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DEBATE ON
“Rigid Economy” Urged
In Maiden Speeches By
Messrs. Mclsaac & Baker

- mendatory Terms By Govern-
-ment Supporters From First
- Kings And Fourth Prince.

Maiden speeches strongly indors-
ing fulfilment of the ‘“‘economy”
pledges of the Campbell Govern-
ment were made in the Legislature
yesterday by Messrs. P, A. McIsaac,
Pirst Kings, and C. C. Baker, Fourth
Prince, mover and seconder respect-
ively of the Draft Address in reply
to the Speech from the Throne.

Excepting the Premier, they were
the only speakers in the debate,
which was brought to, & close short-
ly. before 6 p. m. when the House
adjourned until 3 o'clock this after-
noon.

MR, MCISAAC'S ADDRESS

Mr. Speaker: In rising to move
the debate on the Draft Address,
in reply to the Speech from the
Throne, I wish first to congratulate
you cn - your appointment to the
Speaker's Chair. Your position is
a responsible one, and I bespeak
for you the co-operation of my fel-
low members. I am confident your
rulings will be just and impartial,
and such as to eliminate discord
throughout the session.

Qur congratulations are also due
to the Hon. Mr. LePage on his well
merited appointment. to President
of the Executive Council and to the
Hon. Mr. Dennis, another of the
vetemans of our House, on his ap-
pcintment to the Portfolio of Min-
ister of Agriculture, and to our
newest member Mr. Horace Wright,
who recently won his bye-election
in Prince County.

I must also express my appreci-
ation of the honor which has heen
.conferred upon me in my being
sclected  to make the motion,

though at the same time I must

acknowledge it is with a certain

amount of fear and trembling I
approach this—my first speech in
the Prince Edward Island Legisla-
ture.

I wish also, Mr. Speaker, to:
malke fitting reference to the losses
our people have susiained in the
' many deaths of only recent date,
and to pay my humble tribute to
the memory of these illustrious
dead.

First, in the passing of our gra-
cious Sovereign, -the late King
George V., Prince Edward Island in
common with the rest of the em-
pire and the world at large has sus-
tained a grievous loss. A noble King
who did his duty nobly has gone.
¥/e-revere " his memory, and are
happy in the tholight that he now
enjoys the reward of a kindly life
well spent. To our new Sovereign,
King Edward VIN. who, we are
sure, will not be less great than his
father, we renew our pledge of 10y-
alty, and pray that he may enjoy
a long and glorious reign.

We have suffered a more immed-
fate lcss in the death of our late
lamented Premier, the Honour-
able Walter M. Lea, an eminent
citizen, a stalwart Liberal and a
noble man. Our party grieves the
Passing of an able leader, and ex-
tends to his family the deepest
sympathy, His mantle of Premier-
ship falls upon worthy shoulders in
the Henourable Thane A, Campbell,
who, we are sure, will prove as
true to the principles of Liberalism
and to the interests of our country
as did his predecessor.

To the families of the late Hon.
Cyrus Crosby and the late Senator
MacLean we extend our sympathy.
The one a member of the Loeal
House and Minister of Public
Works for many ‘years, and the
other a Local and Federal Member,
and a Senator for an even longer
period, these two gentlemen served
their country faithfully and well,
and, passing on, ripe with years
and achievement, will occupy hon-
ored places in our memory.

Lastly, to our fellow member,
and my worthy colleague, Mr,
H, H. Acorn, we offer condolence

on the recent death of his wife, and
trust that “time will heal the scar
80 lately made.”

Agriculture and Fishing

And now, Mr. Speaker, to pro-
eced as rapidly as possible to the
business of our Session. It is most
gratifying to me, a farmer, to note
that the Speech from the Throne
referred in very deéfinite terms to

. a deep consideration of the prob-
lems of the farmer, the fisherman
and the 1 note a'so,

fox-rancher,
with approval, that® strict economy
is to be the watchword of the pres-

ent Session, May I say, however,
Mr. Speaker, that prudent expend-
ftures in the departments having
to do wiih farming an¢ fishing
might well in themselves be an ec-
onomy. Our farmers have passed
8ix lean years. Now, ap-

ways represented the trinity of
successful farming, vast possibilit-
ies now exist for Prince Edward Is-
land farmers. Hard work on their
part, which is, of course, taken for
granted, along with prudent legis-
lation and education on ours,
should relieve the distress of six
long years’ standing and put the
farmer again on the road of pros-
perity, which is his que. The fish-
ing industry too, as I havé said
claims our attention, and it is our
duty to search into every availdble
means whereby the lot of the fish-
erman, which has not been less
hard than that of the farmer, be
improved as speedily as possible.

