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Important Changes In Existing
Law Discussed At Yesterday
Afternoon’s Session.
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THE CHARLOTTETOWN GUARDIAN

i it
The House met yesterday at|shall anyone operate upon ordrive
8.15 pm, over the surface of any paved

Mr. Mustard presented petitions
to amend the Crapaud Creamery
Incorporation Act and to amend
the Act to incorporate the Allister
Memorial Presbyterian Church at

7

y Act
In

highway any harrows, tractor,
machine, or implement of any de-
scription whose sharp or protrud-
ing edges or surfaces are liable to
cause damage to the surface of the

The Central Guardian

CONFEDEKATION LIFE INSUR-
ANCE. L~6798-7-12-312.

BOARD OF TRADE—Quarter-
ly meeting tomorrow, Wednesday,
8§ o’clock. L-15611,

AT GYRO — Mr. W. R. Shaw,
deputy minister of agriculture, was
speaker at the weekly Gyro meet-
ing last night. He gave an interest-
ing address on adult education. Mr,
R. B. Metzler contributed several
delightful vocal solos to the meet-
ing program.

LOBSTER PROBE REOPENS
TODAY—The Royal Commisson
investigating illegal lobster and
smelt fishing arrived at Alberton

last night to resume sittings this
afternoon, The Commission will |
also sit at Tignish, O'Leary, Bor-
den and possibly another sitting
well be held in Summerside, be-
fore returning to New Brunswick
for sessions at Buctouche, Traca=

" yeported agreed

pavement.”

Murray Harbor,
4 Mr. Jones

Hon, Mr. Prowse introduced pet-
itions from the City Council of
Charlottetown for bills to amend
the Charlottetown Incorporation
Act and to authorize the issuing
of debentures to the amount of

had rights on

The law in this
not be-made too drastic,

$140,000 for unemployment relief Mr. Wright supported the sec-
and permanent works projects. tion.
Bills in accord with the petit- Mr. McPhee sald this would

fons were received and read.

Hon. Mr. LePage presented_ a
bill to amend an Act respecting |
Fur Farming and Fur Dealing. |

Premier Campbell introduced the
Bill of Sale Act.

he erossed the road with his bin-
der. This goes to show that these
paved highways are going to be
very unsatisfactory.

Mr. Hughes said there was
nothing which put more pressure
on a road than a sharpshod horse.
Mr. Saville did not think it
would be much - hardship for a
farmer to observe the section.

Third Readings

The following bills were read a
third time and passed:

An Act to incorporate Morrls | prenier campbell  maintained
Bernard and Company Limited | ¢y,4 " orossing the road with a
(Hon. Mr. Allen) heavy machine would cause most

The Constables and Fence View-
ers Act (Hen, Mr, Dennis.)

The Prohibition Act (Premier
Campbell).

An Act to amend the Insurance

damage.

Mr. Jones: “Are the Government
tractors allowed to go down the
| road with caterpillar wheels?”
Premier Campbell: “Idon’t think

Act (Premier Campbell). 50.

On motion of Premier Campbell | “ar nrophoe: o1 saw them come
the House resumed —committee |;.o " Ty ot day.”
reading, with Mr. Jones in the Mr. Jones: “Right on the high-

. of the Registry Act. It was
to with amend-

ch way. They will do more damage
than farm tractors or harrows.”
ment.

Hon. Mr. Dennis thought there
was “a nigger in the woodpile
somewhere” inasmuch as the Pho-
tographers Association were ask-
Ing for this provision.

Mr. MacKinnon thought the Act
ghould prohibit the activities of
such persons altogether. )

Mr. LePage referred to similar
pbuses in connection with the
peddling of lightning rods.

Mr. Dennis said this House from
time to time had been asked to
pass legislation on behallf of the
Pharmaceutical Association, the
Medical Association, the 1egs,} pro-
fession, the nurses assoclatxon—-,

Voices: “The Dairy Association.”

Mr. Dennis: “We have not ams=

opportunity to know 1.“ this
case whether it is the public that
ts asking for this legislation. That
{s one of the reasons that I am
opposed to it.”

The section carried.
Pedestrian Traftic

Sec. 4 provides that pedestrians
must keep “as close to the left
hand' side of the road as is con-
veniently possible.” -

Premier Campbell stated that
pedestrians no less than motorists
had a duty with regard to high-
way safety. He had observed that
pedestrians for the most part, were
not performing their duty of keep-
ing to the left. This applied to
villages especially. In a certain
village he could name, they walk
in the middle of the
gape at a motorist until he is
right up to them, then they us-
ually go off in pairs on each side.
The .original section requiring ped-

keep to the left as far as reason=
ably convenient,

Mr. Saville said the school teach-
ers should be advised to instruct
the children to walk closely on the
left hand side.

