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iles, St. John is 481 miles and Halifax is 841 miles. These fig-
and the transportation difficulties they cregte for the more
t ports are shown by the figures of grain exports during the
vinter of 1923-24 of Canadian grain.

hres

From Portland ,........ ceree0..11,360,841 bus,
FFrom other U. S. ports .......... ..65,673,619 bus.
From StoJohnid bailisg o b 15,201,011 bus.
From Halifax ..... gHbeh coees 241,464 bus

\While during the season of navigation 1923 cut of a total of
bout 120,000,000 bu's‘hels, Mm!treal _shipppd 33,cqc.coo'of. Ameri-
an grnill. NOt.e again’ that _\hls grain is international in its own-
rship and routing. Canadm.n wheat came from the head of the
akes to Buffalo, in an American vessel, and thcncg w .\lontrefnl.
nother lot owned by a New York house came in a Canadian
essel all the way to Mont.real, whence they both were shippe(j to
urope. Competition exists at every step, American, C_anadlans
nd liuropeans competing furw!he business. Regular lines and
amps for the ocean frelgh!s, Canadian and :\merlca]\ vessels for
o lake freights  The Erie canal routes and the St. Lawrence
Ever boats for the traffic from Buffalo to the seaboard. We have
) “out” in the rail distance to our winter ports. We have a
irther difficulty in the fact that this business is a seasonal one.
% have a third difficulty in that it is carried on in a part of the
car unfavorable for railway. traffic, i bl

[t is many years since the first elevators were built in Halifax
1d St. John,  Very low rates have been given to try and get this
ade moving—but with so small a degree of success that the ship-
ent of Canadian grain from the Maritimeés is still an object from
hich our people clammor. = On the -other hand, while Vancouver

. for some years an elevator through which butlittle grain
assed, adjustment of rates has turned the tide,” and Vancouver
s risen to be one of the most important ports almost overnight.
) 1021 the grain Sh?p!)cd fron? that port was seven million 1'1.1shels.

1923 over fifty millions.  So prodigious an increase as this was
Sroof that it gave real and valuable access to a new trade route.
e history of grain shipments from our Maritime ports is, we
¢ wgret, very different. ) . !

Are we to capitalize whatever good will the rest of Canada
ay have for us in an effort to get subsidies for the incrt?a.smg ol
i< trade? .~ We think that this is not the best way to utilize that
ood will. The same help would do more in other ways which
e will point out.  This subsidizing would also have certain serious
§hjcctions. It is enough to name two of lhcm.. ()f“’ is ll'mt if
here was an element of compulsion it would give rise to inter-
Bational complications.  As l]us been puinu'(.l_uut all L;m:ld‘l:m

rown grain is not owned by Canadians, and citizens of a foreign
yuntry would be justified in resenting such interference. It is the
hipper, not the carrier, who dctcrmm.cs the route, i

The other is that the people of Canada through' their repre-
entatives  deliberately bought a railway having its tcrminals: in

e U. S. at Chicago and Portland, although it passes through Can-

a from the borders of Michigan to those of Maine. It would

e.gravely hurting the earning powers of our property to hamper

s use of the terminals it was designed to use.  But we propose

s an alternative, to stimulate by preferences trade to our own
rts of goods used in Canada or made here—for example with
¢ West Indies. To urge the establishment of such good connec-

on with British Columbia by the canal and with other Dominions

at there would be no inducement to use as at present New York
fbr so much .of this traffic.” To build up production of goods which
il claim an exportable value. *Such trades are vastly more valu-
ble 10 a port than grain.  We have had prepared by an expert
he relative cost of discharging a cargo of package freight and
§0aing a cargo of grain at St. John, the steamer being the same:

L\'\\'ARDS—

00 tons general cargo at $1.00 per ton, discharged .. ..$6500.00
atching and checking, at joc. ............. A 1050.00

$8450.00

OUTWARDS— ; ;

3,000 bus, heavy grain lining, shifting board, etc. ....$1800.00
G DO O G DT O O IGL 520.00
Bevator charpes; eton 5C. rirmdeninii o s ars o bl sraviee sidee 32500

$2645.00

Three grain cargoes do not leave the money in the port left
one cargo of package freight. We agree with Mr. H’. J. Logan,
that Halifax and St. John must say, “As yet, we've got no
nanas, and we require them.” S :

There does not seem any possibility of escaping the discus-
pn of rail and express rates when dealing with the problems of
e Maritimes.  We are inclined to believe that these prablems
e peculiarly our own. : G

Looking over the Dominion press disabuses us of this view.

he difficulties and complaints are Dominion-wide. The alleged
justices to the West are set forth in a recent issue of S'atwday
ight. A later issue of the Globe contains a long editorial deal-
g with the Crow’s Nest rates and the complexities of the situa-
bn revealed by their reapplication in a situation radically different
om that in which they were first established. ~We in the East
ain have our own inequalities for which we cannot see the justi
ation.  Some examples may be of interest to our readers.

