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Merry Christmas, friendships,
great accumulation of cheerful
recollections, affection on earth, and
Heaven at last for all of us.
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here tomight for conferences with

day In Jong talks with members of

Africa has led to speculation that

Nogues flew here from Morocco, after the old Marshal spent the

man-French relations back on their feet. *

(Most of this despatch was stopped by censor.)

(Nogues ‘has had recent oonferences with Gen Maxime Weygand,
commander of the French African forces, whose continued stay in

eollaboration sponsored by the ousted Vice Premier Pierre Laval.,)

Chief of State Philippe Petain. he four

d land-bomt

One of

carrying ity of appr

his cabinet in ffort to put Ger-
ey K weight, 40,000 pounds,

four tons of bombs. Wing span

9 being built for Britain at San Diego, Calif. Known as
model 32 B24, they have a speed of more than 300 miles per hour, a range of about 3,000 miles, and a

20,000 ITALIAN_TROOPS _TRAPPEL
oAy —

To Hold Talks

Aged Marshal spends day
trying to restore German-
French relations.

VICHY, France, Dec. 20— (AP)—Gen. Auguste Nogues, Governor of
France’s North African colonles, and Georges Scapini, blind deputy who
has been negotiating for the release of French war, prisoners arrived

is 110 feet; length, 64 feet; gross

Italians,

he is opposed to the German-French

BAGS 23 NAZIS

down 23 Nazi planes, according to
word received by his father in Cal-
gary, The young pilot Jast summer
was awarded the Distinguished Fly-
Ing Cross after shooting down four
tmemies in two days..

Nazi Press
Harps on U. S.
Jap friction

BERLIN, Dec, 20 -~(AP) —Es-
tablishment of military and econ-
omic commissions to implement the
German -Italian-Japanese alliance
was agreed upon today and the ac-
tion was regarded in some political
quarters as a counter-move to Unit-
el States aid to Britain.

No authorized spokesman would
say that formation of the commis-
sions at this time was in answer
to President Roosevelt’s suggestion
that materials be lent to Brilain,
but informally it was sald “it is an
action that speaks for itself.”

The timing was Interpreted by
some as a reminder of the pact’s
existence at the moment when e
United States appears contemplat-
ing a great expansion of aid to Brit-
aln. The German press started
speaking of its favorite theme —
friction between the United States
and Japan, ¢

BERNE, Dec. 20 —(AP) —Gen
Henrl Guisan announced today that
Buitzerland will not be blacked eut
Christmas Eve and expressed the
hope that “our air space will not
be violated.” The blackout will be
fesumed Christmas night.
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Pllot Officer William Lidstone
McKnight, D.F.C. and bar, has shot

French officials frankly admit-
ted that the Nazi attitude toward
collaboration had cooled since

Laval’s departure from the cab-
inet. Important decisions by the
Vichy Government are expected

tomorrow in an effort to regain
German cordiality.

(Berlin sources, where Laval's
ouster is known as the “putsch of
Vichy”, claimed Gemany had
learned one great lesson from the
dismissal of the Vice-Premier and
Foreign Minister of Petain’s reg-
ime: that there exists an influen-
tial group at work within the
French Government to scuttle, if
possible, attempts at French-Ger-
man rapprochment.) !

Nazis _s—l;;w
Concern over
ltalian losses

By J. Wes Gallagher
Associated Press Staff Writer
WITH THE GREEK ARMY ON
THE NORTHERN ALBANIAN
FRONT, Dec. 20 —(AP) — A shiv-
ering Italian sentry at. Bersaglierl
crept furtively about an icy ledge
as a zero wind whipped his coat

about his legs.
“We could killhim if we wished " a
Greek officer at my elbow observ-

I saw the sentry from a peephole
in the observation post in one of
the advanced trenches on  this
front.

In this sector the fighting has
reverted for the time being to
trench warfare because of the ter-
rific cold and heavy Snows.

