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= Phe  Miltion Dio'lar Mystery” story
will ren. for twenty-tuc eonsccutive wezks
incthis geper. By an errangement with
; Thankouser Film company it has been
‘ﬁ,“_bm(ﬂ. n0b only to.read the story
G this: paper dut ulss to aee. it each iwoek
§ orious. moving picture  theaiers.
| Kor N, solwtion of this mystery story
- 16,060 il ne given by the Thanhouser
“ ¥l eorporacion, S

CONDITIONS GOVERNING THE
A CONTEXT,

T'he prize of $10,000 will be won by'the
mun, women, or chill who writes the most
. woceptable solution of the wystery, from
which the last two veels of mction picture
dramé will be mad: and the dast Iwe
chaplers of the atory written by Harold
MacGrath,

Sclutigns, may e sent to the Than-
lauser Film corporation at 5 South We-
baih avenue, Chicago 1., or Thanhouser
Film ' corporation, 71 Weast Twenty-third
aireet, New York City. N. Y., any time up
16 midnight, Jun. 14, 1915. T'his allows
aeveral ‘weeks after the last chapter has
Leen yullished.

4 'board _ef three sudges will determing
W hich of the many «olutions received s the
migt acceptable. 'I'he judges are 1o be
Uareld Mag(irath, Lloyd * Leonergun, -and
Miss Mae' Tinee. The judgment of this

... 310,600 FOR ONE HUNDRED WORDS

« Uoerd will be absolute and jinal. Nothing
of @ literary nature witl be considered in
tho decislup, nor givén any preference in
the selsbtion of the winner of the 310,000
price.  The st tico reels, which will give
the most acceptible solution to the mys-
tery, wiil” he presented in tha ‘theaters
having this feature ;s soom as i iz pog-
8:ble to produce the same. The story corre-
sponding to these mation pictures will ap-
1ear in the newspapers coincidentally, or
& 200n after the appearance of the pic-
tNres as practicadle. 1With the lest tico
veels wiil be shown the pictures of the win-
ner, his or her home, and other iuteresting
Jeatures, It vs understood that the news.
papers, so far gs pructicable, im priniing
the last two chapters of the story by Har-
old Mactivath, wiil also show o picture of
the successful contestint,

Solutions to the mystery must not te
mare than 100 waords long. Here are some
yhestions to be kept in mind in counection
with the mystery us an aid to a solution:

No.1--What becomes of the milliongire?

No,2--What beoomes of the ¥1,000,0008

No.8—Whem does Florence marry?

No. §—What  becomes of . the Russian
eouniess?

Nebody connected either directly or in-
wireetly with “ The Million Dollar Mys-
tery” will be considered as a contestant.

SYNOPSIS OF PREVIOUS CHAPTERS,

Staley Hargreave, mitilloanire, nfter a
mirkenlous pacape from the den’ of the
SREx of brillinat tlloyn Kuown us the
Miaek Hundred, lives the life of n re-
elase tor elghieen years. Hargreave ne-
eldentally meets Braiue, lender of the
Plack Hundred, Knowisg Braime will
¥y o' get him; ke'cscapes from his evwn
Moine by a balloou.  Refore escaping he
wiltes n letter to the giria® achool where
whght years begéro ke miysterioualy

Jokes, (ke Hargreave Lutler, and Nor.
0N, » newspaper aan,

Coucenled above the remdexzvaus of the
Black Huadred, & man learns of the re-
COvery of the box frem the sea by m
sullor and of ita subsequent return to
the Lottom of the aem; mnd he quickly
communicates the fuct to Jones, A dupli-
eate box .is planted snd Inter necured by
the band, but before fts contenis are ex-
amined the box mysteriously disappears,

Find i "

Tett. the' d tep hia baby d Y
“Florenée' Gray, That day Hargréave alae
dra 000,000 fromm the Mank, but it 1y
réparted that this dropped into the sea
when' the balloon Ne ecscaped In was
Phletyred. S et :

C Rivrence arrives from th sirle’ mchool.
Coultess Vlgs, Brajihe's e panion, vis.
its ber and claims her as a reintive. The
Black: Hundred then aee a méans of mak-
ing Fl R target for their la ek
They are after the $1,000,000, and Brajse,
thelr leader, seta  téaps for Florenee,
The Black Husdred ‘after a sumber’ of
Sttempts full, due te .the w!

k ted at every
tura, Eralne eudeavors to cumesh the
Hargreave household in the layy in order
¥o galu free ucéens to the house. The
timely discovery of the plét by Nortom
Seta the police at the heels of the pack
Ald resulis in a raid on the &8ng's ren-
deavous, ‘which, however, yroves te be
barren of results, ~

k Hundred begin to féar Nor-
ten and plam te dinpone of him. Again
the unnéticed Butler showa his hand by
reacufag Nortom and defeating Braine.

