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“None whatever. I heard you
but couldn’t see you. I was afrald
yout might be Mr. Blacksnake. I
don% like that fellow.” replied
Striped Chipmunk.

‘Has he been around  here
lately?” asked Cresty hopefully.
Anyway he sounded hopeful to
Striped Chipmunk,

“I haven't seen him so far this
spring, ad I don’t want to see
him. Striped C(hipmunk  spoke
sharply. There was no doubt what-
ever that he meant just what he
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stone wall. Have you seen any of
his cousins, the Green Snakes, the
Garter Snakes, the Milk Snukes,
Bluffer the Adder?”

“No I haven't, and what is more
I den’t want to see any of them,”
Striped Chipmunk interrupted. “I
don't like any of the family. They
give me an uncomfortable feeling
What do you want of them?” he

‘T would take it home and sur-
prise Mrs, Cresty. She would be
so pleased.” replled Cresty.

“But what would she do with
it?” Striped Chipmunk was still
puzzled.

“Use it in our nest of course
That is all it needs.” replied
Cresty.

“Well, of all things!" exclaimed
Striped Chipmunk.
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THE BETTER CHANCE

It is a too-conymon sight to
see a declarer pin his hopes to a
certain finesse, when, by ex-
ploiting the possibilities in a dif-
ferent suit, he would have doubled
or even tripled his chances.. To-
day’s deal offers a typical illus-
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and put in the ten-spot. He never
recovered from that bit of mis-
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