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AN ARMY WITHIN 20 MILES OF VYAZMA

SUNK RECENTLY
IN MEDITERRANEAN

Canadian Corvette Sunk With Loss

pnl Csnadian Navy Press Release

OTTAWA, March $— 8inking of
e Canacian corvette H.M.C.S.
Wyburn in  the Mediterranean,
yith the loss of seven lives, was
amnounced with regret last night by
the Hon, Angus L. Macdona.d, min-
ger of National Defence for Naval

In addition, Mr. Macdonald said,
| five naval ratin%s are at military
hapital in G'praltar listed as “dan-
uly injured” and one “serious-
_wnjured.” More than 50 of the
gew survived the sinking
| Fist reports intimated
sip had struck a mine
Gloralter area.  Later,
Aled planes reported
ghnarine in the vicinity of

that the
in the
however,
spotting a
the

HM.C8. Weyburn was the sec-
od Canadian corvette lost in the
Medlterranean  in the past month
wy the twelfth Canadian ship cas-

OfSeven Lives; Two Island Seamen
Among Survivors.

ualty of the war to date. Ita loss
evened the score with enemy sub-

(Two Prince Edward Island-
ers, Able Seamen Thomas Alex-
ander Clair, Montague, and
Horace Richard Beck, Murray
Harbour, are among the surviv-
ors’' of the Weyburn. No Island
names are mentioned in the
casualty list.)

marines at two apiece.
Lieut.-Commander Thomas Mait-
land Wake Golby, R.C.N.R, of
Cadboro Bay P.O, Victoria, officer
commanding the corvette, is listed
as “missing, presumed killed”. So
also is Sub-Lieutenant Wilfred
Bark, R C.N.V.R,, of Montreal.
Of the five ratings lost, one Stok-
er Maurice Arthur Savoie. R.C N.
V.R., of Charlo Restigouche, N.B.,
Kapuskasing and Toronto was re-
ported to have died in military hos-

(Continued on page 8, Col §)

 Six Attacks
By Rommel

Are Repulsed

Allies Make Local Gains In North;
Enemy Has Heavy Losses.

By Harold V. Boyle, Associated Press Staff Writer

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, NORTH AFRICA, March 8—(AP)—The
@lal by the British 8th army of a series of six assaults by Marshal
1l in Southern Tunisia and the recapture by the Allies of the in-
Mistive in the northern sector, where several local gains were made, were

announced today.

el's first serlous attacks against Gen, Sir Bernard L. Mont-

gomery’s veterans in front of the Axis-held Mareth line had been broken
vith considerable losses for him — the Allied communique anounced
that in actions of Saturday 33 enemy tanks were destroyed without loss
ol asingle British tank and by yesterday afternoon both his tanks and

::l'l:; n'eml been forced to retreat to the north and northwest of
m'l‘,lound one is over,” said an Allied military informant, “and round

»_ won by the 8th_army.”

The small advances made by the
Allies in the north were not des-
cribed in detail by the Allied com-

Mack Jap
River Shipping

mand.
In the central sector only patrol
activity was reported. It was

learned that in this area American
patrols in two sorties had captured
95 Italians about 20 miles west of
Gafsa. At Pichon however, other
American patrols wittxdrew to the
west to avoid heavy Axis fire from
the hills north and south of the
town.
French forces were reported in
& Prench communique breadcast by
the Algiers radio and recorded by
the Assciiated Press to have oc-
cupied the town of Redeyef, above
the Chott Rarsa 12 miles east of
the Algerian frontier and about 30
miles west of Gafsa.
Heavy Allled air action continu-
ed. Aside from participating
strongly in the attacks that drove

= ]
(Continued on Page 8, Col 2)
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MﬂBW DELHI, March 8—(CP)—
Alied air attacks against Japanese
o Iver shipping, a bridge and other
installetions were reported today.
Toe Japanese were sald to have
0% over the Rathedaung area,
Miles northwest of their base at
Akyab,
n{l' A. F. Blenheims made & sharp
“ﬂAek yesterday on the enemy hase
b g st e yo)
‘further damage was
:;Jg:dl by fighter escorts which
e th«wz-level attacks before and
] e bombings,” a British com-
oy que said, Other R. A. F. fight-
llhcn\’ﬂed out offensive. patrols in
Akyab area and one was lost.

