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_ The Canso Crossing

We in Prince Edward Island can perhaps
sppreciate better than most people the claims
now being pressed strongly at Ottawa for a per-
manent crossing over the Strait of Canso. This
narrow strip of water which separates Nova Sco-
tia proper from Cape Breton is at one point
only half a mile wide. The ferry connection, op-
erated by the Dominion Government since 1883,
is serviced by the “Scotia” and “Scotia 11", the
former being forty-seven years-old. The area of
Cape Breton is close to 4,000,000 square miles,
with a population of more than 150,000. It is
the home of two national industries, coal and
steel. The Dominion Bureau of Statistics recent-
ly reported that for the first ten months of 1948
Canodian mines produced 14,563,000 tons, of
which Nova Scotia’s portion was 5,301,000, or
36 percent. In the same period Cape Breton's
production was approximately 3,601,000 tons, or
360,110 monthly. The island produces nearly one
quarter of the country’s steel. As those who have
travelled through the Bras d'Or Lakes region,
are aware, it is also rich in scenic attractions.
In the national interest and as a primary econ-
omic need, the construction of a bridge across
the Strait is being urged upon the Dominion Gov-
ernment.

In winter serious dangers attend the ferry-
trossing. A tide-rip of four to five miles an
hour courses through the Strait of Canso, carry-
ing heavy ice-floes. The ferries are frequently
trapped by these and are swept for miles down
the Gut before they can work free and chug
back to the landing-docks. Even then these be-
come choked with ice, thus adding more hours
of delay until the obstruction is cleared.

For the past half-century Cape Breton’s peo-
ple have wanted the Strait of Canso spanned
by a bridge. Today they are more hopeful than
ever. The Federal Government has had the sit-
uation surveyed by a Board of top-flight en-
gineers, and the Canso Crossing Association of
Sydney, N. S., are optimistic as to the result.

British Egg Market

Local officials in recent weeks have placed

obout _its merits. However, impetus would be
added to the campaign if the elected representa-

concert on Parliament Hill in support of the
canal and power development proposal.

~/ EDITORIAL NOTES /
Foundation Day of Austruliu, 1788.

Prince County Progressive Conservatives
meet this afternoon in Summerside to choose
a candidate for nomination at the forthcoming
election.

- - -

Tonight entries for the Dominion Drama
Festival will be on their mettle. Adjudicators
may make their notes but audience reaction
has a far greater influence on the performance.

» * *

With confederation with Newfoundland in
the offing, Canada has that additional interest
in tisheries conservation. The Washington con-
ference meeting today comprises nine countries
bordering the North Atlantic who are concerned
about “serious depletion.”

Jaques Greber, French architect, has pre-
pared a report in “preliminary form” for the re-
planning of the city of Ottawa, having a weight
of 35 pounds, What the final draft will weigh,
and cost, will probably stagger imagination.

The Financial Post reports that the price of
cocoa bean has dropped from 38¢c a pound to

I 26c and holds out hope that after Easter we

may again see a five-cent chocolate bar, par-
ticularly if the excise tax is lifted as candy-
makers hope.

» "

Twenty-five persons in Saskatchewan have
been prosecuted during the past two months for
failure to pay their hospitalization tax, About
20 per cent. of the pzople eligible to pay the
1949 tax have not yet done so. However, despite
the increased tax rate this year, the number of
payments is about the same as in 1948.

Apropos the opening of parliament today,
Prime Minister St. Laurent is reported to have
said, "1 don’t think we're going to have any
rcore light sessions. | don’t pretend to see into
the future but judging 'from appearances at
present these light sessions would seem to be @
thing of the past.”
w

The Fall of Khartum this date 1885. Gen-
eral Gordon was isolated there in the Madhi re-
volt, and before relief arrived he was killed and
the town captured. The Mahdi died the same

strong emphasis on the need of cultivating the
domestic and American egg market to a greater
extent. The serious decline in our exports to
the United Kingdom, owing to the exchange
situation, has also been stressed. The following
figures released from Ottawa tell the story:

In 1947, that is, Jon. 31, 1947 to Jan. 3,
1948, Canada exported to Britain 1,993,620 cases

pounds of egg powder; and 5,130,357 pounds of
frozen egg melange — @ total equivalent to
88,676,280 dozen eggs.

In 1948, that is, from Jan. 31, 1948 to Jan.
31, 1949, Canada will have exported to Britain
1,330,000 cases of eggs, 30 -dozen to the case;
9,243,794 pounds of egg powder; and 10,299,4?8
pounds of frozen egg melupge — a total equiv-
slent to 70,000,000 dozen eggs.

