to which his parents wished him to
devote himse f, he turned his attention
to Janguayes, Mathematics and Physics.
An objection urged againost scme men
of his class, that they line above the
world of fact and experience in the
aerial region of abstract taought, czn.
Dot in any measure be urged against
bim. He was interested inall fields of
buman research. Especially had he a

physical scierce. It was he, and not
i.a Place who was the author of the
theory since called the Nebular Hypothe-
The ether as the underlying sub-
~iance of heat aud light was the subject
ot his inangural dissertation in 1755.

After many years of weary waiting
Kant became professor of logic and
metaphysics in the University ot Konig-
sherg. Siowly his philosophical medita-
tions began to assume the form of that
system wkich has made his pame im-
mortal. His University now shares his
fame. When the ciizens of Konigs-
berg saw the philosopher step out of
Iis dcer each afterroon at exactly half
part fcur and walk up and down the
lime t:ee avenue eight times in suec-
cession, never more,never less, at every
season and in all weathers, not less
puanctual in »ll hs rouw’ine of life than
the Cawedral clock, 1f trey had any
idea of the wor:d-upheaviog thcughts
gthering form and coherence in his
miod, tkey might well have bowed
1t reverent'al awe before him.  But
‘o them he was a plain, unpretentious
p:otessor of philcsophy and nothing
mo~e.

11781 appezred his <Crit'que of
l'ure Reasou’ of which all his later
wr:lings are a development.  For six
vea,s this majestic work lay neglected.
Few, if any, realized that a new mine
of intellectual wealth bad been opened
up. The Germans were not then the
philosophers they now are. The etyle
of the book had little to recommend it.
The barbarous terminology in which
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the autbor Jloved to clothe his
ideas made it cumbrous and repul-
tive. He may be considered one
of the worst writers of German

prose that ever published a book, acd
this is saving a great deal in bis diz-
pr-ise. His invelved sen'ences som: -
im s cover a complete page. The
au:bor who could refer. to the soul as
the «-Unconditioned of the Categorical
synthesis in a subject,” and to the uni-
verse as the -«Unccnditioned of the
hypotheticsl synthesis of the members
in a series,” bad bo 1pean power of in-
venting uncouth and preplexing terms.
Bat at last Germany awoke from her
apathy. The philosopher’s reward was
nigh at hard. Schutz and Remhold’s
advocacy of the new system suddenly
wcn for him tributes from the brighest
intellects of his natiye eountry.Lectures
on the transcendentsl philosophy in the
universiti:s, and discussions among tke
literati were the order of the day.
Young men flocked to Konisgberg. In
twenty-five years the ¢-Critique” trans-
formed a people hitherto remarkably
barren in philosophical speculation into
the typical metaphysical race of
Europe. bt

Too long had vain empiricism flauc-
tea its pretensions only 1o epd in skep-
ticism. Too long bhad the irrational
dogmatism-ef a past age tried 10 con-
firm the conclusions of experience by
abstract reasoning. To Kant’s mins
there had been little progress in Mei-
aphysics for three thousand years. He
will go back of all and iostitute a eriti-
‘cism of pure reason itse;f. When the ac-
cepted opinion that the heavenly bodies
meved arcund the earth as a centre
failed to explain the ordinary astrono-
mical phenomena, Copernicus con-
ceived the bold plan of making every-
thing, the earth incinded, revolve about
the sun. When the two conceived
opinions that truth was innate, oz the
one hand and on the other, that it was
wholly of sense origio, botn failed to
satisfy requirerents, Kant cpanly an-
nouaced the claim that our knowledge
was neitoer innate nor experimental
but transcendental. I: came to us be-
cause we male it.’
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Dont cough
and irritate your lungs
and also your friends

Dr. Harvey's Southern

RED PINE
Relieves instantly.
2sc. everywhere.
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We have a few
I1b flat cans still
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PAGKER - NOICE

hundred cases } b flat and

unsold., A uick. Cans
eomplete and thorough mastery of | guaranteed, also lining lzxdp sol ler.
1138 wif G. 1. LONGWORTH & CO.
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'Spring Trade

The time has come when ydu should look * up -your

bhow you are fixed for :pring war.

“In the event of you deciding to mvest in & suit or

overcoat, et:., act
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3. B. MacDonald & Go,

A Magnificent Showing of

LADIES’ WHITE SHIRT WAISTS

Ladies’ White Lawn,Muslin or Pique Shirt Waists
and Skirts are the most fashionable garments for
hot weather wear, brand new styles, fresh and coo:

looking. Dainty, tasteful and economically priced.—
JAS. PATON & CO. '

ekl sk sk
seventy-Five Dozen Femcy Shirt Waists.

All new patterns and latest shades,plaited fronts,detach-
able collars and laundered cuffs,very special 35,50,65, 75, 95,
$1.05 1.15, 1.25 and 1.50
Seventeen Dozen WHITE and BLACK Muslins
Cambricand Sateen Shirt waists, extra special large sizes 38
40, and 44 Busts,Collars 14,14 and 15. No extra charge for
large sizes.