A short ‘distance ahead of us was
a mountain where thousands of
Italians are entrenched with a big

By Preston Grover
Associated Press Staff Writer

BRERLIN, Dec. 20-—(AP)—Enough
evidence of concern over stumbling
Italian military cperations in Greete
and Africa appeared here tonight
to give some - support to widely=-
heard reports that Germany has
decided to place a crutch under her
ail ng ally.

Any news of actual military
nlans could not be reported even if
nown. But occasional chuckles
nee heard over Italian reverses in
Greece were reported in  strictly
private quarters to have disappeared
since the British fleet air arm
launched its smashing attack on
the Italian navy at Taranto and
British forces compelled a precipi=
tous withdrawal of Fascist forces in
Nerth Afriea.

(An informed Rome source con-
firmed a report that German trans-
port planes are carrying Ttalian
troops to Alban‘a and sa‘d Italian-
flown German dive bombers are in
Italian Service.)

ATHENS, Dec. 20 —(AP)—
Italian positions in the moun-
tains behind Tepeleni and Kli-
sura were reported falling one
after another to bayonet-charg-
ing Grecks today and a gen-
eral Fascist retreat from the en-
tire sector was declared immin-

.-

ent,

The Greeks said their troons
were proceeding methodically in
cleaning up Itfalian resistance in
these remaining outposts before
making any attempt to occupy
the two towns, which guard
an important highway leading
into Eastern Alhania.

With another Greek force bat-
tling up the Adriatic coast to-
ward Chimara, the Royal Air [
Force command aunounced its
bombers again blasted Valona,
Ttalian port of entry farther up
the coast. Military barracks, a
gasoline dump and a transport
park were declared reduced to
flaming ruins,

Roosevelt forms
New office to
Speed production

assortment of artillery.

Behind was a shell-riddled vil-

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20— (AP)— | lage; on the right a wind-swept
TP:OsidenL Roosevelt announced to- | lake; on the left, the mountains
day the formution of a new office | held by the Greeks.
on’ production management for de- | The sky was lead grey, flecked
fence to headl the enormous pro= | With snow flurries,
gram of re-arming the United Trench mortar bombs thudded
States while producing arms for
Britain,

He called in reporters to say that
the office would be directed by Wil-
liam 8. Knudsen, production chief
of the defence commission. 4

The associate director will be 8ld-
ney Hillman, defence commission
member handling labor problems,

The Secretaries of war and na
—Henry L. Stimson and TFran
nox —-will be the other members
5f the four-man agency.

(Continued on page 10, Col 6)

Contracts awarded
Are announced

———

OTTAWA, Dec. 20—(CP)—Con-
tracts awarded in the week ended
he Department of

I Dec. 13 by ¢
Plane drops e iabal s
Bomhs In '
1 ]
Neutral Eire

tonight.

Contracts valued at more than
$5,000 issued during the week in-
cluded:—

Foodstuffs:—

Canada Packers Ltd, Halifax,
—_— ,668; Swift Canadian Co. Ltd,
alifax, $6,531.

DUBLIN, Dec. 20—(CP) —Two| Construction and defence pro-
bombs from a single unidentified .
raiding plane fell within seven
miles of neutral, brilliantly light=
ed Dublin _tonight, injuring three
persons and damaging several hou-
ces in the suburb of Dun Laoghalre
(formerly Kingstown.)

The town is in Dublin County,
seven miles from the city itself, and
is a mail packet station for com=
munication with Liverpool and

olynead.
Hﬁombs also fell i Monoaghan
County, which is near the frontier
of belligerent Northern Ireland.

[T
Acadian Construction Co, Ltd.
Halifax, $110,086.

WASHINGTON, Dec, 20 —(AP)—
James (Gene) Tunney, former
heavywelght champion and once a
private in the United States Marine
Corps, was commissioned today as
a lleutenant comenander in the na-
val reserve. He was ordered to ac-
tive dutv es co-ordinafor of physi-
cal eduzation at avittion troinine
sta'lons in the southern Un\tedL
States.

