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oars on the assumption that the reinforcement
issue has been brought to “a definite conclusion”
while kinsmen are dying by the hundreds and
the reinforcement pool is depleted.

Morning Dally (Founded In 1887)
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President: Lieut. Col. W. Chester 8. MoLure
Vice-President: J. R. Burnett, F. J. L
Secretary: Lieut, Col. D. A. MacKinnon, D.S.0,
Rditor and M ing Di : ). R B t, FJ.L
Associate Editors: Frank Walker and Lieut. Ian
A. Burnett, R.C.N.V.R. (On Active Service)

"The Strongest .Memory is Weaker Than
the Weakest Ink.”

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER %7, 1944

Canadian Prisoners Of War

For the anxious relatives and friends of Can-
adian prisoners of war, there are generally re-
assuring reports from the official represen‘a-
tives of protecting neutral powers and from re-
presentatives of the International Red Cross and
the International Y.M. C. A., with whom the
prisoners are able to talk freely,

“The Allied prisoners of war in Germany are,
on the whole, well and reasonably treated,” ac-
cording to Dr. Jerome Davis, American educa-
tor and socologist, who is director for Canada
of the War Prisoners” Aid of the Internaticnal
Y.M.C.A,

“In the treatment of Allied prisoners of war,”
he says, “the Germans have played the game
very closely to the rules agreed upon at the
Geneva Convention of 1929. There was of
course the incident of tying the hands of some
Canadian prisoners in alleged retaliation for the
tying of German prisoners of Dieppe, but this
was an exception.”

He admits that the food and clothing situa-
tion is mot too good, but states that between the
food rations received and the food parcels frow
the Red Cross andﬁhe quarterly food parcels
from next-of-kin, “the prisoners actually are
living Dbetter than the German civilian popula-
tion.”

This, however, must be taken subject to the
warning given in recent months that Red Cross
parcels arriving at the prisoner-of-war camps
must be made to do twice as long as formerly,
on account of the damage to the German trans-
portation system.

In regard to Canadian prisoners of war held
by Japan, the best news in recent months was
the arrival of a Japanese boat at a Russian port
to pick up the accumulated supplies of foond,
clothing and medicine, as well as recreations!
and educational materials, shipped there over a
year ago from America by the Red Cross socie-
ties and the War Prisoners’ Aid of the Y.M.
C.A.- Preparations are now being made in New
York by the War Prisoners’ Aid for future

shipments of recreational, education, cultural

supplies.

While Japan has not followed the internat-
ional agreement on prisoners of war, the Inter-
national Y.M.C.A. states that efforts to estab-
lish full war prisoner service to the Far East
are continuing, and it is hoped that soon the
men there will be as well served as those in oth-
er parts of the world.

Fuel

Conservation

A report from the Department of Mines ani
Resources states that one and one quarter cords
of heavy hardwoods such as maple, yellow
birch, beech and oak will yield as much heat as
one ton of anthracite. A cord of the softer
woods such as white birch, soft maple, poplar
or basswood produces only 6o to 8o per cent nf
the heat of the heavier hardwoods. This com-
parison with anthracite applies only to furnace
equipment as fireplaces are notoriously inef-
ficient. Now if one is in a cordwood secti.n
the question arises where to get the manpower
to cut and haul the cordwood. That is the nub
of the matter just as labour at the mines is the
important factor in coal production.

Next to substituting cordwood, if available,
advises the Canadian Fuel Conservation Society,
the best way around the coal shortage is to use
less of it. Insulation, weatherstripping, and
calking will help greatly but the use of lower-
cost, higher-heat-value soft coal by means of
automatic coal stokers represents by far ¢l.e
greatest step which the harrassed home-owier
can take in reducing coal consumption and heat-
ing costs.

Reinforcement Crisis

Remains

In a Christmas message to the 1,400 branches
of the Canadian Legion, Mr. Alex Walker, the
Dominion president, congratulates the members
on bringing the reinforcement issue to what he
calls “a definite conclusion.”

