The following article was com-
piled and submitted at the -meet-
Ing of the International Fur Con-
ference held at The Charlottetown
Hotel on Monday, . It is an author-
stive, Recount of the origin of the
“tur farming industry, showing the
difficulties .which confronted 8ir
Chagles Dalton and his co-partner,
Robert Oulton: and other ploneers
In their breeding experiments, It
shows, too, how nobly they over-
came these obstacles and origin-
ated an industry that has spread to
10 countries and led to the produc-
tion of over a million dollars
worth of furs that had the efforts
of the ploneers not been suocess-
tul would ‘never have been sold.

By Lt.-Col. D.A. MacKinnon, D.80.

Silver fox farming has been
called the world’s greatest fur in-
dustry, .and while we may ques-
tion this statement today there
would be no doubt about ‘its ac
curacy some years ago when allver
fox pelts were produced on thous-
ands of ranches large and amall, in
ten countries and marketed by the
hundreds of thousands by the
world’s leading auction companies.
1t s therefore of interest to in-
quire into the origin of this un-
usual and fascinating industry.

First we may state that ailver
Tox has been known to be worn as
far back as 1508 at the coronation
:of Ivan the Terrible of Russia, and
silver fox pelts found thelr way
from Canada—then New France—
to Old France in the days of Louis
XIV. Colonists who came to this
Province—then the Isle St. Jean—
noticed the quality of the black fox
pelts trapped by the native Ind-
fans and Samuel Holland, a sur-
veyor sent out by the British Gov-
ernment, wrote: “I have never
seen such quality black foxes as
are found here.”

Silver or black foxes were also
found in other parts of Canada,
notably the Peace River Valley and
to some extent in Labrador. The
idea of breeding them in captivity
originated with Charles Dalton of
Tignish, Prince Edward Island. He
was a man who loved the out-of-
doors; born to the life of a hunt-
er in the woods—in fact shooting,
fishing and trapping were his prin-
ciple avocations. He had from boy-
hood observed nature and the
things of the wilds and after buy-
Inz and re-selling some trapped
black fox pelts at what appeared
to be .big prices, he became con-
vinced that the black fox was no
mere freak of nature and that {t

tould be successfully mated and
bred in captivity.

Dalton’s Story
Dalton's own story is that in

1874 the first pair of Island black
foxes that were used for breeding
purpcses {n captivity had been
dug out of the ground at a place
talled Fox Hill, near North Cape,
P.E I, by s fisherman named
Thompson. They were purchased
by Benjamin Haywood, Tignish, for
5 (about $16.25), Mr., Haywood
tept them for two years in an old
arn.  They produced one litter of
‘ups, two of which wers raised to
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maturity, but they failed to pro-
duce another litter and were pelt-
ed, Mr. Dalton continues;

“I bought two pelts from Hay-
wood and sold them to Daniel
Cronan, a fur Yuyer of Halffax, N.
8, for $160, It was then that I
commenced to, think seriously
about far! sliver foxes and
came to the conclusion that if one
litter could be bred in captivity,
why with proper care could they
not be bred annually? I kept a
good lookout to see if I could get
hold of a palr of black foxes. I had
a long wait but eventually my eye
caught an advertisement of two
sllver foxes offered for sale on the
Island of Anticosti.

“I answered the ad and secured
the pair for $100. I kept them for
two years in a shed attached -to.
my barn. They were medium sil-
ver foxes, of good size and perfect-
ly clear color. I managed to get
them to breed but to my surprise
and great disappointment the off-
spring wers all crosses, and -in
those days cross fox pelts only
fetched about $13 on the London
fur market,

“Then I heard of a black fox for
sale at Lot 6, P.BI, and I bought
it for $50. I mated him with a
native red female fox and got a
litter of five reds. The following
spring the male died and I sold
his pelt for $100. It was my in-
tention to keep a pair of the red
pups but one night they all escaped.
The next fall I pelted the Anti-
cost! foxes.

