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The B.N.A. Act

During the war an amendment Wwas niaa?
to the British North America Act, and it was
made so swiftly as to open the eyes of many
to how precarious are the guarantees that the
Act provides. It also suggested the need f{dr
considering the \ct, not indeed as rigid and
unalterable, but as something whose alteration
should require a greater degree of consulta-
tion with the provinces whose whole position
depends upon it. .

The point is not whether any proposed
amendment is drastic or slight, desirable or un-
fortunate, says the Montreal Gasctte, but that
the procedure in every case of change should
be such as to prevent any Federal government
from so acting as to impair the position and
rights which the provinces possess.

The issue has recently been raised by the
decision of the Federal Government to redis-
tribute the electokal seats in Canada more near-
ly in accordance with the shifts that have taken
place in population. On this matter Premier
Duplessis of Quebec has sent a protest to Rt.
Hon. Louis St. Laurent, Minister of Justice.

It is important to note that the point of
Premier Duplessis’ protest is not the redistri-
bution of seats itself, by which Quebec is cer-
tain to gain the most. It is a protest against
the right of the Federal authority to alter the
British North America Act when and how
it sees fit, without consultation with the prov-
inces whose position may be greatly changed
by the amendments in question. The fact that
in this particular case Quebec would be the gain-
er by the amendment isgof less importance than
the possibility that on another occasion it might
find its position seriously impaired.

It is true that there has been a very long
and involved legal controversy as to just what
constitutes the Canadian federation. Omne group

would not be the most desirable thing but it
didn't prove unworkable before,” Mr. Duples-
sis’ ‘autonomy’ would be preserved, Any prov-
inces which are in financial straits would be
relieved. Those which do not need it wouldn't
have it imposed on them. ~Ontario and Que-
bec members would hardly have any difficulty
in approving a plan whose acceptance is made
optional with the governments of their prov-
inces.”

Shorn Shearing  Sheep

This is how it happened, according to Mr.
Patrick H. Ashby, M.P. for Edmonton Iast,
as reported in the House of Commons:
“When I started out in sheep 1 was ad-
vised by agricultural experts not to start with
pure-breds but to buy a few good range ewes.
When it came to shearing time I did have some
difficulty. 1 started forth with a hired man. I
remember that 1 was nearly played out catch-
ing the first one, but I finally got it on its back.
Then I found out I was faced with a worse job
than ever before because there were four sharp
feet flying around in all directions. However,
I finally managed to get it up on its rump and
started in to shear.

“I had no sooner got the wool off one side,”
he continued, “than the sheep managed to run
its front feet up under my shirt and ripped “it
off my back. My little boy was jumping up
and down and shouting, ‘You are winning
daddy? 1 got the other side off. 1 was just
about to finish cutting the last little lock off the
end of its tail when it got both feet up the
legs of my pants. The sheep staggered off
minus its coat while I sat on the ground minus
my pants. The hired man called it a draw.”

— EDITORIAL NOTES —=
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Dominion Day, the next public holiday, is
not a half-and-half as was yesterday’s, but a
well-established and recognized event.

x k x x

Fires are no respecters of persons oOr
buildings, but it is noticeable that hotels and
churches, where people are most likely to con-
gregate, are frequently the scenes of out
breaks.

* % % %

The Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Is-
land Highlanders are all now safely home, the
3rd Battalion, “the caretakers” having arrived
Saturday. The Battalion has a glorious rec-
ord overseas, in the front line practically since
“D” Day.

Threats of revolution should be sternly
dealt with by the powers-that-be. Unfortun-
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holds the opinion that at Confederation the
original provinces actually surrendered their
independence in order to create a power greater
than themselves. The other group contends
that the essential basis and spirit of the Com-
federation agreement was an intimate alliance,
rather than the submergence of local autonomy.

Without entering into the details of this
involved controversy, it would seem, for all
practical political purposes, that the provinces
cannot be expected to regard themselves simply
as the creatures of the Federal authority, to be
made or unmade as the Federal authoriy may
decide. In particular, the Province of Que-
bec, with its essentially distinct religious and
racial character, must regard the integrity of
the British North America Act as the only
ground and protection of its position.

