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Missing Information

Exchange difficulties are cited as the rea-
son why in 1949 Britain is to receive from Can-
ada less bacon, and fewer eggs, and no more
cheese than in 1948. This point, however, has
not been clarified and leaves much unexplain-
ed’ There is some curiosity also as to why our
contracts with Britain for these purchases need
the approval of a United States organization,
ond what connection the transactions have with
Canada’s part in the Marshall Plan, or ERP, as
it is now usually called.

The facts gs given by Agriculture Minister
Gardiner are that next year Canada vill send
160 million pounds of bacon to Britain, as against
195 million in 1948. Egg deliveries will drop
even mecre sharply, from seventy-four to forty-
<ix million dozen. Our exports of cheese to Brit-
ain will stay unchanged at fifty million pounds.

“No one will suppose for a moment that
the decreases are due to any falling off in.
British requirements,” says the Globe and Mail.
“The bacon ration in Britain is still two or
three thin rashers a week; and the Londoner
or Glaswegian who gets two eggs @ month is
fucky. As for the weekly cheese ration, it still
makes about two moderately nourishing sand-
wiches. Whatever the reason for cutting down
Canadian shipments, it certainly cannot be
that the British had too much.

"The explanation, as every one can see, is
Britain’s shortage of cash. Canada’s reason for
not sending the British the minimum quantities
they need is that they canont pay in United
States dollars. Yet in this business relationship
Britain is not exactly a deadbeat. Everything
sent from Canada this year, every pound of
bacon and dozen eggs, has been paid for on
the nail; by British exports to Canada, or by
United States payments from ERP funds. Can-
oda has not supplied Britain with a dollar’s
worth of food on credit this year. And Canada
has made no provision for focd credits to Brit-
gin in 1949, That is the meaning of Mr. Gar-
diner's announcement as far as we can see.

" #Canada should look at this as @ commer-
cial proposition. Muny Canadians would con-
cede on emotional grounds and because of Brit-
ain’s unequalled szrvices in the war, that our
country owes a special debt to the British peo-
ple. Canada has in foct acknowledged that in
the past. But, leaving this factor out of account,
the positicn is that our most reliable customer
rcquires certain supplies from us, was able to
pay for them this year with United States help,
needs credit next year and is refused it.

“Mr. Gardiner himself promised the farm-
ers of Canada a system which would assure
markets and stobilize prices by long-term agree-
ments with ‘Britain, Now we find that Canada’s
food contracts with the British Government, far
from being based cn any such policy, need the
endorsement of the Economic Co-operation Ad-
rainistration, the American ofticial body handling
aid to Eurspe under ERP. This can mean oniy
one thing — that the Amercan Treasury 15
prepcred to put up the money, or some gf .u,
or the geods Canada is shipping to Britain;
ard that Canada is making absolutely sure of
its United States dollars before loading any

ips.

Shp”Whut is needed from a Federal Minister,
Mr. Gardiner or someone eise, is a candid state-
ment about Canada’s part in ERP and the amount
of credit, if any, Canada proposes to extend *o
Britain and other countries in difficulties. In-
credible though it sounds, no statement has yg?
ccme from Ottawa, The country is engaged in
international  transactions, with hnlf-u_cknow-
leiged American aid, about which Purhqmgnt
ond tie public have no knowledge. T,l:e missing
information should be given at once.

University Training

In his Rede lecture at Cambridge on “"Uni-1
versities and the State” Sir Walter Moberly dis-
cussed several problems which face modern uni-
versities. His main theme was the plea for aca-
demic freedom, justified by the services of the
university to the whole community. In 1900, he
said, the financial support extended by the state
to British universities was trifling in amount;
in the inter-war period it formed one-third of
their total income; and in future it would amount
to about two-thirds.