Hon, Mr. Allen thought it would
be advisable to send out an officer
some evening and stop everyone

"Fish and Game Act

On motion of Hon. Mr. Allen
the House went into committee
with Mr. Wright in the chair on
an Act to amend the Peddlers Act.

Sec. 1 fixes the date of the ter-
mination of license, which was
agreed to without discussion.

“See. 2 amends Sec, 10 of the Act

which provides for a license of | of the road.

£200 on transient. and itinerant Mr. Hughes said it° was likely
photographers trangient under the | that all the members were motor-
Act meaning persons who have not | jsts, But the pedestrians’ rights
yesided in the province for ab | must be considered. It is very dif-

fleult to walk approaching a glar-

least one year immediately prior
ing headlight, He instanced the

to the date of. the issuing of the
Jicense.  The amendment adds to
t definition: “or a person rep-
resenting or selling or acting as
gn agent for a person, firm or
corporation having his or its head
office, or plant where the pictures
are finished or partly finished lo-
cated outside of this province.

Hon. Mr, McIntyre cited a per-
gonal experience in which h(_' had
been imposed upon by a picture

walk with the traffic.
able to walk.

was that walking against the traf-
fic was the only safe course.
horseback were included in the
new provision?

peddler  representing an outside Premier Campbell: “Just pedes-
concern. trians.”
Mustard: “It seems to me Mr. Mclsaac: “How can men on

Mr

thet guite a number of the meme | horsehack carry a light? Shouldn’t | for an accident for which he was
bers of this House have been dis- they be on the left-hand side of | not altogether responsible. Never-
satisfied with their photographs.” | the road too?” theless he may have been partly

Hon. Mr, Dennis urged that the |  Premier Campbell: “Possibly.” to blame. There should be an of-
bill be amended to permit natives Mr. Acorn said that wherever | fence covering this, other than
of the province to canvass for | the highway has been improved manslaughter. Apart from his re-

the public are absolutely obliged to
walk on the highway itself. He
suggested that the Public Works
minister should instruct his engi-
neers to take three, four or five
feet additional along where the

portraitures,

Mr. Cox said these outside can-
vassers were pretty slick fellows
but he Tun't | think the better
class of people would have any-
thing to do with them.

Mr, Dennis said the work could
not be done in this province.

them dressed up so that the pub-

Hon, Mr. Allen maintained the | lic could have a safe and conven-
econtrary. The work, he said, could | jent walk,
be done here very much better Hon., Mr. McIntyre said this

might be possible in some places,
but if the department were oblig-

and at very much less cost.

He was surprised that the Min-
Ister of Agriculture had the “aude-
ty” to suggest a change that
d have the effect of absolute«

than the standard 60 feet,
prepare this for pedestrians all

objected that this
would be hard on farmers, who
the highway long
before motor cars were introduced.
instance should

make a farmer liable to a fine if

die and possibly Moncton,

Probe Blast Plot In
British Golumbia

(C.P. By Guardfan’s Special Wire)

VICTORIA, April 12 — Commis-
sioner J. H. McMullin of Brilish
Columbia police, acting s“‘iﬁ.ly on |
a reported plot to blow up bridges
and industrial plants in the Douk-
hobor-populated  district around
Nelson, today ordered 28 guards
placed strategically around t reut-“
ened properties.

The Commissioner ordered the
guards placed around Canadian
Pacific Railway bridges and at the
Consolidated Mining and Smelting
Company plants at Trail after he
received word of the plot to de-
stroy them from Sergeant C. G.
Barber at Nelson.

McMullin did not say how the
plot became known,

road and*

estrians to walk to the left is now
amended by requiring them to

travelling on the right-hand side

traflic at Souris Beach, where it
was necessary for pedestrians to
One must
break the law or he will not be

Premier Campbell said the point

Mr. Mclsaac asked if personson

highways are impioved and have T

ed to take four or five feet more
and

ly destroying the section.

Hon. Mr. Dennis protested that
“andaeity” was an unparliamentary
word.

After some further discussion,
the hill was reported agreed to.

HIGHWAY ACT

On motion of Premier Campbell
the House went into committee
with Mr. Baker in the chair on
second reading of an Act to am-
end the Highway Act.

Sec. 1 sec. 22 (5) of the Act by
adding the provision that in the
case of a motor vehicle equipped
with a proper device for deflecting
headlights,a lighting device of noi
more than thirty-two mean spher-
jcal candle power may be carried
if the lamps of such device are
properly pre-focused for deflection.

