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arm  Training In
“Khaki Colleges”
During Great War

Dr. J.A. Clark Describes Inferesting Experiences
In Organizing & Developing Agricultural Courses
For Canada’s Overseas Forces, 1918 - 1919.

The

organization and develop-
ment of agricultural instruction
for Canada’s overseas forces dur-
Ing the latter period of the Great
War was the subject of an in-

teresting address before - the

Club on Monday night by Dr. J.
A. Clark, Superintendent of the
Dominion Experimental Station
here, Dr. Clark was in charge of
this work and spoke therefore
with first-hand knowledge of his

subject. He said:

Dr. John A, Clark

“A great many of the men that
Canada sent to assist the Mother
Country during the Great War
of 1914-18 were young men who
Lad not completed their high
school course or were attending
our colleges or universities when
they joined up and proceeded to
England for training. This was
particularly true during the last
vears of the War. These young
men in the military camps of
England, with the assistance of
the Chaplain, Y. M. C. A, and
other auxiliary services, organized
many educational classes in Eng-
land and on the Continent in
1917-18.

“Dr. H. M. Tory, President of
the University of Alberta, was
asked by the military authorities
to make a preliminary report not
only on the work that had been
accomplished but as to what might
be done in an educational way for
our young men who were over-
seas to fit them for civilian em-
ployment following demobilization.
Dr. Tory’s report to the author-
ities led to the establishment of
Educational Services in the Cana-
dian Expeditionary Forces,

Arrival In England

“In_response to a cable from
him, I arrived in England in Aug-
ust, 1918, to organize and develop
the Dept. of Agriculture in the
Khaki University of Canada. The
Dominion Department of Agricul-
ture granted me leave of absence
for the duration of the War.

“Having access to the records, 1
learned that approximately 1000
men had enlisted who had had
azricultural training in our Cana-
dian colleges of agriculture or had

taught agricultural subjects in our"

universities, colleges and schools.
A general survey of the situation
when I arrived in England, indi-
cated that there was a very great
demand on the part of our sol-
diers for Instruction in agricul-
ture. This was probably due to
their enforced outdoor life and
the information that had reached
them In regard to Canada’s pro-
posed land  settlement scheme
Whatever the cause, many of

them planned to make farming

their vocation and having decided
that matter, they set about in
their characteristic , energetic way
to get all available information
on the subject.

“During the summer of 1918,
the instruction in Agriculture was

carrled on largely through the

correspondence department of thc
Khaki University and many of
the students were either with the
Canadian Forestry Corps or at
convalescent  hospitals. At th};t
time, it was with the greatest dif-

iculty that suitable books were
éeccur:d for this correspondence

work. However the work grew and
grew. The time of the staff of the

Department of Agriculture, when

It was being organized, was taken

ve largely in preparing
::Lc‘z)urses,ryselecting books, setting
and correcting examination pap-
ers in connection with corres-
pondence courses. The students

were deeply interested and the
work which they accomplished was
far and away beyond expecta-

First Khaki Colleges
*The first Khakl Colleges where

regular courses in agrictilture were
given, were established in

tember, 1918 at London, Witley.
Bramshott, Seaford, Burtomn.
Shorncliffe and Epsom. At these

points, evening classes were ar-
ranged where the men could not
attend during the day. Afternoon
stock judging classes were held
whenever opportunity offered.

“I cannot speak too highly of
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Cause You Distress ?

The impairment of the stomach is
often of serious conrequences, for
only by properly digested food is the
system nourished and sustained.

Burdock Blood Bitters is a re-
liable remedy for stomach disorders
such as dyspepsia, indigestion, sour
stomach, belching of gas, headach
etc.