Public Debt

To me, Mr. Speaker, as to all of
us, the heavy burden of public debt
and -the great accumulation of in-
terest charges is a most serious
problem. ~For-that-reason it is ‘very
imporiant that our pledge of the
most rigid economy, consistent with
efficiency, be carefully observed, It
would seem, however, that in addi-
tion to economy some new stream
of additional resources is quite def-
initely a necessity.. If any means
can be found whereby a transfer-
ence of assessment rights from the
Federal to the Local Government
can be brought about without in-
jury to our preesnt status and
authority, then it is our duty to
find them. If it means amendments
to the Canadian Constitution we
must consider wisely, but it seems
quite probable that amendments,
suitable to all parties, and satis-
factory as far as legal aspects go,
might be arranged.

Unemployment

With regard to the unemploy-
ment situation, it is most gratify-
ing to be able to state that the Fed-
eral ‘and Provincial Government
heads have given the matter deep
consideration and hope is held out
that the appointment of a National
Commission on unempioyment will
do much towards relieving the
present situation. I believe, Mr.
Speaker, that the sooner the sys-
tem of direct relief is abolished the
better for the portion of our popu-
lation which is unemployed; and
any intimation, that means have
been found to have our industries
absorb this tremendous amount of
man-power which is now going to
waste should be welcome indeed.
We in Prince Edward Island will
have our own special problem in
that our industries are not as var-
ied as in most other parts of Can-
ada, and we must, Mr., Speaker,
bend all our energies to a solution
of the situation when the report
of our National Commission on un-
employment is available,

National Park

It is pleasing to note that con-
sideration is being given by the
Federal- Government to the estab-
lishment of a - National Park in
Prince Edward Island. Establish-
ment of a Park in our Province
should not be a difficult matter, for
being graced by Providence with
such a bountiful store of natural
beauty, almost any part of Prince
Edward Island should provide a
natural setting for a beautiful
Park. We know that the Tourist
Industry is becoming more and
more important in Prince Edward
Island, and well desérves every at-
tempt on our part to increase the
attraction of our Province for tour-
ists. A Park, typical of Prince Ed-
ward Island, and including as
great a varlety as possible of its
natural attractions should certain-
ly be an important contribution to
the growth of our 7w urist Industry.

Libraries

We are hearing much these days,
Mr, Speaker, of the Carnegie Lib-
raries, There is no doubt we are
much indebted to the Carnegie Cor-
poration, first, for its selection of
Prince Edward Island for library
demonstrations, and, secondly, for
the benefit our people have de-
rived and are deriving from the
presence of these libraries here,
The Carnegie Corporation, and all
who were concerned with the es-
tablishment of the Ilibraries in
Prince Edward Island, are deserving
of our sincere gratitude. We must
keep this in mind when the time
comes for consideration of the con-
tinuation of the scheme, and recol-
lect that our Province was signally
honored in the very fact that it was
one of the first districts in Canada
to be selected for such an experi-
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ple of Prince Edward Island saw
fit to elect us without the usual
accompaniment of an Opposition,
they placed in our hands unusual
authority. 'History was made In
Prince Edward Island that day. It
was a situation unique in the an-
nals of - democratic government,
Now the time has come when we,
as a body, are to make use of that
authority, vested in wus by the
voters of Prince Edward Island.
The eyes of the public of
Prince -Edward Island, and of
Canada, are upon us, noting how
we shall fare with no precedent to
guide us. We must move carefully,
Mr. Speaker, always remembering
that unstinted authority may eas-
ily run wild, We must conduct our-
selves and = the business of our
Session in such a manner as to
prove that lack of an official Op-
position does not presuppose un-
wise government, and so as to cast
no stain on the fair record of Lib-
eralism in Prince Edward Island,
or on the fair name of British
Democracy,

MR. C. C. BAKER

Mr, Speaker: In rising to second
the Draft address from thé Throne
first, Sir, T must endorse the sen-
timents of the Mover by congratu-
lating you on the honor conferred
on you in receiving this appoint-
ment and I have every confidence
in your ability to fulfill the ardu-
ous duties which will be yours,
with dispatch and prestige.