Sec. 2 adds to Sec. 256 of the Act
the following as subsection (6):
“No person shall operate upon any
paved highway any vehicle or loc-
omotive equipped with lugs or oth-
er contrivances (except ordinary
chains, when necessary) which
project towards the pavement be-
yond the tire surface of the wheels
of such wehicle or locomotive; mor

along the highways, it would cost
a great deal of money., He agreed
with the Premier.that the only
safe course was to have people
walk against the traffic.

The section carried.

Sec, 5 provides, as an amend-
ment to Sec., 45 of the Act, that
no person shall operate a vehicle
on the shoulder of a paved high-
way except in case of urgent nec-
essity or emergency.”

On motion of Mr. Wright, it was
changed to cover only “a motor
vehicle.”

Sec. 5 amends Sec. 99 of the Act
by adding thereto as subsection
(a) the following:

“If an accident causing death or
grievous bodily harm to any per-
son occurs on any highway in the
province, and the driver of a mot-
or vehicle is, or hag been since the
first day of May 1936, charged with
manslaughter or criminal neglig-
ence in respect thereof, the oper~
ator's license of such driver shall
forthwith be suspended by the
Provincial Secretary, and shall not
be restored, nor shall such driver
he entitled to receive a new oper-
ator's license, without an order

1

«from the court or magistrate be~

Mr. Wright in the chair, of the
Fish and Game Protection Act.

L mier

fore whom such charge is dispos-
ed of.”

Premier Campbell said it has
been argued that there are ccr-
taln circumstances under which a
person might be found not guilty
of criminal negligence, and at the
same time should not be entitled
to receive back his license for a
considerable time.. To provide for
that the present amendment fis
introduced, which will require the
automatic cancelling or suspending
of the license of any one who is
charged with manslaughter or cri-
minal negligence in the case of a
motor accident, and before he gets
his license back he will not only
have to be acquitted of the charge
but will also have to produce an
order from the court settingforth
the opinion of the court that the
man’s license should be restored
to him.

Mr. Linkletter said there should
be a set time limit in such cases,
to insure that the motorist would
not be able to get his license back
for at least twelve months. Other-
wise there might be abuses under
the section.

Mr. Trainor suggested letting the
sectlon pass this year, and trying
it out. If it is not satisfactory, it
can be amended.

Mr. Linkletter: “And ‘keep on
killing! I think it should be made
more severe."”

Mr. Saville said there seemed to
be a tendency to class the person
in a motor accident as a poten-
tial criminal. “We must have some
respect for the courts. If thecourt
considers that a man is perfectly
innocent, then he should have the
right to get his license back.”
Mr. MacKinnon contended that
in every case of death ‘or grievous
bodily harm on the highway, some-
body is responsible. He did noi
think it would be a reflection on
the cowrts to set a minimum time
limit; perhaps it would be a justi-
fiable reflection on the jury system
as we find it today. At any rate,
he thought it would be a deter-
rent if motorists were compelled
by law to be careful.

Mr, Wright said there has been
a feeling that the public is not
properly protected. Judges and
juries have ‘been very loath to
send a man to the penitentiary

sponsibility, every one who has
been in a serious motor accident
has had a considerable nervous
shock which might well incapac-
itate him from operating a car for
some time.

Premier Campbell agreed with
the last speaker. At his suzges-
tion, an amendment was proposed
by adding to the section the words
“No such order shall be effective
until the .expiry of at least one
year after the laying of the charge
aforesaid.”

Progress was then reported
the bill.

On motion of Mr. Cox, the House
resumed committee reading, with

on

There was considerable discus-
sion on the question of advertis~
ing enclosed properties, and of the
close season for hares.and rabbits,

Mr. Baker again raised the ques-
tion of protecting Hungarian par-
tridge, at least for the present
year, with a close season,

Mr. Jones referred to the an-
nouncement that the Minister of
Agriculture was exchanging some
Hungarian partridge for ring-
necked pheasant. “I wonder,” he
said, “if the Minister has any
knowledge of ring-necked pheas-
ant. These birds will go in among
the hens and kill all the roosters,

They are a blooming nuisance,
something like skunks.”
Mr. Dennis: “I feel that the

importation of ring-necked pheas-
ant will be beneficial to the prov-
ince.”

At 6 p.m, progress was reported,
and the House took recess until 8
o'clock, when the Bud h

$63,288

Deficit

(Continued from page 1)

ion of expenditures and the bal-
ancing of our budget.

