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 PROWSE BROTHER

ON CHURGH UNION

Notable Ministers Give

Their Views

Iin Response to the Ques-
tion Submitted by the
Christian Cuardian, Ask-
ing What Would Have to
be Changed That a Union
of the Bodies Might be
Consummated.

(Contioued from Saturday)
PRINCIPAL CAVEN,
KNOX COLLEGE, TORONTO.
ou ask me to give my opinion as to
“rhat would need to be removed or
choged (1) in the Methodist and Con-
gegational, and (2) in the Presbyterian
Curches, before uvion oetween these
bdies might be consummated.”
I may not be able to give a very ex-
peit and satisfactory answer to this
iportant question, bat I veature to say
gfew words which have. a' leist, sone
Jation to tae subject of union.
We cannot wonder (il the question
mnion of the evangelical churches
ould come up for earaest discussion.

[In spite of all that may be said to the
contrary, the multiplied divisions of
Protestantism are a reproach and a
weakness. But no attempt to torce
union by any unethical compromiss could
benefit the good cause. Trath must
ever go band in hand with Love.

The first thing, in attempting to ans-
wer such a question as that proposed,
is to estimate aright the difficulties
which stand in the way. These lie
mainly in the diversity of polity and
doctrine in the churches named ; to some
exXtent, pcrhaps, in the spaecial types of
religious life formed in the several
churches. Congregationalism is clear-
ly differential from Presbyterianism.
and Arminianism from Calvinizm. More
need not be said to suggest the exist-
eace of difficalty in effecting wnion.

It is hopeless to seek union by the
method of any one of these churches
arguing the others into full acceptance
of its position. Careful and unbiased
consideration of the questions which lie
between churches is indeed commend-
able; but there is no immediats pro-
spect of unioa being brought about by
change of view oathe pari of any of
these churches.

Perhaps the actual differences between
churches are often exaggerated when
we merely take into account their
anthoritative statements of doctrine and
policy. Equal importance shoald bs at-
tached to the teaching and tone of the pul-
pit, and to the religious character which
18 the result. It may be found that the
teaching which is really moulding the life
and nourishing the soul 10 these churcbes
is more alike than the Formaularies or
Confessien.

1n methods of procedure ths differ-
ence between these churches is not very
geeat. The Mcthodist Church is essent-
ially Presbyterian in polity. In large
measure the pcactical working of Con-

gr- gatiovalism and Presbyterianism is
the same. So far as the work of &
united church is coocerned. there
appears io bs no insuperable hindrance
to union ia the matier of churck govera-
ment. Tha Presbyterian would perhaps
claim more explicit scr:ptural warrauot
for caurch goveromeat than the
Methodist deems necessary; and iB
diseussing the constitution and polity of
the churca in the abstract, the Congre-
gationalists woald part company with
tue Presbyterian; yetit seems not
impossible that, in regard to scriptural
sanction for church  procedure, a
sufficient statement could be made
which would be practically adeqaate,
and which all could honestly aczept.

- The matter of doctrine sesms to
present greater  difficulty.  The
Presbyterian Charch is Calvicistic, and
the Methodist Church, it may be pre-
sumed, could not sub-cribs to the West.-
minster Confession or the Heidelberg
Catechism. A docirinal formula, which
both coald accep*, must be neither
Arminian nor Calvinistic; the gquestion,
therefore, seems to be whether a doct-
rinal basis of this neutral kind would be

adequate; whither on both  sides, it
would be regarded as rendering
sufficient homage to the trath of

Scr:pture; and whether a united churca
could. in its - teaching, properly keep
withia the limits of such creed.
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rof the pu'pit, in either church? Such
at least, seems to be the rule. No

charge is here suggested acainst the
ministry of either church of not believing
its creed ; but more and more the earnest
preacher finds himself on common evan.
gelical ground, in presentiug the greas
facts and verities of ths Christian faith.
The Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene
Creed coustitutean imperfe ct statement
ot fundamental scrip:ural doctrine; but
may it not be that some otner symbols
go teo much into details ?  Propesitioas
may betrue, and logically of much con-
sequence, which should neot enter into
the bond, eitter of church fellowship er
ministerial fellowship. The queéston is
highly important, How far is the church
warranted to go in the defisition of the
doctrine to which her ministers— her
public teachers—shou!d give assent?
Clearly the church may err either by
defect of defiaition or by excess. Lst
this matter be faithfully and earnesty
considered.
There is a form of wnion which is re-
ceiving, in som3 quarters, a measurs of
attenton— waat 18 termed Federal
Union. " Uader this descrip:ion of uaion
the autonomy of the several constituents
would be laroely preserved; it wculd
therefore bsnecessarily very different
from incorporating union. Seme type
of federation might be effecied between

-the threa churches-here reférred to with-

Obviously it would be a serionus mat-

church in op:n conflizt with the doe-
trine of anotaer class, touching things
said to b2 highly lmportant Such
diver:ity of teaching within a church is
not indead, unexampled ; but it does not
tend to edification.