“I had been ten years constant-
ly thinking and endeavoring to

ver—or black foxes as they were
then known—in captivity, and with
very meagre success; but I was
not totally discouraged and in
1885 I bought a pair of dark silver
foxes from John Martin of Lot 40,
P. E. I, for $100. He had dug them
out -of the ground the previous
year but could not get them to
breed.

“This pair of foxes from which I
8ot two litters, was the foundation
of the domestic Prince Edward
Island Silver Fox. I pelted the
poorest ones and realized £30—
(about $150) for the skins, which
was then conaidered 4 high price.
Two years after (1887) I beught
two pairs of black foxes from
Louis Holland of Bedeque, P.EI,
and these four, together with three
reds, were dug out of a den and I
gave him $300 for the lot. -

Precious Litters

“From these two palrs of silvers
and the silvers I got from Mr. Mar-
tin, I produced litters for two
years. Then they stopped breed-
ing, which I attributed to the con-
ditions under which they were
kept. That convinced me that &f
I were to make a success of silver
fox farming I must ranch them as
nearly as possible under = natural
conditions. :

. “In 1890 xiﬁnwred into an ar-
rangement . with Robert Oulton of
Little Shem‘&m.—’ﬁ:.,_who came
hers and settled on Cherry Island,
near Alberton. This proved an
ideal location for a fox ranch., I
later took Mr. Oulton in as a part-

‘ing which time we never had an

v .| always selected the darkest color=
“éd foxes we had and after several

M. Lampson & Co., London,-Eng-

ner. We had hunted and fished
together and he was a man after
my own heart. I cannot speak too
highly of his assistance in solving
the difficulties and many early
problems in breeding and raising
foxes to maturity in captivity.
“This friendship and partnership
continued for eighteen years dur-

unkind word pass between us. Mr.
Oulton was a bellever in large size
pens, 50 x 50, considering that the
extrs space caused the foxes to
exercise more and produce better
pelts. At first we neglected to put
up an over-hang and that winter
lost three beautiful foxes. Our
foxes on Cherry Island in natural
surroundings in the woods never
failed to breed and gave us large
litters of fine, healthy pups.

“Our style of den was at first a
hollow pine log, for in such in our
hunting expeditions we usually
found red fox dens. Later we built
& medium sized box inside of a
larger box and found it worked
out satisfactorily. I am convinced
that Prince Edward Island silver
fox is a distinct strain. I have
bred Island silver foxes year after
year and have never had an off-
eolor fox except when meling
imported foxes. B

At Cherry Island .
“In our Cherry Island days we

years succeeded in producing an
absolutely perfect blue black peit,
heavily furred. The production of
these pelts had a most remark-
able effect on the London market.
Such furs had never before been
seen and never could have been
produced except by selective breed-
ing. Pelts from our Cherry Island
ranch obtained world wide renown
and brought the highest. prices in
London year after year. In 1905

we shipped a skin from a nine-
months-old sllver fox which
brought £300 ($1,605). It was pur-

chased by a buyer from Paris and
re-sold by the same auction com-
pany three months later for £380
($2,810). i

“In 1910 we sent 26 skins to C.

1and, and received a cheque for
$31,000. Three of these skins sold
for over $1,500 each and one of
them realised £540 or $3,080. Their
quality was incomparable. They
always showed a bluish tinge which
scarcely ever faded even up to
shedding time. This quality was
never obtained from an imported

suocesgfully procure and farm sil- |
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ever sold was to Robert Tuplin of
Alberton, P. E. I, in 1800. He pald
us $340 for them. I was also as-
soclated with James Rayner, Kil-
dare, P. E. I. and we were fast
friends and Mr. Rayner was a suc-
cessful fur farmer,

“In the year 1812 I sold ‘out my

ranch to a company—the Cherry
Island ranch having been discon-
tinued in 1910 due to termination
of partnership with Mr. Oulton,
who desired to go back to his old
home in Little Shemogue, N.B. The
agreement was for me to furnish
twenty pairs of Dalton silver foxes
with a guarantee of forty pups the
following season, raised to matur-
ity.