It helps to stimulate the secretion
of psaliva and gastric juice, the
main factor in digestion, neutralizes
acidity, tones up the lining mem-
branes of the stomach, and restores
the natural, healthy process of
digestion.

ut your stomach right by tnkinﬁ
B.B.B. and see how quickly you wi
start to enjoy rour meals free from
digestive troubles.,

The T, Milburn Co., Ltd., Toronte, Ont.

the generous assistance given to
us the farmers and stock
s of the British Isles who

not only allowed our students to
use their animals jn stock judg-
classes, but also did every-

th possible to assist in the
work of the instructors, One ex-
ample comes to my mind, when
the Wallace Brothers, of Auchin-
brain, Scotland (breeders of in-
ternational repute) sent to Glas-
gow and had the editor of one of
the Scottish agricultural papers

gl
structlon to a group of Canadian
students visiting the County of
T,

“I also want to pay tribute .to
the agricultural instructors who.
in the majority of cases, taught
classes in addition to thewr reg-
ular military duties previous to
Armistice. Those who formulated
the plans for the Khaki Univer-
sity had in mind the great ed-
ucational opportunity that would
present itself immediately foilow-
ing Armistice and to that eng.
our organization was set up.

A number of our Khaki Colleges
were in connection with convales.
cent hospitals and students
cessarily were frequently move
from one to another, This was
also true of our Khaki Colleges in
many of the military camps, For
that reason, the Departmen: of
Agriculture prepared an outline
of an eight weeks Short Course
that was carried on simultaneously
in our Khaki colleges throughout
all areas.

Securing Instructors -

“The biggest job I had as Of-
ficer in Charge of agricultural in-
struction was to secure men train-
ed in teaching agriculture, In this

connection, I received very val-
uable assistance from the presi-
dents of the agricultural colleges
throughout Canada who supplied
me with lists of men who had
gone overseas. The presidents of
the Ontario Agricultural College
and the Macdonald Agricultural
College both came over to Eng-
land and gave me most valuable
assistance not only in regard to
the course of study, but in re-
commending suitable instructors.
Trained men were asked for and
every reasonable method was
adopted to secure their services.
In this connection, we drew upon
men from the Imperial Army and
from citizens in Canada who had
not previously enlisted. One of my
treasured possessions is not only
authentic lists of all men who
gave instruction in England and
on the Continent, but aso lists of
all men overseas who were com-
petent to give agricultural instruc-
tion whether they were ever ask-
ed to or not.

Administration

“The headquarters staff was or-
ganized at 31 Bedford Square,
London W. C. 1. The duties of
this staff were: (1) preparing
courses and outlines of study, (2)
locating men qualified to teach
agriculture and whenever possible
obtaining their services from the
active military units; (3) giving
most of the agricultural lectures
in the London Khaki College and
at the nearby Canadian Forestry
Corps at Catford Bridge; (4) the
preparing and printing of 16
Khaki book'ets, Series 1; (5) se-
lecting material  and securing
slides and equipment for class
work throughout all the areas:;
(6) supervising the work In tne
Khaki College at the various
camps, Members of the staff would
hold conferences with the instrve-
tors and when necessary would re-
main for a month or more giving
regular instruction at one of the
18 Khaki Colleges located in Eng-
land during the winter of 1918-19.

“Almost everyone of these men
have since held very important
positions in agricultural work in
Canada. They moved to where they
were most needed whether it was
to a camp or hospital. The calen-
dars of the several agricultural
colleges in Canada were used In
arranging courses so that the
work would conform as nearly as
possible in all essentials to the
above named calendars, The staff
prepared and corrected examin-
ation papers on the various sub-
jects for the correspondence de-
partment in addition to their reg-
ular work in the areas.

Rapid Development

-“The coming of Armistice re-
vealed the great possibilities of
glving agricultural instruction to
great numbers who made applica-
tion through their officers to get

g

or attend classes that would not

it, From that time on, our men
were relieved from most of their
regular military duties and de-
voted themselves entirely to the
preparing of lectures and the
teaching of the men not only by
way of lectures but b{ practical
demonstrations on the farms
throughout the British Isles, The
movement of troops from the
camps to their reserves on their
way home and of casualties
through the hospitals was con-
tinuous. The men were rarely
more than a few weeks in any
particular place and for that
reason the short course system of
teaching which had been inaug-
urated previous to Armistice was
continued in all of the areas ex-
cept Ripon where all those who
wished to secure university credit
for work done were segregated and
given work equivalent to first and
second year courses in our Cana-
dian colleges.

