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By AGRICOLA
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:mBlS'S DIVING BEETLE

| peferring  to a recent note in
.? ﬁonum%, upon the group of in-
s known as “predacious diving
flstles,” 1 1-ave now to report that
e specimen sent in by Mr, Frank
1 gterns, of Souris, was actually
u. harrisii, which we may
anslate into the popular name of
arris's Diving Beetle.” As this in-
ot was new to me and as I did
0 recollect of seeing it in any Is-
g list, I forwarded it to the
minion Entomologist, who re-
“The insect, as you suspect-
4, Dytiscus harrisii Kirby, I am
it under separate cover.”
o With thanks to the Entomolo-
for his courtesy, the question
tng beetle's name is now settled.
There was one point that I did
i touch upon: what was e
elle doing so far from his native
ol? Well, bly he may have
husted his food supply in that
rticular  place, and as he had
yings under his hard and horny
it was the most natural
in the world for him to take
i in search of watery ‘‘pastures
gy* Or it may have been the
pirit of romance whicta led him to
wre the famillar scenes where
e he lived as a juvenile “water-
ter* who knows?

A Confession

The man who never makes & mis-
e they say, never makes any-
hing; wh.ich may perhaps serve
s excuse for a rather lud-
irois  mistake (I don’t mean
j typographical one) that ap-
qred in these notes

In the fall of 1934, forty or
iy Blackfish got = themselves
innded on Cape Breton Island,
od furnished some most interest-

press “copy” for the Depart-
ment of Ficlieries. «The fishermen
ye were told, rendered them for oil,
wich was used as motor lubricant
ud also for paint ofl for which it
hd s very satisfactory “body”. It
yis also used as harness oll, and
s burned fn lamps like kerosene.
fom 40 bodies 650 gallons of oil
wre obtained, So far the scribe
ld done & splendid job, but he
fshed up with somethlnﬁ like
i “By the way, the sclentific
mme of the Blackfish is Tautoga
mits, and It is very common
muthwards.”

Now we called the Blackfish
Gbbicephalus melas in England,
which freely translated means ‘“the
mind-headed black one,” and is
nry descriptive; but I know there
wis a modern fancy for changing
the recognized or ancient names,
wd suppesed this to be an instance
of it, Thus. it came to pass that I
employed the term Tautoga onitis
h witing of the Blackfish, bellev-
by that the experts could not err.
Time went on, and at last a copy
of the National Greographic Maga-
e came into my hands and alter-
ol my opinion in certain ways. It
g2 a colored picture of Tautoga
aitls, a {'sh which does not exceed
free fest in  length and fifteen
punds in weight, and in no way
rembles our “Blackfish.” But the
Magazine stated that it was com-
monly called a “Blackfish” in
withern waters, so Isaw where the
mistake arose, The writer of the ar-

hing

tle In question had confused tne s

o "Blackfish,” giving the detalls
 the ore and the scientific name
ol the other. Then I enquired about
or Blackf'sh which is not a fish at
Ml but a stream-lined, red-blooded
al like ("¢ whale—and found

tis was called Globicephalus
Mlama, on this side of the water.
are several morals to be

fawn  from this little incident
Frt: Prove all things, and verify
nd again verify; second; Be care-
fil with popular names, for the
ime name may be applied to dif-
firent objects in different localitfes,
o the same object may have a
diferent popular  name in other
. That is why the scientific
mm: s so important, and why an
:’;%r like the above is so reprehen-

