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8TH CONTINGENT OF CANADIANS LANDS IN U. K.

Seasickness Was
Troublesome But

No Subf_ Sighted

45,000 Italians
Wounded in War

Against

Captured Officers reveal trials
of Fascists; Food scarce and
no reinforcements sent.

e

Closer cooperation of Japan with
her Axis partners was forecast fol-
lowing the appointment of Baron

Kiichito Hirapuma, above, to tne
important cabinet po.ﬁt of Home
secretary, Baron Hiranuma has

been called Japan's leading Fascist.

Greeks

By Max Harrelson
Associated Press Staff Writer

ATHENS, Dec. 26 —(AP) —It-
aly’s ill-starred war against Greece
has cost the Fascists 5,000 men in
wounded alone since the campaign!
began Oct. 28, captured Italian of-|
ficers estimated tonight as the
Greeks thrust ahead through mud
and snow- north and northwest of
Chimara, Albania.

The officers, talking to corres-
pondents at the front, made no esti-
mate of the Italian -dead, but said
the toll was extremely high.

One Blackshirt major reported
his battalion lost one-third of its
men in two weeks and received no
reinforcements. Others made similar
statements.

Ttalian prisoners arriving in Ioan-
nina, Greece, were described as be-
ing in apitiful state, many of them
barely able to walk as the result
of illness, frost bite or hunger.

One captured ofNicer said his
men, surrounded in the Chimara
region, were almost without food,
even bread being scarce.

A Lieutenant-Colonel said
bitter weather was causing severe
suffering and that many Italian
battalions were reduced from 700
men to 200 because of losses. He
said many of his own men died of
the cold and many were sent back
to hospitals because of frostbite.

The fighting today was described
by the Greeks as of a local nature,
but the battle for Tepeleni and
Klisura in the central sector con-
tinued.

The Greek spokesman said that

the

Reds tell of
Mystery fire
In Rumania

MOSCOW, Dec. 26—(CP)=—
Reports of a mysterious fire at
the Bucharest airport anad
mounting death rate among
children of Rumania appr'r\rcd
in the Russian Press tonight.

The government organ Iszvse-
tia said the airport fire is being
fnvestigated by Rumanian of-
ficials. Newspapers here pre-
viously have protrayed as sab-
otage reported explcsions and
fires in Rumanian oil f'elds.

Pravda said fonr out cf every
10 children in Pumania were
dying of tuberculosis and mal-
nutrition, and in a like vein
Tzvestia published a survey pur-
perting to show extreme pov-
erty and suffering among Ru-
wanirn peasants.

The army newspaper, mean-
while interpreted formption of
a German - Ttalian - Japanese
mixed commission to execute
terms of the Axis triple alliance
as a “reply to the new Roose-
vell plan for aid to Fngland.”
Tha appointment of Viscount
x »s new Ambesstder to
ed Siates was viewed as “a
sten {o sSa¥firthen forther Am-
erican co-opneration,” both polit-
ically and mititarily,

4 north and northwest of

lOne dead in

Naval Barracks
Fire at Halifax

HALIFAX, N. 8., December
26. — (CP) — Naval authorities
here were faced tonight with
the problem of housing several hun=
dred. Royal Canadian Navy seamen,
tv;;l;xlosc barracks were razed bv fire

ay.

One seaman, as yet unidentified,
was burned to death in the fire,
while seven others were taken to hos=

90 minutes, three buildings, three-
sfégv wooden structures, were lev-
elled.

Naval officials pald tribute to the
work of the citv fire department for
its work in preventing further
spread of the blaze. des
naval ratings, men from a neigh=
boring dockyard and from ships in
the harbor formed amateur bucket
brigades and worked side by side
with the firemen.

Fanned by a north wind, the fire
threw sparks which travelled a mile,
and men had to be posted at other
buildings to prevent them from
burning.

Ranking naval officers worked
with the seamen in arousing the
sleeping meh, and removing stores
from nearby buildings threatened

thesc are being by the Ca

dis

CANADA DELIVERS THE GOODS

for use at home and abroad.

