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"‘ EE this fellow; what do Yyou think of his
face?”

The speaker was Willlam A, Pinkerton,

present head of the great: detective agency

) that has made the name *“Pinkerton" syn-
onymous with “detective” from Hong Kong to Chi-
cago—and that goes both ways.

I looked at the photograph he handed me. It was
ﬂmt_ot a bald, bearded, roughly dressed man, of mid-
dle age. There was a shifty look about the eyes, a
suBpiclous
ot require much thought to decide that I did not
lke the face.

I ‘don’t like 1t; looks lke a crook,” I hazarded. It
seemed t0 be a safe guess.for one who was talking
Wwith Mr. Pinkerton,

“That’s what he fs,” repled the detective, “and he
doesn’t look any better in this picture, either, does he?"
He handed me another photograph. There was the
same shifty eye, the same cruel lip, the same bald
tonfehéld and stubby beard. The gentleman did not
improve upon acquaintance, and I sald so.

“Here’s another,” sald Mr. Pinkerton, passing over
a third portrait. I was really disgusted by the sub-
Ject’s appearance by this time. Those tricky eyes and
that cold blooded mouth were beginning to affect me
unpleasantly. Y 4

“Wouldn’t iké to meet him in @& lonesome street,
would ’y,ouT' suggested Mr. Pinkerton. I admitted
that I would not. ;

“Don’t know as I would elther—that s, not all of
them. You see, those three pictures are photographs
.of three entirely different men.” Then he laughed.

“You, needn’t feel ashamed of being deceived,” he
continued. . “The likeness would deceive any one,
There 1sn't a detective anywhere in the whole world
who If told to pick up the man whose photograph I first
8howed you would not arrest either the second or the
third if he met either of them and be perfectly sure
that he had the right man. And until very recently
there wag no police department in the world that
wouldn’t have tried to fasten a crime committed by
No. 1 on either No, 2 or No. 8 had they been arrested,
and have been perfectly honest in the attempt.”

“And now”——

“Now it's different,” replied Mr. Pinkerton; *It has
ways 'been known that ‘doubles’ existed. It is an old
saying that ‘every man has his double,’ and there are
plenty of cases where three men, as in these three
pictures, look so much allke that it is impossible to
distingulsh their photographs. But there is one physi-
cal characteristic that every one possesses of which
no double so far as buman experience goes exists.”

*And that 18" ——

“That is the thumb print,” replied the detective.
“See here.” He passed me three small pictures—
mere bloba of black, formless and vague looking af-
falrs, ;

“This is the thumb print of the man whose photo- :
graph- I first showed you. This is the print of the
second man's thumbs, and this of the third., Do you
Ree the Anrercnce 7

dt was as plain as the nose on one's face. The first
man's thumb was coarse grained, with lines and ridges
set far apart and the central whorl of the simplest pos-
eible type. The second man’'s thumb showed very
much finer lines, with a more complicated whorl, while
that of the third bore a transverse scar that confused
the llues and made the impression quite distinet from
either of the others.

It Is not an easy task to interview Mr. Pinkerton,
That doesn’t mean that he is not one of the most
affable and courteous of men, but merely that he
doesu't crave newspaper notoriety, But he was fairly
launched on a subject in which he is intensely inter-
ested, and after some persuasion finally consented to
talk freely and for publication. .

Originated by the Chinese.

“The thumb print method of identification 1s one of
many modern inventions that we owe to the Chinese,”
Mr, Pinkerton went on.’ *“For hundréds of years, per-
haps thousands, the merchants of China have used the
impressions OF their thumbé instédd of their signa-
tures, I have seen it 80 used myseélf, in the interior
of China, where each merchant or other pérson who
may have occasion to sign a document keeps a cake of
fnk 8t hand for this purpose. Aud in all the history
of China It s sald that never have two thumb prints
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twist of the cruel looking lips, and it diq

PINKERTON Describes the Amaging Results Achieved. by
- Chinese Used for Centuries. and Mark Twain Made Fam