“The company was capitalized at
$625,000. I was paid $400,000 in
cash and $100,000 in stock of the
company. Over forty pups were
produced and sold for over $12,000
a pair in 1613. The company paid
its shareholders a dividend of 40
per cent. The directors decided
that the ranch should be moved
from Tignish and a new ranch was
built at Southport, near Charlotte-
town. That move, a ‘strange care-
taker and other factors made the
breeding season of 1914 & most
disappointing one.”

Intervening Years

Filling in the story of fox farm-
ing in the years covered by: Mr.
Ralton would be a tremendous
task, so I shall touch briefly on
some of the principal figures con-
nected with {t, Robert Tuplin,
;who bought the air of foxes from
‘Mr. Dalton in 1900, soon mastered
the details of fox farming and
after a few years set his son James
up in buginess. His Tuplin. strain
of foxes were “tops” for many
years and he recelved prices of
over $2,000 at auction for several
pelts. His ranch at Black Banks
was widely known and furnished
breeding stook, some of the des-
cendants of which are producing
winners at fox and pelt shows not
only in this Province but in Ont-
ario and other parts of Canada.

Robert Tuplin also loansd a
pair of foxes to his nephew, Frank
Tuplin, of New Annan, and in a
few years he was producing a very
beautiful type of blue black silvers.
His finances had been at a very
low ebb when he started fox farm-
ing, but in 1909 he could not :resist
an offer made by a leading business
man of Summerside on behalf of a
syndicate, of $65,000 for ten pairs of
pups. There had been a tacit
agreement between the fox breed-
ers up to that time not to sell live
foxes as they feared the market
would bcome flooded and pelts
would drop very greatly in price;

‘but the lure of the large prices

changed things and all the ranch-
ers were soon offering foxes for
sale. As a matter of fact they
did not have to advertise or solicit.
The savings banks were full of
money and ranchers were besieged
with offers to buy. Six farmers
near Victoria, P. E. I, bought a
pair of breeders with a guarantee
of four pups, from Frank Tuplin
for $25,000, The female rewarded
them with six pups and they sold
them, cleared off their original in-
vestment, pald a handsome divi-
dend and had the palr left.

But to return to Frank Tuplin.
He was one of the first to follow
the example of Dalton and cash
in, selling his herd to the Tuplin
Fox Corporation for $250,000. It
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was stated at the time of his de-

parture for the United States that
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he was “rated” at nearly a mil-
lion dollars.

Among other notable ploneer
breeders were the Rayners: Silas
the father, who bred some of the
very best that were produced in
captivity from Dalton stock, and
his sons B. I, James and E. H.
B.-I."Rayner became one of the
“greats” of the fox farming world.
His foxes were more silvery than
Dalton foxes and were usually very
prolific. He established ranches
in Nova Scotia, and his breeding
stock was used by many of the
most successful farms in this Prov-
ince. B. I. formed a company in
1013 capitalized at $600,000 with
20 pairs of proven breeders. In
order bo carry out his prcmise to
the letter he was known to have
paid $24,000 for a pair of two-
year-old breeders necessary to
complete the twenty pairs.

Soaring Prices

As word got around about the
tremendous prices being received
for silver fox pelts, the price of
live foxes kept soaring. In 1013
the last pair of pups was sold in
the fall of that year for $17,500
and dozens of pairs changed hands
at $16,000; but the usual price was
$12,000 per pair. Mongy poured in
from the United States and all
parts of Canada and companies by
the dozen were formed. The usual
practice was for the buyer to pur-
chase an option in the spring on a
pair of foxes, male and female pups,
paying 10 per cent; the balance of
90 per cent was to be pald when
taking delivery September 1st. If
delivery was not taken the 10 per
cent was forfeited. * Practically all
these options were taken up and
there seemed to be an inexhaust-
ible supply of money to establish
new fox farms. Of course the
reason was that the companies al-
ready in existence were paying
epormous dividends.