In 1949, the new contracts call for export
to Britain between Jan. 31, 1949 and Jan. 31,
1950, of a total of 650,000 cases of eggs, .35
dozen to the case; 6,720,000 pounds of egg pow-
der; and 8,960,000 pounds of frozen egg melange
—representing altogether '46,000,000 dozen
eggs.
8 Thus, in two years Canada’s egg exports to
Britain have been cut in half. So,fdr, the rise
in prices has to an extent compensated for the
decrease in value. For the calendar year 1947,
total value of eggs exported to Britain  was
$36,968,102; for 10 months of 1948, the value
of these egg exports was $34,968,102. *

But there is the possibility that with the

seas, the domestic market will soften uples.s
other outlets are found. At the moment, it is
hoped to dispose of these Canadian export sur-
pluses in other markets.

Seaway Versus Canal

An estimaté of the cost of the proposed St.
Lawrence seaway and power project has been
given delegates to a meeting of the Dominion
Marine Association by Mr. Frank P. Fifer, chief
engineer of the Atlantic Division of United
States Army Engineers. He believes the cost
will be more than $675,000,000, which, even in
these inflated times, is a considerable sum.

Mr. Fifer says the estimated costs of the
power half of .the St. Lawrence development
would be approximately $463,000,000. The na-
vigational half would cost about $105,000,000 in !
the International Rapids section of the river,
ond the remainder of the expenditure, $107,000,-
000, would be spread over the waterway from
Duluth, Minn. to Montreal,

To Maritimers who have taken renewed in-
terest in revived plans for q:vrelopmenr of the
canal and power resources of the Chignecto
lsthmus and the hydro potentialities of Pas-

should be enlightening. Compared with the St.
Lawrence proposal the cost of the Chignecto can-
al project is insignificant, although construction
of the waterway between Northumberland Strait
and the Bay of Fundy is vitally important to the
future economy of these Provinces.

So far, comments the Moncton Transcript,
too- much attention has been paid by Ottawa to
the St. Lawrence plan and too little to the two
Maritime projects. And in this regard Maritim-
ers themselves may be to blame. But it is heart-

year, and was succeeded by the Khalifa, who
ruled till 1898, when he was completely defeat-
ed at Omdurman by an Anglo-Egyptian army un-
der Kitchener.
$1,800,000,000 are to be invested in Brit-
ain's farms during the next four years. Half of
this sum is to be spent on mechanized equip-
ment. Agricultural machinery production in
Britain is now valued at $280,000,000 a year,
compared with $105,000,000 in 1946. The out-
put of tractors in Britain for the first nine months
of last year exceeded 82,000. About 40 per cent
g® to overseas markets.
Egg prices on January 21 this year and pre-
vious years: The prices quoted below are for
Grade A Large. At Montreal and Toronto the
prices are those at which graded shipments arc
selling to wholesalers. At other points quota-
tions are prices to shippers for ungraded eggs
1949 1948 1947
Montreal 43.44'% 42 35
Toronto  ............ 42-43 43-43Y2 36
Winnipeg 37 41 37
Vancouver 500 38 40 36
Edmonton ........ 3 35
Regina ..... 41 36
Charlottetown 41 35

A new painkiller six times more powerful
than morphine has been produced by chemists
of Glaxo Laboratories, Greenford, England.
Heptalgin, which is the name of the drug, can
act within a few moments and rarely taies more
than a haJf-hour, while it: pain relieving effects
last from at least three to four hours. Swallowed
in tablet form or given as an injection, it at-
tacks the seat of pain without producing drowsi-
ness or a feeling of depression. While it is
too early yet to say with certainty that heptal-
gin is in no way habit forming, it has been es-
toblished that addiction to this drug is certain-
ly less likely to occur than with other analgesics.
In trials carried out so far on patients, the
drug has given quick relief in rheumatic com-
plaints, pleurisy, heart trouble, sinusitis, tooth-
oche, gastric ulcers and inoperable cancers.

