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TIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS
CONNECTED WITH

Silver Fox Farming

.
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§ Women's Wear Daily, New York,
i states wWhat the muskrat market
continues to be very strong and
large and extra large skins of the
t better types are now bringing $3.00
.’ in the country, with prices for
' run-of-mine assortments compara-
t tively lower. Despite these prices
{ the demand is holding uo and
, active trading is going on through-
out the market, with Britisn firms
showing great interest in this ar-
ticle,

Mayor William O’Dwyer gave an
address before the New York fash-
lon industries last week and pledg-
; ¥ his co ration in making New

ork CMy the world's fashion ceme

tre He told the 300 guests fhat
* the City had a great pride In in-
{ dustry and gave his assurance of
i support to uphold its fashion in-
! fluence im the post-war period.
+ Another speaker said the industry
4+ meant over a billion and a half
! dollars to New York.

! The Russian Government is

planning to sell their furs in Lon-
!'don, probably through Anning,
« Chadwick and Kiver who are a-
! waiting word from Moscow regard-
fing final details. The amount of

the consignments would total a-
, bout $800,000. Recently about $3
+ 000,000 worth of far eastern Rus-
: slan furs arrived on the west coast
i of the U. 8. A. and about $7,600,000
t worth are on their way to New
i York, Furs consist principally of

red fox, squirrel, marmot, wolf,
¢ Persian lamb, kolinsky fitch musk-
. rat, mink and others.

¥
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¥ Muskrat proved to be the most
¢« popular fur in the United States
+ In 1945, The principal demand was
, for coats ranging from $300 to
+ 3400, but at the Mast of the season
5%«2] were ranging from $400 to
N . Mouton lamb was given sec-
tond place at grices ranging from
{ 8178 to around $800. This was the
{ fur coat selected often by ‘the col-
i lege and husiness girl. Black dyed
! Persian lamb was third in line,
+ opening at prices ranging all the
* way from to $1,000, and at
{ the last of the seasom was up to
R
! This is the season for fur auc-
§ tion sales a we note adwertise-
# ments from Vancouver, Edmonton,
! Saskatoon, Winnipeg, ‘Toronto,
; with two #irms in Montreal com-
! pleting the picture as far as Can-
-, &da is concerned. During the next
: three months many, many millions
:dollars worth of various types of
¢ furs will find new owners. These
thave been gathered by trappers
{ from the far north, yes and hy
’the Bsquimaux and by thousands
. of other trappers who have en-
s dured the terrible rigors of winter
; climate and risked their lives many
+ times to secure the precious pel-
1 tries. Canada wild-caught furs
1 have been among the world's most
;precious since the time when Jace
. ques Cartier established a trading
Dost at Stadacona, in what is now
{known as Montreal. As the popu-
+ lation became built up in Queehc
{the famed courier-de-bois in their
costumes and boats covered vast
i expanses and spent many months
! ®seeking the beaver, fox, mink,
« marten and other furs. Their re-
¢ turn to Montreal was a signal for
. wild celebrations. Later, at the
. beginning of the 18th century, great
¢ operators like James McGill made
! Montreal their headquarters and
the money made by this famous
i Scotsman founded McGill Univer-
i sity. The Hudson’s Bay Co. with
its charter, glven in 1670, to Ru-
. pert's Land, owned practically all
» the west and their trading posts
+ were scattered from the northern-
. most parts of Canada to Vancou-
ver and Seattle in the west and
+ to Newfoundland, Labrador and
other points in the east. Around
the 1820's the Northwestern Fur
Co. became such a keen competitor
and the war between the compan-
ics was so bitterly carried on that
. they finally fused and the Hud-
son's Bay Company's name was
tearried on, Great names like Don-
' ald MacKenzie, who discovere.l the
MacKenzie River, Sir George Simp-
¢ son, Donald Smith, afterwards Lord
Strathcona, are associated with the
history of B as the com-
pany was ly known. The
factors of the company received a
share of the proffts and Donald
Smith, who married an Indian
woman, was so successful that when
the time came for Sir John A Mac-
Donald to carry out his promisc to
build a rallway through to
Pacifie, Smith, George Stephens of
Montreal and a few others put up
the largest amount of [financial
aid. kord Strathcona eventually
became a governer of the Hud-
{ son’s Bay Co. and Jater Canada's
first High Commissioner to Great
. Britain,

tho

The first report we have of an

) auction sale in Sweden appears in
¢ Women's Wear Daily of Jan. 10 as

. { follows:

