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TIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS
CONNECTED WITH

Silver Fox Farming

x pelting  operations  which
hrE: l?een going tull blast since
the early part the monthi must

be pretty well completed now. The
take-off for the entire province is
expected to be in the vicinity of
22,000 skins of which about = 2,500
will be white marked and platinum.
There has been quite an increase in
the number of platinum skins be-
cause lhe LaForest  types  have
been prefty well distributed. One
ranch We know of will have around
60 pelts and there are quite a num-
per with from 10 to 50, so it does
net, take too many lots of that des-
cription to add up to 1,000,

White marked foxes have not
increased in anything like the ratio
that we thouglit they would when
they came here a few years ago.
We find, and no doubt other breed-
crs have the same difficulty, that
the prcportion of white marked in
iitters {s often quite small and the
markinzs tend to become less dis-
tinct after two or three generat-
{ons. The same thinz is hapoening in
thewest. We understand that Ollle
McWefll, the ploneer in the intro-
duction of white faces, has swung
jargely to the production of platin-
ums, and pearl platinums altboug]
he does have a nucleus of  White
faces as Well. In Winnipeg
a number of ranches that
featuring white faces have cut down
their produetion and increased with
platinums. No doubt now that pearl
platinums are b featured and
s0 well liked they will increase and
eventually ome One the big
factors tn the business.

News of the auctions in Montreal
which have been published in this
gaper are not, to say the least, ex-

{llarating partioularly at
geason of the year when we natur-
ally wish to be cheerful and full
of optimism. The fact that some
25,000 are being carried cver seem
to act as a dampener on the en-
thusiasm of those who felt like
spreading thiemselves and bw{‘llng
quantities. There is no doubt that
old skins do have a sort of second
hand appearance, the inside skin or
tissue turning yellow and if  the
pelts are very much handled they
are somewhat bedraggled. We often
wonder how pelts come through
and sell as well after being offer-
ed and handled on several sales. It
s a crying shame that everybody
is allowed to paw over pelts. If we
were well organized and vewerful
enough we could demand that the

pelts be offered In auction rcoms
where the lottings could be viewed
without recourse to their being

flung on a table and clawed over.| .

We noticed some time ago where
one gpeaker at a fox gathering ad-
vised all those interested in learn-
ing about pelts to 2o to the auctions

and handle them. It is & pretty ex-| o

pensive thing for the sellers to fur-
nish education of that sort.

We ourselves feel more optimism
than perhaps we did for some
months although the market Is not
s'rong and the reason for the op-
timism {s that thece low prices
will have a tendency to clear . up
the overhangings and put the
manufacturers to work. It would not
take very much enthusiasm all ar-
sund to dispose of the present
surplus It Is & pretty safe bet that
when the new hudget is brought
down by Mr. Ilsley the pwocessing

]

tax will be put back to where it
was a year nzg-’;lzhl;; perc;:;. Tl':v.‘
wor a elp, perhaps ‘the
best help of all in strengthening th
arket. 1f the whole .

whole tax was re:

moved it would be only the right
thing. to do because ‘at ‘the present
time there is no money. in fox far-:
ming and it is the onlg industry we,
tluanmdwgu{ll\nas

t

with all the money that is in cir-
culation tuit;letr' fox should reach '

po!

.know of that has s
the war. A strange

this low

Just let us see what the pict
looked like in March, 1918, ‘;lt nllr::’
on the 31st of March of that year
o g

rmy,

drove them back almost wAml:lg,
captured a couple of hundred
thousand prisoners and was only

that Ludendor! spr!
offensive on the Aghmgrl

stopped by the most heroic efforts.

On the 26th of Marchh he struck
?gam near Vimy. It was supposed

hat he would at d-
ians and all suack ihe Canad
taken u

Ridge with

rifice batteries.

using several thousand rounds,

6.30 the offensive began but t:et
Hun did not attack the Canadians,
instead they struck the'51st Scot-
tish Division joining up on ‘he
Canadians’ right. That . wonderful
division held them with the aid of
support from the 4th Canadian
Division. Our battery was pound-
ed by five batteries of German ar-
tillery for four hours. Shortly
afterwards we were given ten days
leave and when we arrived in
London we saw a store offering

this| hundreds of Silver Fox pelts priced

as high as £150 — equallin 3
The wonderful Britis| seegxe:“t?o
be carrying on unperturbed and
that was the way the fox industry
was going in the last great war.