The English Bluebell

Te Englich Bluebell is in bloom
the garden just now, and this
i the sicond season for it. It is &
common plant in the forests
h Northumberland but only under
hardwoods, and it blooms just
¥lore {1°¢ leaves of the trees become
miture enough to cut off the light
much, Then, one can see the
Wodland floor painted as blue &8s
&ensky by myriads of bluebells, and
e ise they are a kind of hyacinth
hlr fragrance is delightful. In
garden here they are rather at
A dsadvantage, the cool weather of
w‘! sults them well enough, but
en the heat comes, and there is
W thade, the leaves dry off 00
kly and I can scarcely expect
i to get stronger, or multiply
Nl'y year. This happens to other
for plants too: the Cowslips,
instance, bloom early, and then
' the summer comes the 'eaves
h.“‘d dry up, and the seed-pods
¢ fill. ‘But after August they
u“ y make new growth and ace
Tno(! as ever the next spring.
S English Bluebell is called in
lh° localities the wild Hyacinth;
root is bulbous, and the leaves
directly from it. They wiil
18 inches long in good soil,
h‘eyl’erhnpu half that lengih herc.
. are about half-gn-inch wide,
are concave. The flower stem
itary—one from each bulb—

X y produced white,
thos and “lilac-red” flowers; and
i lﬁh the wild form varies a little
My 2land, in general it is lignt
® slightly streaked darker.
Patus called it Hyacinthus
"Seriptus, and it has had several
Synonyms; but most botanists
3 Now it as Scilla nutans, from
Mﬂf’dd'ng or droon'ng flowers. A
Ml tousin of our Bluebell the

fch are “harmless to
g OCk.” The Squill (Scilla) is a
dingg, Smetle, but the rat cannot
mo ¢ 1': and the mternal rom-
m‘;ﬂ oln too much for the rodeat!

e 'l‘ Squills wn: a avorl“u;

a few years

. —
time, to bring up th
cases of bronc%ltif eu: i)

“English Tuber Very Delicious”

Under that attractive Geading
there once appeared in the Fam'',
Igl(ig_ld a short article running

‘The English tuber has a delic-
lous flavor and has highly nutrit-
lous qualities. The plant grows
along old hedgesides and in old
pastures, and is like a small key
(that should be “kex) rather lar-
ger than the parsley plant and
somewhat like it, It bears a white
flower and is wonderfully prolific
in tubers, Earthnuts or jar nuts as
they are called in some parts, when
boiled or roasted are hard to dis-
tinguish from chestnuts treated in
the same way, Cultivated earth
nuts grow to a huge size and are

well worth the minimum of labor
they require.”
That carrles me right back to

boyhood’s days; but requires some
explanations. Shakespeare speaks
somewhat of “Kecksies,” evidently
some umtelliferous plant with a
flat-topped bunch of flowers,
usually wuite, Jar must be pro-
nounced “yar” from the Anglo-
Saxon “corthe;” we lads made it
ar-nuts or arnicks. The tuber (in
the wild state) never grew larger
than a walnut; we dug it up, wiped
the earth from it, scraped off the
brown skin, and (after the manner
of boys) ate the tuber raw. In that
state there was a slight acridity
that kept us from eating too many;
doubtless this would be dissipated
in cooking, as happens to many
other roots. The chestnut alluded
w0, i8 mnot our Horse-cliestnut,
whose fruit is bitter and is 'said to
be narcotic; it is the Sweat or
Spanish Chestnut that {s meant, a
nut very generally roasted and con-
sumed in the Mediterranean coun-
tries, and sometimes to be had in
England once on a day.

Well, after reading this account I
made up my mind to try the “Eng-
lish tuber” An old friend in Devon-
shire sent me seeds of Conopodium
denudatum, which was the nearest
I could get to the name of the
plant, and year after year I tried
to grow them.There is something in
our soil or climate not favorable
to ti:e growth of wumbelliferous
plants, so I began to despair of ever
min%ethe tuber. At last the little
plot became grass-grown and the
experiment came to an end, Last
year on cutting the grass I noticad
some little divided leaves in the
undergrowth, so I dug them up
and there were the tubers! as large
as a pea. I replanted them, some In
the rock garden and others in a
nursery bed. All are growing vigor-
ously, and the latter are flowering.
It I can raise the seed here, the
“deliclous English tuber” will have
a chance to make good.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

I am always glad to answer any
questions—within my power!—but
readers who wish for a private
reply are asked to enclose a stamp-
ed self-addressed envelope.