It is to be recalled that on Nov. 29 the Cana-
dian Legion announced its dissatisfaction with
the action of the Dominion Government in plac-
ing a limit of 16,000 on the number of drafters
te be sent overseas as reinforcements; further,
that Mr. Walker at that time declared the
despatch of 16,000 draftees was not an “adequ-
ate answer to the demand for conscription ard
total war.”

Mr. Walker, comments the Globe and Majl,
was on sound ground when he stated that “any
one who still doubts the vital need for reinfroce-
ments has only to look at the daily casualty lists
and remember that for every name appearing a
replacement must be found or an already war-
weary soldier must do double duty.”

In view of the new German offensive on the
Belgian front there is no guarantee that the
16,000 men the Government proposes to send
cverseas between now and next May will he
sufficient to reinforce the Canadian Army on
the Western front. Manifestly the German war
machine is far from beaten when it can mount
a counter-offensive such as we have witnessed
in the past few days and throw the United States
forces back 23 miles into Belgium.

Commen sense would suggest that there is
still. work for the Canadian Legion to do 1n
ensuring that adequate reserves are sent over-
seas to replace casualties and to provide for
proper rest periods for war-weary troops. It is
no time for Canadians at home to rest on their

JJing the supreme sacrifice, while the third is

reversed its policy and agreed to a piecemeal
program of 16,000 reinforcements only when the
Prime Minister was confronted with several
Cabinet crises of the first magnitude, Unless the
pressure of public opinion is maintained there
is grave danger that the Prime Minister and the
Minister of National Defense, who insists he
still believes in the voluntary system, will not
bestir themselves to send all the reinforcements
necessary to maintain the Canadian Army at
efficient fighting strength. The situation on
the Western front was never more serious.

EDITORIAL NOTLS

..The Feast of St. John the Evangelist.
* ok Ak

January thaw came a little too soon — any-
way we had a white Christmas.
L I I I 3

A local politician has designated Prime M‘in-
ister King “The Slackers’ Convoy” — a not ii-
appropriate title.
PPprog . .
Had the city footpaths been shovelled, .s
they no doubt would have been had Christmas
not intervened, walking would not have been so
hazardous yesterday.

* Kk ¥ %
Official statistics reveal that Canadian pro-
duction of cycles the lowest last year since
i935. Under wartime restrictions to conserve
metals and labor, output amounted to only 47.672

compared with 72,120 in 1042,
* * %

-.Charles Lamb, the English essayist, died this
date 1834; was a civil servant in London, and
found plenty time and scope to develop his lit-
erary talent, his principal production being “The
“ssays of Elia”: “He who hath not a dram of
olly in his mixture hath pounds of much worse
matter in his composition.”
* ¥ x a
“Churchill subordinates -the world organiza-
tion to the interests of the Empire,” says L’Ac-
tion Catholique. “King would like to subordin-
ate the Commonwealth Association to the uni-
versal organization of peace, by making the in-
terests of mankind coincide with those of the
Empire. Unfortunately, the logic of this Cana-
dian policy has never been followed up right to
the end when essential and basic questions are a:
stake.” ’
L

The sudden death of the well-known and
highly esteemed Mr. D, B. Macdonald will oc-
casion sorrow in hundreds of homes through-
out the Province, for he was known from North
Cape to Fast Point. An enthusiastic member
of both the Caledonian Club and St. Andrew's
Society his fine manly figure in plaid ard
bonnet for many, many years was a feature nf
St. Andrew Night dinner’s when he proudly
bore aloft, preceded by two pipers, the glorious
Haggis. Of three sons, two enlisted, one mak-

head of an essential war plant.
* ok ok %k

During the first week of December the aver-
age number of Allied offensive sorties flown
cvery 24 hours against the Germans in the Wes,-
ern theatre was approximately: Fighters and
fighter bombers, 1,720; Light and medium bomb-
ers, 430; Heavy bombers, 970. It is now more
than a year since the German air force dropp-d
bombs in the United Kingdom by daylight (De-
cember 2, 1943). Contrast this with the Bomh-
er Command which until August 27, 1944, had
arried out the offensive against Germany al-
most exclusively by night but which since that
‘date (to December 9) has dropped in ‘Germany
by daylight more than 5,600 tons—about 36 per
cent of its total effort against the Reich for
that period.
* ok % X