The claim of the  Dominion Government
that it may alter that Act at its own discretion,
opens the way to the possibility that the pres-
ent, or some subsequent Federal government
may widen its own powers and decrease those
of the provinces if it wishes, or believe that
such a reallocation of authority is in its own
or the country’s interest. Putting the legal coh-
troversy apart—and the legal claims of the
Feglcralists are by no means conceded—such a
claim, carried into practice, would undermine
the confidence and unity of the country.

)
Conference Aftermath

One result of the failure of the Dominion-
Provincial Conference, predicts the Monetary
Times, will be that most of the provinceé,
perhaps all, will be driven back into the field
of duplicate taxation, not necessarily confined
to the ordinary income tax. The Prairie Prov-
inces, more or less, and the Maritimes, have no
great wealth to tax if they wanted to. It is
 Clearly hinted that they may tax corporate earn-
“ings before they leave the province in the oase
of outside corporations or companies.

Already, there is clamor for an agree-
ment between the Dominion government and
the several provincial governiments willing to
sign.  Something of that sort is not ruled out,
but the Dominion, in the Times’ opinion, will

. never make an offer to one province which is
‘ot available to all.

 eoncluded with the seven provinces. They
would need parliamentary sanction, If Ontario
and Quebec were not_included, what would

- happen when two-thirds of the members of the
' House of Commons come from these two prov-

_inces? Such a scheme would need to. be aband-

oned if, indeed, it were ever projected.

" [ But another prospect: which is suggested is

.be excluded. It may come about. Hist-
‘ tepeat itself. It may be recalled that,
Hepbiirn engincered the breakdown of

ference, there were repercussions.

which soon followed, the Finance

ich | Budapeést—she was, the sole surviving member

Suppose agreements were

| M. P, that she sold the
| their wrecked house in Buda for ten pounds of
| goose fat. A Civil Servant, n

ately, at this particularly critical time we have
1o Government head in whom the people have
much confidence, the Prime Minister being
overseas, and his deputy, one in whom the
Provinces did not pin much faith during the
recent conference.
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The Poet Laureate in a brief poem ad-
dressed to the Queen describes Her Gracious
Majesty as the lady “who made all Britain's
birds to sing.” He could have included the
Empire's and Commonwealth’s as well.
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John Constable, English artist, born this
date 1776; commenced life as a miller, and ex-
hibited his first picture in the Academy in
1802 ; he became one of England’s greatest and
most individual landscape artists; among his
most famous works are Flatford Mill, The
{:;aping Horse, The Cornficld, and The Holy

ain.

* % % ®

For today’s foreign-bound tourists in the
United States, Canada is the prime Mecca; the
Dominion offers one unique advantage—it is
easy to reach, says Business' Week. In Can-
ada, 9o per cent of the visitors come by auto.
Last year no less than 17,000,000 Americans
crossed the border northward. This year, 25,-
000,000, more than twice Canada’s population,
are expected. Many of these are week-end vis-
itors from northern cities but they left behind
$160,000,000 in Canada last year and will spend
an all-time high in 1946,
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In one way World War II has benefited
British industry as regards fire extinguishers.
Foam extinguishers have been in use for many
years, but the raw materials used in this method
had the disadvantage of being expensive and
they had to be imported from abroad. The
foam-producing material had to be not only suf-
ficiently stable but also ligher than petrol. The
exigencies of the war caused British scientists
to study the problem and the Chemical Re-
search Laboratory was successful in producing a
cheap, dependable and effective agent from
home raw materials. The new agent was so
much better than the previous ones used that it
was immediately adopted by Britain’s Royal
Air Force. Now, of course, production. is go-
ing ahead for pea‘ceti‘me‘pu:poscs.

A Cabinet Minister in Hungary today has
a salary roughly equivalent to half a dollar a
month. The President receives something like
the equivalent of ten dollars”a year. In any
case, Hungarian money has almost ceased to
be sh: medium of exchange, What was their
equivalent of Britain’s £5 nofe, is called “dust”
by the Magyars. It might be used for buying
a newspaper, or crowding on to an overcrowded
tram, or making a telephone call. The prices of
goods for sale, and there are few, are quoted in
dollars. Most éxchange, whether in the towns
or in the country, is done by barter — a ‘pair
of chickens for a bucket of coal, a dozen eggs
for a_doctor’s visit. . One young woman in

J

of  her family-~told Mr. John Haire, British |/
] radiators from |

Notes By The Way

Swing musiclans don't get what
they should, complains a band lead-
er. Maybe because there’s a law
against it!" —Wirnipeg Tribune.