Agricultural Area Classes

“In the larger camps and con-
valescent hospitals, the origina!
arrangerhent of two instructors
for classes under 100 and an ad-
ditional instructor for every 50
above that number, was adhered
to whenever possible. The work of
teaching” was  cub-divided into
grcups as shown in the calendar
and necessary equipment was se-
cured. The manufacturers of agri-
cultural implements and othars
were very generous in  donating
equipment and providine material
for cl?ss work. 8ncclalicts werce
secured when possib's and placed
in charge of the agricultural wark
in each of the 18 Khaki Co'lsgas.
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chilla Can:iage Covers, Esmond Blan-
kets, Sleeping Bags, Snow Suits, Fur
Mittens, Shawls, Jackets.

Ideal Xmas
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l% offered to these men was the
opportunity to help other fellows
less fortunate than themselves,
That appeal rarely failed and 1
never met anyone who started giv-
ing instruction that said he was
sorry he had done so. Most of
them became very enthusiastic in
their work and in many cases
actually spent considerable sums
of their own money to balp their
students. Later on the education-
al services was able to grant the
rank of Acting Sergeant with
Sergeant’s pay and a'lowances to
other ranks whén employed teach-
ing. The appreciation of their
students, however, meant a great
deal more to these men than rank
or pay. Instances were known
where our men refused the offer
of commissions to go to other lines
of work and I cannot speak too
highly of the laborious, painstak-
ing and patriotic services that
were given without stint «in every
Khaki College by as loyal a band
of workers as the head of a col-
lege department could possibly

have.
Area Work

“While the area work was sub-
divided into many groups, there
were three distinct sub-divisions:

“l. The hospital group where
the men were only able to study

interfere with their treatment or
overtax their strength. This work
was carried on in 10 hospitais at
Basingstoke, Epsom, Orpington,
Taplow, Bearwood, Cooden, Bux-
ton, Liverpool, Etching Hill and
Shorncliffe.

“2, The Reserve Camp groups.
The men in these colleges were
able to attend both day and eve-
ning classes and many of them
remained for three months in a
camp to take the agricultural
course and their instructors often
moved with the camp when 1t was
transferred from one are to an-
other, In sothe instances, ‘work
almost equal to first year grade
was covered in certain subjects in
the college work at the following

points: Witley, Bramshott, Sea-

ford, Borden, Bovington, ipon
and Sunningdale, Ripo

“3. The third group were men !n
the London area. Most of uhese
men were only able to attend aight
classes and to go on eduactional
trips on holidays and week ends.
These students were from the of-
fices of the permanent Canadian
staff in London and were able to
continue a regular course of lec-
tures for many months and at
the London Khaki Col'ege many
of the courses and the men who
passed successfully the final ex-
aminations were given credit by
subjects for first year work in
Canadian colleges,

“Neither time nor expence was
spared in securing the best equip-
ment obtainable for the agricul-
tural classes in the Khaki Colleges.
Such materal and text books as
were suitable were bought in Bng-
‘and. 16 Khaki booklets were pub-
lished by the Department of Agri-
culture ~ Educational Services to
meet specific needs. One order for
agricultural text and reference
books which was cabled across the
Atlantic, amounted to $30,000.
Agricultural bulletins were obtain-
ed from the Provincial and Dom-
inion Departments of Agriculture
by the tens of thousands. Imple-
ments and machines were loaned
by manufacturers for demonstra-
tion purposes. . Sets of Canadian
weed seeds, entomological specimens
and much other material, were ob-
tained from Canada for college
work. Every college had a splendid
library and reading room. 100 cop-
ies of all the leading agricultural
Journals of Canada were circulat-
ed throughout the camps and hos-
pitals  regularly Lanterns and
moving picture outfits, slides and
films of operations and demon-
strations on Canadian farms, were
obtained and used in all the areas.

