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Washington
Spotlight

BY OLYDE BLACKBURN

WASHINGTON, Dec, 14—(CP)—
The need for friendly, generous,
understanding thinking on British
problems by the American people
was seldom greater than when
the announcement was made that
ents had been completed
for a $4,400,000,000 loan to Britain
sul to Congressional approveal.
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had been reached and stating the
general terms,

American correspondents gritted
their teeth in rage but stuck by
their restrictions as to release of
the story and their papers used
only London dispatches announc-
ing end of the long negotiations,
As a matter of fact the only| in;
breach was to say that the loan
agreement had been reached.
Every reporter who cared to had
already been able to report ac-
curately that agreement was im-
minent and to give almost the ex-
act details,

Nevertheless  there has been
much said and written about the
alleged BBC breach and that,
coupled with past events, adds to
the ammunition of those out to
defeat the loan in Congress,

As if that were not enough, a-
bout the same time the loan was
announced the  chairman of the
British Labor Party, Prof, Harold

J. Laski, in a New York address,
declared’ in essence that the A~
merican way of life was leading

the people straight to serfdom.

Anti-British Congressmen and
writers seized upon both these in-
cldents, along with the conflicting
reports of British imperialism in
Iran and Indonesia, as arguments
against the proposed loan, and it
is certain of a stormy passage
through Congress, That it will be
approved eventually, however, no
one seems to seriously doubt,

Canada is well-represented in
Washington by its Embassy and
information service but casual in-
reporter’s
telephone number when seeking
information, The queries run all
the way from information on how
to get Prince Edward Island blue-
be:sries to the avallability of Can-
adian caviar; the possibility of
getting into the Canadian irregu~
lar army and what is the = best
Canadian newspaper,

The prize Query came from a

New Effort

To Halt

Strike 'In Australia

T—

° By ILLIAM STEWART |
SYDNEY Australia, Dec, 1
(CP Cable)—With Australla facing
its most dismal Christmas in re-
cent times, three Labor Ministers
sat down at a conference table in
Melbourne today in a new effort
to solve far reaching strikes which
have already thrown more tham
,000 workers into jdleness.

The strikes involve only 36,000
men in the steel industry, where
the trouble started in September,
the coal mines and the merchant
marine but shortages of fuel have
closed’ down many other indust-
ries, have bitten deep into public
utilities, rail service and the do-
mestic life of the people. From
New South Wales wkere the strik-
es began, the effects have swept
through  the island continent,
touching each stale and moving
across Bass Strait to the island
state of Tasmania.

Even New Zealand, 1,200 miles
away across the Tasman Sea, may
be seriously hit because it de-
pends on Australia for many types
As the strike became more ser-
ious, Prime Minister Chifley Le-

of goods,
gan a series of conferences in
Canberra, the national capital,

with union and management offi-
clals, These meetings ended un-

come as a result of the strike that
Canberra is a tually-. blacked-
out city, Mr. Chifley was reported
working -by lamp-light,

Works Minister John J. Cahil
of New South Wales sounded an
alarming . note - today. when he
warned that there will be neither
gas nor electricity at Christmas
unless coal is obtained in the
meantime,

Robert G, Menzles, Federal Op-
position Leader and forme: Prime
Minister, today declared in Can-
berra that the Governmentshould
order the strikers to return to
work and that legal action should

be taken against the ‘chief
wreckers” if the order was dis-
obeyed.

The strikes have brought about
an unprecedente® restriction of
common necessities in New South
Wales, reducing living conditions
to a level which may go below
that of Europeans during the wuar,

With home cooking cut to one
meal a day, electric lighting in
homes banned after 9 p.m, and a
black-out of all major cities in
prospect because of the lack of
coal and electric power, the dead-
lock has taken on a much more
serious note than at first.

If public transportation and
lighting systems exhaust coal sip-

successfully yesterday.
So severe has the situation be-

plies altogether, what will happen
is anybody’s guess,

Buster

Politicians Kept

During 1945

By D'Arcy O’Donnell
Canadian Press Staff Writer

OTTAWA, Dec. 14 — (CP) Ad-
ministration of the affairs of the
country kept Canadian legislators
busier during 1046 than in prac-
tically any other of the war years,
mainly because of the problems
arising out of the end of the war
and thae need for orderly recon.
version.

Early in the year a pre-election
session was called to approve of
the sending of a delegation to
the United Nations security con-
ference in San Francisco. Suffi-
cient money was voted to carry
on_the administration until the
end of August.

This done Parliament was dis.
solved April 17 and preparations
made for a general election June
11, with Prime Minister MacKen-

King reshuffling his cabinet

filling 18 senate vacancies
before polling day.

When results of the election
became known definitely with the
counting_ of the service vote June
19, the Liberal party was back
in power with 126 seats, compared
with its previous strength of close
to 17 Progressive Conservatives

increased the representation
theirs from 10 to 28 and the
{from to 66, the C.C.F.

Social Credit Party from 10 to 13.
Prime Minisser MacKenzie King
was defeated in his Saskatchewan
riding of Prince Albert but later
easily won a by-election in the
Ontario constituency of Glengar-
ty. Gen. McNaughton, defeated
in a February by-election in Grey
North, was defeated again and
resigned as defence minister. He
was appointed co-chairman of the
Canadian United States perman.
ent joint defence board
Revenue  Minister MacLaren,
brought into the cabinet in the
pre-election shuffle, also nv:;as de-

feated. He
named Ueufenanb-gwemor of
New Brunswick

King named Navy Minister
Abbott to take over the defence
portfolio with that of naval ser-
vices. War Services Minister Mec-
g:nn was named revenue minis.