Greeks

Revert to Trench
Tactics _{t_l Cold

Newsman gives eye - witness
account of fighting; Fascists
fall back.

Lord Halifax
Likely for
U. S. Post

LONDON, Dec. 21 —(Saturday)—
(CP) —The Press As:ociation's
Parliamentary correspondent said
early today that Viscount Halifax
now is regarded as the most likely
choice for the British ambassador-
ship in Washington.

An official announcement is ex-
pected shortly, he sald.

The Daily Mail said Lord Hali-
fax's name already had been sub-
mitted to President Roosevelt for
approval as the successor to the
late Marquess of Lothian.

Poultry prices
Up but less
Is offering

Prince Edward Island farmers
are recelving three cents per pound
more for their poultry of all kinds
this year than they did last sea-
son but they are selling less than
in 1939, it was learned from deal-
ers yesterday. Some buyers put the
reduction in offerings as much as
25 per cent, But the quality, they
continued, was excellent.

The 25 per cent reduction was far
exceeded in the case of turkeys, it
was learned. Offerings in this class
were very small and continued the
downward trend which began some
years ago.

Chickens were quated at 16 to 22
cents per pound to the farmers.
while geese and ducks were 16 to
18 cents. Turkeys were listed at
23 to 25 cents per pound. But the
retail trade in Charlottetown was
handling only very few, many deal-
ers not stocking them at all.

The reduction in poultry supplies
offering, especially in the case of
chickens, was hard explain,
dealers said., The only cause they
could suggest was increased home
consumption on farms,

Tt was learned the sale of day
old chicks last spring exceeded the
1930 figure and no poulta disense
was reported to deplete the popu-
)ation. However, it was suggested
by some agricultural officials that
the poultry raisers were turning
to buying more day old stock in-
stead of hatching chicks on the
farm. If that were the case there
might have been actually less chie-
kens produced this year.

The high quality was partially
due to plentiful grain supplies and
to an increased interest bryodproduc-
ers in finishing their pi luct.

i i

OTTAWA, Dec. 20 —(OP) —Brig.
P. Earnshaw, officer commanding
the Canadian troops in Newfound-
Jand, has been given command of
Newfoundland troops on duty on
the Island as well, the Department
of national defence announced to-
day. Formerly director of signals at
national  defence head ters,

Fewer accidents
InFlyingSchools

:

Shipping head
Makes bid for
More U. S. Craft

LONDON, Dec. 20—(AP)—Bri-
tain’s Minister of Shipping, Ron=-
ald Cross, made a frank bid to-
day for Axis ships now in Ameri-
can harbors and for vessels from
“the existing ordinary services” of |
the United States.

In an interview with United
States press correspondents the
44-year-old minister said that sup-
plies of old American ships were
almost exhausted, that it would

British Units
Have Port In
Iron Cliz_tches

Move up reinforcements for
final assault; Italians continue to
lose heavily in desert warfare.

take a year for American ship-
building to be substantial of help
to Britain, and added:—

“Perhaps the United States can |
spare us something from her ex-
isting ordinary services. Also there |
are & number of enemy ships in
the United States. I naturally cas
a covetous eye on thore vessels.
These are the only way I can see
for replenishments of any conse-
quence.”

He was discussing the inroads of
the submarine and long-distance
plane on British shipping, the
greatest threat to British life-
blood. It can be overcome, he sairy
only by increasing the number of
destroyers on convoy and patrol
duty and by new shipping.

Mr. COross did not go into the
legal aspects of obtaining such

Than expected

percentage of flying accidents, hav=

done in schools of the British Com=
monwealth Air Training Plan in
Canada, is slower than was ekpect=
ed, the Air Ministrv said in a state-
ment issued today.