Silk Blouses-highest novelties in Black and other fancy
colors ouly a few left trom $4 50.

Ladies if you look over this list of items you will pe sat-
isfied of their bargain power,if you visit our store this month
or during the month of JUNE.the month ¢f BRIDES and
ROSES, you will be satisfied of your keenest expectancy

that the greatest money’s worth in desirable silks and blouses
are to be found in our store.

SILKS, SILKS, SILKS.

. You will be surprised to see what splendid values ot
silks (BLOUSE SILK) 40 cents will buy. Among them
these choice novelty silks including Carmell Stripes, swiss

Stripes,;Bayadere fancies, Taffeta,Heavy rustling kind¥rench
Brocades. =

Jas. Paton & Co.

Mens and Boys’ Clothing.

TISNT
ORDINARY

«

.. Values that we wish
call and see,
look at cur

you to
when we ask you to

Men’s

Because ordinary values you can
see anywhere but it’s a saviug of
at least 35

chase.

How can we do this ? .

The reason is we bought the
goods that much less at the Doull
& Gibson great retiring sale and
to give our customers the . benefit
of the low prices paid for the
goods.

We always make it a rale

when we buy at a bargain we sell
Worth 35 per cent more. at a bargain.
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LEADERS IN LOW PRIES.
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LANT
We manufacture complete Fertilizer used in preparation—
Drieda :Blo% Bone Meal
and Tanlzage.
accumulated in killing of hogs, combined with

Pthshsalh and uﬂ Soda

suppyling the crop in_snitable rtion, - association
form, With ,the Pla,n_t FOOd it reqﬁg‘)o 7 1 and

Mch 28—2aw& w4mo

HENRY B. LORDL,

/B & M. RATTENBURY, Giom |
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To Fit?

‘Suits  Ready-fo-wear Clothing |

per cent on you pur-|;

from Upper Quean Street to
% 1 Walter Burrow’s old stand

THE WORLD OF SPORT.

Butler Brothers to Race in Canada—Kearss
and Commolly Matched.

Tom Eck received a letter at Mon-
treal Tuesday from the thre: Butler
brothers, of Bston, Nat, Tom and
Frank, stating that Tom and his broth-
ers would ride a single paced race of
on: mile,with a time limit of 1.50 on the
heat, this race tc be batween Tom But-
ler and Angus McLeod ; Natand Frank
Batler would ride one mile tandem
against McLeod -and McCarthy, and
tne three brothers would ride McLeod
McCarthy and Boake a one mile triplet
race ; all races to be flying starte.
Batler states in his letter that the
Queen’s Park associstion should put up
& purss of $1.000 for thix race, and
when tha letter was shown to Mr. Daa-
duraud he said he would eall a bLoird
committee to consid-r this proposition
Oor a gate percentnge,

—————— et
THE CHARLOTTETOWN MAILS

The mails close nt the' Chartotte
town Post Officelas’ follows
(Local Time).
For points west (with connections) to
Summerside and Tignish on line of
railway, 7.30 a.m.and also at 3 40 p.m,
with p.m. connections to North Tryon,
Tryon, Crapaud. Viectoria. Carleton,
North Carleton and Searletown.

For points east (with conoections) to
Souris and Georgetown on line of rai .
way, 3.00 p.m. ’

For Courier route te Southport and all
points theuce to Belfast, 6.1% a.m.

For Courier route to North River and
all points thence to Victoria, Tuesday,
Thursdvy nd Saturday, 6.15 a.m.

For United States, New Rrunswick,
Oatario, Quebec Nova Scotia, and the
Northwest, 8.30 p. m.

For Great Britain, Friday, 10 p.m.

Leiters are collected from street

ter boxes of 6 a.m., 2 p.m.and 8
. :
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Can't get
A Corset

Go down to your dry'f
goods dealer and ask to
see hu line of

P. C. Corsets

Then,it is only a matter
of choosing.

We mske corsets to fit
everybody. A
We make corsets to fit
you. , <
Just a matter of choos-
ing the styio thay fits
your figure. '
Your dealer h s it.

PRRISIAN CORSET Go. §iReady for 33
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g W The undersigned, hav

’Pure Gold Jellyi TR

June 1, 1899, 2w ent

No' lh‘ ?é' g . -

\ ({f Laundry on Kent
’Illl from the Finest Quality of = | A latest improved
((f(, now
1/\‘\\ done in first-class style
W2 EZA trial order solicite

Galves’ Foot Jelly.
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_ Fhave rémoved my livery business |
tbsamhw ;

G.E.ImMar ™ I Street where I will be pleased

NRYR. LORDLYECE LRy | TOLRT Sy o i
 AM.CanlScc.CEB. | T ing to meet asin the past & fair shs:
nell Uniyemmice 9® of Civil Engineering’ Cor on | of patronage in my line. |
onsulting Enginecr for Genaral Wotk, Spec “ GEORGE ESSERY.
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