Always the centre of Canada, never the
Maritimes must receive consideration at Ottawa.
“Any project such as the joint development of
power and -navigation on the St. Lawrence which
can open up the centre of this continent . . .
cannot be deferred much longer,” . Transport
Minister Chevrier said in an address to the
Marine Club of Toronto. During the 1948 navi-
gation season 250,000,000 ‘tons of cargo were
carried by American and Canadian vessels on
the Great Lakes. These Great Lake fleets carry
raw materials and commodities to “the greatest
industrial centre of the world.”. “Huge iron -ore
deposits discovered in Labrador and Quebec make
the St. Lawrence seaway project not only feas-
ible, but also a necessity.” Besides supplying @’
highway of commerce, the project would un-
leash approximately 2,200,000 horsepower of
electric energy. Mr. Chevrier said further meas-
ures to assist the Canadion shipping and ship-
building * industries were being studied. The
shipping industry is the very lifeblood of our
existence. Our future both in war and peace
depends upon its smooth operation. It is vulner-
oble to sabotage . . . It is our duty to organize

ening to know that an office has been set up
to promote the Chignecto project, and Dbefore
{ona Ottawa doubtess vill be hearing a lot

for the protection of the shipping industry. But,
be it noted, all in favour of Central Canoda.

tives from the Maritimes raise their voices in ;

THE SEEKERS

Only the road, and the dawnm, the
sun, the wind, and the rain,
And the watch fire under stars, and
sleep, and the road again.

We seek the Cily of God, and the
haunt where beauty dwells,
And we find the noisy mart and the
sound of burial bells.

Never the golden city, where rad-
iant people meet,

But the dolorous town where
mourners are going about the
street. :

We travel the dusty road till the
light of the day is dim,

And sunset shows us spires away
on the world’s rim.

We travel from dawn to dusk, till
the day is past and by,
Seekine the Ioly City beyond the
rim of the sky.

Friends and loves we have none,
nor wealth nor blessed abode
But the hepe of the City of God at
the cther end of the road.

—John Masefield.
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Old Charlottetown |
(And P. E L)

HOME MANUFACTURES
The pionecrs did most of their
own manufacturing. A few ‘iron
ploughs had been brought 7‘om
Scotland by the settlers, but most
of the plows were wooden, made by
some handy man among the farm-
ers, and fitted with irons. by thz
village blacksmith. The “harrows
were of wood with spike teeth, ~nd
with the plow were the only im-
plements used in putting -in the
crop, and the reap-hook, cradle and
scythe did duty in harvest time.
This was before the days when the
Ontario manufacturers sent the
smiling machine-agent down here
to tell us what we wanted.

Besides being their own smiths
and carpenters, farmers were also
their own shoemakers and kept a
kit and spent many stormy days,
and somefimes evenings, after' a
hard day's work in the wooas, in
making or mending the shoes of
the family. o

Oftentinies T have heard the ‘old
folk tell how they got up at four
o'clock in the morning and repaired
to ‘the barn, to thresh with the
flail to get straw to feed the stock
during the day while they were
working in the woods, and how,
after working till dark, they would
come home, get tea and take some
more “flail exercise” to give the
cattle their supper. g

The whip-saw was an article
greatly used by the early settlers.
The first frame bulldings erected
here (vere covered in with boards,
many of them from two and a ’.alf
to three feet wide, that were cut
with the whip-saw, the logs being
ofted squared with the broadaxe to
make them lighter to get up on the
saw pit. Sills a foot to fourteen
inches square were made by quar-
tering logs with' this saw.

The women's share of the work
was also very important. The mo-
thers made the clothes for the
family, Carding, spinning, weaving,
dyeing, fulling, and at last tailor-
ing. Many a “hodden grey” sit
they turned out which was as

- The Strasser Case I

., (Winnipeg Free Press)

Dr. Otto Strasser, the German ex-
ile now living in Canada who has
been refused permission to refurn
to Germany because his presence
there would likely provoke trouble,
has curious links with the Nazi
regime, despite his criticism of and
hostility to Adolph Hitler,

He and his brother Gregor, a
more portentous political figure,
were leaders of the left wing in the
Nazi party. They tended to emphas-
ize the word “Socialist” in the title
of Hitler’s party rather than the
word “National”; their views on
social reform were cloudy but were
held with tenacity.

Two or three years before Hitler
came to power in Germany thev
opposed, without success, his policy
of having German industrialists
contribute lavishly to Nazi party
funds. Otto Strasser quit the Nazi
party and left Germany after that
defeat; he bears no odium, there-
fore, for the crimes which. later
disgraced the Nazi regime. His ex-
ile carried him to Austria, Czecho-
slovakia, France and Canada; in
each country he has attacked Hit-
lerfsm with_much passion and some
scholarship,, His brother was killed
by Hitler's %rders in the 1934 purge
of dissident elements in the Nazi
ruling clique.

More reccntly Otto Strasser has
founded what he calls the League
for German Revival. The major
purpose of ‘this league, he asserts,
is to restore Germany to her right-
ful place in Europe without again
making her a focal point for ag-
gression and war. This sounds
well; but his benevolence looks
very doubtful when his practical
programme is considercd. He at-
tacks as “quislings” all those Ger-
mans now co-oporatlnk with the
Western occupying powers and
urges the formation of a movement
pledged to resist their policies.