To cite an example I may men-
tion the willow Hill Fox Ranch
near Summerside, founded largely
on the savings of clerks in a Sum-
merside store, A female fox own-
ed by the Willow Hill—Lady Fvs-
Iyn—bred by B. I. Rayner, Alber-
ton, from B. I. and Silas Rayner
foundation stock, produced off-
spring that realised upwards of
$300,000 for the company. The
Royalty Company and with' most-
ly outside capital, pald a dividend
bt 600% in 1013. Dividends of as
high as 1000% were known to be
paid. Shares in companies were
freely sold by exchanges sst up fory
that purpose, and trading in foxes
assumed large proportions.

Before going further I think this
is an opportune time to pay tribute
to pioneer breeders other than
those mentioned above. For in-
stance, John Champion, James
Gordon, Henry Lewis, Robert Oul-
ton’s son, W. R. Oulton, the Hunt-
ers, the Wells and many others
whom I cannot readily recall,

The war, which broke out in
1914, put an almost complete stop
to the spread of silver fox farm-
ing. Prices of breeding stock
slumped to one-fifth and some-
times even one-tenth of previous
value. The ranchers were con-
fronted with & situstion which
seemed to be rather hopeless in
that London, which had been the
market for our furs, would be
Iargely inactive due to war.

Happlly & new market was cre-
ated in 1918 in the United States
and W. Chester 8. MoLure, repre-
::nhluvo of the Fur Sales Board, &
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AD TURES OF B,
MACRAE

At certain seasons of the year
Ballle Macrae went to London,
and even at an odd time crossed
the Channel, in the interest of
business. On such excursions the
worthies of Auld Ayr, away from
home and in a sense incognito,
indulged in a kind of impishness,
thet would have been- quite out
of place in their home town,' For
instance there wwas that episode
in the train between Carlisle and
London. The Baille had a com-
partment alls to himself till he got
to Carlisle, but just as the whistle
blew for leaving the Cumbrian
eity, the carriage door opened,
and a fellow traveller. poppea in.
The Baille hated to be disturbed.
but he said nothing,
himself along the seat, arranged
his wraps, and prepared 3

a good sleep. The other d¥d lke-
ed awhy
the station at Normanton.
the door was again thrown cpen
and a third individual preseated
himsélf. This was too much for
the Baille but he concealed his
displeasure, and smiled. “Come
awa! {n, sir; come awe’ in” he
ssid pleasantly: “my freend nere.”
he continued. pointing to the
sleeping man opposite, “is  just
convalescent from smallpox, but
I assure ye theres’ nae danger
whatever.” The Intruder started
back and exclaimed. “Sir. you

‘have no right to be -travelling

here with a smallpox patient! If
I did my duty, I should call the

guard (conductor) and have you
both put off.” “For Heaven's
sake, dinna dae that” remon-

strated the Ballie; “I assure you
he's nearly better. Come on in,
and say naething about it.”

But the man was not to be
caught that way; he slammed
the door angrily and made for
another compartment where he
found a seat, and sal brooding
over the iniquity of the Scot who
had brought a smallpox padent
on board the Midland _ Express.
While thus darkly glooming he

| was. shocked to see the door sud-

denly thrown open, and the small-
pox. convalescent prepare to en-
ter. “You can’t get in herei’ he
shouted, “Go away at once or
Il call the guard!” “I cant get
in?” asked the astonished man.
“Why not?” “You know very well
why not. You know very well
that in your state you ought not
to be on the train at all’ “In
my state, did you say?” “Yes,
sir, in your state.” “What in the
name of goodness do you mean?”
“What do I mean? I mean what
I say. You are just recovering
from the smallpox, and if y3u in-
sist—" “Mercy me!” exelaimed
the astonished man. “Who tolc,l,
you that? It's an infernal le!
“It's rothing of the sort. Your
friend told me; that Scowhx?an
you were travelling with.” Me
travelling with that Scotchman!