Now there is no British market
but we have expectations of its
being opened up within the next
six to twelve months and there is
a chance that even France will be
a purchaser of Silver Fox. That
was a country that really did go
in for our commodity, In fact they
were about our best customers and
there are other parts of REur:pe
that will want luxuries, so there is
no reason to give way to despair
and figure that we are in a down
and out proposition.

Walter R. Shaw, Deputy Minls- |

ter of Agriculture and Secretary of
the Silver Fox Breeders’ and Ex-
ibitors’ Association of Prince Ed-
ward Island, is an excellent un
writer as you will note if you read

his ad for the P.E.I. Pelt Show)

which will be held at Summerside
he first week in January. Entries
close December 30th

the fleld artillery was
and placed on Vimy
the exception of two
fleld batteries, one of which Icome
manded. They w'ilx;le ktxixown as sag-
e fired combin,
n|fire all night into the Germansg:

and pelts,

It is good to pause at this
time to extend hearty greet-
ings to all our customers. We -
shall continue to serve you
within: the best of our re-
sources and wish you the
best of everything in
near happier days to come.

P. W. TURNER

FRIENDS

the

Whither ‘Away, Farming?

8peaking to a gathering of farm-
ers, farm workers, and land-own=
ers earlier in the year, the Briish
Minister of Agriculture told hi
audience that tne Ministry of Foud
was losing about 160,000,000 pounds
(8720,000,000) a year. There was &
slight loss on the resale of Em-
pire wheat, but a bigger one on
home-grown wheat, and while ‘he
Ministry made a small profit. on
foreign meat, it was losing T

unds ($31.50) on British cattle
ought for ‘slaughter, and 5 pence
(about 9 cents) a lb. on British
mutton, These figures, he said,
were definite subsidies to British
farmers. “It's no use burying vour
Lead in the ground when I .alk
about subsidies,” he said (alluding
to the otsrich which is supposed
to bury its -head to prevent its
seeing danger.) “I am not going

di

"THE HUNTERS'
" CORNER

DUCK AND GOOSE SEASON

Now that the shooting of ducks
and geese is over until the fall cf
1945, hunters are beginning = to
compare notes. On the whole he
season was more successful than
last year. Geese in particular were
far more numerous this fall
comparison with 1943, but at that
the number of geese present this
fall were only a small percentage
of the honkers that stopped off on
the spring migration. northward.
Geese fed mainly in the stubble
flelds this fall and roughly between
November 10th and 20th they were
present in fair numbers. However,
after that date they began, tomove
soutward, not waiting for the
freezeup as in other years, and by
the end of the month had practi-
cally all departed. Heavy shoot-
ing, or hunting, may have been
responsible for their departure, for
unless food conditions are exceo=
tionally good geese will not stand
too much punishment. .

Some good bags were ‘obtained,
good for this province, but in
some sections of the United States
and Western Canada more geese
are shot in a single day then are
killed here during the entire
shooting season. The trio of pro-
fessional goose shooters, Bearisto,
Holman and Owen, are reliably
reported to have bagged 27. They

won the Grand Championship last
year and Keir had no. idea that
such fame would descend on him.
|In fact he was down in "Florida
when the word reached him. It
may be that some ranclier smaller
than Mr. dsid

must be sent to Canadian National
Silver Fox ' A |

There is no reason why we cannot
make this a real big banner show,

one that will be a credit to our

Province and advertise from

coast to coast.
We

us

send them in so as to be repre-
sented. It was Kelr Woodside who

FOX FURS WANTED

I require immediately to fill special order 300 full
silver or marked full silver fox pelts. Must be good

colours. Will pay a premium over market prices to fill
this order. Also buying daily platinum and other fox
furs, mink, muskrat, etc., etc.

W. R. JENKINS,

212 Great George Street,

e T e

FUR BUYER

has kone to Montreal for

0’BRYAN

Of ROLT RENFREW and CO. LTD., Montreal,

Christmas but expects to

return next week. Exact date of his return will be
announced through press.

CHARLES R. ROGERS

SUMMERSIDE

-—

ment for private sale.
ments daily.