This : Method -of Identification Which the
ous in a Masterpiece

AT A ;‘v
*T declared that the world was not big enough to s
hide them and redoubled the efforts of our men to
find them. It was practically certaln that they would #
B0 back to thelr old Iine of work, 8o I decided the best .
Way to catch them wonld be to keep track of all the °
Yegg burglaries, Wherever a yegg was arrested, any«
Where in the United States, X sent one of my men, i
armed with the photograph and Bertillon measure~
meénts of thé two criminals, to look over the prisoners
and see if they were Rudolph and Collins, '
“One day we were notified of the arrest of e
Jeggmen in a small town in Kansas. A man from
our Kansas office went to the scene, taking with him
the Bertillon clerk from Kansas City Police Head- <
quarters, and the measurements and phetographs of
Rudolph and Collins.© The pictures looked like the
two men, but the Bertillon measurements falled to
ldentity them, and my man was uncertain, because,.
as I have just shown you, and as every experiénced
detective knows, photographs are deceptive. . Weo haa
to have the men held until some one who knew them
could go to the spot and identify them without ques-
ton.  Incidentally, the identification was and
Rudolph and Collins were hanged. But the point £
em making is that it might have been proved impossi~
ble to hold these men on the Bertillon measurements
alone, while if the finger print system had been used
*hey would immediately bave been identifled without
- question. ; E
“The use of the thumb print for identification im
rapldly spreading. Every great State prison and®
penitentiary now uses 1t, and no escaped prisoner cam
evade identification. He may alter his physical sp-
pearance zil he pleases—he can never alter the im-
presslons of his finger tips without n.mpuint!ng all his
fingers. In the United States Army the finger prints:
of every enlisted man are recorded as a means of; !
identidcation in case of deserlion. Hven the officers v',
have recorded their finger prints in the War Depart~
ment. In time of war this might prove to be the only;
way of identifying a body found on the field of bat-
tle. Thousands of unidentified dead who perished fry,
the civil war might have been identified if this sys-
tem had been in use, and many a man reported sim-
ply a3 ‘missing’ might now be known to his familyy
s having perished with the 'honors o* war. i
*I received a letter from the War Department Tou
cently asking mo whether I thought it advisable o
register the finger prints with every new enlistm
I replied that it made little difference, since the fing
prints never changed, but as the records are
made and take up little room 1t might as well
done, -
“There Is a great advantage to an agency ke ours
In the use of finger prints for identification. ‘We hay
no right to photograph prisoners whom we =
we can take their thumb prints. Then, too, thousands
of criminals are prrested in small towns and ‘places
, Where there are no factlities for photographing #hem,
; but any school boy can take thefr finger ‘prints; A
é Photograph of a criminal or a.suspected )
: useful in purting the police of the whole dotnts
their guard, but the wrong man 1s Iikely to be, and

in use throughout Great Britaln,‘and every man or
woman who has ever been in custody has his finger
prints registered where the police can refer to them
at any time, *

“A great deal that has been written about the de-
tection of crime by means of finger prints i3 merely
imaginative and highly colored work of writers of ro-
wances, But not all-of the stories thus told are false,
by any means.
years ago with a case that was brought to my atteniion
in London.

“A band of burglars had been committing extensive
depredations in a London suburb and the police could
get no trace of them. [Finally, in one house in which
they got a great deal of plunder, they helped them-
selves to wine from the sideboard before departing.
In the morning the only traces of their visit were the
looted' silver chests and the empty wine glasses on
the table. Fortunately the police arrived ‘before the
servints had cleaned the ‘glasses, and vy applying
a light, adhesive powder to the glasses brought out
and made plainly visible the finger prints of the en-
tire'band. The fingers of the burglars had left enough
olly deposit on the glasses to cause the powder to
adhere. . These prints were. photographed and com-
pared with the police records.. The identity of évery
one of thecriminals was immediately revealed and
all were arrested aud convicted.

—————
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1 was very much impressed a few -

_ bected, and his finger was missiig.

often s, arrested by some too zealous policeman who
is looking for glory or a reward and has lanchd a re-
semblance between the picture and the man he ar~
rests. If the thumb prints accompanied the plctures,
& person g0 suspected could clear himself instantly if
innocent.

Mark Twain’s Novel.