Bomb Key
Rail Points
In France

Daylight?tiacks Pro-
bably Followed Up
At Night,

LONDON, March § —(CP)—
Waves of R.AF. heavy bombers
roared across the straits of
Dover to the continent for an
hour tonight, and soon after-
ward Axis radio stationg went
off the air.

The R.A.F. attacks tonight
followed a two-night lull in

the poundings of the Axig war
machine in Europe.
LONDON, March 8—(CP) —

American heavy bombers, escort-
ed by Canadian and British fight-
ers renewed the offensive against
Germany's U-boat menace by day-
light today by hammering the key
French railway points of Rennes
and Rouen and shooting down more
than a score of enemy fighter
planes in the first concentrated op-
erations by allied air units since
Saturday.

Four bombers and two fighters
were reported missing in the dual
attack, the fifth daylight raid on
the continent by the United States
Army air force in 11 days.

The German version of the ralds
as broadcast by the Berlin radio
was thet the raiders were over
France for 1 1-2 hours and that six
of them, including “four-engined
bombers,” were shot down.

Danish radio stations went off
the air shortlv before 10 p.m. sug-
gesting that R.A.F. night bombers
had taken up the offensive where
the daylight raiders left off. The’
German Deutscl.landsender went.
off the air at 10:20 p.m.

Rennes is an important submar-
ine supply centre and junction on
the rallroad lines running to Hit-
Isr's U-boat bases at Lorient, St.
Nagaire and Brest, as well as to
the port of Cherbourg. Rouen is
1-cated 120 miles northeast of Ren-
nes and is on the main line
tween Paris and Le Havre

A communique issued jointly by
U. 8, Army Air Force headquart-
ers ahd the Air Ministry said the
bombers attacked Rennes ‘‘suc-
cessfully” despite strong enemy op-
nosition and overcame “very strong”
fighter opposition to bomb their
objectives at Rouen.

Weather conditions w- ‘e described
as “very pood” over both targets,
but the communiaue said the en-

(Continued on page 6. Col 8)

Heaﬁﬂate
In Commons
Yesterday

By C. R. Blackburn
Canadian Press Staff Writer
OTTAWA, March 8 —(CP)—Dur-
ing a heated debate in the House
of Commons this afternoon Prime
Minister Mackenzie King declared
that he would support demand for
an investigation by any member
who wou'd make, on his own 1e-
sponsibility, any charges of govern-

ment extravagance.

But, he added, the charges would
have be made by the member
and not merely on the basis of
published reports of allegations by
a public officer, allegations which
hed not been proven correct.

Members hotly debated an -
position demand to have the pugﬁc
accounts committee examine all
expenditures up to the end of Feb-
ruary, and call Col. John Thomp-
son, director of government econ-
omy contro'.

Speaker Glen's ruling against ‘the
opposition move to amend Mr.
King’s motion to submit the audi-
tor-general's report for the vear

(Continued on_oazé 8. 0ol &)

Goming Events | Two Mining

Groups

Reject Proposed Strike

-0
u;;ﬁf‘;vshg‘;mdly. Free Sound

nd 3-8-2.|  Represent One-Fifth Of 10,000 Nova Scotia Miners
h:mwa;}m{ Involved In Move I'*‘or More Butter.

GLACE BAY, NS, March 8 —
(QP)—Two of the largest United
Mine Workers of America locals in
Nova Scotia — Phalen and Victory
locals here—tonight rejected a
propasal that operations be sus-

in 10 Cape Breton collieries
undu{ unless the miners receive
more butter and other commoditles.

The posed strike was recom-
mended by a conference of dele-
gates from the 13 locals, held here
Lm:dny. The locals have a com-

ned membership of about 10,000

men.

Though turning down the strike
suggestion, Victory local recom-
mended that a member of the UM.
W. district exeoutive go to Ottawa
to press the men's request for more
fo..! supplies.