And still the golden tinted baak notes
repone tranquilly im their hiding place!

—————————————.
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: GHA:‘TER' XVIII.
iae. THE MASKED BALL.

HOUT this time—that is to say, about
o P9 ltinie tle Blick Hundred was

stretehing out ‘irs’  powerfal secret
prins foward Norton—{here asrived n
New York City a perdonage. This ‘Peraon-
ugd v the Puincoss Phrlova, a fabuloudly
viek Polisk-Russinn, e Jéased’ s fine hotine
near Central park €id set abont’ to conijsier
rocial Neww York. “This was not. very difm-
cilt, "fpi lidr ‘title was vérfectly xelﬁ)‘ilie and
slie moved in the most exclugive ﬂiplomnic
circles in * Europe, which, ax evervhody
knows, is the most brilliant in. the world,
“Wheu ‘the uew hanie was completely deco-
rated she guve yu elborate dinuer, ‘aud that
ATITRCTEd the . newsjiapers, They began' to
telk about her highuess, printed jortraits of
ker, wnd deyoted n page. ocexsionally in. the
!‘um}'ay" editions, ' 8he became something ot
A rages Que nornfng it was ‘aunounded that
the Princess Parlova would give a ndsked
Yall _w' f rh'a(all}' open het home o society:
and it wh, iﬁi! notice ‘that first brought' the
Princéss Parloyi under Braine's eves, ‘Ha
was atvthe Perigoff apaTtment at the tinde,

“Well,y well! . he bused alond,

“ What is 1t?" asked Olga, taraipg away
from’ the piauo and ending oune p¢ Cliopin's
sikzirkas brokenly. § s

“Here s flie, Princess Taridva in town,”

[

. thing, | Olga;’ & - ri‘}l
with: vist estates in. Polaad’ with
which the ' kréedy ‘Slav. tiext ‘door hias been
very gentlel” f % ) ’
“ L himyéti't paidmuel: attention—to the
socin] fiewk lately, '/ What kbodt Lier?
] Eiting-a masked ball co formally
botse onthe west “side.) - And’ it
KOiig to cost a pretty péhuy.” :
“ Wel, y‘gu"re Dot tgmﬁk me’ this to make
i ot £0" Kuow “thie princess,” said Olk,
it I'm going to. give you a letier

ttion to’ her highness.”. -

A&l yon " are (o}ﬁg" to ask ber to in¥ite
twb, prticular ¢ etids of yours 1o this 'woil-

R0 Y A P e ! s
dertHpbal of Ner.” 3

“ Liidead,” - frouically,
‘VQI‘) "' g . L L ¥
“Wasier 'than you tuink, my, child." .
*“Euwitl not have yon: call e ‘childf®

“THat - wou nds’all

A7 Wﬂ’,—':““‘.ﬁ Olga.” < ik

[ “ITURES becter,
$ér, than <1 ‘think 2" P i,
* 8imply thils, the Princess Patlova is an
oAth, byund’ meémber, but hs uot been active
for yaars.” ] W y
“OBal™ | Olga was’ Il aniiation now.
“Goon!” . Vi A 4 ‘
* You. will go to her with'a Tetter of in.
troduction—no!  Better thin that, ‘you wiil

Now, ‘héw will'it be e@x.l-

ke s fornidl oall snd’ ¥how her. this 'ring.