Spray The
Farm Orchard

(Experimental Farms News)

Spraying is one of the practices
most neglected in Prince Edward
Island farm orchards. At one time
it may have been possible to pro-
duce fruit moderately free from in-
sect injury and disease, but the
time of such immunity is past. Un-
fortunately injury to the gvowing
crop is not the only manifestation
of spray neglect but is evident in
the low vitality of the tress and
often results In their ultimate
death, says G. C. Waren, Dominion
Experimental Station, Charlofte-
town, P, E. I. During the past
twenty years, Black Knot alone has
reduced the number of plum and
cherry trees in this proviace over
seventy-five per cent.

Spraying the small farm orchard
need not be a difficult or an ex-
pensive task. In most cases a small
barrel-type sprayer will be found
satisfactory. Such sprayers can be
placed in a cart or truck and oper-
ated by the driver. In addition to
the pump, one line of hose some
30 or 40 feet long is required. To
this is attached a ten foot pipe or
bamboo rod fitted at one end with
single or double nozzles, A shug off
is placed at the hose end of the
rotf This type of sprayer will de-
liver a fine, mistlike spray and is
quite efficient providing the oper-
ator covers each tree thoroughly.
Timeliress is an important factor
in pest control and calendars giv-
ing complete instructions for spray-
ing may be obtained from the
Dominion Laboratory of Plant
pathology, Charlottetown, or from
Experimental Station, Such
spray schedules should be closely
followed if the best results are to
be obtained.

WOOL WANTED

Ship your wool to

CONDONS WOOLLEN MILLS
1 Charlottetown

and receive highest market price
for washed and unwashed wool.
Money paid on receipt of wool. All
wool has to be graded by govern-
ment inspection. We do our own
grading. You do not have to wait
for a government inspection to
get your money.

All wool must be clear of dirt
and burrs.

Freight paid on 100 pounds on
washed wool, also on 200 pounds
of unwashed wool.
1,565-5-28- WS, * till July 26.

{Weekly Live Stock
Market Report

SUMMARY
The cattle markets i.ave been ac-
tive at firm to steady prices during
the past week, with weighty steers
Treceiving considerably more atten-
tlon at most markets. Calf prices
in eastern Canada ~were stronger
and held steady on western mar-
kets. Hogs made another substan-
tial advance with increases ranzing
from 25 cents to 75 cents per cwt.,
for B-1 dressd for the week. Sheep
and lamb prices made gains at
Toronto and Montreal,

EASTERN CATTLE
MéRtlt(lETs STEADY

attle receipts were cleared at
TORONTO at steady prices.
Weighty steers sold at $8 to $9.25
with one lot at $9.35, Butchers $8
to $9 and light stockers $7.50 to
$8.50. Prices were firm at MON-
TREAL due to a lighter run. Gold
quality steers were steady at $8.65
to $9 with one load at $9.25. Prices
of other classes of cattle were firm,
Receipts were light on MARITIME
markets and prices of all classes of
cattle remained steady. Choice to
5805% steers were quoted at $8.50 to

WESTERN CATTLE

TRADE ACTIVE

The cattle trade at WINNIPEG
was active with butcher steers and
Geifers 25 cents higher. There was
a good demand for practically .l
classes of cattle, Fed yearlings were
steady with six shipments of boys
and girls' club calves meeting a
good reception., All suitable light
stockers were in demand at $7 to
$7.75, with local requirements in-
creasing leaving fewer s‘ockers for
eastern shipment. At CALGARY
the market was steady, good butch-
er steers being quoted at $7.75 to
8.60. EDMONTON had improved
action on weighty steers. Three cars
of heavy steers brought $8.15 on
United States markets. Elsewhere
in the west cattle trade was gener-
ally brisk under light receivts, Top
prices for steers at PRINCE
ALBERT were $8.J5. MOOSE JAW
$8.50, SASKATOON and REGINA
$8.25 and VANCOUVER $8.75.
UNITED STATES MARKET
Shipments of Canadian cattle to
the United States were heavier this
past week, Canadian steers at Buff-
alo brought $10.40 to $10.65 or about
the same as Toronto values of $9
to $9.25. Medium to good steers at
St. Paul were quoted at $9.50 to $10,
and good and choice vealers $9.50
to $11.

