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. Comment On
o
Mitchell Case
o g “ S s
«Recently & news item from the‘
“London (Eng) Morning Post in con- |
‘nection with the relmbursement of
f ex-army officers defrauded by
e Andrew Fraser = Mitchell land
= “sbheme’ was published in The Guar-
disn. The following further mention
of the matter from the same news-
*paper will be of interest.
.. "“Pagilculars are now to hand re-
_garding the compensation to be paid |
‘“on certain British ex-officers who |
.were duped in the Prince Edward Is-

. .1and fox farm frauds. It will be re-

| action,

membered that a man who posed as
_“s Government agent sold many non-
. . existent farms to unsuspecting ex-
Bervice men.
. “The Government of Prince Ed-
- ward Island has now set aside the
-sum of 8,000 dollars (£1,600) for re-
i Imbursement of those who were dup-
 ed. This money is to be raised by a
i <loan, and it is understood that the
| balance will be paid by the Federal
Government itself.”
The London Weekly dealing with
the refund to British officers says:
“I am afrald that I cannot join in
the gushing compliments which have
,been paid to the Government of
‘Prince Edward Island on its decision
i .o compensate the victims of the
§  fraud which was perpetrated in its
name about six years ago. The swin-
dler was the duly appointed emigra-
tion' agent of the province in Lon-
.don, and besides holding out- very
« yosy' prospects to Intending settlers,
fmpechlly with silver fox farming, he
falsely pretended he was authorized
by the Government to sell small
holdings at a price including the er-
jotion of bungalows. . In this way he
obtained sums totalling nearly £4,000,

».

' Bud Axworthy

REGISTERED U, 8. A. 66185

Sired by Guy Axworthy 2083 fee
~,$2000,00. The leading two minute sire
and full brother to Lee Axworthy,
champlon trotting Stallion of the
world 158 1-4. Bud leaves Summerside
Monday, May 27th to Kensington at
noon to Mr. Yeo the Rawley man.
ugh Margate to Stanley Bridge
‘at Mr, Bullmans over night. Tuesday
“May 28th through Hope River, New
Glasgow to Wheatley River at noon

#t Mr, Lings. Then to Charlottetown
l‘gvnnm«n'- lvery till Thursday
e May 30th, then to Bonshaw
“@t. noon, Victoria at night‘to Mr.
“@rofits. Friday May 3fst Tryon at
] a¢ or near . Wilfred - Inmans,
to Capt Traverse to Gordon
' “over night. Saturday, June
Ist John Davidsons; Bedeque at noon
fhen to Summerside 4l Monday
June 3rd. This route will be
‘every second week till end

Warns Gout.
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ed, and as it is short and concise I
will read it in order to show in some
measure the lnconvenienge these
people will suffer as a result of this
This petition is addressed
to the hon. minister, and reads as
follows:

“The undersigned residents of Car-
digan and vicinity, in the county of
Kings, Prince Edward Island, having
learned that your department pro-
poses to close the customs office in
the village of Cardigan, take the lib-
erty of making the following repre-
scntations in connection therewith.

“(1) This office has been an estab-
lished institution since the province
Jjoined conﬂderation, and Is a very
great convenience to the people of a
large and presperous section of coun-
try.

mostly from ex-officers. Some com-
muted pensions in order to provide
the money of which they were de-
frauded.

“At the instance of the Officers’
Association the agent was prosecuted
and convicted at the London Ses-
sions in March, 1924. The chairman
of the sessions expressed the hope
that the Government of Prince Ed-
ward Island, though not legally lia-
ble, would recognise its moral obli-
gation to the victims, seeing that the
frauds were rendered possible by the
prisoner's use of his official position.
During 1924 the late Lord Haig, as
president of the Officers’ Assoclation,
addressed several strong representa-

| tions to the Premier of Prince Ed-
| ward Island, but as was related in

Truth at the time, no definite prom-
iss of redress was forthcoming, and
the matter has remained unsettled
down to the present date.

“Now, we are told that the Gov-
ernment of the Province, “completely
ignoring the legalities bzhind which
it could have found protection,” has
(with the help of the Canadian Do-
minion Government) generously re-
solved to display its good will towards
the Mother Country by refunding the
money with interest. Better late than
never, but the sufferers by the swin-
dle would probably have been more
grateful for what is described as this
“handsome gesture” if it had not
been so long delayed.”