The two Glace Bay union branch-
es were amor':g.nevenl in the Cape
Breton area that held special meet~
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ings tonight to deal with the Sun-
day proposal. Action of the other
lodals was not announced tonight.

The mines covered by the strike
recommendation are in the Glace
Bag, New Waterford and North
Sydney areas. Previously, represent.
ations regarding asserted insuffici-
ency of the butter ration for min-
ers had been made to the Prices
Board from all three areas.

On § , Donald Gordon
prices Board chairman, ule%:nphed
the U.M W.'s Florence local that the
butter ration could not be increas-
ed for miners, adding: “"Many other
workerg In hazardous occupattor
are in same position and we coul"
not diseriminate In favor of th
miners without being obliged to
meet other situations, which we
cannot undertake in view of short

supply.

U

fleavy Allied Air Offensive Is Kenewed
HM.C.S. WEYBURN

(Beginning today the daily column
will be written by Glenn Babb, whose byline over amalytical articles and
foreign news stories has long appeared in Canadian 'Press and As-

“Interpreting The War News”

Press Kirke Si who had written the
Column since the beginning of the war, has been agsigned by the As-
sociated Press to other duties on the Washington news fronts.)

By Glenn Babb, Asseciated Press Staff Analyst

Rommel and Von Arnim, fighting primarily to disrupt the Casab-
lanca schedule for thelr destruction as a preliminary to Invasion of
Europe, have struck three times in the last thrce weeks against the Al-
lied lines in Tunisia,

In the first two assaults, in the centre and north, they gained both
territory and time. The territory was of little permanent value ana much
of it al d dy has been abandoned, But the time they gained cannot be
recovered,

LI I . 3
In the third and weightiest blow, at the southern end of the front,
Rommel appears to have won neither. The fury of his attack and the
completeness of his fAilure suggest two things; that he knew his op-
ponent rapidly was completing preparations for the big drive and wanted
to knock him off balance; that his opponent was fully ready for him,
stopped him cold and still is in position to pass swiftly to the offensive.
The fighting of the last threc weeks leaves Rommel’s situation fun-
dementally unchanged. He still is the commander of a beleaguered fort-
ress who has no real hope that the siege can be lifted. His mission is to
survive as long as possible and give his master across the Mediterranean
a few more precious weeks to put armor on what the Allies have been
fondly calling the soft underside of Europe.

» s
Inasmuch as time has been‘ galn‘ed for these undertakings Rommel
and his colleague scored a measure of success in their thrusts against
the American troops in central Tunisia and the British forces near the
coast in the north. But his repulse by Mont ts that R 1
has achieved all he could hope for from his tactics of surprise sorties.
The week-end sortie from the Mareth line was a costly failure. The com-
parative ease with which it was held, then thrown back with heavy Axis
losses, indicates that Montg y had fully taken the measure of his
old adversary, just as he did in Egypt. The week-end's developments leave
the British commander in better situation than ever for the big push
that can not be much longer delayed and which may equal the thrust
of El Alamein in its crushing power and far-: hil strategical r

Weyburn One Of. Most
Gallant Escort Ships

Rescued Nearly 200 Merchant Seamen; Believed
To Have Sunk Enemy U-Boats. ,

Zurich Has
Raid Alert

LONDON, March 9—(Tues-
day)—(CP)—Zurich, Switzer-
land, had an air raid alert at
11:30 last night, Reuters News
Agency reported early today.

By STANLEY MANTROP
Canadian Press Staff Writer
RON' arch 8 —(CP)—
loss of the Canadian corvette Wey-
burn, announced by naval head-
quarters today, brought to a close
the career of one of Canada’s most
gallant little escort ships.
Commlissioned nearly two years
ago at a Great Lakes shipyard, the
Weyburn covered herself with
glory before she sailed with other
Canadian ships to take part in the
North African caMpaign.
Nearly 230 mMerchant mariners
owe their lives to the Weyburn's
intrepid crew and more than one
enemy U-boat ended her days un-
der the bursting depth charges of

House Applauds

this little escort ship during sub-
marine attacks on United Nations
shipping in he 8t. Lawrence River
and off the Canadian east coast.
Shortly before the Weyburn
sailed on her last convoy trip,
crewmen told of her adventures at
sea—how she had added the rescue
of merchant seaMen to her regular
convoy duties. .