Stockholm Jan. 9—Brisk trad-
ing and a steady tone in prices
featured the first three days of
the Nordiska skin auction here.
The main part of the 7,000 silver
foxes offered and more than 3,000
blue foxes were sold. Top prices
were 280 kroner ($70) for silver
fox, compared with 245 kroner
($61) last December. Between 300
and 350 blue foxes changed hands
at that quotation. A few days
later 1,000 platinum foxes, 15,000
mink will be auctioned and prices
for these types are expected to be
above December, Foreign buyers,
including  Americans, expressed
favorable interest in the manner
in which Swedish breeders have
progressed during the war. They
declared that Swedish mink es-
pecially was of high quality.

New York, Jan. 14 —An active
demand for the first important
collection of color phase silver
foxes offered here this season was
noted at the New York Auction
Company’'s sale at the week-end
where 90 per cent of the 1847
skins were sold at prices 10 per
cent above current market lavels,
30 per cent higher than the cor-
responding sale a year ago, ac-
cording to both the Auction Com-
pany and the buyers in the safes
room. This strength was due, the
buyers said, to & small lot of manu-
facturers who competed keenly for
top lots. The competition boosted.
the top price to for platinums,
said to have been purchased by a
local manufacturer. The pelts were
consigned by the Progressive Color
Phase Association, the Associated
M. and M. Fur Farms and inde-
pendent shippers. White-faced sil-
vers reached $97.50. A collection
of 5000 standard silvers was put
up following the mutation foxes.
The top price was $76 and the
Auction Company, said 80 per cent
was sold.,

The following is the official list
of offerings to sold in Mon-
treal, commencing Jan. 28, George
A. Callbeck, representing the Ca-
nadian National Fur Breeders’ As-
sociation and Peter G. Clark of the
Prince Bdward Island Fur Pool,
Ltd,, both of Summerside, will be
there to look after their large
consignments.

Montreal, Jan. 13—Canadian Fur
Auction Sales Co. (Quebec), Ltd.,
announced the following quantities
and order of sale for its five-day
silver fox sale, beginning Jan, 28,
and following a four-day general
sale together representing the
largest sale event of the vear.

Jan. 28: 3.000 silver fox, CFAS
specials, 5,200 silver fox, first sel-
ection. Jan. 29: 1,000 show pelts,
special collection of Canadian Na-
tional Silver Fox Breeders’ Asso-
ciation, and 7,500 sllver fox, sec-
ond section. Jan. 30: 8500 silver
fox, third section. Jan. 31: 3,000
CFAS specials, and 5,200 silver
fox, fourth section. Feb. 1: 8,600
silver fox, fifth section, Part of
the collection will go on show
Thursday, Jan. 24, and the com-
plete catalog on Saturday, Jan. 26.

In a ’'phone conversation with
Mr. Callbeck yesterday we learned
that the first auction sale of the
Hudson’s Bay Co., which was held
this week, attracted considerable
interest. The sale of fox pelts was
going very well, considering that
the skins were not fresh goods,
but last season's holdovers which
had been kept in cold storag: in
Norway and Sweden. The opening
of the market was a gala event
to the many fur traders whose ac-
tivities had been so curtailed dur-
ing the war years. It is confidently
expected that before this year is
over the Hudson!s Bay Company
auctions will be back largely to
normal and London will be again,
as of yore, the great fur trading
centre. J

Mr. Calbeck, asked with reference
tfo the coming sale in Montreal,
Jan, 28, said that his 1ssociation
would have upwards of 1,130 new
type pelts as a special show collec-
tion. 245 of these would bhe pearl

Order Fertilizer and
Take Delivery

There are several reasons at the
present time why farmers should
accept immediate delivery of
chemideal fertilizers in order to en-
sure an_adequate supply for the
spring. “For one thing, manufac-
tirers Mave not storage space in
their plants to build up supplies
40 meet the needs of all farmers
at one time, so that it is a wise
preeaution to take delivery now,
instead of waiting for the spring.
Thwough war necessity,
farmers have demonstrated the
mractibility of storing chemical
fertilizers on the farm during the
winter months, and still more
farmers are doing that at the
present time. For the farmers who
take delivery now the Fertilizers
Administration of tha Agricultural
Supplies Board make the follow-
suggestions:

(1) Store fertilizers in any dry
building _with floor above the
ground4 Do not store in a stable
or in space directly above or on a
concrete or dirt floor. Planks plac-
ed on 2x4's make an ideal base on
which to pile the bags. When
possible, cover with dry hay or

straw
(2) Stack bags closelv together to
reduce circulation of air from
which fertilizers absorb moisture.