Exports to the United States dur-
ing the week consisted of 1,927 beef
cattle 464 dairy, 1,858 calves and
1,177 hogs. Shipments to date this

n
f

year, with corresponding figures
for 1940 in brackets, were: beef
cattle 44,124 (55,068), dairy 7,073

(4,871), calves 29,287 (34,227). hogs
16,708 (nil). Beef cattle exports un-
der the second quarterly quota
from April 1st to June 12th, were
21,241 (35,713.)
CALF MARKET REGAINS LOSS
The calf market at Torento open-
ed 50 cents higher at $10.50 to $11
for choice and closed strong with a
general top of $11, At Montreal,

extreme top of $11.50. The bulk of
the calves at Winnipeg were $9 to
$9.50, while good choice vealers at
Calgary were $9 to $10. Top prices
at Edmonton were $9.50, Prince Al-
bert and Moose Jaw $8.50, Saska-
;gon $9, Regina $10 and Vancouver

SUBSTANTIAL ADVANCE IN
HOG PRICES

Hog priccs at Toronto made a
sharp advance from last wcek's
closz of $12.85 to a closing price of
$13.50 this week for B-1 dressed.
Montreal sold tiogs at $13.50 to
$13.75 dressed. Hogs advanced
sharply at Winnipeg closing at
$12.50, Hogs closed at Calgary at
$11.50 to $11.85, Eimonton $11.85,
to $12,° Prince Albert $12.10 to
$12.15, Moose Jaw $12.05, Regina
$12.30, Saskatoon $12.10 to $12.25
and Vancouver $12.70 to $12.75,

LAMBS UP 25 CENTS

AT TORONTO

Choice lambs at Toronto opened
25 cents higher at $13.50 and held
the gain to the close. Montreal paid
$12.50 to $13, others $10 to $12.
Winnipeg =old a few good spring
lambs at $12.75. Tops at Calgary
were $11, Edmonton and Prince
Albert $10.50, Moose Jaw and Sask-
atoon $11 and Regina $12,

THE WOOL MARKET
Graded wool is now being offered
more freely by certified wool ware-
houses in Ontario. One warehouse
reporis the sale of two carloads,
ore of Medium S.aple and one of
Low Medium grades. Prices for
graded wool in Ontario from certi-
fied wool warehouses to manufac-
turers are'as follows:

Medium Staple, 32 cents to 33
cents per lb.; Low Medium Staple,
31 cents to 32 cents per lb.; Low
Staple, 29 1-2 cents 34 cents per lb.;
Coarse, 29 cents to 33 cents per lb.;
Black & Grey, 20 cents to 25 cents
per 1b.; Seedy & Chaffy, 18 cents
to 19 cents per Ib.; Cotts 20 cents
to 23 cents per b,

In the Maritime Provinces mills
are now purchasing freely from
farmers for direct deliveries at
mills: Medium Staple, 20 cents yer
1b,; Low Medium Staple, 26 cents to
29 centg per 1b; Low Staple, 26
cents to 28 cents per lb,; Scedy &
Chaffy, 15 cents to 20 cents per 1b.;
Cotts, 15 to 18 cents per lb.; Black
& Gray, 25 cents to 28 cents per lb.