Loy g e o tad
urn Ui en uel
oll llan‘ m‘lr;eg we are told,
supply situation. Per-
haps we 'had berter start to work
on the clitmate with atomic bombs.

—Ottawa Journal.

There is nothing which has hap-
to the crop which can-
not be by good rains from
now till the end of July But we
will need better than usual growing
conditions to produce a better than

everage crop. We are under
handi now in that, though sown
early, the is lafe due to ua-

favorable conditions. We have seen
plenty of months of June in this
country which have provided the
ideal conditions which would stiil

mw }gﬁdmp this year. —Leth-

In an Ontario township there’s a
mother, aged 15, currently receiv-
ing the baby bonus on account of
an infant to whom she gave birih
not long since. IYt.e mother's moth-
er is at the same time receiving

the ba.bg bonus on account of her
erring daughtor. Ii the 15-year-old
gir] had uired e lawful nusband

acq!

ghe would have deprived her moth-
er of the $8 per month A cynic
suggests that perhaps the infant's
father's mother also may be gel-
ting the bonus oa his account, but,
there is a regrettable lack of exact
fnformation on that point. —The
Printed Word.

A big future is expected for a
new and unigue structural materiai
plastics

p—
Antigua — launched from the Tyne-
side recently. Hoicpast has many
outstanding = features which make
it a perfect boarding for a ship's
interior, i e., for doors, walls and
nonglip flooring. It is alreaay being
made in large quantities for these
purposes. It is wiaffected by water,
rormal heat changes, most solv-
ents, oils and organic ana dilute
mineral acids. [t is impervious to
vermin and white ants. Holoplast
also has excepticnally insula-
tion qualities snd has the strength
0 withstand shock without bending
or breaking It is moreover non-in-
flammable_and won’t support coni-
bustion. The basis cf holoplast is
a special kind off Kraft paper lm-
pregnated  with phenolic  resin,
which is cured in the ordinary way
by heat and prescure.

Americans in common with
most peopies o1 the world) are
likely to %-e aggrieved when their
mctives are suspected by foreign-
ers, and to lay that suspicion to
cantankerousness, gnorance or
worze. The fact remains that this
country, the most powerful in the
world, is certain to be suspect for
that fact alone. Therefore it be-
hooves the United States, as one
of the primary responsibilities of
power to fix its rolicies and make
them plain, in wurd and deed. Fear
and criticism c¢arnot be avoided.
But everything that ml%m need-
lesly increase the sus cions or
arouse the anger cf foreign nations
—immature btoasting, pretensions
to leadership no' warranted by the
facts or supported by action, such
sheer diplcmatic ineptitude as has
cost the United &tates so dear in
France— these must be shtmned.—
New York Herald Tribune.

We hope the Prices Board firmly
enforces its cirective on shirts.
far as we know, no satisfactory
substitute for a shirt has been
found. Women were able to dis-
guise the absense of stodsings with
leg-do and despite cecasional startl-
ing cappled effects, the stuff was
generally satls!actor{,.e But that
sort of thing would an odd sub-
stitute for a shirt, and the men
who were beginning to have tor-
tured dreams about painting thair
torsos will hail with relief the re-
the shirt It will not be

turn_of
anything like the old days, cf course
when one get, quarter-sizes,

different sleeve-lengths, twelves or
eighteens, a half-cozen at & tipe—
and if one pattern didn't appeal
to the buyer, there were others from
which to choose However, in a few
week: there will be shirts it is said,
and that will make most men con-
tent to wait for the happy day when
they will be able to ck and choose
—and find shgt.% u thd slesves tl;:s
neither hice the hand nor cra
the elbow. —I ston Whig-Stan-
dard.