The biggest Bailey brjdge yet built was re-
cently thrust across the Chindwin River in
Burma. It is 1,096 feet long. The bridge is a
vital link in communications and may greatly
accelerate the Japanese defeat. Its planning
was a mnoteworthy piece of organization, but
the colonel in charge says that one twice as long
could easily have been built. He was given no-
tice of what was required and worked out his
plan in 48 hours; the only alteration was to shiit
the site 100 yards because Japanese shells werc
falling where it was orginally intended to buiid
the bridge. The bridge's components were
brought from Calcutta, hauled the last 300 mi'es
by road, assembled in pontoon sections on the
Myitha River, and floated a half a mile down-
stream to the site. The truckdrivers who haul-
ed the ‘material were mostly western desert vet-
erans. They drew up the trucks on the river
bank so that their headlights could enable the
construction to be carried on after nightfall.

* ok x ¥

The duration of the fighting in Europe wrll
be a powerful factor in shaping the course «f
political events in Canada. Should the 11th
hour attempt of the Germans to delay the day
of settlement be attended with further successes
the war in Europe cannot be ended before next
widsummer, and that means that the hopes of
Canadians at home will have suffered a partial
cclipse, and that kind of attitude often pro-
duces unexpected political developments, What-
ever the fortunes of the parties in the next six
months the people who are backing the war ef-
fort must look in vain, says an Ottawa corres-
pondent, for any tax relief. Lower taxes are
something that won’t come for two or three
years for heavy bills already incurred have vyet
to be paid, and the fact that important parts of
the munitions production program have to he
continued, even expanded in the next four
months, must frown upon any who were fondly
looking to relief from a five year burden. Bloud
and sweat and tears and more heavy taxes will
still be the lot of Canadians. We have horre
these for a long time, and there has not yet heen

notes By The Way

first casualty of war, A lot of
folks don't bother waiting for the
war before assassinating her,—
(Guelph Mercury).

It has been well said that with-
out casting any reflections on the
memorials of the last war, our gal=
lant soldiers have fought in - thi
war, and are still fighting, for tae
welfare and enrichment of all
mankind. Hence, should not wsr
memorials be living assets to the
1cv.wmx)non life? — (Brantford Expos-
tor, o i

An American engineer we know
returned recently tfrom a mission
to the Soviet Union. The Russians,
he told us, were fascinated by the
Americans’ use of the expression

“But what this ‘okie-

Before he could answer another
Russian sald: “Don't be silly. It’s
the feminine of O.K."—(Cappe:'s
Weekly.)

Some recent political events in
Canada recall an entry that Mavk
Twain wrote in his notebook in
1898: “It is by the goodness of

those three unspeakably precious
things: Freedom of speech, free-
dom of conscience, and the - pru-
dence never to exercise either of
them.”—(The Printed Word.) |
—_— 1

We all depend upon the forest
wherever we are for the natural
guarantee of our continued exist-
ence as producers and consumers
of the fruits of tue earth. In the:
long run, if we don’t conserve our
forests we shall lose more than our
forest industries, so called,
shall love our livings as farmers
and food producers as well.—(Van-
couver Province.) |
The report that Goering is now
wearing a toga has led many pap-
ers to say that he is crazy, We
think that the explanation may
be found in the old rhyme:

A man down in the Amazon

Put nighties of his gramma’s on;

The fact was that
He was too fat

To get his own pyjamas on.—
(Peterborough Examiner.)