In Canada where he has been liv-
ing for several years, Otto Stras-
ser is harmless. His hatreds do
not touch us. In'Germany, how-
ever, this ghost from the Nazi
world,  as’ the London Times de-
scribes him, would at once be a
figure of controversy und unrest.
Hence the opposition of Great Bri-
tain and. the United States. in
which Canada concurs, to his re-
turn to Western Germany.
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PUBLIC FORUM

This column Is open to the

i i by correspondent
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does nol necessar-
ily endorse the opinivn of
correspondents.

THE LOBSTER SEASON

Sir,—For scme unknown reason
our new Minister of Fisheries has
changed the opening time for set-
ting or leaving the shore to any
time after 12 o'clock am. of the
first day of May. This year the
1st day of May falls on Sunday.
The opening date will have to be
on Saturday, April 30 or May 2,
which to my mind is out for the
simple reason that you have to put,
your rope and gear in the boats in
daylight_on the day previous to
running and run the risk of losing
your boat and  gear if a storm
should develop before you get a
chance to runm, if you are unlucky
enough to have - to fish on an out-
side shore with no boat harbor.

Also you can visualize say sixty
boats leaving a boat harbor in the
dead of night and just outside the
harbor some of them stop or
“paulk”. What chanee has a boat or
fisherman got with the speéd and
power that is used in most of the
fishing boats? It just means they
will be cut in two and the occup-
ants drowned.

T have been fishing iobsters on
different coasts over forty years
and if we ore going to conserve
this “great industry” we don't want
to start in to educate the fisher-
men to fish at night. We are told
there is enough of this going on
in certain parts of our coast.

As regards the planting in the
Pacific coast of lobsters I hope it
does not react against us as did
the fox industry. They have their
salmon industry; let it got at that;
for T don’t dbelieve it ever was in-
tended for lobsters to live and de-
velop in the Pacific or they would
have been there before this.

1 would like to see this hour for
running rope or gear made statu-
tary at six o'clock a.m. on May 1
or when it falls on Sunday, April
30 at 6 o’clock a.m,

Hoping other fishermen will give
their views on this very important
subjost,

I am, Sir, ete.
FISHERMAN,
Southern King's.

T will glad: and  rejoice in
Thy mercy; for Thou hast con-
sidered my trouble, Thou has
known my soul in adversities.

cloth ‘are by the dudes of today.
Besides their other duties the wo-
men took a hand in the field with
the reaping hook, and were as ex-
pert in manipulating it as their
granddaughters now are in finger
ing the keys of piano and orgcn:

—From an article by Mr. Walter
Simpson, 1900,

TRIP TO ENGLAND

HALIFAX ~ (CP) ~-Duncan G.
L. Praser fo Acadia University and
Alexander T. Stewart, sclence grad-
uate of Dalhousie University, have
been awarded $1,600 scholarships
for post-graduate studies in British
universities Wy ‘the Imperial Order
Daughters of the Empire.

POLICE LOSE JAIL

LARE COWICHAN, BC, —
(OP) —Provincial police were de-
prived of their office and jail here
when the structure was moved to
make way for s new highway. Until
a new building is constructed, pr's-

highly prized by husbands and
sona Aas- suits - of broad-

oners are being taken 17 miles to
Duncan.

The Arnfast Coal o.

Phone 2498

Provincial Agentt .
for
fron Fireman Equipment
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- Canada’s Lite - Blood:
Trade

VI THE GREAT MIRAGE: THE AMERICAN MARKET
By
" E. L. B. Willlamson, M.B.E.

In_previous articles we have seen .that there is no basis for a Ca
adian trade-policy which' assumes either that there will be a xener:;
return to free multi-lateral trading or that there are any vast, new pat
terns of trade awaiting development. In other words, Canada’s tradin.
relations must continue to be principally with those countries with whom
we have for so long traded: the Sterling Area, (that is, Britain and the
Commonwealth), and thg United States.

2. We also have seen, however, that those relations cannot con.
tinue on the old basis:' selling to the Sterling Area, and buying {rom
the United States. In the future, the Sterling Area will be able to by

in Canada only as much as Canada buys from the Sterling Area; ang
Canada will be able to buy from the United States only as much as the
United States buys from Canada. This means that if we are to buy from
the United States on the same scale as we now are buying there, (anads
must-sell more to the United States. Alternatively, if we expect the
Sterling Area to continue to buy from us on the old scale, we must buy
more of our requirements in the Sterling Area.