We had an object lesson at a
{heatre tha other night, in how 1o
win friends and inflvence people.
In the fourth row sat weman
wearl head 2

about a )
roses. In the fifth

behind her, sat & man.
shoulder.

t
him e withering
e skinny lm,he {mt
fectly around li. g
and 1 am not taking it off. The
man he would call. an usher
make her take it off.
id he could call any-
would ki it

or.

now that all of us have
won't you take il off and
see Myo do your hair?” Bmﬂln{
bewitchingly she removed, hex; hal
and patted her back hait.
it?” she asted the commander. Ho
sald he loved it —New
e

let us

for food. ; “ m»

,h,"";:.‘,‘ﬁ’w 3
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APPRECIATION

Sir,—A group of former Islanders
now living in Vancouver wish to
convey their appreclation to the
writer of “Ellen's Diary” for “the
delightful entertainment atfordec.
them on reading of the various
activities of farm life on the dear
old Island, all so truthfully por-
trayed in her writings. Long life
to “Ellen’s Diary”!

I am, 8ir, etc.
ANGUS J. MARTIN.

C.

Vancouver, B.

Bound For Britain

(By C. P. Fraser, Halifax Chron-

icle)
Aboard S. S. Aquitania,
Off the south ocoast of
Ireland, May 28, 1946.

If yourre thinking of taking a
trip abroad the best advice is
“Don’t"— that is, unless you hap-
pen to be a German general trav-
clling in state, with batman and
private bath to boot. That's the
way it strikes the average civilian
bound for Britain and the “Aqui-
tania”, once queen of the Atlantic
run, is still a troopship in every
sense of the term.

Board the ship at Halifax and
vow'll be shocked by the bare, bar-
rack-like lounge, the discolored
paint and the carpetless floors No
palms and soft music, no page boys
ruching about with bouquets and
last minute messages—not! in
Taot, to remind you of the luxurlous
ser;dce of ocean travel pre-war
style.

We were fortunate. Only three of
us occupy one cabin. Others are
crowded as many as six to a state-
room which in less strenuous days
did service at best for two. Nor is
there much to remind one of pre-
1939 travel when the steward pokes
his head in your door at 7 am.
and bawls, “Time to get up, gents,
and you better 'hurry if you want
any breakfast.”

What the steward leaves unsaid
the blaring public address system
makes up for, Orders instructions,
warnings, advice pour forth all day
long in & steady stream, mostly in-
English, but in German for the
benefit of 2800 uniformed members
of the former Wehrmacht, Luft-
waffe and the German Navy, 1200
of them officers. One of the latter
was Rommel’s right hand man in
the North African campalgn, and
e still sports a smart looking
uniform, red tabs, and the insignia
of a Nazi Gemeral. He it Is that
swanks about in a first class cabin
with private bath while certain
Canadion clvmar‘xs fravel second!

.

The Germans are segregated from
the rest of the passengers by barb-
ed wire partitions on decks and
passageways . For the most part
they're a uealthy looking lot, and
according to some of the Veterans'
Guard who do the escort duty,
many of the Heinies want to come
back to Canada to settle Amppar-
ently some semi-official poll of
their views is taken before they
leave Canadian shores, and uals
gesture has been interpreted by
the Genmans themselves as tanta-
mount to an invitation to return
later on!

Food on shipboard is adequate
nsists

As | but monotonous. Breakfast col

alternatively of stewed prunes or
dehydrated peaches, oatmeal, minus
milk or cream other than the sort
1hat comes out of cans, bacon and

eggs (usually good), one hard
waite roll, and tea or coffee. Lunch
is bean or pea Soup,

soup

(usually cod but disguised on

menu as sole meunier halibul,
salmon, or some other figment of
the chef’s imagination)' or braised
ox-tail, pigs’ knuckles and 3
plus a dessert, wiich might be cus-
tard pudding and usually is. Din-
ner isn’t much better, and a single
menu card does for the entire three
meals, with the whole dgy's listing
set forth at once, so you can know
at breakfast, exactly what you're
going to have f‘or .dLn.'ner that night.

Passengers Personalities

Count Jean de Hauteclocque,
French Ambassador to Canadae, and
the OCountess de Hauteclocque on
thelr way home to France on leave.