They told of the gallantry of her
officers during the rescue of 48
sailors from a helpless United Na-
tions freighter who had all but

~Continted on page 6, Col 6)

Will Be Secret
Session Shortly

OTTAWA, May 8—(CP)—Prime
Minister MacKenzie King told the
House of Commons this afternoon
there will be a secret sitting of the
House shortly to discuss matters
concerning the war. _

As Messages Read

OTTAWA, March 8 — (CP) —
Members of the House of Com-
mons applauded today when Prime
Minister Mackenzie King read
messages received from Prime Min-
ister Winston Churchill and Pre-
sident Franklin Roosevelt in reply

to messages he sent them ast
Thursday.
Mr. King's . messages expressed

the gratitude of Canadians at the
Frecovery of both leaders from their
recent _illnesses, and particularly
congratulating President }’mosevelt
on completing 10 vears as Presid-
ent of the United States.
Mr. King observed today that
Mr. Churchill's message had been
made available to the Associated
Press in London yesterday and sald
he had withheld it at this end to
make it available first to the
House, as in the case of reply from
President Roosevelt.

The President’s message said Mr.
King's reference to recent successes
of United Nations' arms “strikes a
rophetic note” and declared that

He sald the d was T
at a discussion he had with party
leaders and s date would be fixed
Ia

ter.
The House of CommMons held its
first and only secret session of the

“in this year above all" there
would be unfaltering support for
Allled forces all over the world.

Mr. Churchill's message referred

war last summer.
— e azaz

surp ud_by none.”

"SALAL

A”

to Canada’s war effort as “a record |

Wave Of Unrest
Sweeping France

LONDON, March 8 —(CP)— A
battle in the streets of Paris be-
tween German sentries and French
patriots, the killing of 23 German
officers by guerillas at Lille and
four —attacks on Nazi-oocupied
buildings during the last three
days were reported tonight by the
Fighting French.

A wave of unrest was reported
sweeping France as the Gestapo
and- Vichy police attempted to
round up 400,000 French workers
to fulfil Chief of Government
Pierre Laval's promises to Hitler.

Conservative
Conference At
OttawaThisWeek

OTTAWA, March 8 —(CP)—Im-
portant discussions on the organi-
zation of the Progressive Conserva-
tive Party under the leadership of
Johin Bracken are to take place
this week when Conservatives from
all parts of Canada gather in Ot-
tawa.

They will attend the first meet-
ing of the reconstituted Dominion
Conservative Association since the
Winnipeg convention of last De-
cember which selected Mr. Brack-
en as leader and changed the par-
ty name from *‘National Conserva-
tive” to Progressive Conservative.”
The meeting will take place March
12 and 13.

While technically the organiza-
tion is still called “Dominion Con-
servative Association,” officlals ex-
pect its meeting will follow the de-
cision madg~ at the party conven-
tion and endorse a change in naMe

to “Deminion Proeressive  Conser-
vative Association” or some similar
tit1s”

The association. under the con-
stitution laid down fer it at Win-

nipeg, concists of the leader of the
party,  Mr. Bracken: Provincial
Conservative leaders, the Nominion

chairman in charge of organiza-
tlon, one official orzanizer from
cach province, presidents of pro-
vineial associntions. presidents and
secretaries of voung Con<ervatives
and women's Conservative organi-
7ation<. a  numher of renresenta-
tives frem each nrovinee and nine
renresentatives of the ParliaMen-
tary caucus. at least two of whom
are to be Senators.