(3.) Do not store higher than
8 b0 10 sacks deep and cover ¥
necessary with such materials as
dry hay or straw.

(4) Keep broken bags separate
from the main pile. Loose* fertili-
zef s likely to absorb moisture and

begs.

easler to
clean up any spillefi fertizer and
keeo it separate.

(6) Keep ammonium nitrate and
nitrate of soda away from hay,
feeds, and organic meals to- pre-
vent ﬁﬁv. F‘og‘ the same m}son.

all empty paper bags from
which sodium nitrate and ammoni-
um nitrate have been emptied

(1) Keep farm animals away
from the 'storage pile

(8) T fertilizer cakes hard enough
so that ordinary handling does not
break it, drop the bag on each
edge and both sides from waist
hi‘;llqght and roll it over a few

es

The extra fertilizer the farmer
can get for next spring’s crops by
ordering  and accepting delivery
now will more than pay for the
trouble of storing it over winter.

IODINE FOR LIVE STOCK

There is no area in the province
of Manitoba where jodine may be
safely left out of the winter ration
of farm live stock. At the Domin-
ion Experimental Farm at PBran-
don, iodized salt in granular form
is used regularly. For breeding
stock, an additional allowance of
potassium iodide is supplied in the
feed daily during the winter
months. Two ounces of potassium
iodide are dissolved in a gallon of
water, and a teaspoonful of this
solution is added to the feed or
drink for each brood sow dally.
The allowance given brood mares
is double that amount daily. For
breeding ewes, the addition ot two
ounces of potassium iodide, dis-
solved in a small amount of water
and mixed with one hundred
pounds of salt, meets their reeds.
All over Canada, winter is the
time when the feeding of potas-
sium jodide to . breeding animals
should be commenced.

artistic calendar_entitled “Forever
England.” The English home de-
picted we have seen replicas of,
and in June we do not think there
is anything more beautiful, or rest-
ful or peaceful. No wonder the
Englishman loves his land!

We also have to thank the Ca-
nadian National Silver Fox Bieed-
ers’ Association, Summerside, for
a calendar with a photo reproduce
tion of a grand champion _\vhlte
face ringneck. We belleve it is the
fox exhibited by Dr. W. Rus-
sell of O. and w. Thompson
Ranches, Kitchener, Ontario and
in our opinion it is one of the

platinums and the balance white
marked, platinum silvers and plat-|
inums. They comnrise a large part |
of the show collections of Prince!
Edward Island and Ontario. Inter-|
esting in this regard is the fact
that Ontario, whose pelt show was
held considerably later thaa ours,
outdid our record of 943 show pelts
by placing on display 975. Mr. Cull-
informed us that the standard sil-
vers of both shows would rot be
pladed on auction until March.
The total number of pelts, he
thought, in this January sa'e would
aproximate 42,000. He sald indica-
tions were -that interest would be
great and that many buyers from
the United States and far away
points would be in attendance.

We have to thank our good
fripr;d. Peter G. Clark of the Prince
Edward Island Fur Pool, Ltd, Sum-
merside for a very beautiful and

Photogenic ' Champs
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most outstanding whitefaces we
have ever seen, The possession of
that calendar fires us with an
ambition to endeavour as a I‘n'eod-
er to duplicate Dr. Russell's a-
chievement.

: ‘mz:'loc"
ment

In their Sunday best a retired farm team poses for the camers.
After giving more than_ 25 years of faithful service to their owners, these
farm plodders have well earned retirement to green pastures.
the dog, they deserve the title of man’s Eest friend.