“Obyviously this had given the Government
o formidable weapon for establishing control
of university policy, if it were minded to use
it and if, in so doing, it were supported by public
opinion . . . To demand academic freedom was
simply a way of saying that we got the bes.t
vesults in education and research if we left their
management to people who knew  something
about them. It was said that he who pays the
piper calls the tune. But the cogency of that doc-
trine varies with the piper. If you were engag-
ing Toscanini and his orchestra you would do
well to leave to him the major voice in deciding
the programme.”

In discussing state interference, Sir Walter
was pointing to a possible danger in the future
rather than to an immediate problem. But he
was dealing with an actual grievance, in Can-
ada no less than in Britain, when he discussed
“attempts by the community to make the uni-
versity its maid-of-all work.” Commenting on
this phase of the question, the Winnipeg Free
Press says:

“The growing tendency to judge courses by
standards of mere utility may lead to a univer-

sity becoming no more than o glorified trade
school. One of the main purposes of any uni-
versity must be its devation to the humanities,
to studies which relate to the disinterested pur-
suit of knowledge, and to its concern with mat-
ters which are not often debated i the mar-
ket-place or rewarded there. In short, a univer-
sity worthy of the name will glory in being ‘ac
ademic’ and will honor the spirit of learning
by wearing this term of reproach as an acco-
lode. These axioms of scholarship apply with
special force to Canadian universities, still en-
gaged in building up their traditions and striv-
ing, for the maintenance of values too often
ignored or misunderstood by the general com-
munity.” ,

EDITORIAL NOTES

City footpaths now more than

gritty.

slippery

* kW oW

Togay church bells ring out. for the christen-
ing of H.R.H. the Prince Andrew (?) of Edinburgh.
* * * *

If everybody kept his own footpath clean
what an exceptionally pleasant place Charlotte-
town would be at this season of the year.

- L] *

The upset at the Federal by-election of Dig-
by-Annapolis must be causing Liberal leaders
“furiously to think” about that forgotten man
between elections, the long sutfering taxpayer.

» - L *

A policeman on a beat, like Constable Dowl-
ing, does more in promoting law and order, and
respect and fear of the law, than all the many
cautionary addresses put together.  The eyes

have it over the ears.

* = %

Recently our railway trains have been arriv-
ing very much on schedule time, but it is satis-
factory to find the powers-that-be at Moncton
instructing superintendents and master-mechan-
ics to see that this be maintained through the
coming winter whether it be stormy or otherwise.

* * *
According to News of the Week the best
judgment in diplomatic quarters is that General
de Gaulle probably will come to power in France
not later than the end of July; and that Eire
is among the most enthusiastic advocates of
Western European federation.

" * L2
The site for the new Federal building may
still be in dispute tih after the general
election. There are seemingly too many votes,
and rents for government offices, at stake for
the authorities to arrive at a definite pre-elec-

tion decision.

[

Canada’s leading role in defence research,
with British and Amercun experts looking to
Ottawa for the latest developments, is by no
means on cnviable one. It springs from the fact
that in any foreseeable conflict this country will
be itselt the theatre of operations.

. o w

The Order-in-Council purporting to give the
Royal assent to the Culien Amendment has
been held by the courts to have had no such
ctfect. It is too late for this particular ruling
to have any practical sequel, but it should show
the Government that merely passing an Order-
in-Council does not necessarily make any change
in the law.

« x y
Labour Minister Mitchell has explained that
puy of the Reserve Forces of the Armed Ser-
vices is disregarded so far as the Unemployment
Insurance Act is concerned. It neither has the
cffect of putting an employee’s earnings over
the ceiling of $3,120 a year nor of classifying
him as being employed.