*“Mark Twain lafd the whole trth about finger
prints before the people of the United States nearly
| tiventy years ego. HIs novel, ‘Pudd’nhead Wilson,’
| which was dramatized and had.a loxg and popular
run, was based on the plain fact that finger prints
never lle. I told the English authorities about ‘Pud.
@’'nhead Wilson,” of which they had never heard, a
, few years ago, and they were intensely interested. I i
;‘,i‘ sent some coples of the book to #ome of my friends of '8
i Scotland Yard, and they declared that Mr. Clemens
had gone into the subject in'the most thorough mane

© mer.
| “There are such dramntic and romantic possibilities
in the finger print system that I wonder that more of
! our writers and playwrights have not utflized them.
i, I happened to meet a rising young American dramatisg
in London a short time ago and took him to Scotiand
{ Yard, where I showed him some of the things the
British police have done with finger prints. He was

The Thumb Print Method of Identification
Is One of Many Modern Inventions That We
Owe to tae Chinese. gy

*“I could tell you of hundreds of Instances in which
criminals have been detected and identified through
finger prints, A year and a half ago a pickpocket was
arrested In Chicago. He jvas clearly an Englishman
Who had not been in this country long. ‘Ihe police
were unable to get any history ot his record. I got
his thumb prints and sent them to England. By the
earliest possible return mail we received three photo-
graphs of the man, with a complete history of his
criminal record. It had taken just five minutes to
learn who he was when the English police saw the
thumb pnints.

“A few years ago a burglar, making his escape over
an fron plcket ‘fence, caught a ring that he wore in
such a way that when he leaped he tore his finger off
énd left it sticking In a crevice in the fence. An im.
pressfon of the finger was taken and compared with
the finger print records of criminals of his class. In
& few hours the police had found the man they sus-

“A few years ago onme of my operatives, Charles
Schumacher, was shot and killed by two yeggmen,
Willlam Rudolph and George Colling, at Union, Mo,
I put e:iery uvan&bledmun on thelr trail nmli) thkeyt w;-ar: amazed.
arrested at Hartford, Conn., und taken back to “ ¢
Louis. There they were measured by the Bertillon i To think of all this dramatic material right undes
system and placed in jall awalting trial. Before thelr « our noses tOl'"yelN. and none of us ever touched 1nr
cases were called they broke jull aud escaped. he exclaimed. ; i

Horse for 97 Cents

I T was a Princeton University sport who was talk-

at a College Raffle

tory on demonstration. Mac had his doubts about
expecting too much of Chubb, but it was demounstra-
tion or no sale, and Roper rode away. But ot for
long. He was a sight when he 8ot back to the
stable, Chubb having weakened 1n the knee and BUL
having gone over his head. Nothing but Mac’s size
Bill! and no infringement ou I'resident Laft's sobrk  wuved him from an untiwely fate, and Clhvhb, went
quet—bought a horse for ninety-seven cenls? Not | back iuto his stall,
marked down from i dollur, cither.  Nor  Well, “Forced &t last to desperate measures Macfadyen
listen, When the aforesald William was cleaning up finally put Chubb Into a rafile, one of those running
the curriculum of Princeton University some years

up from ohe cent to $7 a chance, or however hi
ugo there was a big and husky Nova Scotla Scotsinan high it

has to go to anable the rafer to break even on
named Donald Mackenzie Macfadyen dofug the safne  puichase money.,  Here Big 13ill ﬂp;w:n-s e :l&"' \
thing some grades lower.

scene, und beltig a Judge of horse tlosh ¢
“Mactadyen Wi also a Doss football favorite and  [yoks of Chubb, who l‘,’." up a goud tm‘},‘:d tlllxl\‘;ll?,futg: {
on the side was tutoriug a toot over at Lukewood, but  didu't weigh mieh more than the Commiskioner doss YR8
not in football classics. [e wus handing the youth yow, he took u ticket out of the box, and its nuiuber. 1 4
other kinds of meutal pabulunm, and be found it was as nloety-seven, weaning that the Boltler tdd +URY
necessary to have d horse to keep up with his youug ¥ 0

4 anfe up nihety-seven cents or stay out of th
tharge, so he negotiated the reut of one from Jobn  pyur Willlam the Great was ;\ uue sport muxﬁtl‘n;:*
Dwyer, the well klown Jorsey horseman.  Phis ani- ’ 8

ing,

""Dm you ever hear,” said le to a bunch of New
forkers at a bohemian table d'hote, “the true narra-
tive of how W. H. Edwards, Commissioner of Sireet
Cleaning for New York clity—lurgely known as '‘Blg

“It Is'not going to he 8o easy to detect clever cerim-
Inals by this method in the future, for so general has
become the knowledge among crooks that finger prints
are dangerous clews to leave behind that any really
first class cracksman or forger now wears gloves while
at his work. But If every perton who is arrested is
registered by meuans of finger prints it 18 not going to
be difficult to identify him If he ever gets Into trouble
with the authorities again, for his finger prints will
be compared with those registered on previous occa-
slons and there will be no chance for him to plead mis-
taken fidentity,