You ‘know the ring,” fe sail, Pssiog the
thlidminn to tlie ‘coubtess. Slow (s to her
aid she Wil 'b’bqu ‘you in isi‘orp-l!:inxx..‘ She
vl liave fo ajternative” i

“ Yery govd/!, replied ;Olgr, “&ud then
the progrant | |
eice 4nd tit fool o & reporter to this Ball,
hen what3* - 0

Bﬁ;ﬁ"qpﬂﬁllﬂc: bt

At e

to insist tha* she iovite Flor,’

ets.  Time' after time I've had everything
“ just where'I wanted it, and then—poof! It's
pn're bald: luck on their side, but sooner or
]at«r‘th‘e wheel will turn, Aud any chance
that offers 1 am bound to accept. Some-
low or other we may be ahle to trap Flor-
ence and Norton, I want both of ‘them. If

I can get ‘them lunkly AWRY Jones will be
forced to.draw in Hargreave.” "

. «*T8. there such A man? "

“You saw him that night at the restaur-
ant.” ¢

“I have often thought that perbaps 1 just
drenmed it.” She turned again to the piano
#ud begau humming idly.

‘I 8top. that and listen to me,” said Braine,
upt ‘in quite the Lest of temripers.  ‘‘I'm in
4o mood for ‘whims." b

* Musle dves not soothe your soul, then? "
cynically, .

“If 1 had one it might, " You will call
on the Princess Parlova tomorrow - after-
noon, It depends upon You what my plans

will' be. 1 think you'll lave little trouble
in getting into the presence of her high-
ness, and ouce there she will not 'be able
to resist you.” ° \ i

“T go.”

And go she did. The footman in green
livery hesitated for a oment, but the title
on thie visiting card was quite sufficient, He
hiowed thé countess into the reception room
and. went in search of his distiuguished tnis-
trésy. e 2 !

The | Princess Patlova was a handsome
womdn ' verging ‘upon m!ddle‘uze. Ble was
a patrician; Olga’s keen eye discoried that
inhtﬁnt]y. She came into ‘the recqption
room  with that - diguified serenity  which
j‘oglgl haye impressed “any one K genuire,
She lield the card in Lier fingers and smiled
inquiringly (mﬂ'\rd ‘her guest,

41 contess,” she ‘hegan, “that 1 recall
néither your: face nor younr ‘name, ' I am
sorry.  Where lave I had the Homor  of
meeting. you Lefore? "

“You havé. néver met me before, | your
hightees,” aoswered Olga  sweetly,

“Yon come on a vinurit_\' errand,’ then ?”

* Fhat depends, yonr highuess, “ Will ‘you
be' 80 giud am to glance: at thig s
l,nkg'd, hnldin; out ler palm upon which: the
talisinan lay.”. ;

The Uriaceds shrahk back, paling,

“ Where did you ‘get thuat?" she panted.

“From’the Lewd,” was. the Angwer,

Al you have followed me from Rus-
$iR2" whispered  the princess, her  terror
growing, ¥

0, 0o, - The Blaek Huntdvel isias strong-
Iy ofganized here nw in St Petersburg. But
we always keep track of (e old mewhers,
especially when' theg stand ko high in the
world a8 yourself.”

“But I was decelved and betrayed!” ex-
claimed: the princess. * They urged mie to
Jolm On the ' ground that- tlte -organization
Waq to attempt to bring. ahout the. freedom
of Polaud.” BF AdB R o

Olga shrugged. “ Yuu were rich, highness.
The Black Hbudred ueeded money."

“Aud you wueed. it gow?” engerly, be-
leving' that she saw a loopliole, . “ Tldw
auch? 0, 1 will give a lintndied thousand

tubles’ on your' proutise to leave me nlope,

Tell. el ™ §i

“1 am sorry, your highteéss, bit I Lave
fo. duthority to accept sueh ‘an offer. In.
deéd; wiy errind is far from being e
th m&k‘;_ﬂuﬁ@ﬁ,’i deites Iy

Lh

BY

which you are soon
uot cause you any
niterfere with youe
way  whatever,

Vitativns to this ball
to give  That should
alarm,  We shall not
sojourn in America in any
;;rovi«h-d these invitations are issued.” .
“You would rob my guesis?” horrided,
“Positively no! Here is a list of four
uames. loyite them; that is all you faye
to do. Not &0 1uch as a silver spoon will
be found missing. This is on my word of

PRINCESS PARLOVA .
ATTIRED FOR THE
MASKED RALL,

honor, and T never break that word, if you
please,””

“Give me the list,” said the princess,
wearily.. “\Who gave you that ring?’

* The head.”

“In Rugsin?"

* No; here in America,”
her handbag and produced a slip of paper.
This she handel (o the princess. ** Here
is the list, highness.”