Next to

Experimental Farms
A Great Contribution

The various ways the Dominion
Experimental Farms help not only
farmers but the people of Canada
fenerally is exemplified by taking
ust one report from the annual re-
port of the Minister of Agriculture
for the 12 months ended March
31, 1945, recently tabled in Parlia-
ment.

The report taken as an example
of the 31 Dominion experimental
farms. stations, and sub-stations, a
system of farms, the most compre-
hensive system of its kind in the
world is that of W. R. Leslie, Sup-
erintendent, at Morden, and reads
in part as follows:—

“Vegetable breeding to develop
early maturing varieties resistant
to disease is a major activity. Pro-
mising new selections from toma-
to, pepper, egg-plant, melon, lima
beans and pea crosses are being
purified. Some peppers are carly, |t
fleshy in pod and of excellent
quality, Bush type habit is em-
phasized in tomatoes. Some new
strains yielded 14 tons per
despite adverse winds and cold in

early June and an outbreak of leaf

diseases in August. New early mel- [
ons more adaptable to prairie con-

ditions are being segregated.

“The advantage of irrigating the

vegetable garden at least once dur-

ing midsummer even in seasons of

more than average rainfall was

demonstrated. The yield of onion

seed was increased by 70 pounds

per acre. Increase in produce from

a 30-foot row unit on the irrigated

plots, as compared with unirrigat-

ed, were:— onions, 9 pounds; car-

rots, 25 pounds; beets, 27 pounds:

beans 12 pounds: celery 48 pounds:

tomatoes 18 pounds; potatoes, 70

pounds, and sweet corn, 10 pounds.

“Commerical ammonium bhos-

phate (11-48-0) used at the rate

of 200 pounds per acre as a side

dressing on tomatoes, resulted in

4 pounds more fruit per plant than

from untreated plants. Tomgto

seed extracted from the pulp with

commercial strength acid, hydro-

chloric or sulphuric, has several

advantages. Time is saved, viability

of the seed improved, as was the

vigour of the resulting seedlings.

Moreover the seed cleaned by the

acid method appeared free of bac-
terial diseases.

“In orchard fruits progress _con-
tinues. Among a large lot of Man-
chu (Nanking) cherries, 6 weve
considered as improvements o the
variety Drilea, The fruits make

C

mild in “taste are useful for can-
i pies.
m")Azp:Fr(})t.‘q were horne on hundreds
of new seedling trees. .tlf(‘
named varieties, Scout V\'as‘vag‘h(\m‘
Among South Dakota \;lrmtjxq:,
Sing rated highest as canned ¥ (fld.
Fourteen seedlings were con:rkr;mp
superior to Scout. Two of hes_
are from seed imported from Man
churia. .
“Four apple seedlings werc ac
cox'ggd re-!‘.)est number. Morden :«Mg
is an Anisim .end“,l"‘tz'y early, an
essert quality.
Of“io%iolgmdn spruce seedling h:L:
been named Morden Spruce. .I'tl‘h;
a straight, compact grower. o
foliage is thickly covered wstn'
grey waxy bloom which persi L
on the needles durably. Even u:rir-
year foliage retains a blue colour.

Hardy Pralrle Roses
“ ‘secure more _ satisfactory
hnr'g; prairie roses, hvbrld\zingDhn!:
been under way for 17 years. Dur

(Continued on Page 14

Seed Potatoes

to cor;{pomuve short crop
olDuxfoww;s in Canada this year
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/0 make arrange-
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o points  out
- ding’ to emow

termining the hatchability of «a.,

essarily suited to the
breeding birds, says
Dominion
Brandon, Man.

ed by the poultry ke
plying suitable feeds to the
ing flock he may purchase a com-
mercial
buy the necded ingredients and mix

more

Birds

quired feeds well

acre | the beginning of the hatching sea-
son.

meal containing liver, are superior
feeds for
breeding birds.” A mixture of six
pounds of meat meal, four pounds
nl; fish mcal, and two pounds
milk
pounds of mash
Skimmilk and . buttermilk are ex-

either
drink, the amount of protein sup-
plément may be slightly reduced
The vitamins of milk
supplied
dered milk.

common sources of the other vita-
mins needed in the rations
breeding
rived from fish contain both vits-
min “A” and “D"”. Oils of guaran-
teed vitamin content are the monst
dependable,
form of well cured alfalfa or clover
leaves, sprouted oats, br
green vegetables should be supplied
daily.
much
sparingly.