“On examination of the Public
Accounts for the year 1935, an al-

ever were in the history of the
provinge. -

“The Minister told us when we
set this objective of $300,000 for
.him that he was quite willing to
do his part to carry it g_ut‘. but

every of the L

arming situation was disclosed
that- in a single year the liabilities
of the province had been increased
by $952,000. During the course of
the present session the press has
endeavored to lay that huge In-
crease of liabilities to the charge

would be running in and wanting
this and that new and inordinate
and extravagant expenditure made.
I don't think that his prediction
in that direction was carried out,
because my experience with the

t memb of the Legislate

of the Liberal Gover t. But if
we remember, during the session
of last year, the same section of
the press analyzed that increase in
the following manner, charging
the outgoing MacMillan Govern-
ment with $608,000 and the incom-

| ing Liberal Government with $303,~

000, As I have already showed in
this House, that $343,000 was more
than accounted for by expenditur-
es In the latter part of 1035 in
connection with the completion of
capital contracts which had been
undertaken and commenced by the
outgoing Conservative Government,
so that on their own showing and
analysis The Guardian has estab-
lished. that the Liberal Govern-
ment from August to December of
1935 had at least a substantial
surplus on ordinary account,

“I don’t know that this isa very

| important or pertinent conclusion

because it' is always very difficult
to divide the Public Accounts at
any point in the fiscal year, But
we have the fact remaining that
there was a total increase in lia-
bilitles during 1935 of $952,000, and

| still more alarming that there was

during the same year a deficit on
ordinary account alone of $376,000,
all of which on The Guardian's
own showing was chargeable to the
period of the outgoing Conservat-
ive Government before the 15th
day of August. So that, pledged as
we were to a policy of reduction
of expenditures, of balancing the
budget, we were faced during the
session of 1936 with the difficult
programme of overcoming that en-
ormous deficit for a single yearof
$376,00. We were all agreed that
it was ‘a very bold stroke indeed,
Mr. Speaker, whereby we at-
tempted to estimate for the year
1936 for a deficit of only $70,000—
a reduction in a single year of the
current deficit in the amount of
$306,000. The press and even the
public were a little sceptical asto
the possibility of our achieving
that objective. We realized {t
ourselves, that it was a difficult
objective to set, and more difficult
to achieve. It was easy enough to
say on paper that we were balan-
cing our budget within $70,000, but
we all agreed that it was not so
easy to achieve the mark we had
set.

“Necessary Increases”

“As we went on the adminis-
tration of the year'swork we found
that we had even greater difficul-
ties to meet than we had antici-
pated; that there were a great
many increases in necessary ex-
penditure over which we can ex-
ercise no control. In a single item
of sinking fund alone there was &
necessary increase of $16,000. In
the item of interest alone there
was & necessary increase of $26,-
000; a necessary increase in lib-
rary service of $6,000, covering a
portion only of the year; a neces-
sary increase of $2,500 for the
services of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Rolice, an increase, I may
say, which arose as a result of an
agreement entered into by the
outgoing  Conservative: Govern-
ment; an increase in direct relief
of $6,000. Our friends the Con-
servative Government during the
election campaign said that if we
were going to balance our budget
we would have to'do it by elimin-
ating direct relief. Instead of that,
Mr. Speaker, we found ourselves
faced with a nccessary unpre-
ventable increase over the prev-
ious year of $6,000; in old age pen-
slons a necessary increase of $21,-
000, of which the province’s share
was $5,260 increase.

“To summarize, in looking over
the year's administration, we
found that there were uncontrol-
lable increases totalling $61,750
over the expenditurcs of 1935.

“Having set ourselves the diffi-
cult objective of reducing the
budget from $376,000 to $70,000 in
a single year; having in the face
of that been met with uncontrol-
lable increases in expenditure of
$61,750, it was with some consider-
able satisfaction that when we ex-
amined the Public Accounts of the
ordinary revenue and expenditures
for 1936 we found that we had not
only achieved the objective which
we had set up, but had reduced
the deficit to $24,650.”

The Premier at this point read
a commendatory article on the
showing, as reported, from the
Montreal Star.

“It is quite true,” he continued,
“as the editorinl states that the
task of reducing expenditures was
not an easy one, and in that con-
nection I think a great deal of
credit, perhaps the greatest credit,
is due to my hon. friend the Min-
ister of Public Works, because it
was In his department, principally,
that the reductions had to be
made. On one item alone, of
maintenance of highways, his es-
timate was cut from an expendit-
ure of $358,000 in 1035 to an es-
timate of $200,000 in 1936. The
press was soeptical and the public
were sceptical, I don't know but
that the members of the Legislat-
ure were sceptical, because our
friend the Minister had been,
rightly or wrongly, given the rep-
utation of being somewhat extrav-
agant. But the Minister not only
realized the objective which we
had set for him, but he reduced
the expenditures on maintenance
of highways from $350,000 in 1935
to $187,000 in 1936. And with the
exceplion of a very difficult spring
season and a still more difficult