@isas tha plan started operating,
there have been 29 fatal flying ac-
Ci..oits and in the same period 168,-
050 flying hours were put in. The
statement gave a lengthy outline of
tha rules and precautions taken in
‘“a Deup] Ocnadian Air Force to
prevent accidents, but said “Canada
.11 noy cairy cut the greatest air
training plan ever conceived with-
cut meeting with some percentage
of accidents.” Y

“7t is a fact.” the _Air Ministry
said. “that the R.CAF. due to ex~
treme care and ski'lful precaution-
ary measures, has not thus far suf-
farad the nercentage of accidents
which British experts anticipated of
the training p an at its creaticn.
And. since the Canadian training
system is the ‘Gosport’ system used
bv the RAF. in England, this is
regarded here and in Fngland as a
creditable accomplishment. 2

(Continued on page 10, col 5)

Polis—h_aficers
Reported in
Prison hreak

BUCHAREST, Rumania, Dec. 20
—(AP)—Marshal Edward Smigly-
Rydz of Poland, who fled to Ru-
mania 18 days after the German
army invaded his homeland in
September, 1939, was reported in
flight again tonight, this time af-

ter a daring escape from the
Dragoslay prison camp.

An undetermined  number of
high-ranking Polish officers who

were imprisoned with him were
reported to have fled at the same
time, but no details were avail-

able.

(Diplomatic reports  reaching
Budapest, Hungary, said Smigly-
Rvdz had been smuggled aboard a
Rnlack Sea ship bound for Tur-
key.)

Suggests vast
Night hombing
Fleet he built

NEW YORK, Dec. 20— (CP)—
{Creation by the United States of &
vast bombing fleet for Britain, to
carry out night raids on Germans,
was urged as a feasible project to-
night by Eugene J. Houdry,
French-born  industrialist,
dent and founder of the
Gaulle Pn:;\c; tc:;a'er organ:
in the United States.

A'ihn mass meeting in Carnegle
Hall, Mr. Houdry urged that free
Frenchmen should be recognized
as constituting a free nation, ex-
isting beyond the bounds vof un-
occupied France, and led by Gen
Charles De Gaulle,

Mr., Houdry, & world-renowned
authority on petroleum;, told the
crowded mecting that a group of
military experts working under
the sponsorship of France For-
ever had come to the conclusion
that Germa‘,” should start to feel
the stress of defeat coming to her
from the air in the summer of
1041 and that the Reich should

zation

This can be achieved in practical
terms, Mr, Houdry said, because
Germany’s petroleum supplies are
limited, whereas those of Britam
are unlimited.

The 1 the military experts

Brig. Earnshaw took over command
of the Canpdian garrison in New-
foundland last October, Heé 1s re-
gnonsible to Maj.-Gen W. H, P. B«
vins, officer comman©ine the At-
lantic army command with head-

4 quarters at Halifax,

propose, he sald, “is the building
of a second air fleet entirely sep-
arate from the one that the Uni-
tadq Gtateg §s  bnilding today. This
fieet should be bu‘lt for one sole
pirpose—that  of  bombing  at
night.

+took refuge in the United States
OTTAWA, Dec, 20—(CP) — The & matter

ing regard to the amount of fiying |

be paralyzed, also from the air, in
942 |

ships of Germany and Italy which%

which naturally
{ American neutrality.
| (There are two German vessels,

affects

-‘27 Italian ships and 37 of Danish
| registry tied up in United States
| perts.)

| “We obviously can do
|great many more destroy
{ said, “We know how to maste
| submarine, given the equipment to
jdo it, but we cannot expect to get
| the submarine menace so far sub-
|dued that it will not require an
| enormous amount of new construcs
| tion to maintain the war effort at

| full blast.” | E

|

| Ernest Bevin, Minister of Labot, |
{told a foreign press assocls |
luncheon audience that “'Pre 3
| Roosevelt’s great idea of paying fo
| goods by goods will not only help |
| to win the war but will take us out |
| of the hands of speculators at the
end of the war.”

| EIRE STRE} G'['HENS#I—)—I-JI'ICN(‘ES

| DUBLIN, Dec
Eire defence mini
the ports of Galw
der military con a further step
in its preparedn poliey. I
Since July the porfs of Dublin, |
Cork, Kingstown, Bantry Bay and |
Lough Swilly have been under to-
tal military direction. Special coast-
al defence measure ave been in
operation since the of France.