OUR PELTING AND

Wanted Immediately Raw Furs

All types Foxes, Muskrats, Mink, Weasles, etc.,
required. We have disposed of practically all
last season’s goods and now need quantities of
fresh skins for our trade.

We buy outright, also accept geods on consign-

Prompt remittance.

NOW OPEN
QUANTITY FOX NETTING FOR SALE

6. R. MacQUARRIE

Summerside, P. E. L

Reserve prices, Ship-

CLEANING PLANT

hope that cach one who; :
reads this will if they have a ptlt' instance, in New York last Monday |

or pelts that they believe are at-!
tractive and of good quality will

be the one.

While the news from Montreal
was depressing, as quoted above,
there are bright spots showing up
in the United States markets For

Lampson, Fraser and Huth's :ale
of silver foxes and mutations show-
ed strengthening prices. Fresh Ail-
vers showed a gain of 10 per cen'
above the prices realized one month
ago. There was a strong demand
for new color phases. Silver fox,
with a quantity of about 460 pelts,
65 per cent sold. The top price for
a pelt was $180, while white mar':-
ed silver fox brought a high of
$100. The buyers of silver fox
were mostly manufacturers, Tcd
i price for full silver was $76, top
| price for three-quarter was $44.

| The first auction sale held
!the New York Auction Company
of Canada, Ltd., took place in
Toronto last Saturday. There was
a good attendance of buyers, con-
sidering the fact that it was the
worst storm in nearly 70 years. At
least 27 cancellations were report-
ed on the part of New York buy-
ers due to the storm. In an inter-
view Mr. Cantor, the president ex-
ressed himself as being very grati-
fed with the results of the first
sale, in consideration of travel
conditions, He anticipates a good
future for the auction in Torento.
The top price realized for fox wvas
$135 for a mutation type and $70
for standard silver. The silvers
were early take off and a por
collection. The writer expresses
the opinion that the opening of an
auction company in ‘Toronto by
such a well-established concern a:

any will mean & better and
groldcr market for silver fox ap<
mutations. The ~ Canadian Fur
Auction ~Sales Company Limitec
has done splendid work but in rec-
ent years it has shown shortcom-
ings which can be bettered b}
stronger opposition.  After il
competition is the life of tracde

trariness is liable to creep in.

. Once again as Christmas ap-
the writer wishes to ex-

| Sox
they will have a very
CHRISTMAS.

0080000440040 0000000000

Fox Ranchers

Fresh Frozen Caplin at
2 1-2 cents a pound. Deliver-
Any station. Prepaid.

FREEMAN POPE,
Souris, R. R. 2
0460000000000 00000000
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NOTICE

‘Buying daily:  Chicken,
Kowl, Geese and Dugks.
live and dressed. Paying

, top prices.
‘Eastern Packing Co.
; Souris

PPD D D0 Lobolod o
ﬂ’h 4 s 12-19-6n,

+
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V will have this
year’s champion. Perhaps you may

the New York Fur Auction C:m- |

and where it does not exist, arbi- |

have a spl

and has an
keeping out of the roasting pan.

;nlrnbly light.

type of weather held off until the
season closed. Take for instance
last Thursday morning, high wind
and drifting snow, and all but tae
springs and creeks sealed with ice
or slush, It would be as easy to
secure the limit as potting wooden
ducks {n a shooting gallery. Under

in |ordinary conditions the black duck

is a shy and wary bird, but they
can be remarkably stupid in a
snow squall.

Notwithstanding the open and
favourable weather during earlv
December (the season closed on
Dec. 15th), some good bags were
obtained by some of the local
sports who make a study of condi-
tions such as wind, tide, etc. For
instance, on the second last morn-
ing of the season Lloyd Wonna-
cott and Melvin Horne, City, bag-
ged 17 beauties in less than two

ours. The birds were so0 fat that
when some of them struck the
frozen ground their breasts split
open just like a ripe watermelon,

A noticeable .feature this season
was the fatness of the birds. Black
ducks were in better condition on
the opening day (Sept. 20th) than
on October 15th in other years.
Thousands of black ducks are still
with us and it is to be hoped that
sportsmen will be willing to call it
a day, or year, and, if lhe urge to
shoot is still present, they will .try
their skill on the bunnies.
bits are quite plentiful in some
districts and afford wonderful spurt
when shot over a beagle or rabbit
‘hound.