* -

“There's only one absolutely sure way not
to have an army revolt” declared the Government
of Costa Rica. “That is not to have an army.”
This simple but revolutionary policy was put
into effect the other week by provisional
President Jose Figueres. Ten days later his Re-
public was invaded, and having no army to re-
pel the invasion, he had to appeal to other Re-
publics to send to his rescue. Appeasement does
not work when aggression is all about.
* » *

Gregory Rasputin, Russian “healer”, killed
this date 1916. Born in 1871 he was a dissolute,
ignorant peasant until his conversion in his
34th. year, when he became a lay monk in the
Greek Church. He then visited Mt. Athos, Jerus-
alem, Kiev, Moscow and Petrogad, where he be-
came known as “healer.”” He obtained great in-
fluence over the Tsarina, and through her played
an important political role, becoming one of the
"dark forces” which led to the revolution and
massacre of the Imperial family. Lured to a sup-
per party by Prince Yussupov Sumarokov El-
sten, a nephew of the Czar, he was shot, and
his body buried beneath the ice of the Neva.
He was the author of My Thoughts and Reflec-
tions published in 1915 which describes his pil-
grimage.

* X * W

Hundreds of inquiries have been received
by the Hudson's Bay Company in London about
training for trading post jobs in the Arctic. One
was a circus performer who said he used to
train animals and thought he’d make a good fur
post manager. But the company said preference
goes to Scotsmen between 18 and 23 and par-
ticularly those who have never lived outside the
Highlands. “Physically and mentally they are
best suited for life and work in these isolated
posts,” said a company official. He added that
cnce they leave the Highlands and get a taste of
theatres and football matches, they are “spoil-
ed” for the isolated life of the north. Eight High-
land Scotsmen recently left Scotland to take up
Arctic posts for the company. They will be fol-
lowed by another 20 soon 7o be chosen. All must
agree- to stay single for the next three years
while training to value furs braught in by Eski-
mo and Indian trappers and to handle the com-
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THE NETTLE

of questions

With seed the sowers scatte
The forrows as they go.
Poor lads, 'tis little matter
How many sorts they sow,
Sir, — Bringing the list of long- | For only one will grow.
evity candidates up to date — all
90 or over — we now have: The charlock on the fallow
V Will take the traveller's eyes,
1. Mrs. William Smith, New- And gild the ploughland sallow
ton Cross . With flowers before it dies,
. Donald MacKinnon, North But twice 'twill not arise.
River
. Mrs. Sarah Tamiyn, Sum-
merside
. Mrs. Elizabeth MacKenzie,
Charlottetown
. Miss Teresa Reid.
lottetown
. Thomas Henderson,
Creek
. Mr. George Auld, Winsloe
. Mrs, George Auld, Winsloe
Prank Sanderson, North
River
. Mrs.
Howlan
. Mrs. Melirna MacDonald,
St. Peter's
2. Angus MacKinnon, City
. Miss Sagah Nelson, City
. Dr. RJ. MacDonald, St.
Peter's 00
. Mrs. Harrie
Granville
. Mrs. Duncan
Churchill
. Mr. Wallace
North Carleton
Mr. Robert Furness Vernon
. Mr. George Turner, Win-
sloe Road
. Angus Cameron,
River -
. Robert MacDonald,
aud .
. Miss Catherine McConn-
ack, S.H. Home
. Mrs. Charles
Montrose
. Mrs. Mary McCaull, Eller-

The stinging nettle only

Will still be found to stand:
The numberless, the lonely,
The thronger of the land,
A‘The leaf that hurts the hand.

Char-
It thrives, ccme
ers;

Blow east, blow west, it springs;
It peoples towns, and towers
Above the courts of Kings;
And touch it and it stings.

—A. E. Housman,

Long sun, ccme shows

Gaspard Arsenault,

Christmas Cards
By The Billions
By J. P. McE:)—y_ in

Review of Literature
Years ago Christmas

(a) candles that had been burn-

running all over the place. (b)
58 camels alone, (c) camels with Wise

Men on them, (d) Wise Men lead-
ing camels, (e) bells, () a row of
medieval dead-end kids (carol-
singing waifs) lined up under a
lighted window holding a roll of
wallpaper and saying “Ah!”