I would also like to congratulate
the Honourable Willlam H. Dennis,
the Veteran of the House, on his
appointment as  Commissioner of
Agriculture, which peosition I have
every reason to believe he will fill”
with efficiency and dignity and 1
would like to take this opportunity
of reminding the Honourable gen-
tleman that his Department is of
paramounf importance to the pros-
perity of our Province.

Then again, I would like to con-
gratulate my colleague of the
Fourth District of Prince on his
recent, election as representative of
this banner Agricultural District. I
feel that it is an honor to have a
man cf Mr. Wright's calibre as a
colleague,

My next duty Mr. Speaker, is not
a pleasant one, when I take this
opportunity of extending my sin-
cere sympathy to our fellow mem-
ber, Mr. H. H. Acorh, in the recent
bereavement he has suffered in the
loss of his beloved lifz partner, i
know that he has the condolence
of every member of this Legislature.

We most humbly and sincerely
accept the courtesy of His Honour
the Licutenant-Governor in extend-
ing to the Members of the Iegis-
iative Assembly his gracious thanks
for their attendance here today and
trust that the Legislative measures
passed at this Forby-third General
Assembly shall meet with His Hon-
ocur's gracious approval.

Sinca the last meeting of the
Legislature of our Province, we, as
well as all other peoples of this
great British Empire, have been
called upon to mourn the death of
Our Beloved Sovereign, King
George the Fifth, who, for the past
quarter of a century has guided
the destinies of our Nation with
valour and graciousness in a suffi-
cient degree, to win the loyalty and
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a griat deal toward raising the
standard of live stock and farm
products. In the death of the Hon-
ourable Walter M. Lea, Canada
has lost a “Statesman.”

However, we are fortunate indeed
in having to succeed Mr, Lea, & bril-
liant young leader, in the person
of the Honourable Thane A. Camp-
bell, in whom we have evety con-
fidence and for whom we bespeak
the loyalty and co-operation en-
joyed by his predecessor. !

The Trade Agreement with the Un-
R ited Stales

As an almost entirely Agricul-
tural Province, we note, with pleas-
ure, the ratification by our Federal
Government of a Reciprocal Trade
Treaty with the United States,
which measure we believe, will be a
great benefit to Canadian farmers,
especially 'n the Maritimes, and we
trust  that this step will lead to
broader trade relations with the
Republic to the South, thereby
finding an outlet for our surplus
farm products.

Revenues and Expenditures

We feel that new sources of rev-
enue must be sought in order to
meet the increased liabilitles of the
Province. Interest charges have
risen with alarming rapidity and
& much greater revenue is now re-
quired, or a drastic curtailment in
expenditures must be effected, in
order that our Provincial debt may
not continue to increase to such

Leavd& MB.
Colleagues

(Cont d from Page 1)

as a plece of Imperial legislation.
The first wrong impression which
1 would wish to correct is that the
Dominion Government is seeking
to force anything on the Provihees
in this regard. So far as the delib-
erations of the Dominion-Provin-
cial conferénces were concerned;
the initiative was taken by the
provinces in all cases. 'That is
equally true of the constitutional
sub-¢onferéence, The  Dominion
Government played more the parb
of a moderator in the discussion,
seeking to assist the provinces in
arriving at some common ground
for the solution of the provinces’
difficulties and the difficulties
which affect them in their relation
to the Dominion,

“The next false impression which
I would seek to correct is that this
conference was designed .to scrap
the B. N. A. Act. The B, N. A, Act
is probably older than most of us;
it was passed as an Imperial stat-
ute in the year 1867, and it has
stood the test of time pretty well.
Perhaps there is no piece of legis-
lation anywhere which for such &
long period of time—nearly seventy
years—has lived up to its require-:
ments with so little change or
amendment. But, as in the case of

an extent that we will b in-
solvent and our Provincial. credit
jeopardized. The increase in the
Provincial liabilities for 1935 being
$952,000, our people can readily see
that retrenchment is absolutely
recessary, and we believe that any
reasonable effort by this Govern-
ment toward that end will meet
F;ith their approval and coopera-
on.

Carnegie Demonstration

It is unfortunate that at this time
of economic stress the Grant of the
Carnegie Corporation for a  public
Library service should expire, neces-
sitating the financing of this form
of education work by some other
means. A great many applications
and petitions, ' chiefly from Wo-
men’s Institutes, have been received
by the different members of the
Legislature that this Library ser-
vice be continued at its present
standard and I have every reason
fo believe that this matter will res
ceive very sympathetic considera-
tion by the members and that ev-
erything financially and physically
possible under the circumstinces
will be done toward continuing this
service at as near the present stan-
dard as possible.