SANTA CLAUSE—FPLEASE
LISTEN

say:
“Give me a giddy gift any day—
Give ’mc things that
si'te

Wilhh a uselessness almost devine:

Bui never, would
nuy?”

member-

never Jusy

tires

And sun-porch s creens

made
cotper wires:

(Ladies Home Journal)

‘rig’ of high class
decoys and are experienced gzsose
hunters and a total of 9 birdseach
for the entire season shows that
the Canada goose is nobody’s fool
uncanny knack of

The open season favoured the
black ducks and the kill was re-

It's a good thin
or the ducks that the preser.%

Rab-

Who was that wmn—an who. used to

Who was she? Well, I might re-
The hings I want are brand new
But, Santa , this is a new Desember.
of

I could use rib-roasts for the yawn

Virginia Scot’ Millar

to say that agriculture is efficient
today, when I don’t believe it. It
has increased its efficiency, hut I
am only interested in results. It
(i.e., agriculture) has had four
years, and now it has another
 four years to put its house in ord-
er.” And then—what?

From pre-historic times (and 1
mean just that) Britons have beey
farmers, When the population was
small and there were no great ur-
ban centres, “family farming” or
Subsistence far: , &8 some call
it, was ambly sufficient. Every
generation made some improve-
ments, but they were tardy, ‘‘rule-
of-thumb”, and - inefficient, ac-
cording to our present standards.
About a hundred years ago, when
the Machine Age first made its
appearance, farming was stiill ‘n a
state of almost feudal simplieity.
Then huge factories came into be-
ing, manned by huge towns. In-
dustry drew its best workers sand
thinkers from the farms, attracted
by higher wages. Invention made
the work lighter; social legisia-
tion kept pace and made the posi-
tion of the industrial worker bet-
ter in every respect.

‘While all this was transpiring,
the farmer was handicapped {rom
the start. The industrial worker
had his “union” to protect him in
the matter of work and wages. It
was, of course, the farmer's own
fault that he would never co-oper-
ate with his fellows to secure such
,orotection. I am not sure”ds to
whether the British farmer came
under the Old Age Pensions .ct;
but if he didn't he ought to, con-
sidering the importance of his
work, I did see a copy of the iIn-
employment Insurance Act of 19!1,
but farmers and market garden=

is | They loo

i3, of course, its main object. But

who use the term do not
envisage the farm as a
that, the

hsme;
tell us, is out of date.
to see it run as a face
tory with larger machines and
more of them—and larger, much
larger, blocks of land for the ma-
in.  Possibly
Minister of
Agriculture means to bring about
in Britain, It has more than once
been advocated in Canada. and i
was tried ouwt during the depres-
sion by the Government of .he
United States, which threw away
millions of dollars before the pro=
ject collapsed. Russia seems to be
succeeding in such a plan as ‘ar
as one can_ gather from the
scanty news: but conditions tnere
are very different, and it was pos-
sible to ‘liquidate” the ¥ulaks
(farmers) before taking over :iheir
land. There are many large scaie
farms in Palestine, complets witn
communal dining rooms, nurs:ries,
etc,, but these are run by the Jew-
ish farmers themselves, without the
helo of Government or “Big ~usi-
ness”, and are remarkably snce
ceasful

But no matter whether the 8rit-
ish Government or the comnier-
cial interests (which have lo

looked at this matter with avi

eyes) takes charge of “food pro-
duction”, the farmer will find his
freedom gone for ever. He will have
to tpunch his time-clock like the
rest. .

Mitkweed Pods Received

Prom a valued friend, who In
turn had them from Mrs, Wm.
Stavert of Bedeque, I have just
received some seed-: which I
identify as those of milkweed. I
am told that they were grown in a
plot behind Mrs., Stavert’s house
and I conjecture that this mik-
weed has been planted there orig-
inally, since it does not grow wild
in this Province, as far as I am
aware, I tried to naturalize milk-
weed by the side of a small stream
on mv farm but it died out for some
unknown 1eason, though it grows
but does not flower in the garden.
This year it produced one flower-
bud, which dropped off.