An army transport vehicle from a Cznadian factory as it is loaded
for shipment to Great Britain at an East Coast port. Hundreds of
automet.ve industry daily

British double
Guard on misty
Channel coast

LONDON, Dec. 26 —(AP)
Britain doubled the number of her
guards along the misty channel
coast today and men patrolled ev-
ery beach against the possibility of
a German attempt ab invasion.

Fears that the two-day Christ-
mas holiday from death had been
used by the Nazis to cloak prepara-
tions for such a spring across the
channel were expressed by unof-
ficial but well-informed quarters.

Military circles said there was ‘no
change” in the situation along the
coast. Nevertheless troops carrying
machine-guns kept a ceaseless sur-
veillance, coastal traffic was halted
by barricades, drivers and passen-
gers were searched and uniformed
soldiers and sailors were required
to present identification cards.

The Strait of Dover was calm,

One informant said that the ab-
sence of British aerial activity over
the continental invasion ports had
given the German staff 48 hours
to assemble troops, material and

by the flames.

times during the fire, but no official
explanation was given. Some navy=
men suggested boilers had burst in
the basements of the barracks.

Police said the discipline of the
men was outstanding, and many in
the upper floors calmly awaited
their turn to make their way to
safety by rope ladders,

Two of the buildings were com-
paratively new and were regarded as
temporary structures while the
third was an old acquatic club con-
verted to accommcdate additional
seamen flowing into this port.

Three naval oficers recovered the
bedy which was burned beyond re-
copnition. A list of the injured was
xtxicn made pub’ic by naval authori-

es.

An investigation will open tomor-
row momming, S. S. Wright, fire
marshal for Nova Scotia, will con-
duct the inquiry with naval author-
ities.

Chimara
“Italian trocps suffered another
defeat,” and *“‘the enemy was thrown
back on his abandoning line, which
he held.”

A new mountain height was tak-
en by the Greeks there, the spokes-
man Ssaid.

During a Greek mopping-up op-
eration in the Drinos River reg- |
ion, he said: “We captured five of- |
ficers and 65 men belonging to five |
different units of three different
branches of arms. This is evidence
of the confusion prevailing in the
enemy ranks.”

(Reports reaching the Yugoslay
border town of Bitolj said Greek
patrols had pushed into the village
of Lin, on Lake Ochrida, 15 miles
north of Pogradetz on the road to
the central Albanian city of El-
basani.)

Deny Italian
Marine killed

SHANGHAI, Dec.

27— (Friday)
—(AP)—United States marine of-

Neut};I—_Eire
Finds losses heavy

NEW YORK, 26— (AP)—
Eire wants to buy weapons from
the United States to help main-
tain her neutrality, Prime Minis-
ter De Valera said in a Christmas
message :

Addressing the United States in
a broadcast from Dublin by Col-
umbia Broadcasting System, Mr
D¢ valera said Eire had proclaim=
ed its intention of staying out of
the war, but had greatly strength-
eved its army and other lines of
defence.

“We want for these forces the
best equipment we can get, and
we are, of course, ready to

pay for what we get,” he said.
Stocks of food and raw materials
«are being steadily exhausted” by
the blockade of the islands, and
De Valera asked Americans “to

help us, should the blockade grow
tgihter, to secure the supply of
secure the supply of

tighpér, tlo i

oy¥ people.

'9Eire is blockaded as is probably
no other country, he said. Accumus-
lated stocks of raw materials and

| nied toda unconfirmed
gf;;xs'ts dcfu'i*?ed in gll the Shang- | foodstuffs are being steadily ex-
hai newspapers that an Ttalian | hausted. nd

marine was killed in a Christmas
cve cabaret brawl between Italians

e said many Irish men
wg;lnen have died in Britain and

and United States marines and ﬁl‘?ny Irish sailors have lost their
ailors. es. 5
SqT%r(: American officer also de- “We have sustained heavy ma

terial losses. A large percentage of

d
Small explosions occurred several

By Edward Kennedy
Associated Press Staff Writer

WITH THE BRITISH FORCES
OUTSIDE BARDIA, Libya, Dec. 26
—(AP) — The Italian air force con-
centrated its activity in the Bardia
region today in an attempt to im-
pede the British land forces sur-
rouwnding this Libyan outpost.