Dominion-Provincial Conferences

We learn that as the outcome of
the Dominion-Provincial Conferen-
ces which have been held recently
that the all-important problem of
unemployment has been considered
and that a comprehensive National
Commission is to study this ques-
tion and we trust that their delib-
erations' and recommendations will
meet with a full measure of suc-
cess, in order that the industrial’
life of Canada may again function
normally,

Ancther outcome of those Con-
ferences which should be of direct
benefit to this Province, will be the
cstablishment of a National Park
here. Of course, it is required that
the Provincial Government sha'l
provide ‘the site for this National
Park, which will then be established
and maintained at Federal expense,
The purchasing of a suitable site
will naturally necessitate the ex-
penditure of a considerable sum of
Provincial money. However, the
initial cost will be the only one and
will be a capital expenditure, while
the benefits derived will be many.
For #nstance, the employment that
will be available to our people in
the establishment and maintenance
of the Park, also an additional at-
traction for tourists to visit our
beautiful Province. No doubt,
there will be some differences of
cpinion as to the most suitable
place among the manhy b2auty spots
availab’e, and it behooves those on
whom this responsibility falls to
choose wisely and well, in order
that the greatest benefils may en-
sue,

Agriculture and Fox Industry

It is with pleasure we note in the
Speech from the Throne that every
assistance possible will be glven to
the Agricultural Industry, and we
trust that when the estimates are
sumbitted, there will be no custaii-
ment, but rather an increase to
foster and promote this basic in-
dustry of our Province. We all real-
ize that if the farmer is not pros-
perous, then prosperity for our peo-
ple as a whole is impossible. A
great deal toward this end may be
accomplished by proper education-
al methods, encouragement and as-
sistance generally, but particularly
by pr ting and encouraging the

love of all his subjects, evid of
which hag been manifest by an ard-
ent desire to hear his voice over
the air in his Christmas Messages
seeking the Blessing of & Divine
Providence for his subjects—"We
truly mourn him.” But we feel joy-
ful that we have in the person of
his Royal son, King Edward the
Eighth, a young Monarch who has
inherited all the virtues of an il-
lustrious father~“Long and wisely
may he reign over us.”

Death of Premier Lea

On January 10th, 1036, our Pro«
vinee as a whole and this Legis«
lative body in particular meét an
irreparable loss in the of
the Honourable Walter M. s,
Premier of the Province, A man of
indefatigable spirtt and unsullied
reputation, honoured and
¢d by all, whose arduous work
untiring efforts for the well
our Province most certa

end, g
was

untimely
Mr, Lea
ability, not

breeang of better live stock and
devéloping markets that will more
than cover cost of production.
The fox industry is now an es-
tablished branch of mixed farm-
ing and has for some years past
paid large revenues into our Pro-
vinelal Treasury, but I am sorry to
say has received little in return, up
until the present time it has heen

S
men
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all good institutions,—as in the
case of all excellent pieces of legis-
lation—the time has come—in fact
for many years a numbet of the
provinces have felt that it has ar-
rived—when the British North Am-
erica Act does not fully provide the
most desirable constitution, or bal-
ance, or distribution of legislation,
as between the Dominion and the
various provinces,

“Shaky” Legislation

“At the present time it seems to
be the provinces which are most
urgent for a change in constitu-
tional relationships, The Dominion
Government has been gradually
encroaching on provineial rights in
many directions. Decisions of the
Privy Council during the past few
vears have been inclined to léan
in favour ~of oéntralization-=in
favour of the validity of Dominion
legislajon as against that of the
Provinces, A great deal of the tax-
ation legislation which is on our
statute books is feared to be just
a little shaky if it were scrutinized
in the cool light of judicial de-
cisions. It might vezy well be that
if the taxation measures of this
Province were so scrutinized, we
should lose many of the sources of
revenue which we now enjoy. 8o I
say that the desire for constitu-
tional reform, for a new: déclaration
of whe division of power for the
provinces, is not something which
the Dominion is trying to cram
down the throats of the Provinces.