P

MANILA, Dec. 19

Eighteen Moros, including a num-
ber of women and children,
in the crocodile infested Agus mv~E
er after two native boats that
been lashed together I
stream, There were only seven sur-'
vivors,

|

(By Hugh Wagnon, Associated

Press Staff Writer

LONDON, Dec. 20—(AP)-—Bri-
tish warsnips entering t h the

50-mile-wide Strait of
the southeastern Ita
have swept the lower Adriatic

J without being clmllmi;;ml by a
single Italian fighting ship or en-
countering a single Italian

com=

mercial vessel, the Admiralty de-
clared today.

This foray, said unofficially to

indicate that the Fascists had been
run to cover in the lower Adriatic
as well as the Mediterranean and
put in great peril in Albania, was
irounded off in a heavy assault by
a separate force of bafttleships on
the vital Italian supply port of
Valona in southern Albania,

In the bombardment, the Admir-
alty said, nearly 100 tons of high
explosive shells were hurled at the
port and in the whole operation

“no opposition from the enemy
avas encountered.”
The Admiralty's statement,

which was characteristically spar-
ing of language, did not mention
the damage to Valona, but other
sources pointed out
heavy shelling could make rubble
of the port facilities.

This tied in with other fleet op-
erations in which the Royal Navy

is striking at the Italians on botn |

their Albanian and Libyan sea
flanks—particularly on the Libyan
| side where, the Admiralty remark-
| ed, “naval operations in support of
| our army are continuing.”
| Bardia, the Fascist base in Libya
has been aflame since Dec. 15, the
‘Admlra)t said, and in the inter-
| mittent bardments that have
| followed British warships «have
gone untouched through repeatea
| attacks by Italian shore batteries
| and torpedo planes.
Light British units ran into the
| inner harbor under heavy fire and
sank three Itallan supply ships in
a single day, the Admiralty said
Ths British submarine Truant,
lthe Admiralty said, sank a heav-

:1‘) otst

alians near the oa for three |
| days, it was revealed, taking |
some prisoners and equipment,

y and Sligo un- |
n

died | y

British Warships-
'Run Italians Out
Of lowet_'_f}z.driatic

that such a |

P
CAIRO, Dee. 20—(AP)—The British and Imperial army
of the Nile had completely surrounded Bardia tonight and was
moving up reinforcements for final assault on the Libyan port.
Trapped within the Italian base, 30 miles inside the Libyan
horder, were an estimated 20,000 Italians behind a 17-mile peri-
meter of concrete pill boxes, artillery batteries, machine-gun nests
and tank pits. g
Jritish advance forces were reported to be engaged in a fierce
struggle with the Italians, who were pouring heavy artillery
shells on Britain’s slowly advancing tanks and motorized units.
Encirclemént of Bardia resembled a siege, with British bat-
teries firmly established at all points around the town shelling its
defences almost continuously, while the Royal Air Force fliers
bombed the gatrison repeatedly and warships pounded away at
the waterfront,
ther British forces mopping up in the desert

area fought
an Italian garrison from the oasis of Giarabub, 30 miles
due south on the coast and about 20 miles west of the Egyptian
trontier,