I

Now that  stray dogs aren't
roaming tuie streets and alleys in
packs, some people have begun to
wonder why it took a.rabies epi-
demic and two hydrophobia deaths
to bring about this civic improve-
ment. Many dog owners have been
S0 impressed with the change that
they've resolved to keep Fidotiome

in ‘the future, quarantine or no
quarantine. Home, of course, is
-where a valued pet  belongs.—

(Windsor Star.)
There is justice in the plea that
the hundred dollars clothing al-
lowance for men discharged from
the armed forces of Canada be
made retroactive. Under Ppresent
conditions, a man with relatively
light service wil] get the hundred
dollars while others, with lenger
service, but discharged before the
changes were made, may have re-
ceived only $35 or $65. All should
be treated alike on honorable dis-
charge.—(Niagara Falls Review.)

Big business can help the post-
war prospect of industrial research
by liberal endowments and schel-
arships to technical schools. The
war has made a three-year zap
among students of chiemistry and
physics who would otherwise be
graduating into the country’s in-
dustrial laboratories. The resultant
shortage will have to be made up
over the years by making it pos-
sible for ‘more students to enter
these lines. — (Christian Science
Monitor.)

How many traps have really been
sprung; how many pincers have
pinched shut: how many pockcis
have been buttoned up over the
doomed enemy hordes? A few, but
not many. Nor have the military
commanders, except as an outside
hope, ever expected that many
would. While newspaper readers
thousands of miles away watch
expectantly for the jaws to snap,
the Germans or the Japanese con-
cerned are not blindly fighting on,
oblivious to the danger like the
Villains in the adventure strips.—
(Christian Science Monitor.)

At least one of Britain's most
famous shipping companijes is
planning to scrap all first-class
accommodation in its future ships,
In the bellef that after the war
bassengers who once paid for first-
class tickets will want to travel by
air instead. The company in ques-
tlon hopes itself to supply the air
liners for them. Tts surface ships
of the future will cater almost en-
tirely for cargo. Limited

Truth is said always to be the

dokie'?” one " Russian asked him, |

God that in-our countty we have|in

We be

Floor —Prices For
: Agriculture
’ (Bank of Nova Sootia

Monthly Review.)

Behind the pressure for floor

, % . Omach
prices lie, of course, apprehensions A I ©SS (:(B U‘ th : i bowels should

of a post-war price oo].lgpse. Mem- t t ; l ; By br Eun’.‘"ég‘ s
ories of the acute distress Which ol o auickly
falling agricultural prices. in tho Trioms e, W1 distresiny
thirties brought to farming popu- DOM f : ITt"m i akoars, Slom:
lations all over the world are still *s, not onl lien at meal.
vivid.  Because farm prices. thin effeots ‘Trom "prc'is, 4l
fell faster and farther than other ‘ i aotes the funciio l;m .
Drices, farmers feel that they are ¥ of the stomach, assy;
in the most vulnerable sector of Stion “and’ imbroves "fis
Uue price economy, Moreover, etite, "
such drastic declines have obvi- y N'T - DELA
,ouxly been the principal factor in ounn PLE 1 QEDER
creating inadequate farm incomes, PRICL 5, TODAY
(As a result, farmers have been led ; $ FRICS: hoe

to place a perhaps disproportion-
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-income problems.

D, he Onitd Sudtes Tor 1. ORDER IT FROM YOUR DEALER SORE BAGI OF
siance, the emphasis has been on

“parity” prices—a goal for the DOMINION STEEL & COAL CORPORATIQ be:{ r”une'd.iesht:e e of the
prices’ of farm  products  which, LIMITED : i offer. name.
would {e;lesmglilshtomem in the o

same relationship the cost of

things that farmers buy as existed LI Sydney Satat Jebe Moot

some past period when such
relationships  were favourable or
satisfactory to farmers. The drly-
ing force for parity prices in the
United States has undoubtedly
been the problem of inadequate
farm incomes and low rura] living
standards,

As the head of the U.S. Bureau
of Agricultural Economics has
sald: “We could argue almost end-
lessly as to what is or is not a
satisfactory standard of living,
Any final judgment, however, musi

based upon what the people
themselves want or are willing to
accept; and, certainly, the steady
migration from farms to cities
whenever the opportunity is of-
fered, the desire of so many of the
abler young farm people for urban
employment, and the attitude of
the mass of the young city people
toward farm life, all combine to
indicate that agricultural incomes
and standards of living are on a
relatively low level.”

