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A STORE IS A “NEWS CENTRE”

News from her store is as eageriy awaited by the
average home-maker as news about her friends, about her
club’s activities, about her church’s work or about any of
the events of the day in the world.

For a store is a real néws centre.

The “Price Regulation Pencil” of the merchant is al-
ways busy, and what it writes is news for the housewife.
For it means to her the opportunity to economize, or to
buy opportunely. ’

The store’s buyers are news makers. They bring to
the city the products of the looms and the work-shops of
the world—some of these so novel and interesting  that
the first word of them is “mighty interesting reading.” '

Every development of store policy, every decision to
make a clearance sale is a matter of ‘“‘news.” Sometimes
such. announcements have an immediate “‘cash value” for
their readers. :

To falter in this ‘“store news service” to a store's pat-
rons—to make the store’s advertising less than fully in-
forming—would be to forfeit the interest of hundreds of
valuable patrons of that store.

The news of a store should he printed with as much
regularity as this newspaper prints the news of the world.
This newspaper would not bhe a “record of’events” if it
were issued at irregular intervals, or merely at such ‘times
as “big events warranted.” Store-advertising is not a re-
cord of the store if it is printed on any such plan.

LEND YOUR AID

In the People's Theatre to-morrow evening a delight ul
concert will be given in aid of the Belgian Relief Fuud.
No more praiseworthy object is at present before the public
and this of itself deserves the support and encouragement
of all right-thinking citizens. Added to the worthiness of
the object, the fact that the programme to bhe submitted
promises to be musical feast of unusual merit and
attractiveness should ensure a bumper house.

The programme will consist of vocal and instrumental
music, dancing, musical drill and recitations. Children
will have a large part in the programme, and the recently
formed detachment of Boy Scouts will contribute exhibi-
tions of their drill, vocal solos and quartettes; while other
little ones will render songs in national costumes. Alto-
gether the entertainment will be one of unique enjoyment
and pleasure, and the audience will have the satisfaction
of knowing that their pleasure will also mean the comfort
of many Belgians who have sacrificed home and happiness
in the interest of common humanity, truth and righteous-
ness.

a

The ladies who have so kindly and considerately
devoted time and energy to promoting this benevolent
concert deserve all the support and encouragement which
an overflowing audience is sure to give them.

ICY SIDEWALKS

One thousand people brought to court because they
neglected to clean off their sidewalks! This did not hap-
pen in Charlottetown—only in Brooklyn, N. Y., so, it would
appear there are other places than Charlottetown in which
the snow falis and the ice accumulates on the sidewalks;
likewise, other places in which there is a law demanding
that occupants, whether owners or renters, shall clean the
snow and the ice off their sidewalks. In Brooklyn it is a
“‘misdeameanor” to allow the snow or ice to remain on
the foothpaths twenty-four hours, After that the trouble
begins for the occupant, and one day last week, according
to an exchange, it began with a vengeance.

The report of the proceedings s interesting—and
homelike, in places. Most of the 1,000 had previously of-
fended, even as we do in Charlottetown, but were let off
with a warning. Most of them, also, offended once too of-
ten, which we never do, and they were hailed before the
police court—which we never are—and were fined one to
five dollars each, according to the number of
they had let go unheeded.

This significant sentence occurs in the report and it
might occur under similar circumstances in a Charlotte-
town Court: “Those who told straightforward stories
were let off with a fine of one or two dollars; the others
were fined five dollars.”

We have a law in Charlottetown making similar pro-
vision for the cleaning off of our sidewalks and many
citizens observe it faithfully. There are, unfortunately, a
few who do not, and it is on the spots left by these few
that so many citizens sit down so often and do such hard
thinking. This year, as far as the snow was concerned,
the law was pretty generally observed—by timely thaws.
The ice, however, was very generally neglected and as a
result there were many exhibitions of undignified calisthen-
ics and some unuignified language, likewise bruises.

The rain, even during a rainy winter, cannot be de-
pended upon to keep the sidewalks clean, neither will the
law do it—unless it is enforced. If the police consider
that a sufficient number of warnings have been given, it
might he well to try the Brooklyn plan. It would probably
require to be tried but once; either that or the law
should be wiped off the statute books and something sub-
stituted that would work in all kinds of weather.