I think it is un-

referred to elsewhere in today's
Guardian, was delivered by Pre-
Campbell,

contradicted that the roads of the
province during the summer scas-
on were in as good shape as they

ure is that they were just as anx-
ious as the members of the Gov-
ernment to have the affairs of the
country carried out with every
reasonable economy. And I must
say to the credit ‘of every one of
the members sitting atound this
House, that they have not ‘made
during the past year—and I know
they will not make during the
coming years—any of those ex-
travagant and inordinate demands
for expenditure of moneys which
have usually, or too often, charac-
terized private members of the
Legislature,

“Encouraged by the showing
which we made last year and on
our first examination of the Ac-
counts for 1936, the Government
entered into the optimistic hope of
achieving a completely balanced
budget for 1937. But unfortun-
ately, as the estimates of the var-
ious departments were prepared, as
they were gone over, first by the
treasury department, in the sec-
ond place by the treasury board,
and later by the members of this
House in caucus, it was discovered
that we were again faced with a
large budget of uncontrollable in-
creases of expenditure, almost eq-
ual, if not greater, than the un-
controRable increases for the pre-
vious year. '
“Emergency Estimate”

“During the late autumn and
early winter season, the highways
of the province, and especially the
natural clay surfaced highways,
through excessive rains, followed
by frost and thaws, and subse-
quent freezings, had got into &
very bad condition indeed, prac-
tically impassable in a great
many ocases, . And so, Mr. Speaker,
the Government was obliged to
ask for an emergency estimate of
$20,000 in order simply to repair
the ravages thus occaslioned, in
particular to the dirt roads.

“Our sinking fund, again, was
an uncontrollable increase of $8,-
000. Old age pensions, an increase
of $22,000, of which our provincial
share will be $5,500.

“You will remember that during
the election campaign we pledged
ourselves to.return to the fisher~
men, farmers and other users of
stationary engines the full rebate
on the gosline - tax. During last
session we were unable to see our
way clear to do this, but we feel
that it is only just that at the
present session provision should be
made to this effect. The funda-
mental principle behind the impo-
sition of the gasoline tax is that
those who use the highways should
contribute toward thelr construct-
fon and upkeep. The fisherman
does not do s0. The farmer with
his tractor or stationary engine
does not do so. Therefore we see
no reason why they should con-
tribute to this tax. Therefore we
shall have during the present year
an additional uncontrollable in-
crease in gasoline rebate of $7,000,

“‘On interest there is anotherin-
crease of $9,000, which is unoon-
trollable. On libraries there is an
increase from $6,000 to $14,000, or
a net increase of $8,000. On adult
education, $2,000. On Royal Can-
adian Mounted Police, $2,500; the
second increase due to the agree-
ment entered into by the outgoing
Conservative Government. In the
Department of Public Health ser-
vices, an increase of $8,500. That
is not strictly speaking an increase
of expenditure, but it means an
increase owing to the loss which
we have sustained in the expiry of
the grant recelved in previous
years from the insurance compan-
ies in connection with our De-
partment of Public Health,

A $63,288 Deficit

“So we are faced at present
with the outlook of uncontrollable
increases of expenditure for the
current year, totalling $70,500.
With, that fact in view, the treas-
ury department, the treasury board
and the members of the Legislat-
ure in caucus havs very carefully
scrutinized the estimates of expen-
diture and revenue, and the best
estimate which we feel justified in
making is a total of ordinary ex-
penditure for the current year of
$1,863,104, and of revenue for the
same period of $1799,816, leaving
an estimated deficit for the year
1937 of $63,288.

“We could easily adopt a more
optimistic attitude and say that we
were guing to balance our budget
this vety year. But we preferred
to do as we did in 1036, place the
facts fairly and squarely before the
Legislature and if possible achieve
a better showing at the end of the
year than we undertook to do at
the present session.

“I do not intend to weary mem-
bers of the House with a detailed
analysis of the expenditures. The
details will become apparent on a
consideration of the estimates in
committee of the whole. I will
leave even the outline of the de-
partmental expenditures to he
dealt with by the heads of the
various departments,

Dept. of Justice

“Possibly I might spend a very
short time in dealing with the es-
timates of the administration of
Justice; not so much perhaps asto
the details of the amounts ex-
pended, which are more or less
constant and uncontrollable in this
department, but rather to details
of the manner in which those ex-

penditures are being carrfed onut
“I have mentioned already t:-¢

both in 1036 and 1937 there wasan |
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increased expenditure for the
maintenance of the Royal Canad-
ian Mounted Police. In explanat-
fon of that I may say that under
the original 1032 agreement, the
annual cost to the province was to
be $15000. The agreement was
amended in 1934 by a provision
for additional men for the provin-
clal service, and the other side of
the agreement was that the prov-

- ince’s contribution towards their

maintenance should be increased
from $15000 to $20000 a year.
That increase, as I said, was made
by the late Conservative Govern-
ment, but it did not come into ef-
fect until June, 1936. The result
was that we were obliged to pro-
vide $2500 of the increase last
year to cover the latter half of the
year, and the balance of the $2,500
increase comes in this year. So
that during the present year the
cost of the Royal Canadian Mount-
ed Police—unless we can obtain
some amendment of the agree-
ment, will be $20,000 instead of
$15,000 in 1934 and 1935.