SILENT HONEYMOON

(British United Press)
LONDON, June 11—A newly mar-
ried couple, wishing to be known as
the ‘silent strangers,’ have set out
from Johannesburg, South Africa,.on
a six years’ ‘honeymo6bn of silence.
They plan to tour the world on push-
cycles, speaking to nobody except
each other,

When they come to hotels they will
present a letter stating that they are
pledged to silence and asking for ac-
commodation and menu cards, Their
itinerary includes London, an Atlantic
crossing, the United States of Amer-
iea, the Pacific, Australla and Asia,
“Keepink silence for six years is
very difficult,” sald the husband in
an interview. “This has never been
done before, 1 think, in the history of
the world. That is why we are doing
it. We shall, of course, speak to each
other, but to no one else,”

|
Minara's Lintment for Coughs & Colds,

“(2) The village of Cardigan is the
customs and railway centre shipping
port for a number of large and pop-
ulous settlements, some of which are
twelve to fifteen miles from the
railway, and all of which will be ser-
dously inconvenienced by the closing
of this office.

“(8) The entering and clearing of
vessels is a matter of much import-
ance, and while this does not bring
in revenue, and we realize that the
office may not be profitable from that
standpoint, we beg to submit that
the service given to the public gen-
erally is so great as to more than jus-
tify its maintenance in view of the
very small salary and exp2nses: con-
nected with it.

“(4) In stressing the urgency of
this matter we wish to represent that
the question of revenue should not
be the department's only guide in
such cases. Accommodation to ‘the
public is being given in most branch-
es of government service without re-
gard to financial returns, and we be-
leve this is a case in which the
needs of a large section of country
should bs considered rather . than
the small economy which can be ef-
fected by closing the office.
“Therefore we earnestly pray that
your ‘department ‘'should give further
consideration to this case, and trust
you may see your way clear to meet
our views, and the needs of this ‘dis-
trict, by maintaining the customs of-
fice at Cardigan.

Other Offices Closed

The same arguments could be ap-
plied to several other d!sf,rlchs where
the offices have bzen closed, notably
at Murray Harbour, Murray River,
and St. Peter's Bay, and to a lesser
extent at Annandale. During the
summer time there is a considerable
traffic from the United States to
Prince Edward Island. Many of our
people who have gone to that coun-
try to work return for a visit to their
friénds, and of course the custom is
to check their baggage through from
Boston or New York, or whatever
point they depart from. Take the
case of Cardigan. A man writes to
his friends at that point advising
them that he expects to arrive by a
certain train, and he checks his bag-
gage through. Perhaps his friends
have to drive twelve or fifteen miles
to meet him, and then it is discover-
ed that they cannot get his baggage.
What are they going to do about
that? ' They will have to go back
home and make another trip to some
other place where there 15 a customs
house in order to have the baggage
examined. Considerable hardship will
be caused through closing this office,
when it could be averted by continu-
ing to pay the small salary which was
pald to the official at that point. The
reason given is that the customs
returns have bpen so small, but if
the same principle were applied to
other branches of the government
service many offices would have to
be closed. ‘It would be found neces-
sary to close most of the post offices
if they were considered on a revenue
basis. !

Georgetown

" There is another port which I
would like to mention, the port of
Georgetown. This is the winter port
of Prince Bdward Island, and is the
port. of call for many vesséls. I have

should, I think, convince the minis-
ter that this matter should be re-
considered and the offides which have
been closed reopened.

Minister and to the Commissioner of
Customs regarding this matter, I
made them as strong as I could, and
I wish to repeat them here. The
only expense at that port is the sal-
ary of the official, because there is a
government building ° which houses
both the customs and the post office.
That building has to be maintained,
heated and lighted for the post of-
fice, regardless of whether or not the

Mr. Etler's Explanation

Mr, Euler: With regard to
statement of the hon. mmeber for
Kings as to the closing of ports, I

may say that in the last  year
customs ' house ‘is mah‘xtalmd. This or so some 230 of them have
customs office was established long Been’ . cloded) ‘and. this has :been

before Confederation, Last year fif-
ty-three foreign vessels entered and
cleared; there were two hundred and
fifty-three coastwise entrances and
glearances, or over three hundred in
all. ‘Some of these are large foreign
steamers which carry away our pot-
atoes In the fall for delivery to the
southern states. I have received in-
formation that the postmaster is to
be authorized to enter and clear the
foreign vessels,” while ' the coastwise’
vassels are to be: allowed to trade back
and forth without being subject to
entrance and clearance. Even though |
it has been thought desirable to
close this office, the department has
a man down there who is costing the| o, we called in the inspectors of the
department possibly over $2,000 per various districts and they got toge-
year, while the man they dismissed tyo. with the commissioners and of-
was only recelving $660 per year. goinis of tne department at Ottawa.
How long this expensive officer will They sat ‘down at a table with a'map
be kept there is a problem, becaus® | showing the various ports and they
at the present time there is no post- | 4icousced very freely what ports
master and there may not be one ap- | might be closed without injury to
pointed for many months. - Surely if | yp1ic pusiness. A large selection was
It is necessary to malntaln a man|aqe and as yet they have not all
there It would be far better to retain | p.an dealt with. As I say, we have
the man receiving a salary of $660 closed some 230 ports. The matter
per year than to continue to employ | o¢ revenue has riot been in all cases
one who Is costing over $2000 per the deciding factor, although it has
il been in some. The matter of entries