University at Ripon
“As the work progressed, the need

of segregating the agricultural
studnts who wished to take umi-

Nine NS, People
- Receive Rewards

HAMILTON, Ont., Dec. 12—
(CP)—Parchment certificates of the
Royal Canadian Humane Associa~
tion have been awarded to nine
mg m to mark heroic ef-
drowning, PR -

Mrs. Em Rogers
Grafton, N.8, for rescue of Don-
fng a7 e %, o
e, 3 A
oo i, PR, M,
el own=-
ing in Halirax Hnrb?}, Aug. 12,

Jr,, from dro at H ton,

NS, Aug. 16, b g,
John Rideout, Neil's Harbor, N,

S, who was ably assisted by his
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Osburne Robnrf. Milton, N.8., for
rescue of Kathleen Main from
drowning in Mersey River, Aug. 3.
Fred Horne, Canso, N.8., for res-
i¢_:nue ?f thr&o: peraloixtu from drown-

g from the yacht, “Estoy,” near
Yarmouth, NS, July 12,
Edmund J. McNeil and James R.
J. Macneil of Iona, N.8., for rescue
of Danlel Landry from drowning
at Iona, Aug. 26, 1937. ’

Anthony Hannem, Halifax, for
rescne of Rohert Holt from drown-
ing at Smith’s Wharf, Aug. 12, 1939,

at Ripon the Department gathered
many of the leading instructors
and gave first and second year col-
lege work to men qualified for uni-
versity work. For a time, ou ani-

good
voices fill the ho
too.
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hen inolly wreaths are in the windo:

ly waits over doorwlynr"w;::
ughter and childrens’ excited
use—at Christmastime, it’s Sus.

Sussex—*‘the genial mixer”—the Mariti of,
ite, Iil the ginger ale to grace your E‘hn.a:ot:::

The big, thrifty 30-ounce bottle serves f;
‘oroully.’ And here’s a thought. A:av: o.fvgu‘n::;
makes a delightful and appreciated gift.

Don’t just say *‘ginger ale—say “Suggex”,
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mal husbandry work at Ripon was
greatly handicapped by foot and | sisted in making arrangements with
mouth quarantine which prevented | Brigade and Battalion Educational
our men from visiting stock. For- | officers and their instructors to
tunately, this was removed and in | start similar work for the men
the spring of 1919, with many of | then at Huy. This work, though
the other Khaki Colleges closed, | very strenuous, was most success-
additional teachers were added to| ful. On one day, 1 recall speaking

the instructional staff at Ripon | to four differeat brigades at wide-
and everyone worked enthusfasti- | ly separated places, travelling 36
cally to give the students the| miles to reach the four points. The
equivalent of similar work in Can- following morning, General Tha ker
ada. Men were discouraved from at- | Sent for me to speak to his Artil-
tempting advanced work unless| lery Brigade which had just mov-
they had the necessary founda-| ed in and I had an opportunily to
tion, and we found that some of present to a large conference of
the men who had been in ou -Can- | his officers and men, the work
adian colleges before enlistment| that had been planned. I found the
elected to take the work over again | men were keen and not only under-
and brush up so as to be ready to| took agricultural educational work
continue their " work when thev| but found afterwards that they
returned to Canada. The nractical | carried it through. I was able to
side was always kept to the fore.| send them slides to {llustrate many
We not only tried to give the me~ | of the lectures outlined for the 8
what they wanted. but what would | weeks’ short course,

b2 of the greatest benefit to them
AGRICULTURAL TOURS

in their life work,
On the Continent “The visiting of farms nearby
the different collezes by a group
“Early in January, 1919, at the| of students with their instructor,
request of Major E. J Achton of | grew into more extended tours for