U. S. SHIP PURCHASE BILL

bk pglentlone 60 §
The United States Ship purchase bill appears to be
meeting with considerable difficulty. In fact some of our
American exchanges call it a “dead proposition,” with or
without amendments. A
% President Wilson has. been .told this by at’ least one
responsible. leader of his party in the Senate, and that
hody is now marking time and waiting for definite  word
from the White House as to what the President proposes

to do about it. S S Y, s, ,

- Without amendments to satisfy some of the Progressive
Républican Senators, the _cannot muster a maj
ority for the bill, Seven recalcitrants are standing by their

o3t Io admitted that

w

warnings |-
«

‘crats might vote for some sort of a ship bill, but not one
that the Administration would be likely to accept.

By amending the bill, the Democrats can win the votes
of at least two Republicans. Even then, they are short a
vote. 2

In the event of amending the bill so as o sait a suffi-
cient number of Republicans, the President has been
flatly told that it will fail. A number of Democratic Sena-
tors who will vote for the present measure will refuse to
support an amendment bill calling for Governmsent own-
ership and operation. This is particularly true of some of
the conservatives from the South. Mr. Wilson has been
told that if the Administration wins Republican votes by
compromising on the bill, he will lose an equal number if
not more Democratic votes. 5
\ What most of the Democratic Senators now desire is
the consent of the President to lay thé bill aside for the
session. He has received word that if this is done the Demo-
crats and Republicans in the Senate will get together and
ylean up the annual appropriation' bills, so that no extra
session of the new Congress will be necessary. 1f the ship
bill fight is forced much longer an extra session  will be-
come a certainty.  In that event there is doubt that ' the
House can be induced to accept such a measure. There is
great anxiety on the Democratic side to avold ‘an extra
session, even though the ship bill may fail.

Assuming, however, despite all the above difficulties,
that the Senate Democrats demonstrate their ability to
muster a sufficient number of votes to pass the measure, the
Republican filibuster will be immediately resumed, with
every prospect of success. The Republicans have had a
good rest, and are ready to begin all over again, with the
advantage of a shorter period of time before the expiration
of Congress.

If the Administration finally assents to laying the bill
aside, the President is expected to take his fight before the
country, and renew his efforts to get a ship bill at the next
regular session. This solution of the present situation will

satisfy most of the Democrats, who can see nothing but
trouble if the fight is kept up at this time, with a prospect
of almost certain defeat added.

CANADA AND BRITISH GOLD

The revelation between British capital and Canadian
progress may be gauged by the fact that the total invest-
ment by Great Britain in this country amounts to not less
than $2,800,000,000. The size of this sum may be better
understood when, by a little figuring we find that
it distributed among the population it would give every
man, woman and child in the dominion $400. The invest-
ment by Great Britain in the United States, with a popula-
tion twelve times as great as that of Canada, and riches in
proportion, is not more than $4,000,000,000. Outside of the
United States Great Britain has invested more money
in Canada than in any country in the world.

As recently as twenty-five years ago there was little
interest taken in Canada by Great Britain. Sir Frederick
Williams-Taylor, speaking before the Women's Canadian
Club in Toronto the other day explained the awakening of
British interest in Canada.

The South African war and Strathcona's Horse, Sir
Frederick remarked, probably did more towards arousing
England’s real interest that any event since the con-
quest by Wolfe or the trek of the U.E. Loyalists from the
United States. With almost startling rapidity the scene
changed.

“It would seem,” said Sir Frederick, “as if some mag-
ician had touched the Dominion with his magic wand, gal-
vanizing it from sleepy mediorrity into one of the
most interesting countries of modern
days, with possibilities undreamt of a brief quarter of a
century before. The magician was London credit, London
gold, London wealth.”