March hare—stark, staring mad.
I never saw him till tonight. and
I hops to Heaven I may never
see him again.” “No! Why?” Be-
cause I was wakened up by some-
body slamming the carriage door.
and there he was sitting glar-
ing at me. He put his hand into
one coat pocket and pulled out a
razor, and into another and

went to New York and interested
American fur merchants in the
beautiful silver Itlax dprod,uced on
Prince Edward Island.

In a very short time these Island
furs became fashionable and in
good demand. A price of $1200
was paid for a pure black fox pelt
rajsed by Thomas Metherall of
West Cape, P. E. I. Other and
larger rices—scme up to $1,500—
were pald for good specimens and
the fox industry in Prince Edward
Island took on a new lease of life.
At the fall auction of 1918, held
by C. M. Lampson & Oo., London,
England, a pelt from the Seal River
Company’s ranch realized £250
($1,250) and other silvers brought
prices in proportion.

The year 1919 saw a very keen
demand from the United States
and London for fox pelts, and ex-
cellent prices were: obtained by
fur farmers here. The following
year, 1920, a duty of 50% was
placed. on pelts by the United
States government and that had
a most depressing effect on the
industry, as the London market
had not recovered sufficiently to
take care of large purchases.

The demand for hreeding stock
from the United States in 1921
and subsequent years brought con-
siderable revenue to ranchers. Then
the .London markets, too, became
more active and pelts improved in
price. In 1024-1928 buyers from
Norway and Sweden as well as
other countries, including Western
Oanada, came to this Province in
large numbers and some of our
finest breeding stock was expdrted
and formed the foupdation stock
for the very best foxes produced
in those countries.

By 1039 the world's production
. of sllvers climbed close to the mil-
lion mark. Perhaps due to the
imminence of war or this over-

ducti prices reached an all
time low in December, 1030, and
the Spring of 1040.

It is not necessary for me to go
further into the story of fur farm-
ing. Everyone {s quite familiar
with its history since then, and we
are here today in an endeavor to
make plans to bring sitver fox
and its mutations back to its pro-
per place in the fur world, and to
see that over-production does not
again océur and bring such cone
ditions as we are now going
through. I am confident that with
Rhe good will, intelligence and pur-
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pulled out a strop and then he
began to strop the razor with the
wildest look I ever saw in the eye of
man. After that he put the edge of
the razor to his own throat to
see if it would do, and then he
looked at me. That was® enough,
and I escaped, The man's a rav-
ing maniac.” There was mechod
in the madness tho’; for all the
rest of that night Baille Macrae
slept secure from intrusion.

“SHOOTING STARS”

On cestain nights, in certain
months, we may look for the long
bright streaks which we have a-
greed to call “shooting stars.” The
, astronomer. however, refers to
them as “meteors” and teus us
that their appearance is caused
by solid fragments of matics.
from outer space. entering the
earth's atmosphere at a high
speed. The air offers resistance

wise, and the two of -them doz-'and the friction generated usuai-
3l the train ran into|ly burns up the fragments which
Here leave the familiar luminous wrain

+as they are vaporized.

Sometimes the fragmente -aze
too large to be entirely dissipat-
ed, and their remains reach the
earth's surface as meteorites or
aerolites, as they are Indiscrimin-
ately called. Occaslonally these
larger meteors explode in mid-air
with a brilllant light and a ioua
explosion, before their fragments
reach the earth. Analysis of the
meteorites reveals nothing that is
not found on or in the earth;
some are nearly pure “metcorio
iron,” while others are fragments
of limestone, magnesia or silica.
As to size the average meteorite
is very small; no larger than a
pea. And as it is estimated that
several milllon of them enter the
earth’s atmosphere yearly we
have good reason to feel thankful
for their disintegration.