Mr. Euler: Is thé hon. member re- | ang he matter of convenlence are

ferring to the postmaster? involved. We have béen more dispos-

Mr. MacDonald: I refer to the of- | eq to leave open the ports on the
ficer of. the department who is ab| porder than those smaller ports in-
present at that port. The man Who | 1and, But the matter of revenue is
was dismissed had been at that port | important. For instance, take the
for the last eighteen years, and al-| cnce of Cardigan, one of the points
though 1t was thought necessary to | mentioned by my hon. friend from
close the port. they sent an official
from Charlottetown to take charge of
the officé and keep it open.

Mr. Euler: Is the hon. member re-
ferring to. the present time?

Mr. MacDonald: Yes.

Mr. Euler: What officer is the hon.
member. referring to?

Mr. MacDonald: The officer’s sal-
ary is $1,600 per year and he is re-
celving his expenses, which I estim-
ate would run to at least $500 per year.
A considerable amount of money was
spent on repairing the bonded ware-
house at this point, even though the
office has been abolished. I think
this matter should be reconsidered
by the department and a decision
arrived at to keep this office open,
in the interest both of the province
and of the shipping trafic to and
from that port. ]

What' are we going to do when a
vessel which must have qualified of-
ficers who must be under articles ar-
rives at the port of Georgetown or
one of the other ports I have men-
tioned where the offices have been
abolished? How can we put the crews
upon articles and start the ship ouf?
How are we going to pay our sick
mariners’ dues? What will happen
to a vessel which has no clearance
papers when it is forced by stress of
weather to seek shelter in a forelgn
port? Under the marine laws a ves-
sel without clearance papers is liable
to arrest. These things, taken in con-

one of the most disagreeable exper-
| fences I have had since I have been
in the office. It is not an easy matter
to close a port. In practically every
Instance strong cbjection is raised to
the closing of a port, no matter how
small it may be; there is an element
of local pride involved, also the mat-
ter of convenience, and of = course
somebody will be
when a port is closed. We have en-
deavoured to reduce that to a min-
imum. I might state to the com-
mittee the course upon which we
proceéded. Perhaps a year and a
half ago; when we had time to get

duties amounted to $324.54 and the
salary pald, $360.. We are not trying
to single out any particular province.
In Nova Scotia there were more than
100 ports and outports where the re-
venues were smaller than the ex-
pense of maintaining the ports. The
emount of expenditure and revenue
is not necessarily the deciding fac-
tor, -but it should have a very im-
portant bearing on the matter. The
closing of the ports was one of the
things recommended both by the par-
liamentary committee of inquiry and
by the royal commission inquiring
into the customs.

Mr. MacDohald: When I spoke be-
fore I overlooked mentioning that
the port of Georgetown was con-
sidered of sufficlent importance by
the Legislative Assembly of Prince
Edward Island for them to take the
matter up in session last spring,
when they heard that the port was
to be closed, and I have in my hand
a resolution that was passed unani-
mously by the House, and signed by
the Speaker, protesting against the
closing of this port. I have also a
resolution to the same effect from
the town council of Georgetown, I
should like to know what is going
to be done about vessels in connec-
tion with the points I have brought
up-—a . vessel gets blown off her
course‘and has.to go to a foreign port
without a clearance; also with re-

“mada. representations - both fo theadvantage accruing to nnmlmm.

nection with the statements which I

gard to a vessel that wishes to pay
have previously made regarding the i

the sick mariners’ fund.

d|

7| through the post office.
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| :
| Mr. MacDonald: How would you get
| articles for the crew in connection
| with a vessel over 100 tons?

Mr. Euler: My hon. friend is deal-
ing with a technical point that I do
| not understand, but I will take a note
| of what he says.

Mr. MacDonald: I happen to know
these matters because it is a part of
my business. There might be wvery
serious inconvenience in that connec-
tion
MA Euler: In any event it is a
'matwr not for the customs depart-
‘m:nt, but for the Marine depart-
| ment. %

Mr. MacDonald: The col}ector of
| customs always handled that. It is
| the only way that I know of.
| Mr. Veniot: As an old collector of
; customs may I say in connection with
!the signing of an articled crew that
| there is a fes charged, and it can
| easily be arranged for the chief col-
[lector to go to the outport or sub-
' port and sign on the crew. The com-
]miss‘.on he would g2t would be suf-
| ficient to pay the expenses.