Dominion- Provincial Parley

The Prime Minister's next big
task was presiding at the prelim-
inary Dominion-provincial con-
ference. The premiers from all
nine provinces gathered with Mr,
King at the conference table and
expressed their agreement that
some changes must be made in.
the constit,utlomzl rlght.s of - the
provinces and the Dominion.

The government sought the
right to retain the income and
corporation tax flelds, taken over
from the provinces during the
war. In return the federal gov-
ernment would pay a large pro.
portion of the cost of a national
health insurance scheme. na-
lonal old age pension plan unde
which everyone over 70 would
$30 a month regardless of means
vg_n proposed by the federal gov-
€ ment

‘The provincial premlers sl;udled
he proposals and drew -
er proposals for presentation t
later my
While the study was going on,

. King called Parliament and

m to_choose a deslgn for
ve Canadian flag and

mulatlm was that the
nadian Red Ensign, with the
on Jack in the upper left hand
ner and the coat of arm in
e fly, likely would be chosen,

ssibly  with minor alterations.
A bill to give Cana the
legal right to call themselves
pan citizens was introduc

pd later the governmen
-1ounced it did not mtend Jo pro-
beed  with the

Mr. Bracken set up a cabinet
within  the party and  selected
men . to criticize legislation the

governmant brought down. This
lightened his burdens as leader
Parliament and Canadians in
general welcomed the appoint-
ment of Sir Harold Alexander,
Supreme Allied commander in
the Meriterranean area as gover-
nor.general  t60 succeed the Earl
of Athlone, retiring after a five-

year term.

Besides going to the polls in
the federal general election the
people of Ontario, Manitoba, Nova
Scotla and British Columbia voted
in vrovincial elections and re-
turned to power the administra-
tlons that had held the reins at
dissolution .

Premier George Drew's Pro-
gressive Conservative party scor.
ed a sweeping victory in Ontario

and the Liberals under Hon
Angus MacDonald won all but
two seats in Nova Scotia. Coali-

tion governments were returned
in Maniteba and British Columbia,

Capital Closeups

BY JACK BRAYLEY

OTDAWA, Dec. 15—(C P)—If
the House concludes its business
this weekend many concede it
will be largely because of the
activities of that rough tough
Liberal ginger 'group known as
“Little Chicago.”

They occupy a block of five
rows of Government  benches
farthest from Mr. Speaker and
they acknowledge _good-humored
Jean T. Richard, Liberal mem-
ber for Ottawa East, as their

ringleader.

This of young  back-
benchers have led the division
singing, have shouted order to
curb long-winded questions have
banged their desks loudest in ap-
proval of any sign of efficiency
in Drocedure. have called | time
when anybody started to trespass
beyond the 40-minute limit, have
been noisiest In demands for ap-
proval of the increase in parlia-
mentary indemnity and have pro-

vided some of the wittiest and
sharpest heckling “eard in  the
House in years.

ey have created barn-yard
cries for appropriate  occasions
ahd have a way of letting the
lips of their desks bang. em-
ppatically when they disapprove

anytaing .
They feel the greatest recognit-
i¢n of their value and power came
]ls week during the Social Cred-
fillbuster on the Bretton Woods
agreement. Irked at what they
ﬂec!ared were repetitious argu-
ent from the monetary reform-

rs opposite, they heckled and in-
errupted at the beginning of the
purth day of the debate. They re-
mained in their seats and shouted
arbs at the Social Crediters when
he Monday sitting adjourned for
unch,

Finally on Tuesday thelr har-
ﬁded quarry Sent across an emis-
hary whno -assured them if they
yould be quiet for an hour his

rty would be ready to let the
ontentious bill go to the com-

ittee. Little Chicago  held a
urred “caucus” and remained
"Iti significant ”  smiled Mr
Rlchaul and

! Crediters
Isem thelr 'emissary to us and not
to the Cabinet front benches ”
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Peggy is not at all' pscterbed by
the prospect of the A oem-
petent actress, in her opinion will
tackle anything,

“The “Forever Amber” script, at
last report, was having a har
time negotiating the shoals of ron¥
sorship, Some think it will uitl:
mately founder, however much the
scenarists lighten its sinful cargo.
If this happens, the scréen may
get a sterila rewrite, or the whole
thing ‘may be shelved, i

LONG ms’rmon ROMANCE '
LONDON  — (oP) — A couﬁ-

LLYWOOD ROLE

HOLLYWOOD, Dec, 12 —(CP)—
Tt's _another of Hollywood's !little
incongruities that a girl who looks
llke Alice in Wonderland is a lead-
ing nominee for the role of Amber
in “Forever Amber.”

‘The girl is Peggy Cummins, a
very. earnest little Irish actress who
%aced Alice on the London stage.

er hair is long and blonde, her
eyes are dusky violet, There is an
;:ﬂn quality about her small, pale

That doesn’t sound like the A:ne
thleen Winsor wrote |

Yet Twentleth Century-Fox of-
ficials say definitely that Peggy is
:(l’r;:o v:ronltl':ietre)c‘l for the role;

a r present screen
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