shell
hatshability of eggs.
supply of oyster shell or
suitable
should be kept
birds, and in addition it is some-

" i
jelly of the finest flavour. Those :mes

a small amount of manganese sul-

Rations for Poultry
And Effect on Eggs

The feeds supplied the poultry
flock prior to and during the breed.
Ing season are important in de-

To obtain th. best results the es-
sential feeds for good hatchability
should be fed four to six weeks
before the eggs are to be saved
for incubation, It s the prof

mineral, and vitamin content of
the feeds used that influences
hnlchablli‘y. Ratiots that promote
high egg "production are not nec-
needs of
R. M. Hopper,
Experinfental  Farm,

One of two plans may be follow-
eper in sup-
breed-
hatching concentrate or
he concentrate at home. What
important is to
are supplied

is
insure the
with the re-
in advance ' of

Milk powder, fish meal, and meat

supplying  protein  fo»

of
each 100
satisfactory.

powder added to
is

ellent for breeding birds and whera
is available for supplying

should be
either in liquid or pow-
Green feed and fish oil are the

for

birds. Feeding oils de.

Ilow' Long Does
Soil Retain Fertilizer?

The question of how long do the
effects of fertilizer last in the soil
Can-
farm-
. this connection, consider-
able interest has been aroused by
an informative comparison
Ing in “New Agriculture”,
instance of the research scient!
of Missouri University. In Great
Britain, it is common agreement
between landlond and tenant to
consider the effect of a fertilizer
as lasting for thr
ingly,
farm before three years have elap-
sed after applying the fertilizer,
the landlord reimburses him accord-
inz to the fertilizer value still left
in the soil
As pointed out by Dr. W.A.
Albrecht, of Missouri University,
the answer to the qu of
length of effect depends on _the
land, the location and other fact-
ors, but, from the results and the
preference of the cattle on a farm
near Golden City, Mo., it had been
demonstrated that the beneficial
effect on hay from f izer can
last at least for eight years.
In 1036, a five-acre plot at the
end of a 100-acre field of prairie
grass was treated with fertilizer. At
harvest, the hay from the treated
area was mixed with hay from 20
acres in maki the stack at the
end of the field. Three additional
stacks had hay from the untreated
area. For eight consecutive years,
the cattle showed their decided pre
ference for the treated hay. Al-
though the water was located at the
other end of the field, the cattle
went back and forth daily to con-
sume the stack containing the
fertilized hay. Last fall, the cattle
showed no preference among the
various stacks but for eight vears
they ‘had erazed exclusively in thse
five-acre field that had been fertil-
ized in 1936.

y ————
PASTURE FOR POULTRY

pasture for poul-
try is becoming increasingly ap-
preciated, and for some time past
the Dominion Department of Agri-
culture have been carrying out
research in determining the most
satisfactory of the common forage
crops when fed to laying hens.
Among the most palatable were
red clover, fall rye, an alsike-timo~
thy mixtyre, Ladino clover, alfalfa
and bromé grass. Timothy, Kentuc-
ky blue grass reed canary grass,
and red fescue were not so satis-
factory.

The value of

PUBLIC SERVICES

In the Dominion Department of
Agriculture, activities are grouped
on a functional basis and are known
as services. Thus there Is a ser-
vice combining all activities re-
lating to production; and another
under which activities relating to
marketing, including the grading
and inspection of products, are
centred. The Experimental Farms
represent a service in themsclves,
and all research activities in the
natural sciences are grouped un-
der a Science Service. These ser-
vices are fer the advancement of
Canada and the benefit of its ag-
riculture and: the public at large.

MADE FROM PETROLEUM

Benzine is a distilled colorle!s
liquid made from crude petroleum.

A Golden-C d inglet

uary 9th was a day of buil-
]th‘cn sunshine here, with the there
mometer at 18 degrees F. The cat
had been down to the creek to
see if anything was stirring, and
had caught a small bird, which
died just as I rescued it. It was &
Golden-crowned Kinglet, and here
10 f

Golden-crowned Kinglet (A.0.U.
748), Adult female, Jan. 9, 1946,
Bill short, n&hanfa. slender,

Haed: centre o

bordered black, then a

above the eye and a shorter one
g
olivaceous yellow] gr 0
Tadl uﬂ:yu feathers mmnﬁ
greenish Underparts sord

white, dusky with a whi

ish crossbar; primary feathers un-
equally webbed, the wide web
dusky, the (very) narrow web
yellowish green. Tarsi and toes
pale, slender, fine-boned. Length
4 inches.