“I have been active for several years trylng to get
the National Bureau of Identification, of which I am
one of the Board of Governors, to adopt this system

throug ho » Ut s,  Some members linded over the sum nominated i the Lo

: ”l",‘ml b Ly ,“""l ) mfr it mal was hamed Chubb, wid had ar ove tine been o walted I eager expectancy il the dl:-k:?\(}n lll;:n
Who are using the Bertlllon system lave been in- Grorg Gould's: fifiest pulo pony. Lt be had got & jogold the mugical niboty-seven won e uorg' :{
clined to be_sceptical.  But the Bertillon system, puck in the knee, d whien a horse gets that be gols Willlam  took him with him to his room m'sujun
though useful when very carefully and accurately out. It h:u:rlnmuh Ihen-l‘nl;\-. Ilh:ll f")\',\;t-r hu‘n (‘hu‘hb place, ; oLue
bl T HE T ? s SRR in livery, the last resort of the neblis equines, By “How many times Ch J #
nuedi iy diible to-dll kiidy of etrors, and by, when Macfadyen was leaviog Lakewood, lie - Chubb fell down with his new

owner or what other painful Inciden
With the bucked kuee wny
matter of public record, bt Chtbb could have bul;
bought ¢cheap mizlity soon ufter (he rattle, if anybody
around Princeton Lad wunted Lim,. Bue nobody did,
Neither did bis owher, but that was different. ke
ught - have prosecuted Mactadyen for obtainig
mwoney under fulse bretences, but uinety-geven sents
for 4 horse wonld have been a i ense to handle
As Princeton offered no rellef, Williaim sitipped Ulmbﬁ
to New York, but not to enter him at the aiono Show,
dust what for nobedy kuows, but it wus reported
some thue later that he had swiplied the horse to a

ts in connection

; o - Chul v sl Do
concluded be would buy Chubb, to whom e had b have occurred is not

come  foudfy attiched, and take him to Princdion
with him te use an the geidivon §t vecessary, but ine
cidentully t6 bire him to vther students aud (hus dd
to his fdeome.  HE paid Dwyer $25 spot cush for the
horse, including the bucked knee, and rode i home,
“At Princeton the jutellectunl atmosplivre was too
much for. Chubh and be did . prove a linancial
guccess.  Oc it thight bave been his hucked kuee. In
any event, Maefildyen offered hiin for sale, hitt thege
wus no rish of buyers. Someliow hey were on to
Chubb and that knee of his. Bfit everyhody wasn®

- Bertillon's System.

“Bertillon's method of identification consists princt-
pally in certain minute measuremonts of cortadn parts
of the hody, such as the rvight ear, together with a
record of the color of hair, eyvs, &, Now, any sys-
tem that depends upon measurenents is likely to go
wrong whenever the persop dolug the measuring
makes an error, A single error rulns (he wecurhey
of the entire record.  And those mistakes due to human
Inaccuracies, which wmust alwaygs be reckoned with,

‘crimlnhls. faf

oUW { uch al X ¢, 100, was arrested and con- and presehtly Bill Ropers the conch, rose to tlie baft ) |
llilld‘a . t}“‘l’: mfln.:uﬁhmg one froin another. I'rom “Giced, % b { occur, frequently, A1 Offorell, 10 BURBRSH I¢ tho Horse nroved, st sthime: :ionnl Island farmer for a yellow dug und had toraed -
vlilk une it spread fo the white t'wv;ﬂgnﬂ:““,"ﬁ;{‘;’ % i L g ; m'fnfxf" over to thie tender mercles of tle 8, B, 0, A,
[ s of - AVAA popy ey 4 A st sieaekie “.I‘N!ml!“"“I"l“!l"dﬂ.! sople, £
W’t‘l ,ml-::“d b ‘.gﬁﬁbogc‘;:: :-..t‘::mlliz»tmm India it ; 4 o y W 4 ' TS “But that Lus nothing to s with tie fact {pdt W,
f{ { meim“him police departinents ns. reut s i i L " R h : { \ : i o HL BdGaeds, Commissionor of Stivet Cleading for
i - realized that here was an infallible i bids 15 ) BRI E ¥ J ; New Yok clty, bought o bvisé for ulie \ ta
af e d Now the system iy O TN LA e e i R e v bea e U B i s B
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