Commends R.C.M.P.

“In view of the services which
the Mounted Police render to the
province, I don’t really think that
this charge is excessive. Thelr
provincial services may he divided
roughly into three classes. First,
the enforcement of the criminal
code, which is legislation of the

on Parliament, but its en-
forcement in each province is the
liabjlity ot the department of Jus~
tice of that province. Under the
Jurisdiction of the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Mounted Police enforce
the criminal code in the province
with ‘the exception of the ity of
Charlottetown and the town of
Summerside. The other part of
their work is in enforcing provin-
clal statutes, and of these statutes
those which occupy the most of
thelr time and attention are the
Highway Traffic Act, and the Pro-
hibition Act,

“I think in mentioning this mat-
ter that I should say something
about the cooperation andthe ser-
vices which the Mounted Police
have rendered, not only to this
Government but to all govern-
ments of this province, in carry-
ing out systematic ‘and thorough
enforcement both of the provin-
clal statutes and of the eriminal
code. Without detracting from any-
thing I might say regarding tie
services or efficiency of any in-
dividual member of the force, I
feel it fitting to express my ap-
preciation, and the appreciation of
the Government, for the untiring
and efficient service which has
been rendered the Government by
Inspector Fripps, as head of the
Mounted Police in this province.

“The Highway Traffic Act and
its administration, as Inspector
Fripps' report shows, indicates a
constant  vigilance on the part of
the police. 1t is often said that
the police should patro. the high-
ways, particularly the paved high-
ways. But if the truth were known
there is a systematic and almost
constant patrol maintained, espec-
fally on the paved highway be-
tween Charlottetown, Summerside
and Borden. This is very neccs-
sary, and during the coming seas-
on it is the intention to increase
the constancy and efficiency of
that patrol, because the paved
highway seems to offer an in-
creased temptation to those who
are iInclined to drive faster than
is safe,

“There has been throughout the
province a general impression that
there was a great and growing in-
crease in the number of accidents
on the highway. Now it is quite
true that there are a great many
accidents on the highway; it ic
doubly regrettable that a consid-
erable number of these accidonts
have resulted in fatal or serious
injury to human beings. But a
study of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police report shows that
the general suspicion of increase
of aocidents is unfounded, because
in 1936 there were only 180 re.
ported accidents, against 225 re-
ported acoidents in 1935, .

“There have been a large num-
ber of convictions under the
Highway Traffic Act, many of them
for first offense, which in them-
celves are not very serlous, but the
police go on the assumption and
on the theory that it is better to
nip these minor' infractions in the
bud rather than to wait until they
grow into greater and more dan-
gerous offences.

Drunken Driving

“I am very sorry to have to re-
port that in the province during
the year there were 41 convictions
for intoxicated driving. Every one
of these persons was glven a jall
sentence, as is provided by the
criminal code. In addition to the
Jail sentence, every one of those
individuals had his license cancell-
ed for aperiod of at least one year
and in some cases for a longer
period. And I may further state
that not a single one of those 41
licenses was reinstated within the
time for which it was cancelled.
But 41 convictions for intoxicated
driving in a year are too many.
And I will take the responsibility
of making this statement, that if
there is no improvement in this
situation, some bright morning of-
fenders will wake up and find that
their licenses will be eancelled, not
for a period of one year, but for a
period of two or three years, or
evon for their lifetime.

“In this connection I might re-
mind the House of the amendment
to the Highway Traffic Act which
was introduced and read in com-
mittee this afternoon, to the effect
that when there was a fatal accl-
dent on the highway, or when there
is an accident causing grievous bod-
ily harm, then any perscn who is
charged with manslaughter or
criminal negligence in’connection

with such an accident will have his |

license automatically suspended
and such license will not be restor-
ed until the offender obtains a cer-
tificate from the Court, ordering
the return of his flocnse. m ali
these cases, the government is en-
deavor'ng and is determined to give
tho greatest possible -protection to
the publie, both to motorists, to
cairiage drivers, and to
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against the danger which may be
occasioned by reckless or intoxicat-
ed drivers. v