“ Who is Florence Hargreave?”

A friend of mine,” evasively.

“Does she belong to the organization? '

“ No,”

“ Then ‘,\'ou have some ulterior pnrpose
in having me invite hery "

“1 have,” answered Olga sharply; * bat
that does not concern your highness in the
least,” i

The princess bit her lips. “71 see your
name here also; a man named Braine wod
anothier, Norton,”

“Say at once that you do not care to
execute the wishes—the commands—-<of the
order,” gaid Olga coldly,

Olga dipped into

“1 will do as you wish. And T beg you
now to‘excuse me. But if auything happens
to any of my personal friondg—--'"

*Well 2 haughtily from Olga.

“Well, T will put the matter in the hands
of the poliec,”

“ But. so long ag your personul feends ars
not concerued?

“1 ‘shall then of necessity remain denf
and blind, 1t is one of (he pennlties I must
pay for my folly, 1 wish you good-day."”
TANT Talvo. koo murmured
Olga under her Lreath as she rose and started
for the hallway,

Thus it was that when Norton went to
the ofice the next afternoon he fouud a
broad white enveloye on his desk. Indiffer-
ently he opened the same and his cyes bulged,
“ DPrincess’ Pavlova requests” and so forth
and so o, Then Le shrugged. The cliet
chad pralably asked for the invitation and
he wonlil huve to “vrite up the doings, a
phase  of ‘reportorial work eminently  dig-
tasteful'to him. He went up to the city desk.

“Can't yon fivid some one else to do this
stuff?” Le growled to tle city editor,

The city aditor glanced at the card and
crested (‘uveibpe. “Good Lord, man! No-
body in this office had anything to do with
that, - *What Tuck! Onr Miss Hayes tried
ali manuer of schemes, but was ribuflfdl on
all sides,  How the deuce did your chiane
to get one?” !

* Search me,” said the bewildered  Nor-
ton, ¢

“It 1 were you I'd sit tight and take it
all in,” advisad the cditor, * I's going to be
the biggest spiarge of its kind we've had
In gears, ‘We've leen working every wire
we know to get Miss Hayes inside, but it was
no go. This peiocess is not onto the . gama

Zood  riddanee,”

HAROLD

“careful mot th acquaiht wny one

Yot In this country you get fato society or
you don't through (he Stndays,” 1
* Hunged it 1 know whe wished this thing
on' e, g
ke it philosophieally,” 'said the editor
eallys  * Plie prindess wou't bite you.
Ske aay even liave seln . your picture-—-""
Y Get out!"”  grunibled Norton, turning
nwar, | §
He woild go out aud see Fiorence, On

the way out to Riverdale he came to tho
conelfision. that the list of the princess fell
short and some friend of i who was help-
ing the wotin out suggested Lis i, [t
was the ouly way he codld aceount for it.

But when he learned that Florenee liad an
invitation exactly like his own aud  that
she received it that morniig hoe becatné sus-
picions,

“‘Joncs, what do you think
questioned, B

“ I think it was very kind of the Couptecs
Perigofl “suggesting _vunr"n:1',|m"‘:rn’ﬂ thint of
Florence,” said the butler urbanely,

“Olgh 2" eried Tlorcice, dlu:zir’]!r‘)il!lm"_\‘.

YTt is the only logical dedaction 1 ean
make,” declared  Jones, “They are both
practically Russians,' ”

“And what would you advise?" asked
Norton. A

“Why, ‘go and enjoy (goRrielvos.  Tope.
waraed ig forearmed, 'l‘!]«: thing i, he vory
with tle
character of your Qisguise, lecst of #1l the
Counfess Perigoff, Besiles,” Jones aided

of i:;!" he

suiiling, " perbaps I' may 2o 6.ysele

Cthe Rite-

"Goody! I've read about masked balls and
have always been crazy to go to one,” said
Florencenwith eazeriess.

* Suppose: we go at once and pick out some
costumes? " suggested Norton,

*Just as soon as 1. can got my hat om,”

replied Florence, happy as a lark.

* But mind,” warned Jores; * be sure that
you see the costumer alone and that vy one
else is about.”

“ I'i} take particular car,” agreed Norton.
* We've got to do some hustling to find soine-
thing suitable, For a big afair like\ this the
town wiil be ransucked. Al aboard ! There's
room for two in that car of wine: and we
cau have w spin besides. Hang work!"