But “the Art attracts — the
Sentiment sells,” say the

0!

Crap-

Pridham, more attractive. This year's Christ-

or reproductions ranging from

S.H. Home

. Mrs. John McAulay, Souris

. Mr. George Younker, Brack-
ley

. Mr. Joseph Younker, Win-
sloe Road

. Mrs. Charlotte Hogg Tra-
vellers Rest

. Mrs. John Kilbride, Rich-
mond

. Marcus Ferguson,
ton g

. Edmund Welsh, Summer-
ville 1

. James Ben
Summerville

tion (there are more than 100 pub-
lishers) and avid the demand for
novelty (more than 1,500 million
Christmas cards will be brought
this year), there is no letup in the
pressure for something newer and
better.

The biggest company in the
business today is Hall Brothers of
Kansas City, Mo, who make 1,000.-
000 Hallmark greeting cards a day
and have salesmen calling on some
15,000 dealers with 5,000 different
greetings “for all occasions.” In-
cidentally, you <#n buy ‘“Mother”
cards for as much as $5. each, but
35 cents is top for Pop. No com-
ment. h

They seem lo succeed very nice-
Jy. People mail more than 3,000
million greeting cards a year—
—$100,000,000 for postage to carry
them. The Big Five—Hallmark,
Gibson, Rusteraft, Vo\and and
Norcross — will reluctantly admit
it is a $100.000,000 industry and
more—but how much more they
won't tell you, nor what their re-
spective slices are.

About half of the greeting cards
produced are Chrtistmas cards.
Valentine, Taster, Mother's Day,
Father’s Day, Thanksgiving, and
New Year cards account for about
10 percent. The remaining 40 per-
cent. are called Everyday in the
business.

The new Valentines, like the
women's fashions, have taken on
that New Look, which is really the
old peek, The long skirts are back
and lace fans and demure glances.

This year's Christmas cards
have been on their way since
February, 1947, ‘when they started
as poetic throbs in the feverish

T am. Sir, etc.,
UNCLE JOE
Sir, — T would like to add the
name of Mrs. Robert Wares of
Wheatley River to your longevity
hst. Mrs. Wares will be 96 next
March.
I am, 8ir, etc.

INTERESTED READER

Sir,—1 have three names to add
to your longevity column. They
are: Mrs. Willlam Waddell of
Mount Tryon who will be 93 on
Dec. 31st., Mrs, Edward Leard of
North Tryon will be 92 on Feb.
22nd., and Mr, Jim Leard of Bor-
den will be 91 on Jan, 1st.
1 am, Sir, etc.

MRS. WALTER WOOD.
Mount Tryon.

CAPETOWN, South Africa —
(CP)~Two luxury hotels intended
mainly for motor tourists in the
Western Province are to be erect-
ed on the new national road be.
tween Paarl and Worcester. One 1s

pany's merchandising oftairs.

il i

to cost £45,000 ($180,000) and the

other £30.000. | btalns «of greeting-card writers.

-
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"§ Old Charlottetown
(And P. E. L)

WINTER FARE

In Winter our merchants warm
their stores and deck their win-
dows in invitation to the grain-
loaded traveller; and the solid
farmer opens his barns to supply
 the demands of the speculator and
trader in his produce. The fox, the
otter and the bear, the minx, the
muskrat and sable, become objects
of value to the hunter,.and matters
of competition with the storekeep-
er; and homespun cloth and socks,
flannels, and a lot of minor art-
icles, swell at this season the sub-
jects of bartering conversation; and
by these means bring, as it were,
Manchester and Birmingham, and
Sheffield, and Liverpool, and the
West Indies, and all the outside
goods-producing cities of other
countries within reach of their in-
dustry, to the benefit and satisfac-
tion of the thrifty and well-to-do of
Prince Edward Island. . . .

card de- all kinds are killed,
signs were pretty well limited to cleaned, furnishing during the op-