Much rarer is the fall of the
larger aerolites. Perhaps tac larg-
est of all was that prehistoric
meteor that fell in Arizona, and
buried itself so deeply that novody
has yet seen it. Its impact is sald
to have shifted the polar axis
of the earth, In 1784, at Atwnpa,
near Buenos Ayres, there fed a
monster aerolite weighing 33,000
1bs., part of which (1,400 lbs.) is
in the British Museum. At Dur-
ango. Mexico, in 1811, feil one
still larger: it weighed 35,000 lbs.
but was afterwards broken up and
distributed. There are 45 notable
“heavyweights” in the list. The
greatest meteor fall of recent
years, says the Astronomer Royal.
occurred on June 30, 1803, in &
remote part of Siberia near Van-
ovara, about 700 miles north of
Lake Balkal. Prof. Kullk, who
visited the scene in 1927, estimat-
ed the weight of the meteorite at
130 tons. When this monster
struck the ground the rush of alr
levelled the trees for a distance
of 20 miles around. ‘“About 1000
reindeer were sald to have been
killed, but the loss of human life
was slight, the fall occurring in
a thinly popula region.”

As with many other natural
phenomena, there is a periodicity
in the appearance of Ieteors.
The best known showers occur
annually in August and Novem.
ber. The August meteors are be-
lieved to describe a very large el-
liptic orbit round the sun. and to
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be spread (but not evenly) over
the orbits entire circumference.
This latter conditlon makes the
showers vary in  brilliancy. but
there is a maximum at intervala
of 108 years. Since the August
meteors seem to radiate from the
constellation Perseus, they are
referred to as the “Perseids.” The
Perselds must be looked for on
August 12th.

The November meteors radiate
(apparently) from a point in .the
constellation Leo, so they are
“Leonids.” The Leonids at times
glve most extraordinary displays.
usually 83.38 years apart. 1n 1798
the great display was on Nov.
12th.; in 1832 and 1833 it was on
Nov. 13th.; in 1866 and 1867 it
was on Nov. 14th. This year the
date is Nov. 15th. but the display
is lkely to be only moderats, or
perhaps poor.
(The term “meteor” was at one
time more elastic and included
rain, snow, wind, and many ovher
like phenomena. Whence the
weather-man’s proper title is the
“meteorologist.”)

Four-l2aved Clovers.

This season has produced a
great crop of these monstrosities,
for such they are. In thelr way
they are just as odd as the gene
try with extra digits mentioned in
Scripture. When clover attalrs s
lush growth, favored by good soik
plenty of rain and perhaps nof{
too much sunshine, then look fox
extra leaflets, Even the steady
little white clover is exuberamd
this year. On the other hand th¢
“daisy” (the Moon-daisy of Eng-
land) is very steady in lts ‘low«
ering here, and pursues the even

tenor of its way without-any ode |

ditles no matter what the sea-
son. In England however, it pro-

duces monstrous flowers, two of |

which I sketched. The first s

twin flowers on one stalk, side

by side, and reminding one of
owl's eyes! The other is stranger.
and could bs imitated by pinching
a flower from {ts stalk and at-
taching it, face to face. to =&
growing daisy flower! The soil in
England ‘is generally good (exe
cept on the mountains) and this
is conducive to thess abnormal
growths.

fowing sprays and poisons:

PERENOX
DEECOP
DEENATE

NIAGARA CROP

PHONE 24

FARMERS

We are now equipped lo'. supply you with the fole

INSTANT BLUESTONK

CALCIUM ARSENATE

HYDRATED LIME

We also carry a complete line oft

" CAFETERIA POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK FEEDS

GEORGE H. BROOKINS

i

SPRAY AND POISONS

KENSINGTON, P.E.I.

55 QUEEN ST.

S

BUYING

LIVE HEAVY FOWL
MONDAY, JULY 19—FROM 8 AM. to 3 PM.’

NO CULLS WANTED
Paying Not Less Than 26c Lb.

CLOW and WADMAN

KENSINGTON

LIVE POULTRY

LOADING LIVE FOWL AND CHICKEN
All Breeds except Leghorns
ON TUESDAY, JULY 20
FOR THE US.A. MARKET
HIGHEST PRICES PAID
Contact .us and take odvantage of this strong market.

Island Chick Hatchery

CHARLOTTETOWN
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