Florence laughed, and even Joues vermitted
a smile Cwhich was not grim this time) to
stir his lips.

A lappy person is gemerslly unobservant.
Two Lappy persons together are totally un-
observant of what passes around them. In
terms this lack is c#led. loye. And
beinz frankly in love with each other, neither
Norion nor Florénce observed that a taxicab
fol'owed thim into town.  Jones, not being in
love. was Keenly observant: but the taxicab
took up the trail two blocks away, so the
matter wholly eseaped Jones' eye.

plainer

The two weat into several costuiners’, but
could rot Hind  what ihey ‘wanted. They
eventually discovered a shop on a side street
thiet had been overlooked by those invited to
They bhrd a merry time
romngivg  among  the camphory . smelling
boxes.. There were dominoes of all colors.
wud At length they agreed upon two modest
ones that were evenly matched in color and

. Florence ordered them . to be  sent
Then the two of them sallied up to
Carleten and had tea.

The mian from the taxicab entered the cog-
timer's, displayed a detective's shield and de-
manded that the proprietor show him the cos-
tumes selected by the two young people wlo
had just left.

"1 want u pair exactly like these!” said the
detective.  * How much %"

“Two dollars e¢ach, vental; 'seven
if you wish to buy them.”

ST buy them”

The detective paid the. bill, rodded curtly,
and returned to his tasicab.

* Now, 1 niused - the « costumer,
whnt the innocent  Jooking
He never found

the ruasquerade,

Loie.

The man oheyed wonderingly.

apiece

wonder,”

aickens  those
Young people are up to?"
ont.

Ou the night' of the ball Norton dined with
and for ounve in
his life he experionced that petty disturbance
af collective thought called embarrassmert,
To talk over war plans with Jonés was one
thiug, but to have Joues serve soup was alto-
Zether another. Al through dinner Jones re
ulied to questions with no more and no less
than “ Yes, sir,” and “ No, sir.” Norton was

Flovetiee for the first time

; - F

YT WAS Tﬁ%ﬁ&ro A R
ROOM AND MADE PRISONER.
beginning to learn that this strange man counld
put on a dozen kinds of armor aud always res
tain - his individua'ity.  And tonight there
seemed something vaguely familiay about ‘the
fwpassave face of the butler, as if he had
Keen it somewhere in the past but could not
tell when or where, As he and Florence wers
leaving for the automaobile which was to take
them to the princess’, the truth came home
to bim with the shock of a douche of ive cold
water,  Under  his  breath he wurmured:
“You're 0 wonderful man, Jones : aud T take
my hat off to you with the deepest admira-
tion,  Hang me!”

“What are you mumbling about? " agked
the Lappy girl at his side,

“Was I mumbling? Pethapy I wag going
over my catechism. 1 haven's been out in so-
ciety in so long that I've forgottén how : to

"1 believe that, We've been - in here for
five minntes and you haven't to'd mv that you
love me.” ’

* Good heavens!” And  his arms - went
Around her so tightly that she Legged for quars
ter, : i

URES AT THE PEOPLE'S THE

‘Strect . wherethe -eab whick, had

“How stromg you are!™ : !
The splendor’ of the, rooms, .he dazali
the kaletdoscopie .colors, . the

perfutie of the banked flawers, 434 the musje
ull combined to put, Florence Inte;a; pleass
urable kind of trance,  And it was only, whan
the first waltz began that s
self and surrendered to the arma of
she Joved, ; e Y

Ava they were waltzing. over 'q.,: volcano.
Sk2 kuew and he knew it,  From what dirs-
tion would the blow come?  Well, they. were
prepared for all manper of tricks. . UM

I un aleove off the ballraom sat: Braing'
and Olga, both dressed exactly like : Nortom.
and Florence. Another man aund’ woman -
tered: presently and Braine spoke . to  thyn
for a mowment, as it giving instructions, which
was indeed the cawe. Pk

The. band crashed into amother dance, and
the masqueraders began swirling bither..aud
thither and yon, A gay cavalier suddenly -
stopped in front of Florence. Sk

** Enchantress, may I have the Pleasure of
this dance?” S P

Jim  touched Florence's hand, But. she
turned laughingly toward the stranger, What
difference did it make? The man would never
know who she was nor would she know him,
It was a lark, that was all; and despite Jim'n
warniog touch she was up and away like the
mischievous sprite that she was, = Jim ‘res
mained in his chair, twistiog his fingers and
wondering . whether to laogh or grow, angry,:
After all, he could not blame Ler. To bim an
affair like this was an ancient story ; ‘to bep
it ' was the door of fairyland swung open. Tt
her enjoy herself.