Mr. MacDonald: That is what I
am trying to get at. I want to know
what arrangement is being made, be-

' make an investigation.

1:As a vermifuge an effective pre.
paration is Mother Graves' Worm
Exterminator, and it can be given to
the most delicate child without fear -
of injury to the constitution.

ry on those duties, he should have!
been retained, at a lower cost to the
department, and to his personal ad-
vantage.

Mr. Euler: I can only say what I
sald before, that it comes as a sur-
prise to me to hear that there is a
man there drawing $150 a month, re-
placing the man who had been
drawing a salary of $660 a year, and

Oﬁ'e Man’s Wife

was superannuated in’ the ordinary By
course. I think my hon. friend must BARBARA WEBB
be in error. There is a -mistake Copyright
somewhere. We all make mistakes

and perhaps the mistake is here, but
none of the officlals know of any
such man having bzen appointed. I
promise my hon. friend that I will

Continued from page 2

of loneliness that assailed her, now
that time hung again so heavily on
her hands.

And then, just as she had attained
a little contentment again, Richard
announced suddenly that he was go
inz away. \

“For how long?" asked Yvonne.

“For three months,” he answered,
avolding her hurt and questloning
eyes. )

Mr. MacDonald: That was the con-
dition two weeks ago. :

-~

Mr. MacLean is “Sorry”

(Mr. A, E. MacLean, M.P, for
Prince; agreed with Mr. MacDonald,
with respect to the port of George-
town, it being the winter port of the
Province. “If, however, arrangements
have been made through the Post
Office department whereby vessels

Why does RICHARD say nothing
about taking Yvonne with him? Can
she reconcile herself to being left
alone? The next installment sees the

| cause something will b necessary. I
| think we are also entitled to know
why the man at Georgetown was dis-
missed and a man drawing three
times as much sent to taks his place
for the time being, and how long
that condition will continue. I stress
the point for the reason that the col-
lector of customs had bsen there
eighteen years, and being a man with
a family and receiving only $660 a
year, he has not been able to save
any money. It was a full-time job
|and he was not able to take on any
| other work. "Now he is let out with-
Eout notice. Surely it is unfair to let
him out in that way. If _anybody has
to be kept on it should be the man
who has be:n there for years.

Mr. Euler: I am sure there must
bs an error. It may be the man to
whom my hon. friend refers as re-
ceiving $2,000 or $3,000 is a prevent-
ive service man.

Mr. MacDonald:. No.

Mr, Euler: The incumbent of the
office reocived a salary of $660 a
year. He was superannuated, and
the office, according to my records,
was closed on May 1 of this year. I
cannot understand how there can be
a man there now drawing the salary
that my hon. friend mentions. I
should like to ask where he gets his
information that & man has been
sent there drawing a salary of $2,000
or more & year to replace another
man who was drawing $660 a year,
Perhaps his information is personal,
but if he can prove it I think we are
very serlously in error., There must
bs a mistake somewhere.

Mr. MacDonald: That is, why I
brought this matter up. I consider it
is entirely wrong. I was there only
two weeks ago, and I know the man
is there.

Mr, Euler: What is his name?

Mr. MacDonald: Nicholas Murphy,

|

I see from the report of the depart-
ment that his salary is $125 a month.
He is boarding at the hotel, and cer-~
tainly that would not be less than
$500 & year. The reason he was there
was that there was no postmaster.

closed. *

Mr, MacDonald: No, a girl is run-
ning the post office tem be-
cause no postmaster been
pointed.  The position became yac-
ant & month or s0 ago, and no

from the Charlottetown Office; and |’

Mr, Veniot: The post office is not |

can be cleared so that no inconven-
ience will result to the people,” he
said, “it. may be all right; but other-
wise we would like to see the ports
left open. We have recelved very
strong protests against the closing;
we have sent those to the Minister,
and all I can say ls, we are sorry we
were not able to prevail on him to
leave the ports open” Mr. Mac-
Lean referred to two ports in his own
county, Tignish and Alberton, which
he felt should have been kept’open.
“We took the matter up with the | be no.uncertainty yegarding a remedy
minister and did our best,” he sald, which has freed a’ generation of
“but the policy which he is follow--| asthmatic victims from this scourge
ing throughout the whole Dominion |of the bronchial tubes, It is sl
has, I suppose, to prevail.”) everywhere.

real beginning of Yenne's struggle
against her desire to dance.

::Cause of Asthma, No one can
say with certainty exactly what cause '
es the establishing of asthmatic con<
ditions, Dust from the street, from
flowers, from grain, and various other
irritants may set up a trouble ime
possible to irradicate except througk
a sure preparation such as J. D
Kellogg's Asthma Remedy. Uncertainty
may exist as to cause, but there cin
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