‘| these men, during the Easter hol- |
days, were a’le to

“In addition to 14 reprints of Ex-
tension Bulletins (permission hav-
ing been obtaimed through colleges
in America) two Tunic Pocket Agri-
cultural Bulletins were written and
published by the
™rg'and. These were
counts” and “Chnosine a Farm.’
The manuscript for
counts” was prep-ed largely by the
Officer in Charge of the Depart-
ment ascisted Dy a cost account-
ant, R. 8. M, M. Hennigan, This
manuseript was sent (4t to all the

suegestions were asked for and se-
cured from the different areas that
were a great help to the authors

Credit for the silcoess of this booy
let is largely due to the patien
and persistent effort of Mr. Hennj

an

“The booklet ‘Choosing a Pam
was prepared for and supplied
the troops on their way home g
the transports and the author hay
recelved many favourable com.
ments and letters from returneg
men since taking up his duties a-
gain in Canada.”
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SUBSIDIZE M. P, MEALS

LONDON—(CF) — With an ex
pected peacetime profit turneq int,
a wartime loss of about £100 (s445)
week'ly, the Chancellor of the Ex.
chequer announced a governmen
subsidy to the House of Commony
Kitohen Committee,

Minard’s relieves aches.

versity work became evident and

the Soldiers’ Settlement Beard, I
nroceeded throuch France ard Bel-
7lum to the headnuarters of the
Cownadian Corps then at Bonm.
Germany, and in co-operation with
‘he educational officers of the Sec-
ond Division. assisted them in or-
vanizino agricvltural instruction at
the different Brigade hensdquart-
°rs. Very encouraging results were
obtained.  Conferences were held
Jally with acricultural instructors
“rom the Aifferent units. Some of
‘he classes were held in the Uni-
versity of Bonn. Tn some cases,
the 8 weeks’ ghort Course outline
was forwarded from YLondon and
nsed by the Edunatinnal officers of
the four Canadian Divisions.
“Returning the middle of Janu-
ary, I spent some davs at = the
Pirst Canadian Diviciane]  Head-
quarters in Huy, Belgium and as-

students during the Easter holi-
days and classes in judging live
steck had an opportunity of see-
ing the very hest steck in England
and Scotland  In most cases, the
owners acted as the presiding judee
so that the men obtained bo‘h

English and Scottish points in -

fudging cattle, sheep and swine.
During some of the agricultural
tours, the students visited Exneri-
menta! Stations, Colleges, Univer-
sities, Stock Shows, Fairs and A~ri-
cultural Auction Sa'es. Four stcok
judging teams were trained to take
part in an Inter-Dominor Contest
nlanved for the Roval Show at
C-rdiff, Wa'es, June 24-20, 1919,
Arran~ements werer made so thot
Canadian  Aoriculture] stndants
were admitted tn attemd peonlar
c'asses in both Fnelish and Seott-
ish Universities and a numbder of
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Thimble Theatre — Starring POPEYE

H-M! SHALL |
PWED 2 — H-M!
SHALL |\ PWED
THE PQUEEN?

WELL, PSHIVER MY 15 TALKIN(G PFUNNY )

PTIMBERS, WIMPY

A GORE. Py YAMEAN LIKE PYOU 2

k.

GEE! ISABELLE, |

MERGE IT DROP-
PED OQUTTA MY
POCKET \WHEN, |
WAS \WALKIN’

GUESS IT'S LOST-—

I'LLL HAFTA GET
ANOTHER DIME.

By Edwina
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"FORE WE CAN BUY
ANY ICE CREAM - -
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PLENTY OF
SALT IN THIS

E,WHY DIDN'T

I THINK

RIEF 2y 7 SO YOU THI
M THE WELSH RAG- 14 U THINK IT/S FUNNY E
] BIT'S BURNING UP

WELL IF YOU
YOU'LL COOK
\T, YOURSELF

sum-:,rn.us,
I'D BE GLAD

WELL, IF YOU KNOW HOW TO
COOK WHY HAVEN'T

By Westover.