Florence was naving a splendid time.  Hep
partner was asking all sorts of Questions and
she was replying in kind, when out of. the
crowd came Norton (as:sbe supposed), wha
touched  her arm.’ The  cavalier stopped,
bowed, and mdde off. A iy

Norton whispered: “TI have made an im.
portant discovery. We must be off at once,
Come with me.” ;

Florence, without 'the Jeast suspicion in. the
world, followed him up the broad staircase,
What with the many sounds it was not to be
wondered at that the difference in the quality
of voices did not strike Florence’s ear as odd.
The result of her confidence was that upon
reaching the upper halls, opposite the dress-
ing rooms, she was suddenly thrust futo s
room and made prisoner. \When the light was
turned up she recognized with hopror’ the
woman who had helped to kidnap ber and
take her away on the George Washington
weeks ago.  She conld not have cried out for
help if she had tried. g Lib

Meantime Jim got up and began to waan.
der about iu search of Florence. i

Braine played a clever game that night. Ile
and the Russian, stil] dominoed like Norton
and Florence, ordered the Hargreave nuto, by
number, entered it and were driten up to the
norte. cochere of the Hargreave hause. The
two alighted, the chauffeur sent the ear to
ward the garage, and Braine and his com-
penon ran lightly down the path to the
followed
picked  them up. Y v

It grew more and more evident to Jim that
something untoward  had taken, place.  He
could mot find Florence atnywhere, in the al-
coves, in the side rooms, the suppeér or card
room. Later, te his utter amazewent, he was
informed that the Hargreave suto had somes
time since: been called and jts owner taken
home.  Rome one had taken his place!

His  first sensation Was impotent fury
agaiust Jomes, who Had permitted them te
play with fire. He flung out of the mansion
\Inceremoniously, commandeered A cab, jand
flew out }ww.le. Aud, when Jones cathe
to the doo Wias staggering with sleep. .

** What's the matter with you?" demandéd
Jim roughly. “ Where's Florence? " .

“Isn’t she with you?" cried sones, making
an effort to dispel, the: drowsivess. * What
time ig ity " suddenly. X =%

* Midnight! Where is she?” &

“ Midnight? 1I've been drugged!” Withoug
8 word Jones staggered off to the kitcheas,
Jim at hig Leels, |, ! .

There was ‘always hot water, and within
five minutes Jones had drunk two cups of
Taw strong ‘coffee,

“Drugged ! he murmured. . * Some one in
the house! T'll attend to that later, Now,
the ('Imulfe.ur! )

But the chauffeur swore on his oath that he
had left Jim and Florence on the steps of the
porte cochere,

" Get in!" said Jones to Norton, now fully
alive. He could not gat it out of his head
that some one in the house had /druggéd him.

The events which followed  were to both
Jones and Norton something, like . sories of
nightuwires. 1In the new I.-omé of the Princess
Parlova a' bomb exploded ‘and fire followad
the explosion.  From Dleasurs o térror s
anly & step.. The wilde'-t-conlulloq;‘;h‘llll-
Inable ensued,  Most of the. guests’ were of
ilie opinion that some anarchist had ltﬁﬁfzg
to blow up the house of the rich Pole.  Joaw
and Norgc)_u arrived just as the smoke
to pour out from the windows. A crowd
already colléctéd. i .

Then Jim' overheard a /' woman masq
say: “The fool made, the bomb, too trous.
She is in the room on' the second. floor. The
game Is up if she suffocates——"  The, voies
tralied off aud the woman became lost n_the
crowd. But it was engugh, for tho, reporter,
Who pushed bis way roughly through the ex-
cited mosqueraders and | entéred the Louse.
The rescue was one of the | nost ‘exeiting to be
found in the uewspaper files of the' :
- So Braine in hiy effort .tbrd‘qﬁ'

fram the houde hAQ overreached

o
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