¢
95 ing a considerable time and were'

dealers
and every year the art has grown and then another layer of ussorted
| frozen joints and birds, until all are
mas cards will include superb col-l
}surmounted with more snow, and
Raphael to Matisse to Grant Wood |
to Dall. 8o keen is the competi-;

There are two ways of supplying

) the table at this season—by de-
;pendem‘e on the market, and de-
ipondencv on one's self.
|pl:\n becomes a necessity indeed,

The, latter

when located far from a market;

ibut it is a right royal plan, and
| offers

: immense opportunities of
culinary enjoyments, reduces your

i stock to its minimum strength, and
Saturday ,at a blow, so to speak, supplles'your

whole Winter's larder. Poultry of

picked, and

eration no end of giblet pies; a
pig and bullock, or fat cow, feel the
slaughterer’s knife in like manner,
and are cut into joints ready for the
table, and set aside to freeze. A
shed is then made secure, and a
space about nine feet by three part-
ed off. In this space about a foot of
snow is shovelled, on which an as-
sortment of joints of meat and poul-
try is thrust, with snow between
cach—then another layer of snow,

safely packed, when the whole is
packed down with the wooden sho-
vel, and left ready for the cook's first
call for fresh meat. All that is re-
quired when a joint is wanted is to

".Chop it out with the axe, and put it

| into a tub of water for a few hours,
(when it is as fresh, sweet, and ten-
der as any epicure need require.

—From “The Progress and Pros-
pects of Prince Edward 1sland,” etc..
1861, by C. Birch Bagster.

DELAYED THAI;;(S

KANSAS CITY, Dec. 9—(AP)—
The Salvation Army yesterday re-
ceived thanks for a Christmas
basket given 35 years ago. A let-
ter from Houston, Tex. contained
$26 and a note reading: “Please
accept tihis small contribution in
appreclation for your thoughtful-
rl‘;.;; R and Christmas basket in

From there they went to the Plan-
ning Department, where they were
compelled to run the gauntlet of
miles of comparative sales statis.
tics to prove that they had sales
appeal —that Me to You magic
ever old and ever new. Then they
went to the Art Department,
where they were wedded to their
designs, And then to Production,

wildering variety of highly tech-
nical operations — engraving, em-
bossing, buffing, bevelling border-
ing, punching, boxing.

Almost a year of this before the
)salesmen got hold of them, The

manufacturcr starts shipping them’

in July, with the hope he can. col-
lect for them in January. At that
time he will have spent two gruel-
ling years with Christmas 1048,
and will be up to his mistletoe
in Christmas 1949,
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The High Cost of Living

iIts Cause and Remedy

\

IV, THE GOVERNMENT'S TRADE PdLIClE}: A PRIMARY
CAUSE OF HIGH PRICES
By
E. L. R. Williamson, M. B. E.

The “findings” of the Special Parliamentary Committee on Prics
Increases were discussed in the first three of these articles. But no dis
cussion of the cost of living in Canada would be complete without an
examination of those causes of the rise in prices which were NOT taken
into account in the Report. It is these factors which will be considered
in this and in subsequent articles.

2. In order to facilitate comparison, the various points to be deal(
with will be discussed in the same order and under the same heading;
as in the previous articles, viz., external prices (a); increased costs of
production (b); increased purchasing power (c); and certain supple-
mentary factors (d).

External Prices (a):

3. In my first article it was demonstrated that the rise of prices
in other countries did not have an appreciable effect on the Canadian
cost of living; it now will be shown that the Government's external trade
policies did play an important part in price rises within Canada.