The first carload of officially
graded Manitoba wool was shipped
east from Winnipeg this week.
Wool being delivered by wool buy-
ers to rezistered wool warciouses
in western Canada is, for the most

art, in such shape that the fleeces
vae to be conditioned. This indi-
cates lack of care on the farm dur-
ing the growing pericd and at
shearing. Only a small percentage
of weastern sheep are shorn, Regis-
tered wool warehouses in Manitoba
are offering the following prices to
farmers and wool buyers:

F'ne Staple, 20 cents per 1b.; Fine
Medium Stapls, 20 1-2 cents per 1b.;
Medium Staple, 20 cents per 1b.;
Low Medium Staple, 22 1-2 cents
per 1b.; Tow Staple, 22 cents per 1b.

Coarse, 22 cents per Ib; Sexdy &
Burry, 12 cents per 1h; Gry &
Black, 18 cents per 15 Cotts, 15

cents to 8 eots por b,
CATTLE MARKETS

TORONTO cattle receipts of

!

good veals made $10 to $11, with an »

[
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A WEEKLY COLUMN OF PRACTICAL OPINIONS OF THE
VITAL ISSUES AFFECTING THE USES AND ABUSES OF
NATURAL RESOURCES BY
MARSHFIELD

MR. LUDLOW JENKINS,

January Inventory
The sixth consecutive January
invento.y of migratory watertowl
was conducted under excepticnally
trying conditions but with results

ods employed. Under the leadership
cf the 10 regional directors practic-
ally the entire fie'd fo ce cf the
Bureau was thrown into this opera-
tion, aided oy the Army Air C-rps

the Naval Air Service, the Coast
Guard, a commercial tire and rub- |
ber company, the Forest Service,
Soil Conservation Service, National
Park Service, State forestry, police

and game and fish departments,
and others. No attempt has been
made to compile a comple‘e list of
participating personnel but the |
estimate is between 2,000 and 3,000
—a fine crops of trained observers
While the advent of winter over :
much of the count:y was delayel
nearly to the holiday season, it
closed in about at inventory t'me
with en intensity that has not teen
equalled in many yeais. Freezng
weather extended to the Gulf Coast
and deep snows were prevalent.
Despite these unusual and frequ-
ently hazarcous c:nditicns, the in-
vlentm,v was carried out on sched-
ule.

The 194) est'mates Indicated that
the'e were somewhere in the neigh-
boitood of 65,000 000 ducks and
geese on the continent, These fig-
ure; rerresent an increase of about
15 rercent in the wa‘e*fswl popula-
ticn since January 1939, and neatly
two and one-half times the

count |

19°0.

When arranged by flyways, the
results of the inventcry showe? a
decided lack of uniformity as had
been indicated by stucy of the fall
migration. As in the past few years
the Atlantic and Mississippi Flyways
this year harbored mecst of the ducks
and geese. The Central Flyway
showed a large decreace in all spec-
ies, while in the Pacific Flyway
the status of the birds remained
almost at the 1939 level.

According to species, the mallard
and the pintall are making the best
recovery, due of course to their ex-

5,262 were cleared at steady prices.
Weighty steers brought $8 to $9.25,
butcher steers and heifers $8 to $9,
butcher cows $5 to $7.50 and bulls
$6 to $7.50. Fed calves ranged from
$8.75 to $10 and light stockers $7.50
to $8.50, while milkers and spring-
ers were from $50 to $90 each,

Montreal had a lighter run of
1,622 cattle. Good quality steers
made $8.65 to $9, top $9,25, medium
kinds $8 to 850, good heifers
brought $8 to $8.50, common $4.75
to $6.50, baby beeves sold for $9 to
$10.50, bulk of the good quality
cows $7 to $7.25, canners and cut-
ters $3.50 to $4.50 and bulls $5 to
$6.50. Milch cows ranged from $50
to $110 each,

WINNIPEG had 2,738 cattle for
sale and an active trade. Butcher
cteers and heifers improved move-
ment at $8 to $8.50, odd tops $8.75.
Dry fed yearlings in demand at $7
to $7.75, quality cows steady at $5
to $7, with canners $3 to $4.50. Bulls
were in good demand at $5.50 to
$6.75. Light stockers in demand
from $7.75, common $5.50 up.
CALGARY marketed 1,793 cattle
on a generally steady market for
butchers with cows tending lywer.
Goced choice butchers brought $7.75
to $8.60, good cows $6 to $6.50, good
fed calves $8 to $8.50 and good
stocker steers $7 to $7.50.