In reaction against the extreme
instability of farm prices, and
their effects on farm income, th:re
has perhaps been ga tendency to
forget the wuseful function per-
formed by a price system—that, of
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A Rude Refusal

guiding production and distribu-
tion. In the case of farm
it has been all the

easler to forgot
this  fundamental

fact because

performed rather imperfectly tae
function of correlating demand and
supply.

The fault lies part),
tiens
uncertainties of the weatler, and
the inevitable lag in the response
of production
Partly, however, the instability of |
agricultural prices has itself been |
tending to discourage the:
attempts to adjust his
productive prdgram to frequently
~inging prices,

Nevertheless, the price system is
the means by which the produce
tlon of food is directed and co-
ordinated with changing demands |
at home and abroad. Indeed, it is
difficult to sec how this could he|
done in any other way when one
remembers that farm commodities
are produced in so many millions
of “places of business,” each with
its own special set of productive
resources, and are consumed by so
many people with different needs, .
tastes, and purchasing power. i

« ww

During the war this guiding.
function of price has been demon=
strated —changed price relation-
ships have been used as the most |
powerful weapon for achieving |
wartime production goals, directing |
land and other resources into the
products which have been most
heeded and out of those less essen-l’
tial to ttie war effort. Perhaps the
leading example is the direction of
milk into the products most vit-
ally needed from time to time,
through bonuses and other changes
in relative prices for the various
dairy products. Moreover, war-
time experience has shown how
prompt and how large the response
of farmers to price incentives will
be whien uncertainty is eliminated
by a guaranteed price announced
before production begins. ’

One of the most notable instan-
ces of this was the increase cf

in condi-

the United States in 1942 under
the stimulus of a set price, though
this price seemed low relative to
those of competing crops. Indeed,
the effectiveness of guaranteed
prices in stimulating production
has sometimes proved embarrass-
ing, as in this year's over-abundi-
ant supply of eggs in ile United
States. 1t has also complicated
price mana nt to some extent,

accommodation, to be offered at
relatively low rates, will ‘n-
tended for people who like sea
travel for its own sake. — (London
Daily Mail.)

for a small change in one price
has sometimes resulted in an
exaggerated swing of production
out of another product, necessi-
tating a compensating price in-
crease. This has been the case

British Columbia’s invincible love
of dublous experiments seems to
have invaded the ‘field of higher
education. The provincial univer-
sity has decided to start an exten-
sion course on marriage. It is stat='
<d this course wil] “fielp smooth
the rocky road of readjustment |
for newlyweds, and at the same
time establish better relations be- '
tween older husbands and wives.”
The university evidently cherishes
a low opinion of human nature.‘
at least, B.C. nature. It is note- !
worthy that the material for ‘he
course has been prepared by a
committee consisting principally f
psychiatrists...We trust that Can-
ada's other universities will stick
to their proper spheres, and not

set themselves un as standins for
(Calgary Albertan.)

Dorothy Dix, —

VERSE

What should we know,
For better or worse,
Of the Long Ago,
Were it not for Verse:
What ships went down;
What walls were razed
Who won the crown:
What lads were praised?
A fallen stone,
Or a waste of sands.
And all is known
Of Art-less lands.
But vou need not delve
By the sea-side hills

ere the Muse herself
All Time fulfills,
Who cuts with his scythe
All things but hers;
All but the blithe
Hexameters.

any sign that our endurance can be exhausted.

—Oliver 8t, John Gogarty,

said blood transfusions now give

with regard to cheese and butter

output in this country on several |ir

occaslons during the course of the
war.
DRI

War experience may be said to
have maae three main contribu-
tions to the problem of peacetime
price policy. First, it has hign-
lighted the guiding and managing
function of prices. As a result,
economists are concerned with
preventing - uaranteed post - war
prices to farmers from interfering |
with this function; in other words,
with preserving the flexibility a-
mong relative prices which is nec-
essary to keep production adjusted
to_market demands.