“Nor is this a matter upon
which either the provinces or the
Dominion Government havé shown
a desire to embark with un-
due has.e, It is a matier which has
been under consideration for a
great many years, but—partly, I
think, owipg to the manner in
which these Domihion-Provincial
confeences have previously been
conducted—it has ne-r come to
a satisfactory head,

B. N. A, A. Changes

“During the recent Dominion-
Provinecial conferences, one of the
subjects for discussion was  the
proposal of machinery whereby
amendments to the B, N. A. Act
might be made in future. Now you
see that the proposition is not so
far reaching as the ‘scrapping’ of
the constitution. It is not so far-
reaching as making any definite
decision. At the close of that con=
ference it was decided that a come
mittee of experts would be appoint«
ed to draft a proposed scheme for
the purpose in question, That com-
mittée of experts met in Ottawa
on Jan, 30 and continued sitting
until the early half of February—
some twelve or fourteen days al-
together, There was a good deal
of criticism in the press that this
Province was not rep on

Those officials now have in hand
a draft of a revised and consolid-
ated form of the B. N. A, Act, to-
» with all amendments which
ave been made up to the present
since 1867, and incorporated with
that the tentative method of pro-
cedure which was agreed upon by
the sub-conference.

A Weighty Question

. “T am prepared to admit that
this is a weighty question; a ques-
tion upon which procedure should
bs oautious and comparatively
slow, And none of those conferences
took upon themselves the function
of making any decision. Everything
which has been agreed upon so far
has been agreed upon by way of a
tentative proposal. When these
proposals are incorporated in the
consolidated re-draft, they will be
approved by the sub-conference
and later will be submitted by the
members of the Dominion Govern-
ment and of thg vazlous Provin-
clal Governments for the approval
of éach of their respective parlia-
ments. 80 that before the Province
of Prince Edward Island is com-
mitted to any decision, by way of
providing machinery for the
amendment of the B. N A. Act,
whether in Greap Britain or in
Canada, the Legislature of this
Province will have ample oppor-
tunity of passing its considered
opinion upon the proposals which
aré being so carefully and so sys-
tematically prepared.

OPfOBES N. B. ATTITUDE

“In one of the neighboring Prov-
inces a certain amount of fervour
has been worked up in opposition
to allowing the Dominion Parla-
ment to amend the B, N. A. Act.
I am not expressing any criticism
one way of the other; I am merely
stating the facts. The press of this
province is repeatedly challenging
us to state what stand this Gov-
ernment took in the deliberations
of 1&ese sub-conferences. No doubt
the members of this Legislature
will be interested to a certain ex-
tent in the same subject. It was
decided, at the general Dominion-
Provincial conference, that the
proceedings at these sub-confere
encés ‘should be confidential in
their naturé and that the results
only of their deliberations should
bé made public; that is to say, that
the attitude which oneé province or
another might take should not be

ards that we now have, but
'&ﬁ?"wm be providing néw and ad-
ditional safeguards.,

“It is the desire neither of the
Dominion Government nor of any
Provincial Government of Canada
that any proposed scheme for the
amendment of our present constis
tution should in any  way sweep
away or undermine the rights of
the Provincés to  their provincial
autonomy or interest, but . that
every consideration is being given
to the safeguarding of pmv!m':’lal
rights and provincial autonomy.

UNEMPLOYMENT

tinuing, the Premier stated
i ihe  umemployment  problem
had grown in the past few years to
be one-of tremendous import, It
had reached its peak in Febuary,
1932, when there ware 1,533,842 per-
sons on relief in Canada. The prob=
lem has somewhat dbninished but
“not appreciably,”  there heing
still 1,310,450 on relief, He believed
the proposed National Conamission
on uneémployment would effect &
great benefit. When the Commis-
sion is appointed it will have ab its
disposal the registration lists which
have been compiled during the pasé
couple of months by the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics in co-operation
with the Provinces,
He felt it was the = duty of all
governments' to0 “impress on their

seloo“t?: will onlaw be tentative un.
til sl time as Dominion park
officlals may inspect every site in
the Province and determine which
site i8 most typical of those re-
quirements which meet with the
.,yprtonl of the Dominion depart-
ment.” ;