The eye of the spectator and of the investor was turned
toward the country. Our governments, our transportation
‘companies, our cities, our companies, were enabled to bor-
row money. in London in ever-increasing volume, on more
and more favorable terms “‘until a point was reached where
the yield in Dominion Government stock corresponded to
that upon the premier security of the world—British con-
sols. It is noteworthy that in the midst of the panic of
1907, C. P. R., was able to dispose of its 4 per cent. per-
petual debenture stock at over par, when the best rail-
ways in the United States were unable to borrow money
on any terms in reason.”

Sir Frederick discussing the investment in the Dom-
inion by other countries, notably the United States, remark-
ed that a very different process had been in operation. Un-
til recently the bulk of investment by the United States
had been made by the manufacturers, who established
branches of great industries or original enterprises under
their own management. “The shrewd American invests in
Canada, but camps beside his investment and manages it
himeslf.” The Briton handed his money , over to us in
vastly greater volume in exchange for promises to pay in
the shape of stocks, bonds and shares, leaving to us its
disposition and management. The merchants and manufac-
turers of Great Britain have not, to our regret established
themselves in business in the Dominion to the extent we
would wish, to the extent we think circumstances would
justify.

The whole national funded debt of the Dominion of
Canada had been advanced by the people of Great Britain,
and the same applied to almost the entire funded debt of
the various provinces and the chief cities of Canada. The
G. T. R,, and the G. T. P., had been built entirely with Brit-
ish money. The main portion of the money invested in the
C. P. R, came from London. The Canadian Northern had
reached its present stage almost entirely with British
capital. Many millions of dollars had been invested by
Great Britain in our public utility and industrial enter-
prises.

A dozen years ago Canada had become -the vogue in
Great Britain. The vogue developed into enthusiasm, mer-
ging into something approaching a craze. As a natural se-
quence, British credulity was taken advantage of by men
whose' sole motive was self-aggrandizement. “I cannot
speak temperately of these vultures,” said Sir Froderick,
“and the law «f likel is strict.”

Reaction. from this unhealthy condition was inevitable,
and commenced prior to 1910, The defeat of reciprocity
gave a fresh jmpetus‘ to Canada’s popularity in London,
however, and when the tide of favor commenced to ebb
once more, it was checked and fresh enthusiasm aroused
by Canada’s proposed naval contribution. Then came the
defeat of the naval bill and the collapse of the land boom,
cnupled with toe misadveniures of several industrial en
terprises, all synehronizing with the Balkan War at a
moment ; when the international monetary situation was
causing universal perturbation, “And so we came to the
1100l precediny tile present -devasteting war. London
continued to buy our securities, to provide us with work-
ing capital, but the craze for Canada vanished—forever,
let ug hope.” B

Pointing out that one of the outstanding economic
teatures of the war, as affeqtipg Canada with:that' Knglisk:
capital, formerly pouring in at :he rate of $30,000,000 per
mouth, had ¢eased ahruptly, Sir Frederick said . that in
the interval before thre flow conid be resnmed it wonld séem
well for us “to undergo the course of introspection to re-

‘view the financial events of the past, to turn the key of
" 3 e » A as
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Sir,— Will you kindly permit me‘a ;
word in reply to the letter of Consul
! Mays in the Guardian of February 3,
1916, inasmuch as he charges the Bos.
ton paper with having incorrect fig-
ures.

Consul Mays has reported to this
country that the average price re-
ceived for pelts in the March and
June sales was $155.72. In this same
report he tries to show that the aver-
age for Prince Edward Island pelts
was less than the general average. In
our hand at the time we had copy of
an invoice showing that pelts from
Prince Edward Island, none of which
were first class, brought an average
of over $950. each, Does Consul
Mays deny that these figures are true?
The editorial' quoted states further
that:— ~

“The average of all pelts sold at
these London sales for seven years
ending in 1911 was only $226, but the
average for the 171 Prince Edward ls-
land pelts sold in that period was
$830."

Does Consul Mays deny the correct:
ness of these figures?

Consul Mays says: *“The statement
of the number of foxes in Prince Ed-
ward Island being 4,587 applies to all
foxes including the large number of
ordinary red foxes. My figures as I
plainly state refer to Silver Black
foxes.” This is exactly why we criti-
cize him as being unfair, as he takes
the capitalization covering all kinds
of foxes, ranches, farms and equip-
ments and divides it by the number
of one class of foxes, If he wishes to
be correct why does he not give- the
actual capital covering the Silver
Black Foxes and divide that by 2,600?