Secondly, the war has shown how
the elimination of extreme and
frequent price changes can jne
crease the efficiency of food pro-
duction. In the past, the economic
uncertainty resulting from highly
variable prices has caused an in-
efficient use of productive facili
tles by discouraging farmers in
their attempts to adjust production
to market prospects, The certainty
given by guaranteed minimum
prices greatly reduces this wasie
and directs production promptly
into the desired channels.

The third fact which has been
brought out by the war period is
that guaranteed prices tend to
“stick,” {hat adjustments of rela-
tive prices to guide production tend
to be upward. If this type of ine
flexibllity ~persisted, the whole
level of farm prices might get out
of line with pric.. in other sectors
of the economy—a danger to be
guarded against, like inflexibility
between the prices of one produst
and another.

(To Be Continued)

LONDON — (CP) — Maj.-Gen.
Army Blood Transfusion Service,

products , g’;},‘}mg
 Trade Board enclosing an editorial

inherent in agriculture—the ! Peteroorough

to price changes.; SeY

nearly 90% in soy-bean acreage in Cy

from the Montreal Standard on

price changes have in the past what ft calls th. current Grries

mas Shopping Spree”: the note
continues, “Strikes us vou inay
Wish to do a similar one for the
Peterborough  Examiner on the
situation or you
might like to reprint the Stand-
ard’s comments. Best wishes of the

ason.”

ou are wrong, friend. We most
decidedly do not wish to do a simi-
lar one on the Peterborough situ-
ation, and we will be damned if we
will reprint the Standard's
ments, which impress us as
prigeish and objectionable. . .

We are not going to be told b;
you what we shall write in these
columns, and that goes for anv
other Government Board which
mav be listening.

We are heartilv sick of the grisly,
admanishing, finger-waging, puri=
tanical morall

do and it has done it nobly. But
when it asks us_to reccenmend the
riving of War Bonds and Savirgs
Certificates as Christmas rifts, on
the ground that thev would “Le
more than mere ornaments”. we
spit. If the Government wants
more money, let it ask us for it.
we will all give, as we have
glven so often before. But to ask
the Examiner to strike a sneaking
blow at the great old festival of
. and to write a snivelling

editorial damping the Chns‘m:
merriment, and then to conclude

3

by
sending us “the best wishes of the
Season”, is to court a rude and
contumelious refusal. This is it.

Solstice

(New York Times)

This is the month of the winter

solstice, time when astroncenical
calculations find the sun at its
southern nadir and deciare that
winter is upon us. The night gov-
erns the skies, a night of ncarly
fifteen hours in this latitude: and
the day has but a little more than
rine hours of sunlight. Thus winter
mes,
Cold will deepen. The wind will
sweep down bleak valleys with a
freight of snow, and hilltops will
be icv kncbs ainst the distant
sky. The vear will end, and a new
vear begin, and time will flow like
the stream beneath the ice.

And slowly, slowly the sun will
creep back towasi the zenith, and
day will nibble the night away, and
dusk will le; en., te winter
dusk, when snow creaks underfoot
and the owl is heard while the sun-
set still streaks the west.

The countryman gathers his

greens and wreathes
them on the door and at the man-
tel, bringing the reassurance of en-
during life his own_ fireside.
Leaves %mu cling to the oak and the

he turns for
symbols now. It is thev that grace
the time of the Nativity.

e sun swings far to the south,
and time flows like the dark cur-
rent there beneath the winter ioe.

in
New England
it's
. NORTHEAST!
.savt! 8. For Comple
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But it flows. And the solstice is but
a calculation, one point on a curve

finity. ~ But on the hilltop a tall J. A. BENTLEY. K C.
pine lifts its green spire in the
winter wind.

Barristers and Attorncys-at.
Law

—_——
EALING, England — (CP) — It
has been disclosed the Middlesex
Regiment gave machine-gun and
heavy mortar support to the 1st.
Alrborne Division at Arnhem.
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