Jap Airpower
Growing In
South Pacific

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN
AUSTRALIA, March 9—(Tuesday)
—(AP)— A strong force of Japanese

| while in land fighting 92 survivors | tioning of clvilian travel on Cana-

|

bombers sank a small Allied mer=
chantman at Oro Bay on New Gui-
nea yesterday, emphasizing official
warnings that Japanese airpower is
growing in the southwest Pacific,

of the enemy convoy smashed in the
Bismarck Sea have been Kkilled or
captured on New Guinea and Good-
enough Islands, the Allled high
command reported today.

Nine bombers escorted by 13 Zeroi ’

swept over the little village south ol

Buna on the New Guinea Coast in | jties must be given to
broad daylight to send the €argo | form so they can see their relatives
| while on leave, Mr

vessel to the bottom.

A spokesman for Gen, Douglas
MacArthur, commenting on publish-
ed reports from the United States
hailing the heavy superiority of Al-
lied airmen in this area as a result
of the Bismarck Sea battle, warned
that the enemy air force should not
be under-estimated.

“Japanese air forces are increas-
ing in strength here notwithstand-
ing past losses and defeats. His
planes are good and so far are his
fliers. Any disparaging discount of
rect but dangerous.”

Fifty-five Japanése survivors of
the disaster in the Bismarck Sea
drifted ashore between Longani and
Wanigela, two small native villages
south of Buna, New Guinea,

All were killed or
communique said, _

captured, the

|

Fate Of Big
German Base

Seen Sealed

8,000 Enemy Troops Killed In Two-
Day Battle; 310 Tanks And 22
Locomotives Captured.

LONDON, March 8—(CP)—Forging a ring of
encirclement around the German base of Vyazma,

I'the Russians tonight announced the capture of the

rail town of Sychevka after a stubborn battle of
two days in which 8,000 of the enemy fell dead be-
fore a furious Red Army onslaught.

Latest reports to London indicated the Red
Army had pushed to within 20 miles of Vyazma
from the direction of captured Gzhatsk, which is
35 miles to the northwest. Military observers said
the Russians appeared to have already sealed the
fate of Vyazma.

The town lies 3 miles norta of
Vyazma and the same . distance
south of recaptured Rzhev on 4
railway linking those two cities which
for many months had been strong-
points in the German positions be-
fore Moscow, now crumbling away.

The booty was impressive and
the list belled an earlier German
assertion that Sychevka had been
evacuated without opposition in ac-
cordance with German plans for
shertening  their lines.

A special communique, broadcast
Monday night by the Moscow radio
and recorded here by the Soviet
Monitor, said the material captured
included 310 tanks, 22 railway loco-
motives, 40 guns, eight planes, 250
machine-guns and 216 railway, cars
»nd fuei cars.

Advances by two columns swing-
ing down upon Vyazma were re-
ported in the midnight communi-
que, hourly increasing the peril to
Vyazma,

Ag to Timoshenko’s northwestern
front, the midnight communique
reported that a Soviet guard unit
captured strongly fortified enemy
positions, wiping out a battalion of
German infantry in one engage-
ment.

But the greatest danger for the
Germans appeared to lie at the
moment on the central front.

Farther south in the mud bogs
of the Donets Basin, a furious tank
battle was reported raging in the
region southwest of Voroschilov-
grad, where the Germans have
claimed recent successes.

Plane LanE;
On Drift lce
Off Souris

MONTREAL, March 8--(CP)
~—The Royal Air Force Ferty
Command announced tonight
that a twin-engined plane had
made a successful forced land-
ing on an ice floe half a mile
off Souris, P.E.L, without in-
jury to her three-man crew.

The plane reported herself in
trouble and then her radio went
dead. Hastily-organized search
parties arrived at the water's
edge in time to see the three
crew - members nonchalantly
heading shoreward.  over the
ice. The plane suffered only a
slightly damaged undercarriage.

Crew members, their home
town unknown, were PO. B.B.
Janas, a Pole, Sgt. H, Corcor-
an, a Canadian, and Radio Of-
ficer S.N. Bowlin, an American.