Italian bombing in other parts
of the desert was al! a minimum,

The Royal Air Force continued
the tactics it has employed since
the start of the British offensive—-
heavy bombing of Libyan air fields
to keep t:e eénemy on the ground
as much as possible.

Although there was no holiday
truce in this North African fight-
ing, the bombing on both sides ap-
veared to be somewhat diminished
Christmas Day and pioht, pnd Jand
fichting around Bardia was limit-
ed mainly to the artillerv duel, now
in progress five days. The British
hatteries were being strengthemed
cteadily by arrival of new guns.,

The generally greater I‘alian air
activity during the last week, par-
ticularly the rew tactic of eoncen-
tratine the air bombardmen', has
led to a belief amone the British
authorities that a new Ttalisn air
~~mmarder may have taken charge

The situation around Pardia has
mat changed much during the last
few davs, All indicatiors are that
a real British Ariva mill ha ghanad
cpon against the estimated 20,000
I'eYians who arve besiesed thera
Such an operation might well be
the most withering yet undertak-
en in the desert.

Tells of R.AF. |
Raids on Nazis

WORCESTER, Mass., Dec. 26—
(CP)—The Royal Air Force seems
to be over France ‘“all the time”
and has devastated the channel
ports, Bordeaux and other ports,

Italians Seek
To Save Bardia
With Air Force

planes for a great thrust if one was
indeed in pros A
For Britai day was one of

peace, Bombs ne first

Monday morning —fell
but once during the day, on the
Isle of Sheppey in the Thames es-
tuary. Thus an unofficial Christmas
truce was ended. The government
said there was little damage and no
casualties.

Some informed persons here sug-
gested that German troops move-
ments reported in the Balkans Lad
the objective of diverting British

G,

called

sident

London,

want Gardinei's
nesighauon rrom
Rgriculcural Dept.

EDMONTON, Dec.
—Resignation
Gardiner,
of Agriculture, and reconstitu-
tion of the Canadian
Board to provide direct
resentation for producers,

for in a

of the

of Hon.
Federal

26— (CP)
James
Minister

Bacon
rep-

are
statement is-

sued by Henry G. Young, pre-
Alberta general
membership section of the Co-
operative Commonwealth
eration.

Fed-

Lord Mayer of
London replies
To greetings

The following exchange of - tele-
grams speak for themselves:—

Charottetown, P.E.L,

England:

The corporation an

Dec. 21, 1940.
The Lord Mayor of London,

d citizens of |

Charlottetown, mindful of the das-
tardly assaults you are being sub=-
jected to on behalf of the empire,
salute the people of London and ac-
claim their heroism. While deplor=
ing the wounds you receive on our
pehalf we are happy and proud to
be fellow citizens with you in the
great British Empire, The season's

greetings.

(Sgd.) R, Roy Holman,

Mayor.

London, Dec. 24,
Mayor Chdrlottetown:
Have received with great pleasure
your cable on behalf corporation and
oitizens,  Such sentiments of sym-
pathy and comradeship encourage

attention from the home front, ad-
ding that the Nazis used a similar
straterem before falling upon Bai-
gium and the Netherlands.

If the invasion is to come, it will
be fought largely with British weap-
ons, Sir Walter Layton of the Min-
ister of Supply emphasized in an
interview.

Concentration of
Russians to
Bicck Nazis?

(By Rohert B.

|

Parker, Associated
Press Staff Writer)
BUDAPEST, Dec. 26 — (AP)—
Concentration of Russian forces
along the Rumanian frontier was
reported under way today as Ger-
many poured the initial
300.000 fresh troops into Rumania
and ordered a speed-up in the
RBalkan kinedom’s production

war materials,

A spurt of diplomatic activity in
southeastern European capitals
accompanied this military activity
creating a fresh state of tension in
the Balkans.