Does Consul Mays deny the fence
of any ranch cost $6,000.00?
Does Consul Mays know the average
cost of the ranches and equipment of
the incorporated companies in Prince
Edward Island? If_he does we chall-
enge him to publish it in the Charlot-
tetown papers.

The Consul states that he is a true
friend of the fox business. He seems
to be rather unfortunate in his at-
tempt to be a friend as no American
investor that I know of considers him
a friend but rather the opposite and
are heartily ashamed of being repre-
sented by a man so unjust and  un-
fair,

In the letters which he has written
(o this country it is very plain to bhe
seen that not one dollar of American
money will be invested in the fox
business if it is possible for him to
prevent it. Perhaps this is friendship,
but we fail here to understand it as
such.

He has stated in the Charlottetown
papers that every statement he bhas
made js correct. 1 submit the follow
ing quotations from his report and
letters and will  ask him to state
which of them is correct as they can-
not all be right.

A.— “The average price
of silver fox furs for the last ten
years has been $524.00 aach, For
breeding purposes foxes are worth
only slightly more than this price be-
cause they are monagamisis.”

B.—"If you conld huy the best silver
foxes at one thousand dollars e ach
and could raise foxes for sev rel
years, you might male a profit, pro-
vided the present arerazc price for
their skins should remain at  some-
where near $500.00.”

C.—"The valud of the foxes,in the
companies here is muchless than the
price at which they are capitalized,
consequently, those who invest in
these companies run cousiderable
risk of losing their ; monty. It was
openly stated by a prominent fox man
in public meeting that the pups of
some  rogistered silver foxes were
common red -foxes.”

“The average price obtained for
black silver fox pelts for the ten
vears ending with 1911 as $326.30."

“Hudson Bay Company quoted on
page 208 of Fur Farming in Canada
gives $352.30 as the average price of
the skins of silver foxes for the ten
years,ending with 1911.” Reference
to the above page in Fur Farming in
Canada will show that the average
which Mr. Mays gives was received
for a period covering only two years
instead of ten as he states. The av-
erage for the ten years ending 1911
is considerably lower than the figure
he gives. i

Continuing, in the letter last quot-
ed, he attempts to prove by garbled
quotations that the average price re-
geived for Prince Edward Island skins
is very much lower than the genera!
average quoted in these figures from
Fur Farming in Canada. How does
Consul Mays explain these statements
when compared with the statement he
is reported to have made to the Editor
of the Patriot when he stated that he
'belir'ved every word in the write up
in that paper of January 7th showing
the price received for Prince Edward
Island skins?

E—"The average price of the pelts
which is from one-thirtieth to one
fifteenth of the value at which they
are now capitalized.”

He gives the capitalization of foxes
in one letter as $16,000 to $30,000 per
pair—in ancther $14,000 to $31,600—
in a third $16,000 to $31,600—in a
fourth $20,000 per pair. We know that
some of the best foxes in Prince Ed-
ward Island at the present time are
capitalized at from $8,000 to $10,000
per pair. We will let Consul Mays
explain which of his statements is
correct and make it fit with the actual
and correct figures. P

In one of his letters we find the fol-
lowing paragraph: “Companies form-
ed here for the sale of stock, or for the
sale of foxes to stock comipafies who
expect to sell fox stock in the United
States, capitalize thelr foxes at prices
ranging from $16,000.00 to $30,000:00
per pair, and by a great advertising
campaign around Boston and New
York, have sold much stock. When-
ever the American people cease to
buy stock of these companies, the
price of foxes will naturally drop to
the price of their pelts which is from
one thirtieth to one fifteenth of the
value at which they are now capital:
ized.” Will Consul Mays kindly state

was carried on in New York or Bos:
ton?