The rate on ‘apples from Vernon to Winnipeg, 1176 miles
$1.13 per 100 Ibs., from Toronto to Winnipeg, 1232 miles, the
€ is 55 cents, : ;

The'rate by express from Okanngan to Calgary, 350 miles, is
140, and from Grimsby to Montreal, 395 miles, the rate is 95 cts
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We are now in a position to handle any
imount of ear repair work and will de.
vote special and expert attention to bat-

i tery charging, repairing and. winter stor.
L age,

We have an up.to-date, completely
cquipped’ shop, including an acetylene
Wwelding plant and our men are thoroughly
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bound to tell.

ity.
erica for flavor.

. Again, for about equal distances the Niagara fruit g;
ships by express to Halifax at a carload rate of $1.50 per 100 Ibs.
while the Okanagan grower pays $2.40 to Winnipeg.

One reads this, and is inclined to say, “Alas, poor West,” bu
we can equal at home these burdensome discriminations.

The Westerner com
of 55¢. for a distance of 1232 miles.
of ‘53¢ for 307 miles—which is the
—almost the same cost for a hatl of four times the mileage ?

Again, Halifax is 1236 miles from Grimsby,a central poin
in the Niagara fruit belt.
lbs.
tomatoes from Hantsport, about 250 miles,
fruit from Sackville, N.B., a distance of 311 miles.
mileage rate four times as great in the one case as in the other.

The Post is interested in newsprint.
supply ‘is the new mill at Bathurst, 470 miles from Sydney.

distance of 1120 miles, the rate is 18% cents per hundred miles.

ancies in the cost of services which are not markedly dissimilar
except geographically

they profess to serve.

duty to their road incites them to get the hi
can, without checking the volume of business.

ill-obseryved by them.

raising and packing the tomatoes.

'y disproportionate to the same railway’s rate of $30.00 per ton
from Grimsby to Halifax, a distance
100 miles.

We know there are many phases of the problem of rate-mak-
ng, seasonal competition, and the advantages of volume. Fven
siving what weight a layman can to’such considerations, it still ap-
pears that the rate-makers of our railways are victims of what a
psychiatrist would call the *“long haul cqmplex.”

The railways of the United States were pioneers in the de-
velopment of traffic by hauling cheaply such traffic as grain, lumber
and ore. But train loads of primary commodities are not the
only traffic.  They handed cver to the Express Companies their
highest class of traffic. ~ The express companies were parasites on
the railways, and plunderers of the public. They are now in Can-
ada component parts of the railways, but their evil origin  still
taints their procedure..  We hazard the prediction that a manager
of .genius will turn up, who will not think it is good railway prac-
tice to-carry their highest class passenger traffic on the same train
wvith goods; who will give the greatest conveniences to the traffic
which brings in most money; who will not have “Queen Anne”
terminals and Mary Ann tracks; who will think that Europe is
cultivating local business by favorable rates and quick dispatch is
wise.

But while we are waiting for him, we may point out that our
shippers have a recourse. ~ They can bring their cases, and some
of them seem hard, to the Board of Railway Commissioners,
when they have exhausted: these powers, there is still left to them
the creation of public opinion which will make an imperative de-
mand- on the Government to give the Commission any power they
may now lack, necessary to ensure justice being done hoth- Fast
and West.  This public opinion will not be found, until the public

cerned.
We devote this article tc certain evidences confirmatory of

First of all there is ground for beljeving that our fisheries
may find themselves in a position greatly improved from anything
which seemed possible a twelvemonth ago.

Quality which is the gift of nature made this spring, Inverness
mackerel_worth $37.50 a barrel in- New York. — The two best

With such a difference, all we need wish for our Inverness fisher-
men is good catches this fall and improved harbors so that more
and larger boats can engage in the mdustry. The price and the
volume of business promises to be .atisfactory. What is true of
our West Coast is true of our East and of Louisburg.  Cod shows
the same buoyancy in price. It is selling for $9.50 to $10.00. a
quintal now. Last year it was bringing $7. Herring is bringing
$9.50 instead of about half as much last year.

. The trade is readjusting itself.  Quality is telling in spite of
hostile tariff legislation. Last year family after family was leav-
ing Arichat and its vicinity on account of poor prices for fish.
They will be coming back.