CARNEGIE LIBRARY

The question of continuing the
Caznegie demonstration libraries,
said Premier Campbell, has given
rise t0 considerable agitation. Nu-
merous delegations and memorials
have been received by the Govern-
ment during the past few months,
“I think,” he added, “it is a matter
that admits of very little dispute
that the service which has been
conferred on the Province by the
experiment in library services has
been very beneficial. It provides
for a wealth of literature to be
placed at the disposal of the people
of this Province, and it is a'distinct
advantage not only in the direction
of general education but also of
general enlightenment and enter-
tainment. Unfortunately, the ex
piry of this grant comes at a time
when we are in very stringent fine
ancial ¢ircumstances as a province
and as a government. Unfortunate-
ly, it practically coincides with the
expiry of anbother grant which has
been enjoyed by this Province in

7l with  public health,

people that the dole syst can
not be continued indefinitely and
that those who have been provided
for in this way during the past few

years must ‘“make every effort to
find that employment which the
Dominion Government, during the
next few years, is going to seek
to provide.”

NATIONAL PARK

“As @& member of the sub-coms
mittee on the tourist industry,” the
Premier continued, “I was pleased
to support a resolution which pro-
vided that national parks should be
established in all provinces of Can-
ada where they-do not already ex-
ist. Up to the present time I under-
stand that the Dominion CGovern-
ment has established in six of the
Provinces a national park, at a
considerable amount of Dominion
expense, but that the Provinces of
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Islantd have not, up
to the present, been accorded the
p=ivilege of having a national park
established within their borders.
That resolution was carried as o
dation of the Dominione

Hient

made public property or a )]
of political criticism throughout the
country. I may state, however, as
my personal opinion that the im-
portant point to bear in mind in
connection . with the proposed |
methods of amending the B, N. A.
Act’ 18 not the place where the
amendment is to be made. It does
not appear to me to be of a great
deal of importance whether an
amendment to the Act is made in
London or in Ottawa. The import-
ant thing in my estimation is that
the machinery provided for the
amendment should be sufficiently
clear and explicit and should con-
tain provisions and safeguards
which would prevent either the
Dominion Government, or the gov-
ernments of the majority of the
provinces from over-riding the pro=-
vinclal autonomy and provincial
rights of other provinces which
might happen to be in the minor-
ity. However, I have confidence
that if a suitable machinery such
as the one which has been drafted
¢an be agreed upon by the govern=-
ments of Canada and, the Prov-
inces, then those governments can
be relied upon in future yeas to
guard provincial autonomy in just
as great and as effective a degree
as can the Imperial Parliament in
London.

“No Material Safeguards”

“Oritics of the proposed scheme
of amendment—perhaps I should
really say critics of what they re-
gard of consider would be the pro-
posed scheme—have warned us
against the wiping away of safe-
guards to provincial autonomy and
provincial rights. What safeguards
have we at present of provincial
autonomy and provincial rights?
What is the machinety at present
[ for the amendmen{ of

that sub-committee, but I may
point out that there would be &
considerable expense in having
representation at a  committee
whose deliberations took so long,
and I may also point out that the
functions of that sub-committee
were merely to draft a proposal
which was in turn to b2 submitted
to the sub-conference on constitu-
tional questions which lately re-
convened on March 3rd. They re-
ceived and considered the draft
submitted to them by the commit-
tee of experts and ' after making
some amendments the sub-confers
ence tentatively agreed on a form
of procedure to be followed in se«
curing future amendments to the
B. N. A. Act. That tentative pros
c“u’fﬁnm“::d with the work of
€Onso) the pres
ent Act and mmm to
date, was referred back to the ex«
perts and to officials of the De«

&em of Justice at Ottawa.

that if the present Polie Force i

unable to more cope
with ﬂ: situation ‘that oz-
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our Canadian constitution? The
Canadian constitution as at pres-
ent constituted can be amended
solely by an act of the Imperial
Parliament of CGreat Britain, Upon
whose request? There 18 nothing in
the constitution, there is nothing
in precedent, there is nothing laid
down in any way which says upon
whose: request the Imperial Par=
liament shall or may amend the
constitution of OCanada. It has been
directly amended by the Imperial
Parliament on several occasions,
and on practically all of these oc-

quest of the Dominjon Parliament,

On one ooccasion in which the in-!

terests of the Dominion Govern-

ment were considered to be at

variance with the )nmuta ot“a

al government of Canada,
amended,

T
Provincial conference, It was subs
mitted to the Dominion Govern=
ment and the Dominion Governh-
ment has approved the principie

“ghortly . afterwards I entersd
into negotiations with the various
Dominion Government members,
and in particular with the Hon.
Thomas C. Crerar, Minister of the
Interior, ufider whose department
the National Parks branch is es«
tablished. Unfortunately this pro«
position occurred at an Inconven-
fent time of the year, because. ib
was pointed out to me that the
first essential step towards the cre-
ation of a national park within &
province is that the province should
convey to the Dominion Govern-
ment, free of incumbrances, a site
selected. by the Province and ap-
proved by the Dominion Govern-
ment. This matter did not come to
the attention of the present Gov-
ernment until some time last De-
cember, and from December until
now it was practically out of the
question, either for the Province to
select & site, or for the Dominion
Government to inspect and ape
prove a site.