Prohibition

As I sald, the other provincial
statute which takes up a good deal
of the time of the police and of
- the Department of Justice is the
Prohibition Act. The Mounted Po-
lice have been very active in this
matter during the year 1935, with
the result that 273 convictions were
recorded, and during recent months
there were 22 suspensions of the
right to issue prescriptions on the
part of physiclans and dentists.
The attitude of this government to-
wards discussion on the Prohibition
Act, either in this House or else-
where, has been one of silence. The
government has felt that the less
sald about the issue the better, be-
cause any argument which we
might put forth, one way or the
other, would be only apt to stir
up agitation and contention, We
felt that the proper attitude to
take ‘was to make an honest effort
tc_)blenfgrca the Act to the best g&s-
5 ble degree, and to say not|
about it, 4 d

“I regret, however, that our
silence in this direction has been
misinterpreted. . The matter of en-
forcing an Act such as the Pro-
hibition Act has become increas-
ingly difficult. One of the increases
in difficu’ty has been caused by the
faci that similar legislation has
been abandoned in every other pro-
vince of Canada, in the United
States of America, and possibly in
every other part of the world. So
that under any circumstances it is
pretly difficult for a province of
88,000 or 90,000 le to set a
moral standard, enforcedq by legis-
lation, which is at varfance with—
in advance of—the moral standard,
soc'al standard, of the whole of the
rest of the world.

“In administering this Act the
government is confronted, as usual
by the actions—the machinations, I
might say,—of the bootleggers and
other law breakers, This is the least
serious opposition we have to cope
\v‘lm We have been continually
attacked on the left by advocates
of the repeal of the Prohibition
Act, while we have been with equal
cont'nuity attacked on the right by
our political opponents and by the
bress. Worst of all, we have been,
if not continuously, then from time
to time, knifed in the back, as I
might put it, by a great number
of undoubtedly  well intentioned
temperance workers who have been
misled by the propaganda of poli-
Lticians and agitators, into adopting
an attitude of suspic’on and dis-
trust towards the government; and
this was undoubtedly the most dif-
ficult of all the opposition, and of
all the obstacles which the govern~
ment had to contend with in en-
forcing this -act. The situation
Would have hecome intolerab’'e had
it not been for the sound Judg-
ment and sincere cooperation of
the continuing committee of the
Te‘{nperance Federat'on,

‘Now without going  Into the
merits or demerit: of the Prohibi-
tion Act, I may simply state that
the government has maintained
this Act on the statute books, and
in enforcement, in spite of all dif-
ficulties, in spite of opposition
from all querters. And during the
coming year we assure the public
of even greater efforts to provide
a proper and adcgiate enforce-
mqnt of this legislation.

“We realize, Mr. Speaker, that
conditions are still far from ratis-
factory in this direction, but I
think members of the House and
the public will feel encouraged by
the report of Inspector Fripps, who
I feel is somewhat in an indepen-
dent situation in thig connection
beca}xse he has served under two
administrations and under two
systems, both ynder Conervatives
and Liberals; both under Commis-
sion and under Government en-
forcement; and his statement in
his report is to this effect: it 15 be-
lieved that the traffic in illicit
liquor is becoming less,

“I have taken the trouble to as-
certain the views of every member
of this Legislature on temperance
matters, not only on the matter of
Prohibition, but on the deeper and
broader principle of true temper-
ance; and as a result of the trouble
that I took in that direction T con-
fidently declare my  belief that
there never sat in thig Legislature
thirty men who by reason of their
Own personal convictions, by reason
of the sense of responsibility which
they feel to the constituents whom
they represent, by rea-on above all
of their own personal conduct and
example—I say I don't belleve that
there ever sat in this House thirty
men who are better entitled to be
entrusted with the cause of true
tefnperance in this province.

‘This however is not sufficlent.
It is necessary that the govern-
ment and the Legislature should
have the unequivocable support of
all true advocate; of temperance in
this Province. Even then the prob-
lem will be difficult. But—I quote
again from the report of
Fripps _who from his experience is
fully alive to the situation—‘with-
out more sincere support from the
better class of citizens, the de-
Bree of cuccess with ° which the
Act is enforced can never be in-
creased.’