Like any staple commggity fish is bound to b
ifected by world conditions, and in-the case of Canada especially
by conditions and tariffs in the United States. ~ We can give one
:xample where, we are assured, enterprise and courage at the
worst of the depression offsef its ill effects. The National Fish
‘ompany was faced with the loss of a very considerable trade in
he United States through the Fordney tariff. They did not take
t “lying down.”  They started in to find other niarkets to replace
hat which'there was every prospect of their losing, * They adver-
ised. They made their product attractive. They created néw out-
‘ets, and the result was that they gained in new business at home
FHREE TIMES the business they were threatened with losing ;
ind they did not lose it all.
The danger one important branch of our fisheries now runs
s the depletion of our lobster grounds.  The fishermen know {t,
‘nd are rightly alarmed, for the trade is an important one. The
Atlantic and the Pacific coasts of Canada exported last year $0,-
200,000 worth of cod.  The Maritime Provinces alone [Exported
obsters To An Equal Amount.  Yet we all would say ofthand
hat cod was the most important of our fishing industries.
Ill-advised extensions of the season, and illegal fishing have
educed pitifully a source of industry which should be profitable,
‘or our lobsters are the best, and under proper care the industry
hould be permanent. . Even the sought-for benefit has been illus-
ry.  Of late years we understand every extension has shown a
essened catch the next year. How serious the falling off has
Heen is shown in these figures:

Catch in cwt. 1911-12 1023
Guysboro . ...... L 21,058 9730
HAIa% v iv S iy co00021,304 5390
Cape Breton Island .................. 49,250 30,998

This reduction is not local.  Shelburne fell from 48,225 cwt.
to 15,192 cwt.  This is a matter that those interested. in building
1ip the Maritimes should concern themselves with.

We of this generation have a right to a toll on the produrcts
of earth and sea. We have no right to rob future generations.
T'he fisheries should continue, for the wealth they bring, the hardy
ype of men they train, the prestige they bring to Canada by their
excellence.  The last is indirect but it is very real.

We have a warning in the case of our oysters. Twenty or
thirty years ago, certain bays in P. E. Island and in the adjacent
shores of New Brunswick produced oysters unsurpassed in qual-
They were abundant as well as unigue in the whole of Am-
There should have been a permanent source
of income and of prestige, for care and wise administration has
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ent.

made the oyster beds of England, France and Cape Cod perman-
Our beds, equal to any of them, were overfished, were

ower

plains of distrimination of a freight rate
What would he say to a rate
rate from Kentville to Sydney

The rate by express is $1.50 per 10C
; while the buyer in Sydney pays $1.65 to bring 100 lbs. of
and $1.50 to bring
This is a

Its natural source of
Thlc
rate per 100 lbs. is 33% ceénts per 100 miles, while: from Hull, a

We hesitate to make comment on these extraordinary discrep-

We cannot take the position that railway
officials are vampires, sucking the life blood of the communities
The meanest intelligence among them must
oe seized of the fact that the prosperity of the people served by it
must make for the prosperity of a railway. On the other hand,
ghest earnings they

We are inclined to believe that this check on rates has been
Personal abservation and the talk one hears
leads to the opinion ihat the cost of living is enhanced and thus
he purchasing power of people reduced to the hurt of their rail-
wvays, and, more directly, traffic is curtailed by high rates for trans-
portation ; for example, 85c to carry to Sydney a box of tomatoes
veighing 50 pounds—a box which™ costs fifty cents at Hantsport
s an entirely disproportionate remuneration between carriage and
The box is carried 250 miles
it the rate of $32.00 a ton, or $12.80 a hundred miles. Grotesque-

of 1236 miles, or $2.50 per

feels that every effort has been made by those immediately con-i

our position with regard to the value of quality in our fisheries, |
how publicity and enterprise can overcome obstacles, and the dan-{'
|gers that important trade now runs.

i
brands below ours, American and Norwegian, brought only $3o.oo.l'

‘The good fishing on our coasts is|

t

t

of summer

minutes.
|

necessary as

advantage of
low-priced

l
|
|
|

command.

would have increased in value for generations.

not going to do the same foolish thing with our lobsters.

timely to bring the serics to a close.

of Trade, not in our opinion by any Government.  The aims of

such an organization or its subsidiaries are:

number.  The advertisements of enterprises carvied on e these
]ll'(l\’ill('(’.\' were a .\'llrlﬂ'i\(' 1o nuny, bhecause our |l:'l)1ll|('( rs cou
ern one, which aims to create demand for : commodity
amoing the public, instead of depending on the good will of the
tradet.

“The Tobacco With a [eart” created a demand which enabled
the manufacturer to make his own terms, and build up an enorm-
ous business. Even with this advantage, they find it well to advertise
freely.  So much the more will people who are expanding  their
trade.