4. The Government policy having the most important effect was
that of embargoes—the prevention by Government order of goods com-
ing into Canada. These embargoes were imposed on a wide variety of
goods—mostly consumer goods. The reason given was to “save U, §.
dollars” (a subject not within the scope of this article). But in ac-
cordance with the Government's theory of “non-discrimination,” the
embargoes also were applied agjlnst similar imports from the Sterling
Area which required no “dollar” expenditure. This complete stoppage
of all importations of particular types of goods led to such a concentrated
demand upon the stocks on hand, or upon domestic products, that prices
rose to extravagant heights.

5. An excellent example is the Instance of tomatoes which normally
are imported in large quantities from the U. S. When the embargoes
were first imposed, an alternative excellent source of supply was found
in the Bahamas, where tomatoes could have been purchased with the
Sterling funds arising out of our heavily favourable balance of trade with
the Sterling Area; but when the Government embargo was applied to
the Bahamas also, the price of the scanty stocks of tomatoes in Canada
shot up from eight to ten cents a pound, to eighty cents to one dollar a
pound.

6. The fact that the Prices Committee in their fourth “Conclusion”
(page 8) recommended the removal of some import restrictions, indi-
cates that they, also, saw this result of Government policy, although
they gave no further indication of it.

7. The second external trade policy of the Government which has
had an important effect on increasing prices in Canada is the special
259 Excise Tax programme. This also was imposed to reduce con-
sumption of goods, all or part of which had to be purchased with U, S.
dollars. But again, in the name of “non-discrimination,” the tax was
applied also to goods that could be bought with other than U. S, dollars;
including goods wholly produced within Canada.

8. The effect of this tax was to increase the price of a long liat of
consumers’ goods by at least one-fourth the previous price and, where
pyramiding took place, the increase was even more. The ninth recom-
mendation of the Committee (page 10) reveals a knowledge of the effect
of this tax policy, although no other mention is made of it. Because
it is much easier to raise prices than to bring them down again, the re-
moval of the tax will not restore the old price level.

9. The third trade policy of the Government affecting prices is
found in the re-imposition, on January 1st, 1948, of a heavy schedule of
customs duties on imports from the United Kingdom and other areas
entitled to Imperial Preference. These duties had been removed in 1940
and 1941 and their re-imposition, in January last, was an important fac-
tor in the sharp rise which followed in the price of all textiles and
leather goods. .

10. The Government’s recognition of this is shown in the Budget
provision for the removal of the duty on cotton textiles; but the duties
on all other textiles remiain. The Prices Committee made no refer-
ence whatever to customs duties.
11. A fourth trade factor in raising prices has been the Govern-
ment's capital investment subsidy programme. Imports of more than
259 million dollars’ worth of capital goods from the U. S. are directly
attributable to this subsidy programme. These imports contributed
greatly to the heavy adverse balance in Canada's trade with the U. S.
which precipitated the dollar crisis, and gave rise to the whole em-
bargo and quota system of November last. This subsidy was discon-
tinued after March, 1947, but its effect will continue to be felt through-
out 1948 and probably throughout 1949.

12. 1t is thus apparent that Government policy, as regards Can-
ada's external trade, has been the principal factor in the rising cost, te
consumers, of imported goods and of domestic goods which are affected
by the price of imported goods. '

13. There are other phases of Government policy which have had
an important part in raising prices. Among these are indirect taxation,
the subsidization of commercial capital investment, the {increase in
money supply, and the procedure followed in decontrol. These will be
dealt with in subsequent articles. h
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INTRODUCE PASTEURIZATION
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The Age-0id Story

TOFIELD, Alta. — (CP) —Resi-
dents of this municipality 30 miles
east of Edmonton  will be using
pasteurized milk only from now un.
Rate-payers endorsed a by-law
calling for sale of pasteurized mils

Then shall He give the rain to | only,

thy seed, that thou shalt sow the
ground without and bread of the
increase of the earth, and it shall
be fat and plenteous. In that day
shall thy cattle fecd in large past-
ures.

FIRST U. 8. RAILROAD
The first passenger railroad in

the United States — the Baltimore
and Ohio—was established in 1828.
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