. miles; Gulf of Mexico, 6o miles; Bering Sea,
57 mile
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British Bacon Imports

Official trade figures have recently been
issued as the Board of Trade of the United
Kingdom lifted the curtain of the !ong black-
out on exports and imports, Britain in 1944
imported more bacon than in 1938, though
shipments entering the Umted.ngdom drop-
ped off in 1945 Figures for imports by Brit-
ish  hundredweights were: 1938—3,433,000;
1944—4,358,000; 1945—2,847,000.

Values of these jimports have increased
nearly 30 per cent, so that Britain as-a cus-
tomer faces the problem of obtaining less bacon
for the same money as before the war.

These figures disclose that during the fir_st
half of 1945 bacon imports coming into Britain
were running 170 million pounds behind 1944
imports. This decline reflects reduction in Can-
adian shipments, It is probably unfortunate for
the Canadiaa producer this had to happen just
when Danish bacon reappeared on the market
in the United Kingdom,

Moreover this situation has added impetus
to the desire of domestic producers to expand
their production. To date, Denmark has ship-
ped 20,000,000 pounds to Britain, but shipments
are running well over 2,000,000 pounds weekly
and are increasing. The Danes are cutting
their own consumption in order to export more.
But Denmark feels the shortage of feed and
her hog population has been cut by the war to
3,000,000, abowt five-eighth of the pre-war
figure.

The future sise of the British bacon mar-
loot will likely rum as high as a thousand mil-
Hon pownds of intports annually. This is about
a third above pre-war imports. Pre-war sources
shown in the 1938 figures im the order of im-

noe were rk, Canada, Eire, The
etherlands, Poland, Sweden and Lithuania.
The United States supplied negligible imports
except during the war. No one can foresee the
food production situation in Europe for some
years to come, but it is obvious Canada occu-
pies a preferred position as a bacon supplier,
Canada should supply 300 million pounds an:
nually.

The British bacon market will remain a
long time under close government regulation.

This means that the system of trading de-
veloped during the war will persist. At the
Canadian end the Meat Board will exercise re-
sponsibility for filling British contracts, and
there the Food Ministry will handle distribution
and rationing.

On Higher Education

Some timely thoughts on higher education
are contained in a recently published pamphlet
on University Life in Canada, by Dr. H. L.
Stewart, of Dalhousie University. Dr. Stew-
art deals effectively with the current argument
that universities should pay less attention ' to
cultural subjects and more to the So-called prac-
tital sciences. Me shows that this contention is
by no means a new one, and that it is no truer
today than it was in the past.

““In a great passage of The Advancement
of Learning,” Dr. Stewart recalls, “Francis
Bacon told the Philistines of his own time how
even for the purpose they had in view their
.method of banishing the liberal to make room
for technical arts would be ineffective. He com-
pared this insurgence to that described in Livy’s
fable as begun by the other parts of the body
 against the stomach, on the pretext that here
was a lazy organ, neither moving like the
limbs nor perceiving like the head. The in-
surgents had forgotten how dependent they all
were on the silent digestion and distribution
effectéd by the stomach. In like manner, said
Bacon, gll the special professions have their
ultimate supply from the source in liberal knowl-
edge which the fanatic of the ‘Institute’ derides.
Then, varying the metaphor, with that profus-
-ion of imagery in which he has seldom had a
rival and never a superior, he bids the men who
would substitute a technological for a liberal
training consider for a moment how plants are
terided : “If vou will have a tree bear more fruit
than it hath used to do, it is not anything you
can do to the boughs, but it is the stirring of the
earth and putting new mould about the roots that
must work it'.” v .

An mAge-Old Controversy

' President Truman’s recent action in pro-
* @aiming jurisdiction. over the national resotirces
of the continental shelf contiguous to the coasts
of the United States and its territories running
;out to an off-shore depth of 600 feet, recalls an
- age-old controversy.

Average offshore distances to which the im-
. mersed territory extends from the several
coasts are: Atlantio, 73 miles; Pacific, 18

87 and Arctic Ocean, 105 miles, the
National. Geographic. Society explains,
"I Maritime nations by common consent have
general accepted the offshore limit of their
uthority as about three miles, measured from
. (iline, This three-mile limit was
in the belief that it marked the ex-
e of coast defénse guns. As the range

Ltd. He went overseas with the First Conting-
ent as a Lance Corporal in the R. C, M. P. jn|femily clothes

lease lands as far as twenty-seven miles from
the shore in the Gulf of Mexico, taking the
position that modern artillery can fire pro-
jectiles for that distance, Appearance of the
bémber as a coast-defense weapon has added
a further complication to observance of the
traditional extent of territorial rule.

Exceptions are.to be noted: with regard to
Denmark, Norway and Sweden, which have a
four-mile limit; Chile, Turkey and Uruguay
with a five-mile strip, and France, Portugal and
Spain, hdving a six-mile belt. Greater limits
are also defined in some treaties made between
the United States and other nations. By these
treaties United States Coast Guard cutters are
permitted to stop and search vessels suspected
of smuggling, even though they may be twelve
miles from shore. Other treaties permit sus-
pected smugglers to be stopped within one
hour’s sailing distance from shore.

The United States prohibition period
brought provisions especially aimed at the
outlaw “rum runners.” If a vessel is ordered
to stop by a Coast Guard patrol within Ameri-
can territorial water, and refuses to obey, it
may be pursued, stopped and searched even
though it succeeds in reaching the high seas,
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LONDON LETTER

BY NORMAN CRIBBENS
(Canadian Press Staff Writer)
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