Two.—The establishing of new ones.

Three—Making special use of the high quality many of our
products have.

Four.—Keeping our people at home by giving at home scope
for their energies and inventiveness.

Five.—Restoring our geographical birthright which we have
allowed to be taken away, and so promoting immigration of the
highest class.

Six.—Transportation adjustments, in rates where they are
unequal.  This is not a matter for vain clamour. It should meun
A well considered laying of our cases before the Railway Board.
Routes are important.”  We want profitable trade through Cana-
dian ports.  We want the Panama Canal used to the maximum.
We want the trade with Newfoundland developed.  We want
gradles on important lines so carrected that no longer it will be that
*he more husiness the road gets the poorer it is.  We want these
things not as doles or concessions to grumbling, but as readjust-
ments which will make the railways more profitable, will stimulate
business, encourage immigration and repatriation and be justified
by the same standards as a privaet business would set up in dealing

it e
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poached, were neglected, and in two score years we wasted what

with similar problems.

Winterdriving seemstode-
mand a hardier breed of car
than the mellow journeys

Country roads are heavy
and city streets are slippery
but the lure of the open
on a crisp, crackling, bril-
liant winter day is irresist-
able and so—out you go.

And if itis a Ford that car-
ries you comfortably along
the frozen roads, you cango
without a worry. Should
some minor adjustment or
replacement become neces-
sary you know that there is
a Ford service station at the
very first place you come
to; that you will get quick,
courteous service there at
little cost; that the inter-
ruption in.your journey
will be but a matter of

And when the major
service operations become

every car, the Ford owner
again enjoys the distinct

service immediately at his

While the readers of these letters have hean padient, it seems [with the adjacent New Iingland States our population hasrine
The constructive proposal jed more than double that of the .\l.'m‘.x.‘ our field crops have
contained in them is the formation of the Industrial Survey, by afereased four times and the Sl:nu-\‘ three times.
group, self-constitutetl or appointed say by the Maritime Board linereased six times and those of the States three
. Hwenty years reviewed,

One, the huil 'ingl : 2 I
up of our existing local industrics, by patronage and pubiicity. A {the vast amounts which have gone out of the country in profifless

tinu¢ with the methods of an carlier generation, s eod of a maod- lelement in our life.

and autumn,

they do with

having quick
authorized

Surely we :lrc|. ¥ Seven—Wie want all Canada to be seized of the fact that

the Maritines have their full share of successes: that compared

in-
Our manufactures
timeg insthe
LYS

e at home

IGight.—We want 1o develop a spirit which will ke

patronage based on the excellence of their product, otherwise I)(llhl‘l]rl'l’llldl“ll]\’, o : : : i -
the good will of fellow eitizens and publicity is wasted. | I he :llun_\r Series is i |<~r:|p1(u|:|lmn. of some of ['_)_(‘ 0 IJ(\II\‘ as
In July one of our ‘esteemed contemporarics  lad a specialfwe see the ficld, to the achievement of which a united people in

{the Maritimes should put forth their hest efforts. “T'wo heresics
Imust he extirpated.  One, that party polities is the most important
|

It is an important element, but #f .there he
any truth in the view that our economic condition needs improve
ment, that improvement demands the first place. The other is
that prosperity comes from operation, not 11‘le||) construction of
any enterprise.  In construction there is in ordinary places expan-
sion, men and materials are brought in.  If the works are large
there is usual speculation in real estate. The work heing finished,
the inward traffic ceases the strangers go away and eontraction
follows, with its depression which only passes away when the
operation of the new plant is successful and the place builds up
on an enduring, not a temporary foundation.

We believe that Nova Scotia  and - New Drunswick possess
many solid advantages. = P, E. Island illustrates that it under
stands its capabilities and is using them well.  These advantages
are solid, for they are not seen through the glamour of the new
and the imperfectly known.  There are enough instances of suc-
cess to justify this statement, in new business, in older ones which
compete with others in Central Canada, and compete successfully.
But what has been done is but a tithe of what may be done, if the
right men lead and their fellows help them, united in doing things,
not in asking some one clse to do them,

J. S. McL.

A holiday:maker was highly am-| A HELPING HAND

used at a signboard which read: —

“This farm for sail.” Always ready He—*Then it t& settled we are
for a little pleasantry, he asked|to elope at midnight?"

the farmer's wife when the farm| She-—"“Yes, darling!”

was to sail. She stared at him for{ He—"And are vou sure -~ can

a few moments, and then answer- get your trunk packed in time.”

ed: “Just as soon as the man comes She—*“Oh, yes !papa and mamma
along who can raige the wind.” have both promised to help me.”