Tough mechanized cavalry
from Australia engaged the It-

The rest of the Italians escaped
to a new position and were reporg-
v;lv ill holding out against heavy
pressure,
contains buildings and
sacred to the Senussi

t and the British troops were
aid to have refrained from bomb-
ing the place for this reason.
Only a small force was holding
h sis but there were indica-
reinforcements from out-
nevertheless, the gar-
of retreat will be cut
ary sources said, if the
oops continue their ad-
ng the coast.
of Bardia to Derna, 175 |

de Libya, British air and |
I sounded ‘the Italian

Ui
an R.AF. conmunique said
Jeft in Ili‘xmes by  bombers
h made direct hits on bar=~
racks, motor transport parks, and MAY GET LONDON POST

e g Norman Armour, ace career diplo-
pnnt and now U.S. ambassador to
Argentina, has been mentioned in
informed Washington circles for the
vacant post of U. S. ambassador to
Great Britain. He was formerly
U.S. minister to Canada, He is a
scion of the famous U.S. meat pack
ing family.

b,

8

ssued in Rome by
news agency,

ans now are fac- |

25,000 troops, 500,000 tons of

wships and 1,500 airplanes in the

African theatre.

‘here was no British commeat
claim, obviously issued in
an ¢ npt to explain reverses to
the Italian people.)

g \

MORE.
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oPPlNC.
SH DAYS
MEGLECTING QUR XMAS

SHOPPING 1S ALL IN
A DAYS SHIRK

[i'_\'-l:ldnn supply ship and a big It-
|alian tanker south of Italy during
| She possibly sank
ly ship, the Admiralty

st attack on the

Valona has been

a heavy raid by
e

Royal ¢/ ce, it was an-

| nounced, the military
{ barracks, gasoline storages and a
{motor transport park were heavily
hit. - TORONTO, Dec, 20—(CP)—Min=
’ ————— e imum and maximum $emoperatures:
- L
| Dawson 1 4
| N de Victoria 45 49
i az' ral rs Edmonton 2 0
| G- d- 3 38
[ 10 23
ive pounding i
. Ottawa 25 36
Montreal 30 31
o e seys‘ e Quebee 22 33
Saint John 17 42
Halifax 18 41
s Charlottetown 9 3¢
21— (Saturday)— 2 o
l s gave the Mer= FORECAST
8OV area around Liverpool its B X .
‘i\\'u’st pounding of the war last .Mnruh'ne .Pro\lncu. L 'll:
| night and early today. strong winds; gln.udy and mild wit
; A record number of night bomb- ,{0('(;}:;0“5‘“ r.m‘n. plxrtk et
| ers blasted the area and the in- i o A et
| e Tanrd. Fire was hoaviest | Synopels: The weather hus been

in the industrial areas. mild over the greater part of On=

tario with Lghi 1. i -

|
HE ,\M\:}:,‘!,,‘,\.‘i';l xr;r;og:d J‘),\;,-N.‘il‘:% E tricts, It has been fair throughoul
nate bombing while ay |the West with considerably bove
| Taverpool a hotel was struck and |DOImal temperature, 333
SeverR]. poreons. in the dining room | . High tide this afiernoon af 3.

were injured. {and tomorrow morning at 3.34.
V P eal stimates sual- \
N e ot ik Sun sets this afternoon at 421

ties were low, they did not in- k , { T
cliide possible victims being dllzi“"d rises tomorrow morning at 7.35

out of the ruins of a line of wreck-
ed homes, ¢

Commerelal bulldings in  Tiver- | P
pool were struck, and broken glass
strewed streets over a wide area

e
Last quarter moon Dec, 21, 94

an,
|© Summerside tide 18 minutes later
‘. than Charlottetown,

last  night bombs fell el " o
over wide areas of Britain, in- THE CAR FERRY SAILINGS
luding the east coast, inland, and
:_w:"v wales, ITn at least one coas l Leaves Bord:n 945 AM. 1.00 P.M.
tor, anti-aireraft fire was s0

Leaves
3.16

Tormentine 11.00 A, M,
PM. : ,

J intense it shook houses.
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