P Eric of Denmark, return-

the United States. A genial travel-
ling companion, looking rather
lke a Viking for his shab-

HISTORY
This lls‘:hne measurement of morial
The h&xmm' male wio ries in his
ay
Of glory to live through his puny
span
And pass away.
And this the measure of his so-
called power .. .
The n;;.l‘fm and the -cities he has
or gnmnd ard destroyed
In t mad hour which proves his
guilt,
M%ﬂudawﬁnllolhhmr-
. e, .
Of white and black and yellow,
and race

Then crying to some far-off,
kno:God b

To justify or him of his
He seeks np:nnv‘o beneath “ﬁ‘o’

And hides within,

They’ who remain’ in tone with

. solemn

ch‘.plom form, deciding. that he

mn dﬂ&mudnbhum‘um
erolds him, for he has

At the moment you slip that
slender band of gold on Her
finger, your mind is filled with
such things as orange blossoms,
wedding bells and train reserva-
tions. Later, when the hubbub and
excitement more or less die down,
you may pull up with a mental
start and ‘ask yourself: “WHAT
worldly goods?”

‘That’s a good time to reach for the
telephone and get some friendly
advice from the North American
Life representative. He'll take a
load off your mind by showing
you how to create a substantial and
immediate estate ...an assured
income for your First Lady for Jife.
You’ll shways be glad you called in
the North American Life repre-
sentative. He'll outline a practical
plan that will fit your needs and
your income.

NORTH AMERICAN
LIFE

Outstanding
in Returns te
Policyholders,

L. S. STEVENSON,
District Manager,

140 Richmond Street

-

by tweed coat and worn sports

shoes.

Dr. J. H. L. Johnstone, of the
physics department of Dalhousie
University .on his way to attend a
conference of the Royal Academy
at London.

H. L. Creed, brother of Jason
Oreed, of Halifax and White Point
Beach, and inventor of the float-
ing seadrome.

Miss Dauvray McCurdy, of New

]
and parasitic hair
killers, .. Fo directions
carefully and you will -

amazed at the, resulis.
Price 60c Bottle.

pound treats 82
our pound today. It pays to
use Ceresan,

The 2 Macs

flance at Cardiff, in Wales,

Senator Rupert Davies, of King-

ston, Ontario, heading the Canad-

jan delegation to the Sixth Imper-

ial Press Conference, London.
And many et.hgn.‘

The scramble for hot water in
the morning before the supply is
turned off for the day. With 4,300
passengers aboard, including near-
v 1,000 service personnel and 2,
800 German rs, there just
isn't enough water to go around.
Except for sea-water baths there's
no chance of getting whshed be-
tween 8:30 in the morning and 6
at night.

Nazi POW's, in their character-
istic red-striped trousers and red
circle on jacket backs, assiduously
scrubbing paintwork in the pas-
sageways and staircases, ign
by passengers and themselves in-
different, while khaki-clad mem-
bers of the Veterans' Guard stand
watch,

The last minute rush on the
ship's canteen. It's a strange sight
to see passengers coming out of
the bare and shabby first class
wunge laden down with packages
of Lux, bars of soap stacked high,
and bottles of shoe polish,
perfume and nail polish—a
parently in very short supply in
Britain. The lipstick”and cigar-
ette stocks ran out early,
commodities being more _useful
than currency anywheére in Bur-
ope. A substantial shipboard
“black market” jn Scotch, at the
ama y low" price of six shil-
lings & bottle, has helped to keep
the more al passengers
happy, and what is not consumed
can be retailed in England for as
much as three pounds & bottle,
provided, of course, that_it can be

successfully smuggled past the
A thampton

Glasgow on her way to meet her

a
Ocean travel is rugged nowa-

Have your

with adequate Insurance

HYNDMAN &

Insurance

THOMAS McAVINN,

spjousay udy &g

ALLISON r. McLEAN—District Manager
CYRUS A, R. SHAW—District Manager at Montague.

DID YOU KNOW?

Statistics reveal that during six years of war,
road casualties at home were nearly twice
Canadian overseas casualties.

LET US PUT A STOP TO THIS NEEDLESS
DRAIN ON OUR POPULATION.

cars_thoroughly checked and approved by
a competent mechanic and banish anxiety and worry
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