The adult mail is much , the
same in color, but has the centre
of the crown reddish-orange, bord-
ered yellow, then black, etc, as

Institutes, some by
Societies.

. The Canadian
tation, after a helef
to have subsided

it is as wel!, oonsi

slgn and easily identified,

sign with a single good-sized
leaf in gold on red fly,
answer both ~ requirements,
would be artistic too.

Liek

above.

We have the Ruby d King-
lets here, as well, but these are
easily diagnosed; the black border

the crown ls entirely absent in
this species.

Next to the Humming bird, the
Golden-crowned Kinglet is“ our
smallest feathered visitor, It usu-
aly travels in little troops, frg-
quenting groves of evergreens. At
times it will permit an observer to
approach rather closely, and this
confiding attitude has deplorable
results when the observers are
felnes! Luckily these birds are
prolific; eight to ten eggs make
up the clutch.

Floral Emldem For P. E. L

I noticed, with pleasure, a pro-
posal to select a floral emblem for
P E. Island (see The Educational
Horizon Dec. 28, 1946). 8uch em-
blems have been in vogue else-
where for a very long time in-
deed, and the classic example is
the Rose, Thistle, and Shamrock,
of the once United Kingdom. The
Ieek of Gallant Little Wales just
falls short of being a floral em-
blem.

In old-world Scotland, each clan
(as you know) had its distinguish-
ing tartan: but then many clans
had, attached to them, numerous
families who owed' allegiance to
the chief, and wore his tartan, but
did not bear his name. As a dis-
tinction among then:selves,
members of these famitles
badges, usually a small twig
some, tree or shrub. Thus the
badge of the MacDonnells was a
sprig of heather; that of the
Forbes family was a spray of
Cytisus or Broomr.

Instance of such badges nusht
be multiplied indefinitely, or
every country when # has attain-
ed a certain degree of culture ap-
propriates its own emblem.
8Six out of the nine Canadian
Provinces, have already made
their choice, through their Legis-
latures. The Mayflower was
chosen by Nova. Scotla in 1801.
The Anemone by Manitoba, 1906.
The Trillum Ontario, 1927. Wild

lus exten over the
extensive patches, us
ish, sometimes
and veiny above,
below.

4

rather irregular ground.
Peltigera” (P. canima))
thallus greenish geey,
brownish above, and

revolute and

sprinkled with brownish
The lichens mentioned

compound plants; and there
without doubt, many others

were selected by vote of Women'’s
Horticultural

Flag agi-
5 b«'hnpg‘
 the odd-
ities sent in for competition. The
idea flag .should be simple in de-
as In
the case of the Australian and
New Zealand Flags. The Red
maple
would

Of P. B. L (OComocluded)
In the genus Peltigera the thal-
und in
bl s“!)m
and noot-hatsy
One might think it a lunt:

sheet of green paper appr
T

low, with light-colored weins
A0Sk rown, arge, Founded,  sem
dish brown, , IO , 5

ical, - “resemi)-

in this
series may be used as an introduc-
tion to the study of these ourlous

ave,
awalt-
ing the attention of the student.
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Chas, Worthy care of Rig

unching
R.R. 5, Kensing-
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Green feed in the

surplus

Vegetables that cause
bowel action should be

too
fed

“ The density or texture of the
has an influence wpon the
A constant
other
high-calcium mineral
available to the

necessary to include two or
pounds of powdered oyster
shell, bone mea}, or ground lime
stone in cach 100 pounds of dry
mash. The uee of fish oil, as men-
tioned, also aids in_the formation
of good egg shells. The addition of

hree

phate in the dry mash has been
found {]n improve the quality of
the shell and increase the hatch-
ability. Four ounces to each one
ton of mash is recommended. To
insure a uniform distribution the
manganese, sulphate should be
mixed with the meat meal immedi-
ately before the mixing of the

Maritimer’s Success in B.C.

mash is undertaken.
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