But may it not be safely affirmed that

the doctinal! differences between Meth-
odism and Presbyteriinism are not made
prominent ia the ordinary misistrations

Anvils
Vises
Bellows
Pincers

Kearney & Root’s Files and

[hese Files and Rasps are acknowledged by the world over as being the best. made and we

will replace a defective one free of charge.

BLACKSMITH'S SUPPLIES

Rasps

Horse Nails
Caulk Steei
Horse Shoes
Bar lron

out requiring the same degree of doc-

tar to have oae class of teachers in 4| frival adjusiment which would have te

be made in connection vith a more com
plete union,

At the presenl time the Methodist
Church of Canada and the Presbyterian

 Church in Canada have appointed large

committees te consider whether some
sort of ¢court” or *council” might . be
tormed, in order to desal with cerfain

important prastical watters of common
iaterest to taese churcaes. . Should umny

such step be finally taken, we should
have a Federa! Union of a Iimited kind.

No doctrinal difficulties need interpose
in forming an arrangement or league of
this nature -

The Christ'an heart lcnge or u ion to
the largest extent possible, and is not
willing unduly to magnify difficulties or
errcet barriers. Itis, I think, certan
teat the state of things which we behold
—many churches on tha same territory,
ali holding the substaace of the evan-
gelical doctrive. and stiiving to do the
entire work of 2 chue1—is not the ideal
condition of the church, even on earth;
and that we should not acqujesee in it as
final. Can noth'ng bz done towards
securing mere psrfzc. fellowsh’p among
the disciples of Chris?, and str ugthen-
ing the testimony which they bear to
t1is name ?

CHA\CELLOR BURWASH.

VicTtoriaA UNIVERSITY.
I think the question you propose is
larcely aoswered by the fac.s of rcc2nt
relizious history. Fifty years ago tke
organic union of the Presbyterian
Congregational and Methodist Churches
was scarcely sericusly contemp'a‘ed.
We werethen just aboutat the end of
the age of polemies, boh as to doctrine
and church polity, and eaech man be-
lieved, with all eonfidence, that his
sys'em of doctrine and of church polity
and that.alone, was imperatively pre-
seribed by aunthority of Scripture. The
methods ot all our schools, both in dog-
matics and polity, were based npon this.

A system was propounded, and then
maintained by scriptare proofs.

About this time two new theological
sciences began to find their way. into
our schoo's ; viz History of Doctrine and
Biblieal Tbeology The fruitful princi-
pie of develepment or evolution was
alsoapplied in theology, especially
in the construction of these new sciences.
Qur various dogmatic systems, as well
as individual doctrines, were traced
back to their ovigin in the history of
the church, and the various elements,
biblical, philosophical and accidental,
which contributed to their formati>n
were clearly pointed out. The final

[Continued on The Sixth Page.]
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now for 75c. a pair.

for 50 cents a pair.
Men’s Overshoes - -
Women's Overshoes -
Boys’ Hockey Boots -
Mens Hockey Boots
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You can’t always -

of buying so cheap

But the balance of o
will positively be closed out at half price.
A few Men’s Ulsters and Sults at your own

Men’s Underclothing a,t clearmg prices,

Boots and Shoes

A lot of Ladies’ Fine Dongola Boots = 51 b
worth from $1.25 to $1.85 all will go :

A lot. of Women’s Strong Boots

$1.00
.90
1.35
1.65
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stock of Boys, Smts.

%

LD & Co

—

The Best is Noxne too Good
For our Patrons.

Having the largest stock to select from, an established reputation for fig
style and workmanship is surely sufficient inducement for you to have your

clothing made by us.

Cordon &.

Upper QuPen St.

Bargains in Suits, Trousers and Overcoats.
Bargains in Gentlemen’s Furnishings.

Winter Goods must be cleared out to make room for Spring importations

SIXTUS McLELLAN,

McLellan.'

Men S Outﬁtter&

THE MECHAN

tition.

undersold by any one in the trade.

GEO. W- ROBINSON

March2 4’98 lamw 1yr

Have on hand a full supply of all kinds of lumber, manufactured from
the rough, which they are prepared to sell at prices that will defy compe-

Estimates on ~ontracts furnished at short nctice.
build will save money 'oy consulting us, as we are determined not to be
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“ARC LIG
Burn it in a lamp alongsxde

Be unprejudiced in your Judgment and you will s

buv only “Arc Light,”
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