“In order to recure this more
sincere support from  the better
class of citlzens which is 80 ob-
viously necessary for the enforce-
ment of this law or any other law,
the government purposes to em-
bark on a programme of educati

TABLES REPORT
T0 COUNCIL ON
LIGHT PROBLEN

Coun. Chandler Gives
Interim Report On
Valuation Of Mari.
time Electric Assets,

The following .interim report on
the valuation of the assets of the
Maritime Electric Co. Ltd, by the
Board of Public Utilities was tab-
led by Coun, R. C. Chandler, Char-
man of the Light Committee, at
the regular monthly meeting of .
the City Council last night,

Your Worship:—

In the matter of a monthly ye.
port from your Light Committes,
I am pleased to be able to say
that there is nothing to report,

However with your permission 3
should like to use the time allot.
ted to this report to refer to the
matter of the appraisal now being
made of the assets of the Mari-
time Electric Co, Itd. under the
authority of the Board of Public
Utilities, This appraisal is being
made to enable this Board to in-
telligently determine the amount
of money this Company should be
allowed to carn, and with thi
knowledge to decide whether the
rates charged the users of elec-
tricity in this city are, or are not,
excessive,

The engineers who are making
this valuation, and inspection of
the Company's books, were en-
gaged by the Board of Public Ut.
ilities, and are in no degree what.
soever employed by the OCity of
Charlottetown, although the action
of the Board was probably in.
spired by the -complaint filed by
the City that the rates were ex-
cessive. The question of light rates
in Charlottetown has been the
topic of discussion for agood many
years, and your committee decid-
ed that, in the interests of our
citizens, and possibly in fairnessto
the Maritime Electric Company,
the Board of Public - Utilities
should be urged to at once com.
mence a thorough investigation;
and settle the question finally,
whether or not Charlottetown,and
the citi of Charl were
paying an excessive rate for elec-
tricity. The Board agreed to do
this, but brought to our attention
that they were not in possession
of sufficient funds to pay the cur-
rent expenses involved, and in.
quired of the City as complainant,
and the Maritime Electric, as the
public utility concerned, if they
were each willing to advance to
the Board one half of the sum
needed for the conduct of the in-
quiry, This your Council agreed
to do, and at a meeting on May
11th last passed a resolution auth-
orizing the Finance Committee to
advance to the Board of Public
Utilities a sum equal to one half
of the cost of the investigation,
and further in the event of the
Maritime Electric Co. being un-
willing to provide the remaining
half, to provide the whole sum re-
quired. The second half of the
resolution was added to ensure
that the investigation would not
be delayed by any possible reluct-

-ance on the part of the Company,

This contingency did not arise,
and to date the City, and the
Company has each provided the
Board with four thousand dollars.
In the preamble to th

accepted

& I

it states “Whereas the

practice in conducting public ut-
ility investigations in other prov-
inces has been, except where &
complaint has been shown to be
utterly frivolous, and of such a
plainly unfounded nature as to
cause the Board to decide thatthe
filing of the complaint was un-
warranted, and mischievous, to
assess the costs against the public
utility concerned.” ;

A not always accurate, though
always anonymous, correspondent
of our press, who possibly may
have come to your attention as
one “Citizen” referring to this
paragraph of the resolution writes
“I am quite sure that neither the
mover (myself), nor the seconder
(Councillor McLeod) have the least
knowledge of what the practice is
in other provinces.”

Now Your Worship, before writ-
ing that paragraph of the resolu-
tion I consulted the City Record-
er, who has made a study of the
matter, and a gentleman froman-
other province who played a pro-
minent part in enquiries hefore
the Boards of Public Utilities of
at least two other provinces, and
whose business makes it necessary
for him to study very thoroughly
the decisions of the Boards of all
the other provinces, Great Britain
and the United Btates.

Now, as to the possibllities of
our complaint’ being adjudged fri-
volous, or mischievous. Events
since the filing of this complaint
have provided pretty conclusive
evidence that it could not be plac-
ed in either category. I refer {0
the reduction in the rate for street

along the lines of temperance, I
don't think'that temperance is the
only branch of law observance or
enforcement which requires a pro-
gramme of this kind. Such a pro-
gramme has been repeatedly urged
upon us by the Courts and by oth-
ers in connection with the motor
vehicle traffic; the safety of the
highways; and the proposal is that
our special adult programme will
include not only matters pertain-
ing to temperance and the enforce-
ment of Prohibition, but all law
observance, with particular stress
on highway traffic safety, The de-
tails of this programmee have not
yet been arranged but will be made
known at a later date."
(To Be Continued)

One of the happler thoughts in

lighting which was .made shortly
afterwards, This as you know
amounted to 12%%, and enabled
your Council to.place a large num-
ber of badly needed:lights at no
increase in cost. of this
reduction in relation to City's
eomplaint, I might mention that
it was first offered to us on con-
dition that we signed a five year
contract, Feeling that this might
prejudice our complaint, and the
interests of the citizens, as con-
sumers of electricity, your commit=
tee refused. The Maritime Elec+
tric Co. then proceeded to file the
new rate with the Board of Publio,
Utilities as a voluntary reducti™n

Then more recently the Mnrl-;
time Electric Oo, notified the Board'
that thi N
they had previously called an “in=
dudement rate” into an “immed-

life:—8pring is seidom as slushy as
the poet tries to make it. -

(Continued on page 9)
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