Presbyterian Minister
Begins Maritime Tour

SAINT JOHN, N B.. Ms
(CP)— Starting a Mar
the interest of a campaign to raise

Would Ration
(Civilian Travel

|  OTTAWA, March 8—(OP)—Ra-
dian railways was urged in the
House of Comimons today by Jos-
eph Harris (Prog. Con. Toronto
i Danforth), speaki: in the budget
critic for his

| debate a&s financl
varty.
Priority in railway travel facili-

those in uni-

Harris said. In
freight transit, right-of-way must
e given to essential services and
food supplies, with curtailment of
he transvort of non-essentials.

Althou~h the budget made pro-
vision for expenditures on a scale
never before known, Mr. Harris
said, the Canadian pecple were
capable of greate; aeci. ’einents

TO ADOPT BOY, GIRL

HOLLYWOOD, March 8 —(AP)—
Mary Pickford, Toronto-born star of |
the silent screen, said today ghe and
her husband, Lieut. Charles
(Buddy) Rogers, have taken legal
steps to adopt a six-year-old boy
and take guardianship over six-
months-old_girl.

Openiﬁg Yesterday
Of The Legislature

Anf‘ndments “designed to Im-
prove still further the enforce-
ment of the Prohibition Act” was
the only legislation specifically
forecast in the Speech from the
Throne delivered by His Honour
Lieutenant Governor B.W. LePage
in opening the fourth session of
the 44th General Assembly of the
Province yesterday.

Military display was dispensed
with at the opening which took
place at 3 p.m. After the customary
formal proceedings the House ad-
jaurned to meet at 3 p.m. today.

Before the arrival of the Lieuten-
ant Governor and party yesterday,
the Speaker, Mr. W .F. Allan Stew-
art, took the chair and acquainted
the House with the communication
received from His Honour's private
secretary.

On motion of Premier Campbell,
seconded by Hon, Mr. McGuigan,

Lieut, Col Allan Macleod was ap-
pointed Sergeant-at-Arms.

Mr. Speaker then left the Chair.

His Honour the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, having entered the Assembly
C! amber and taken his seat on the
Throne, was pleased to n the
sessfon with the Speech, which ap-
pears in full in today's issue.

His Honour was accompanied by
his aides-de-camp Lt, Col. C, J.
Stewart, Major O, W. Campbell, Lt
Commander M.G. McCarthy, R.C.N,
V.R, and by his Private Secretary,
Mr. Bruce Wonnacott, Brigadier
D. A. White, D.S.O., Halifax, offi-
cer commanding M. D. No. 6 and
Capt., F.W. Hyndman, Halifax;
also Sub. Lieut. R.J. Morse and
Sub.-Lieut. H.C. Trotter of the R.C,
N.V.R.: Major A. S Robertson and
Lieut, J.W. Bell from No. 62 C. A.

half a million dollars for the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada, Rev.
Dr. J.G. Inkster, Toronto, preached
in two Saint John churches v bs
day. The purpose of the fund
place the church on a sound

fin-

Lancial basis and take a proper place

in leadership the
world.

Dr. Inkster will leave tomorrow
for Halifax and will also visit Svd-
ney, New Glasgow, Pictou. Truro,

in post-war

Sackville, Summerside, Charlotte-
town, Bathurst, Dalhousie and
Campbellton.

MANY A

* HAND HOLDER®

HAS TROUBLE

HOLDING A
JoB —:

High tide this afternoon at 209
and tomorrow morning at 231

Sun sets this evening at 6.58 and
rises tomorrow morning at 7.23.

Pirst quarter moon March 18,
3$.30 pm.

Summerside tide 18 minutes labe
er than Charlottetown,

Summerside tide 18 minutes later
than Charlottetown.
CAR FERRY SERVICE
DAILY EXCEPT SUNUAY
m Borden—Leave 9.05
1140 am. 2.00 p.m., 430 pm.

m..
pm" Cape Tormentine — 10.30

a.m 115 p.m 3.05 pm, 545 p.m
8.15 p.m.
DATLY AYR SERVICE

(EXCEPT SUNDAY)
Charlottetown Summerside-

Moncton
Leave Charlottetown 830 a. m.
30 p. m, 4.30 p. m

12, 3 . m,
Arrre Charlottetown 1 p m.
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