The Russian concentrations were
I reported along the Prut River,
| which hecame the dividing line be-
| tween Rumania and Soviet Russia
jafter Moscow obtained Bessarabia
and Northern Bucovina from the

Bucharest Government by ultl-
matum June 27.
i+~ German troops moved ACross

Hungary in special trains with ar-
tillery, hridge-building equipment,
tanks and other motorized vehic-
les. The Hungdrian railway ad-
" ministration announced passenger
service would be ‘“specially re-
stricted” to clear the way for pas-

(Continued on page 17, Col 3)

Ship torpedoed

units of |

of |

'Nursing Sisters

included in new

additions to Canadian Forces

in United

By SAM ROBER )
Canadian Press Staff Writer

SOMEWHERE IN ENGLAND,
Dec. 26.—(CP Cabe)— The eighth
large contingent of Canadian trcons
to cress the Atlantic since the wer
started. bringing the 2nd Division
to full strength, stretched their

land legs in camp todav afterland- |

ing from great grey troopships

which brought them safely, if ture

bulently, from Canada.

None of the reputed scores = of
submarines which Germany boasts,
allied shiping off the
. ventured near the con=
the words of one arriving
‘seasickness was our only

In

more

> Atlantic.
tht contingents of Canadi=-
e made the crossing without
s accident, Like those that

than

) Di

Mai.-Gen. Victor Odlum said:—
“The division is at last comp’ete.

1 am delighted to learn how far ad-

vanzed, the training of the new
in Canada. The
been notable, and

arrivals will fit admir-
the framework of fhe

the

estern nport, where
disembarked. thev were wel-
( representatives of Defence
M ter J. L. Ralston, Lt.-Gen. A.
G. L. MeNaughton, Canadian Corps
Ccmmander.  Canadian  military

}fmukumrlors and the Dominion of-
ice.

score of nursing sisters were

1edical unit reinforcements.
on of Christmas was not
as the ships ploughed
buffeting seas, Padres in
eligious services.
trip to camp after

dis=

/

embarkat did not allow for a
festive C tmas dinner, but at
camp tod the Boging Day menu

y and the trimmings.

included

AT EMBARK
3y DOU
Canadian Press St
AN EAST COAST /
PORT, Dec. 26.—(CP)—It's a crisp,
sunny December afternoon. and
won't be long before Canada sends
a new contingent of her uniformed
young manhood off to the wars.
The troops have been coming in
by train at intervals for hours,

(Continued on page 7, Col T

Inguest into
West Prince
Death opens

An inquest into the

side opened last

death wer

ed it occurred Christmas night.
Dr. B. W. Tanton of O'Leary, five

miles from

Mountainous seas were en=- |
half-way |

t!

death of Fred
Griffin, 18, son of Mr. and Mrs.
John Griffin of Glengarry, 28 miles

[S night
y. Details concerning the
e vague but it was learn-

the Griffin home, was

Kingdom.
st

KILLED OVERSEAS

Pilot Officer Ross Flewelling of
the R.A F, former Hamilton (Jen-
tral collegeate marksman, has been
killed in a flying accident,
overseas, his mother, Mrs, Margare§
Flewelling, Hamilton, has been in-

| formed. .The young airman was a
son of the late John W. Flewelling,
former Hamilton assessor. He went

to England on a Norweigian
| freighter in May, 1939. and recent-
| Iy completed his training as a pilo}
|in the R.A F. He had been given
ithe task of carrying high-ranking

officials of the R.A.F. on air
| journeys

) e
'Revolt spreads

'In Abyssinia

‘ 26 —(CP) —It=

alians in Abyssinia have to con=
tend with “growing and increasing=-
| ly effective opposition from the
neople they have conquered,” the
British Broadeasting Corporation
said tonight.

“The BBC correspondent in Naire
| obi reports that thousands of Abys-
sinians with secret headquarters in
the forests and hills of Southern
Abyssinia are afttacking their op=
pressors,’ the BBC said.

]
) LONDON, Dec.
|
|

SoAP 1S A
ARTICLE OF USE
NOT A BATH-
WNAMENT

s nied that Italian authorities had Bas been sunk. Short- Malcolm Gibson, Worcester violin- : LRI, Wb - (AR 4

ic i H tain our people in the test- called and when he arrive h )

H officially apologized, but said they | our shipping has been " |ist who has returned to his home jand Sus 3 [ § called and W J it ;
Pleaerd with officially apoloeized, Bty S8 o ine | age of raw materials has MCreas: | forg" aiter 12 years in Europe said |ing time throush which ve are | AN miles off chortly before midnight he fon

ed unemployment and deprived passing. to endure to the certain the young man dead. He said he
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