“After a considerable amount of
negotiation with the various de
partments, I prevailed on Mr.
Crerar—at least I think I did so--
to waive that preliminary objection
and to have an appropriation sub-
mitted this year to the Dominion
Parllament calling for the com-

t of the national park
project in this Province.

“I believe there are a great many
sites  throughout the Province
which would, be eminently suitable
for the establishment of & national
park, which is supposed to typify
the best and most representative
features of a province,

The Tourist Factor

“At the present time, the na-
tional park idea at Ottawa seems
to be directed, to a large extent,
to the promotion of the tourist in-
dustry. It is considered that the
tourist industry is capable of bring-
ing in large revenues, both- to the
Dominion and to the various Prov-
inces, It Is admitted in Oftawa
that the province of Prince Ed-
ward Island provides particular at-
tractions for tourists, and it is the

dustry here, and particularly by
way of the establishment and de-
veh;puwnt of a permanent national
park.

“The first request is that the

from the underwriters, during the
past five years. Both these grants
expize in June next. Unfortunately,
too, the demand for & substantial
grant to the library system has its
other side—the demand of the
people of the Province for de=
creased expenditure and for re=
trenchment in the public services.
This is @ matter which will require
the very careful and considezed
deliberation of each member of this
Legislature.

“I may go 80 far as to say thay
the Government feels that the libe
rary service and its continuation ig
s vitally important matter to the
interests of our people, and we feel
that if the service can at all be
maintained on & scale in keeping
with the revenue of the Province,
then the Government will be justi=
fied in asking this Legislatuze for
an appropriation to meet such 4
continuation of the service.”

Reference - was made by the
Prémier to the Governnent'’s ane
nounoed policy of fostering the age
ricultural and livestock industr
with special attention to dist:
classes of farmers by encouraging
poultry and hog raising,

He also touched briefly on thq
need of making changes in th
Road Act. Another Act requiring
consideration was the Highway
Traffic Act, which it was proposed
to revise and consolidate,

Opening Remarks

In his opening remarks the
Premier congratulated the mover
and seconder of thé Address
(Messrs. Melsaac and Baker), also
thé Speaker. He commented on the
departure from precedent necesa
sitated by the absence of' an ofa
ficlal Opposition, He did not think
it necessary to prolong the debate
unduly, as the time could better be
spent in considering legislation and
the Estimates which will later ba
submitted. .

‘The congratulations of thq
House, he suggested, were due
Premier Mackenzie King and his
government metnbezs and supporte
ers upon their victory at the polla
To Hon. C. A, Dunning speclal con«
gratulations were due upon his ely-
ection by dcclamation in Quesn’d
County. “We trust that in the fue
ture he will make Prince Bdward
Island his home in something moré
than the political sense,” the
Premier added, The problems nob
only of this Province bubt of the
Maritimes generally would, he felf,
be more deeply ‘app-eciated at Ote
tawa by reason of Mr, Dunning's
representations,

Congratulations were also exe
tended to Hon. B. W, LePage, Pres~
ident of Council, and Hon. W. H.
Denhis, Minister of Agriculture.

Separation of the portfolios of
Premier and Executive Council
President meant no additional ex-
penditure, the Premiez said, It was
simply a division of work, and he
believed these duties could be bet«
ter carried out under the new are
rangement,

He also congratulated Mr. Horace
Wright on his eléction to the
Fourth District of Prince, |

The Premier joined in paying
tzibute to his late Majesty King
George V and in expressing loyalty

ing of Premier Lea, whose aim as
a public man, he said, had always
been to subordinate the interests
of individuals to the wider interests
of the Province as a whole, In ac-

had “a grave © ibility in, see<

ing that minority ts were given
due protection.” -
The referred also to the

through illness, of Hon. L. R.
len to attend the opening of the
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