It is difficult to give the exaet
name of a plant unless one has a
perfect specimen, leaves, flowers,
and so on. In this case there is
only the seed-pod or follicle, to
work with, and to make things
harder there are at least a score
of different milkweeds (Asclepias)
on this continent! Examining th
follicles closely I find that t

<3

rers, I noticed, were debarred {rom
any benefit of this Act.

A generation ago the lot of th:
British farm-laborer (hired man)
was, like that of Gilbert and Sul-
livan’s policeman, *“not a ~ aappv
one.” is wages were fixed by a
kind. of agreement among his
bosses, the farmers tnemselves: and
they differed in different - 'ccal-
ities. In my own district in the
north, a farm hand got 22 shilitngs
a week (about $4.50), and was con-
sidered well paid. In the scutn
wages were lower; some go* 16
shillings a week. But in all cases
| hours were excessive; there were no
| holidays, not even bank or .egul

sparkle and|holidays, and there was the neces-

sary work on Sundays. Farmers
provided a house for married help,

ve me things that I'd I'ke to try but it was too often an antiquatec
80, structure without any sanitary or

domestic conveniences., In any oth-
er occupation these would nave
been branded as “sweat-shoo con-
ditions.”

Recent legislation, however, has
changed all that. Today hours of
farm labor are regulated; rates of
pay for time, overtime, and .un-
day work, are fixed for male and

ing rcaster, female. adult and juvenile iahnr;
A‘nd how I'd love a pop-up toaster.|holidays are prescribed, and Lhe
IT'd almost settle (oh change most|farm laborer enjoys all the ad-
utter!) vantages of present-day scnial
For some country eggs and a pound | legislation. The “subsidies” may
of butter! help the farmers to bear up under

the strain, but what _of the futu:e?
| There is. in the England nf to=
!day, a tendency to refer to farme
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¢ This Christmas Greeting

Brings a two-fold message.
friendly co-operation during the year, your patience
with us through these trying times for securing mer- ’
chandise and our apologies to any we’ve had to dis-

: This CHRISTHASTIDE |

nd s

GOOD HEALTH and PROSPERI
with the NEW YEAR

J. P. CROCKETT

Charlottetown

Appreciation for your

Wishes For

HAPPINESS

are echinate, i.e, they have rais-
ed lines of little projections like

L AR

New Year be bright and
prosperous for you,

WRIGHT SHOE CO. 3

and may the

CHARLOTTETOWN - GUARDIAN PAGE THIRTEEN
] RN NG NP
| TO -OUR i i i
- May this Greet .
| - NEWSY NOTES May (hly Qpiwting.sonc.
| CUSTOMERS By AGRIOOLA appreciation of your
patronage—
i and - Ting as “food ‘production” — wiich

one and all.

A
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late to save the animal. The opo!son
is hydrocyanic (Prussic) acid.
Another plant which I have oc-
casionally received from corvre-
spondents is the Wild Calla or
Water Arum, Calla palustris, a
fairly close relation of the house
Calla or Richardia. Our wild
plant bears a bad character:
poisonous because of the acrid
substances contained in the leaves
and roots.” There is a polsunous
Arum in Britain too, but strange

to say, the blackbird (thrush) eats
the seeds with impunity.

The Wild Marjorum (Origanum
Vulgare) comes in for notice, but
all the collecting has been done
in Ontario, where five sites have

in British Columbia. Dr. W L.

c*©

the spikes on the sea-urchin
(Echinus) of our shores; and they
are also covered with a dense and
fine pubescence. ‘That limits our
plant to one of three: it may be
Asclepias speciosa Torr., the Showy
Milkweed: A. Syriaca Linn,, Com-
mon Milkweed or Silkweed; or|
A. Sullivantii Engelm, Sullivant’s |
Milkweed, In the absence of oth-
er means of identification ‘the
guess is that it is A, Syriaca wh!chl
grows as far north as N, B. I
shall be glad to have a sprig bear-
ing flowers, to settle the matter.
Milkweed has been in the spct-
light lately, the plant having a
milky juice (latex) which s a
possible source of rubber; and the

silky floss which fills the sced-
follicles, is now used as a subs‘ie
tute for Kapok in filling life-belts,
etc.

