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Britain Claims

Invasion Of Albania Upsets
Mediterranean Status Quo—
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Narrowly Escape
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| Exerts Pressure On
Poland Not To Sign
Defence Agreement
With Britain.
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Hull Keeps In Close
Contact With
Roosevelt On Al-
banian Situation,

WASHINGTON, April 7—'The

United States administration

tvlvlelghed tonight a series of actions

at may be taken in col uence

of Italy’s inwesion of Albania,
Hull

ar,

Their consultations were Inter-
preted in Berlin in light of
subsequent events as having been
conoerned primarily with what
joint action might be taken by
German and Ttallan armies in the
event of attempts by other powers
to thwart Tta'ian aims in Albania.
The Innebr;-k talks ended yes-
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‘*Halt - Hitler’’ Bloc

(g{ The Canadian Press)
PARIS, Axﬁl 7Havas News
Agency in a dispatch from Lone
don says It was reportedwwmf:e
the Bucharest Government has in«
formed Creat Britain that Rue
mania is willing in principle_to
join the Anglo-French “Halt Hit-
ler” bloc.

In & call at the British mm?
Oftice today, according to the
favas report, Rumanian Minister

u | pilea informed &'t Alexander Ca-
and | dogan, permanent forelgn under-

death | georetary, that Bucharest favors
estroyed | participation in the anti-agaression
gvstem now being fashionzd by
Prime Minister Chamberlain.
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Resistance To

Desperately To Stem Invaders

Government Flees Capital

(By CHARLES H. GUPTILL,
Associated Press Foroign Staff) .

TIRANA, Albania, April 7—(AP)—Hardy Al-
banian tribesmen fought desperately tonight to
stevn an ltalian invasion supported by bombing
planes and naval guns.

While the losing battle was in progress the
nation awaited Premier Mussolini's reply to a
peace overture by King Zog.

The Governmont—torn between the resist-
ance of its own primitive people and the realizat-

the might of Fascist Italy — fled to the mountain
hamlet of Elbasan.

There only 25 milee south of Tirana, Zog
awaited the answer to the bid for peace which
would leave him some measure of honor.

Tirana itself is readily accessible to ltalian
motorized equipment, but Elbasan can be reached
only over steep, easily-defended mountain roads.

WOMEN IN RANKS

The Government’s move was announced in a radio
broadcast. In the same broadcast, former Premier Mehdi
Frasheri proclaimed that Albanian women as well as men
were determined:to resist the invasion. (There is a women’s
detachment in-.the Albapian army.) .. . e

The invasion was a personal tragedy for Zog. The end

found his Queen Geraldine and
the King had placed fond
in Florina, Greece, a few
The Crown Prince was

rof Albania’s Good Frida
their newborn son, in’ whom
hopes of a new Balkan dynasty,
miles across the Albanian frontier.
born Wednesday.

Two of Zog’s sisters arrived in Salonika, Greece. The
Queen and her baby reached Florina after a 160-mile auto-
mobile trip and were to proceed to Salonika tomorrow.

VIGOROUS RESISTANCE

Shortly before midnight Albania’s vigilantes and
gendarmes still were fighting the invaders—with un-
stemmed determination and some success.

Behind these rugged hillmen stood their women,
flamed and all but indomitable.

“There are 44,000,000 Italians against 1,000,000 Alban-
ians,” said Frasheri in impassioned tones in his broadcast.

“But there will be heroic resistance and when our men
are dead the Italians will have to face our women.”

Although details of the Albanian Monarch’s proposals
were not divulged, they were understood to contain speci-
fic terms for ending the war. Zog, it was reported, told
Mussolini he was ready to capitulate provided the country
be left a measure of independence with Zog remaining on
the throne.

Zog broadcast an appeal to his people to fight for Al
banian independence, but they did not need any exhorta-
tions. They could do little against Italian bombardments
which shattered their coastal cities, but they set to with
zﬁal and repeatedly pushed back Italian landing parties to
the sea.

in-

Heavy Bombardment

with a barrage from the sea and sky. San Giovanni was
heavily damaged and, with Valona, set afire.

The Italians won possession of at least three towns—
Durazzo, Santi Quaranta;-and-San Giovanni. (Rome said
Valona also was occupied.)

From Durazzo, the Italians advanced nearly 10 miles

ion that such a fight could not last long against| was

Italians pounded Durazzo and San Giovanni di Medual

INVADE ALBANIA

King Zog Seeks Peace As
His People Offer Stiff

Fascists

Hardy Albanian Tribesmen Fight| Hurls Fascist

Might Against
Tiny Kingdom

Italian Public Are
Mystified Regard-
ing Coup Staged By
Mussolini,

ROME, April B—(Buturdai')—An
official ~ Italian  news patch
from Tirana early today reported
widespread gunfire in the Albanian
Capital after King Zog and his
government had fled to Elbasan.
The dispatch said the shooting
especially intense in the vicin-
ity of the Ifalian legation.
talian minis and

The I ter his
staff and se 1 Italian r
of Tirana were in the legation

building, “armed and ready to de«
fend themselves,” said the report,
which was distributed to the of-
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imperial and Fascist Italy.”
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?lrdmenfts kS;‘ Alguuuan t,owln:n aad
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ed to
almost full surrender and the Al-
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miles to the south.
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( n Geraldine of Albania,
meanwhile arrived in Florina,

across a pro-
test from Great Britain that the
action might result in violation of
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France Views With Concern
Mediterranean Developments

By JOHN LLOYD Ton of Berlin dispatches that
o2 10N QD TR e i

had adhered to. the Itallan-Ger-
man-Japanese Anti-Comintern Pact

PARIS, April 7—(AP)—The Ital
fan invasion of Albania, coming on

and unconfirmed reports reaching
i Farty of “important troop move-
to?{sol the Itallan-German miltary ‘many.”
nlks ab I.nnsbxl-:.l;%k. hm viewed wit)
ne

ments Ger ¢
h | Official statements were lacking

concern in Government | here these reports.

quarters tomhht. ‘The fan Foreign Minister,
Foreign Office officials sald, how- | Grigore Gafencu, was expected in

ever, that for the time being at | Paris about April 26 after visiting

in London and other capitals to dis-

\enst, France was only indirectly
ouss the situation and Rumania’s

' ; !

(Canadian _ Press)
TORONTO, April 7—Minimum
and maximum temperatures.—
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Saint John
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FORECAST
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moderately cold with some light,

snow or rain.
High tide this afterncon at 1.10
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An&-lulhn Accord t0 retain to mccept a Spanish Nationalist| 12:11 p. m.
cﬂg quo in the M anean ment denial of rumors that |  Summerside tide 18  minutes
f would support, Bri- monnxu'xl‘{:n troops have 1:1% eélt‘ later than Oharlottetown.
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