Mr. Mays makes the statement that

Edward Island fox, and that there

canse the imported stock is just as

CONSUL MAYS: INTERROGATED

when a great advertising campaign |

the ordinary wild fox is worth exact-|
ly a8 much and is just as good as the |
best pedigreed standard bred Prince |

is little. use of attempting to mark}
foxes in any way for identification be-|'

& " 24 i

preseent time for $1,000 per pair. If
he‘will indicate to me where standard
bred Prince Edward Island silver
black foxes can be purchased for
$1,000 per pair or for $2,000 per pair,
1 shall be glad to hand him a check
for $1,000 for the information as sev-
eral Boston parties are anxious to
buy foxes provided they can be pury
chased at anywhere near the figures
quoted above. The above letter, while
directed to Consul Mays and asking
for his definite reply to the above
questions and statements is submitted
to the Guardian for publication so
that the people of Prince Edward Is-
land, and every other place where the
Guardian is read, may judge as to the
correctness of the reports being sent
to this .country by the present Amer-
ican Consul,: We request that his an-
swers to all of the above shall also be
printed in the Guardian.

The attitude of the International
Fox Breeders' Association, of which
the writer is the Provisional Secre-
tary, demands in its constitution and
by-laws that there shall be no mis-
representation or statement tending to
mislead investors, put out in this
country by any Company, and if Con-
sul Mays is what he pretends to he
he will work in harmony with the
above Association and not otherwise,
as he seems to be inclined.to do.

I am Sir, etc.,
G, J.
Poston, Mass., Feb, 8, 1915,

CANADIAN EARTHQUAKES

The Moncton Times recalls that on
February 7th, 1855, an earthquake oc-
curred which “is still remembered by
the older citizens of Moncton. The
first shock was felt about six o'clock
in the morning, a second and a heavier
shock followed a few minutes later,
and lighter shocks continued through-
out the day, The people of the Bend
thought the end of the world had
come. The ground trembled like a
leaf in the breeze. Great rents were
made in the roadway, and on the
banks of the river, the tide being low
when the heavier shocks occurred.”

It may not be generally known that
another and more serious earthquake
occurred, also in February, 1663,
which is known as “The Great Earth-
quake.” The Baron d’Avaugour, a
native of France, and at that time re-
siding in Canada, briefly describes the
earthguake as follows: “On the Oth
of Febhiuary we had an earthyuake
which centinued during half of a quar
ter of an hour. It was repeated from
time to time during nine days and was
perceptible until the last of the
month, but steadily diminishing."”

A descrirption by Father Lalemant
is quoted in the “Makers of Canada”
of which the following are extracts:

“It was February 5, 1663, about half
past five in the evening, when a great
roar was heard at the same time
throughout the extent of Canada. This
noise, which gave the impression that
fire had broken out in all the houses,
made everyone rush out of~doors in
order to flee from such sudden con-
flagration. But instead. of seeing
smoke and flames, the people were
much surprised to hehold walls totter-
ing, and all the stones moving as if
they had become detached; the roofs
seemed to bend downward on one side,
then on the other; the hellg rang of
their own accord; joists, rafters and
boards cracked, ‘the earii quivered
and made the stakes of the palisades
jance in a manner which would ap-
pear incredible if we had not seen it
in various places.

“Then everyone rushes outside, ani-
mals take to flight, children cry
through the streets, /men and women,
selzed with terror, know not where
to take refuge, thinking at every
moment that they must be cither over-
whelmed in the ruing of houses or
buried in some abyss about to open
under their feet; some falling to their
knees in the snow c¢ry for mercy;
others pass the rest” of the night in
prayer.

REILY,
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“The disorder was much greater in
the forest. It seemed that there was
a battle hetween the trees, which were
hurled together, and not only their
branches, but even their trunks seem-
ed to leave their places to leap upon
each other with a noise and confusion
which made our savages ‘say the
whole forest was drunk.

“There seemed to be the same com-
bat between the mountains, of which
some were uprooted and hurled upon
the others, leaving great chasms in
the places whence they came, and
now burying the trees with which they
weve covered, deep in the earth up to
their tops, now thrusting them in,
with branches downward, taking the
place of the roots, so that they left
only a forest of upturned trunks.