Canadian Weed Survey

There has just come to hand the
second annual report of the Can-
adian Weed Survey. The survey
has largely been carried out by
Prof. Herbert Groh, Assoclate
Botanist, a gentleman whom the
present writer had the pleasure of
meeting several years ago, and
who has since then unstintingly

placed his botanical knowledge at .

the writer's disposal.

An immense country like Can-
ada, with such a variety of geo-
graphic and climatic conditicns,
must always be on the look-ou!
for weeds coming from all quart-
ers of the globe. We have a few
noxious weeds of our own, but by
far the greater number have .cen
introduced; and the object of the
present survey is to check up on
their introduction, spread, relative
abundance in the various arcas,
their effect on animal life and on
cultivated crops, etc., etc. It
thus of the utmost importance to
those who produce the crops, and
is also of the greatest interest to
those who, like the writer, mey be
classed as amateur botanists. “rcim
the latter point of view there ire
several items of interest conzern-
ing the Provinces.

The Flcwering Rush (Butomus
umbellatus) is now establishcd ai
several points in Ontario and
Quebec, and all accounts oraise
the plant for disp.ay.
‘The Flowering Rush “likes to .iave
its feet in the water”; it is at home
in the shallow margins of cools,
and 50 can never become a threat
to cultivation. I believe this plant
was introduced here some years
ago but has since died out. How-
ever, I managed to procure a sl
for the little creek (brook) wine
did well till this summer, when
cattle broke in and ate it off!

Pondweeds (Potamogeton)
of which we have several species
(see the “New Flora”) are becom-
ing important as duck-food “rince
the formerly eaten eel-grass has
practically disappeared.”

A few years ago, during a mcm-
orable visit to Black Bank, the
present writer found the 8ea
Arrow-grass (Triglochin maritima)
fairly abundant on the north
shore of Prince County: it is «
rather insignificant plant as to
looks, but the survey warns that it

been located. It is also said to Ivow !

eé‘ OVER GIFTS 275 ey

Holman, of the University of Tn-
ronto, found the Marjorum grov=
ing abundantly on the roadiides
between Mayfield Road and Ruc-
ticoville in 1941. This was the first
record for P.EI, and prebacly
for the Maritimes.

Another plant found here. the
Tansy Ragwort (Senecio Jacoboea)
is under suspicion because in Can-
ada, Britain, and New Zealacd “it
has been responsible for the loss
of cattle eating it.” The agents are
poisonous alkaloids which attack
the liver, )

Space forbids my making fur-
ther selections from this important
survey: enough have been %iven
to show that the pamphlet shouid
be in the library of everyone con<
nected with agriculture,
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DON'T MISS OUR
PYREX WARE
COUNTER!

. DOUBLE-DUTY CASSEROLE

Two smart gifts in one. Practical
too, the cover keeps food warm
of senes s sepanate pie plote.
Foods bake faster in Pyrex ware
— and taste better! sllo

64 o1. size — only

PYREX UTILITY DISH
A gift she'll use a dozen ways.
Cooks small roasts, hot breads.
rolls,biscuits,and desserts. Ideal
for candy and brownies. The

handiest dish in the 74¢ .'

kitchen. 102 in. size

PYREX CAKE DISH
Notice the convenient glass hane
dles! Bakes perfect layer cakes
or doubles for meats, vegetables
and other baking., Washes easily-

A pairmakes a lovely 52"

gift. Each . . . . only

PYREX PIE PLATE
Just think how proud she’ll be
of her pies in this smart trans-
parent Pyrex Pie Plate.She can
watch crusts come to a crisp, *

flaky brown. 9% inch 37¢

sizeonly co.vieae

Queen Street

Phone 105

Fox Ranchers

is poisonous to cattle and sheep.
“Danger is greatest when fresh
plants are grazed on the range in
spring”, and as the poison s
rapid, treatment is usually teo

ATTENTION

and irappers

THE FUR SEASON IS NOW OPEN
WE PAY SPOT CASH ADVANCES

ON ALL YOUR FURS

A e AR S e e

The Fur Market ix down, but we feel quite sure it is
going to bhe much stronger.

Ship your Furs through the

MARITIME FUR POOL

Moncton, N. B.

And receive the highest market prices.

F. R MGLM“E, 171 Grafton St.

Local Representative

ROGERS HARDWARE Co. Lid. '
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