3. Thus we are brought face to face with the cruclal question: ‘A,
international shopkeepers, whom do Canadians regard as the more im
portant to our trade—the American salesmen, or the British customers?

4. There is a section of opinion which holds that our Americay
sources of supply are more important than are our British markets; iy
cother wirds, that the American salesmen are more important than 'm.
British customers. But if this view is to be practical, we must find in
the U. S. a market for the things which we now sell to the Sterling
Area; ~there is NO other way in which we can maintain employment
and jncome in-Canada. '

5. Are there American markets for our agricultural produce? 'Thy
first factor, and one which is frequently overlooked in Canada, is that
the United States itself has been shipping vast quantities of agricu}
tural products to Europe and other parts-of the world, The high price
and shortages in America, (which for the past three or four years would
have made the U. S. a lucrative market for Canadian farimers), have
been created by these huge American exports. But American overseas
markets for foodstuffs and grains rapidly are drying up. When thoss
markets are gone, and they will terminate with the Marshall Plan,
America will have large, unsaleable surpluses of all the grains, botk
bread-grains and feed-grains. There will be no room in the American
market for Canadian grain.

6. Is there a market for our meat? American meat-herds reach.
ed gheir minimum about two years ago but they now are rapidly being
increased, and thé abundant stipplies of American corn (maize) give the
American cattle-raiser an immense advantage over his Canadian counter-
part. There is no reason to believe that there will be any appreciable
American market for Canadian cattle, beyond a limited market for
“feeder” stock, and we know from experience that even this market
might be closed at the critical moment, when it would hurt the Can.
adlan ‘producer most. ,

7. With regard to pork and pork products, it is sufficient comment
to note that, instead 6f our being able to export pork to the U. S. mar-
ket, the U, S, is trying to sell pork to Canada, and the Canadian Gov-
ernment within the last few days has found it necessary to re-impose

bans upon the importation of American pork into Canada.

8. ‘That important Maritime crop, potatoes, is another example ot
rising  surpluses of American farm products. The Canadian Govern:
ment's export ban on potatoes was imposed at the request of Washin,
ton, and to forestall action by the American Government. '

9. Similar conditions surround all other Canadian farm products
of which we have exportable surpluses. Indeed, the American farm pre-
ducts “price-support” policy, just re-inforced by Mr. Truman’s re-eles
tion, makes it imperative for U. S. to shut out Canadian farm product’
whenever it even apj that there may be an American surplus. I
they did not do so. they, in effect, would be using the American tax-

‘payer’s money to support Canadian farm-prices.

10. What then of an American market for Canadian manufactures?
The shortages in the U. S, created by the needs for European recon-
siruction, have obscured the facts concerning manufactures also. The
American labour force—those actually engaged in production—has ine
creased more than 50% since 1939, and now stands at 64 millions, whils}
the population has increased only 12%; in/other words, there now are
more producers in. proportion to the population than before the war.

11. . 'The mechanical-plants at the disposal of American industry have
been similarly increased; e.g., steel capacity, despite the present short.
age, has been increased 63% over pre-war. Large increases’ in capacity
for the production of machinery, tools, electrical goods, cloth, rubber,
and many other items, also have been achieved in excess of population
expansion.

12. Further, the capital-equipment installations, the training of th

huge working-force, and the creation of trained executive staffs, a

have been achieved as a charge upon war-costs. As a result, peace-
time production In America is free of these charges, and thus in a
substantially stronger position competitively.

13.  These circumstances all combine to give the United States »
productive capacity — agriculturally and {pdustrially — far in exces
of America’s peace-time domestic requirements, and a competitive power

‘exceddlnig that of “any other' nation. Giveh dny’ reasonable period of

peace, the United States will be seeking markets for herself in all fields;
not providing markets for others. It is beyond reason to assume thal
the United States would be prepared to provide employment for Cane
adians whilst Americans stood unemployed.

YOUNG CURLING CHAMPIONS LOST, ONE SKIRT

ARBORG, Man. — (OP) .—When | - BRANTFORD, Ont. —(CP) -
Michael Zacharczuk returned home |Lost, ,one skirt. Mrs. Danie] Ls-
with his rink after  winning the |fave of Grand Rapids, Mich., ap-
Manitoba high school  curling | pealed to the citizens of Brantford
championship .the whole town turn- | to .Jook for a skirt she lost while
ed out to welcome the . winners, A | passing through here by autco- §
community banquet was arranged bile. It was a present—and had
to honor the: occasion. never been worn.
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