“While this general destruction was
going on on land, sheets of ice, five
or six feet thick, were broken and
shattered to pleces, and split in- many
vlaces, whence arose thick vapor or
streams of mud and sand which as-
cended high into the air; our springs
either flowed no longer or ran with
sulphurous waters; the rivers were
»ither lost from sight or hecame pol-
luted, the waters of some becoming
vellow, those of others red, and the

(Continued on page §) ]
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::You need Rexall Beef, Iron and
Wine to build up your body after that
attack of “Grippe”; should you take
a relapse while your body is still weak,
it might prove fatal. Now is the timoe
to start taking it, don't delay. Price
7bc. per bottle, 3 for $2.00. MacKin-
non Drug Co., Corner Great Georgoe
and Kent Streets. MIStf.

F iftéen Years of Unparalled:

Success is our R‘ecord_._..-\

* Qur supreme ambition is to give perfect satis-
faction, to treatour customers with the utmost
courtesy and consideration, to offer for sale only
drugs that will come up to our high ideals of clean-
liness, freshness, and purity. In our mind these are
the essentials that mark a good drugstore, make
customers and keep them. Our fifteen years of en-
tire success, and our now .rapu.ily increasing bus-
iness, is evidence that our high aim is being apprec-
iated. '

'Our extensive business permits us to replenish
our, stock often, thus keeping it new and fresh.
Comein and let us prove to you that our drugstore
service excels all others—our staff of qualified
pharmaceutists are right now ready and anxious to
serve you to your entire satisfaction. ;

The 2 Macs

‘ |
\

i

The 'll)ependable
Drugstore

149 Gt, . Geo.
Street

wan

Butterick Fashions

SPRING 1915
Youcan get any Butterick Pattern
you wish FREE

600 Lovely Designs are shown in
the Quarterly

BUTTERICK FASHIONS, 25c¢ a Copy

With each copy you can choose any one you like
and get any Butterick Pattern FREE

THE DELINEATOR is the one absolutely
reliable fashion authority of the world.  Get the
latest issue 15 cents a copy. for February.

BUTTERICK PATTERNS are as popular on
P. E. Island as they are in Paris, London, New
York or Toronto.

Battericks Lead Everywhere

_BURTON'S
WASH FABRICS

These fabrice make the lovliest
waists and Summer Dresses. We
expecta large shipment this week.
Burton’s fabrics include New
Cloths for 1915, Ratines and
Crepes, Mercerized Cottons, Voiles
plain and stripes, Crepe du Chenes,
Madras, Galateas, Basket Cloths,
Mercerized Poplins and a great
variety ot novelty fabrics, confined
_exclusively to us in Charlottetown.

 PATON’S |

“Every, wise landlord will find it
advisable to visit the great sale of |
wall paper remnants—you will be able |
to get what you want at half the usual |
E""; during the sale. Moore & Mc-

eod.

ies Kid

Winch hava brel trad o ODUTATSS

B i T VR

anteed: dtock ean b purRATed At

The real thin, for your
tﬁlp'cold gv,nﬂ'uytr a

H

 Come Here For Youy---

CRE

g

 Snow Shovels

We are now showing a
splendid line of:the best
quality” steel snow shovels,
they are stro_nﬁly made, are
light in weight, and have
the long handles that does
not tire the back.

1f you need a snow shovel,
and want a good one, you
should at least see our show-
ing before making a pur-
chase. ;

Fennell & Chandley

/
Hockey Supplies

You'll play better hockey,
and get more real enjoyment
out of the game if you get
your supplies here.

We have everything you
need for the game of hockey,
the quality of our goods is
exceptionally high, and the
prices very moderate..

. Come in and look over our
lines.

Ladies Boots $3.10 to $4.00 now $2,19,
Special Values in Ladies Tan Laced
La House Slipper, 1 strap $1.15 for 85c.
Ladies Pat. & Gun Metal Pumps from $3.00 éo
Men’s Black & Tan Boots ranging in price fr

Victoria Row J

of butt. Boots $3.75 for $2.50.

$3.65 now $2.38. ‘
om $4.00 to $6.00 seiling at 25 p. Discount. +.
2 ANC\ ' Ajoblotof
Childrens
" Q c 4