EDMO! N had 1,231 cattle
with improved trading on weighty
eteers, others steady to strong.
Practical top on I:andyweight steers
$8.25, heifers $8, fed caives $8.50,
ngs $6.50 and bulls $6.50. Stockers

$7.

PRINCE ALBERT had 84 cattle
with a brisk trade., Good steers
were mostly $8, choice heifers $7.50
to $8, good fed calves $8 to $8.25,
stocker steers $5 to $35.75.
MOOSE JAW had a steady mar-
ket with sales at 101 head., Choice
handyweight steers and best fed
calves $8, odd top heifers $7.75, best
cows $6.50, some stockers $6.50.
REGINA receipts 130, best steers
$8.25, choice lights cows $5.40, best
bulls $6.

SASKATOON had 275 cattle. A
few chcice grain-fed steers at $7.75
to $8.25, mediums $7 to $7.25, best
cows $6 to $6.50, canners $3 to
$3.50, choice fed. calves $840.
MARITIME receipts light with
all classes steady. More cutter cows
are needed. Choice to good steers
$8.50 to $9.50, butci:er cows $5.50 to
$7, cutter $4.75 down.

SHEEP AND LAMB MARKETS
TORONTO lambs opened 25 cents
higher at $13.50 for choice and held
the gain to the close. Yearlings
were quoted at $9 to $9.50 and
sheep steady at $2.50 to $6.
MONTREAL had good lambs at
$12.50 to $13 per cwt., with medium
to good around $12, common $10 fo
$11. Sheep ranged from $3.50 to $7,
mostly $550 to $6. i
WINNIPEG had light receipts
and spring lambs sold up to $12.75.
CALGARY lambs were scarca.
making $10.50 to $11, lower prices
in prospect.
EDMONTON quoted lambs from
$10.50 down, with feedlots $8.75.
PRINCE ALBERT sold good
lambs at $10.50 good shearlings at
$8 and heavy ewes at $4.
MOOSE JAW had spring lambs
at $10 to 811, with a few heavy
lambs at $8.50.
RPOINA sold a few cholce lambs
at $12.
SASKATOON a faw light sorine
lambs quoted at $10 to $11 vear-
1ings $6.50 to $8.50. £i:eep $4.25 to
1

s e r—

IN THE STUD

Simco Harvester 2:04!4 will stand
for the season at the Alberton Rare

ltemlve ranges. Black ducks show

, tected in the
that coapletely justified the meth- |

Track,
TARRY O'RRIEN,
R In Charge.
L-245-6-T-14-21,
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a slight decrease, which may be
more aprarent than real. Although
but little imp.ovanent can be de-
status of the redhead
the canvasback shows a satisfactory
increase. The population of Canada
geere Is somewhat greater than last
year the increase does not come
up to expectations, probably be-
cause of excessive slaughter of these
birds in one or two areas du;ing
the past hunting season. Both blue
and snow geese show a satisfactory

rease.
Starvation of Ducks
Shortly after the inventory and
while the country still remained in
the grip of severe winter, wide-
read rteports of alleged wholewle
starvation of waterfowl began to

i appear in the press. As a rule, the

facts were greatly exaggerated, but
scme lesses d'd occur., Local re-
ports were over-publicized in con-
nection with cromotional campaigns
and with efforts to oponse coatin-
uation of the baiting of waterfowl
for shooting.

Several instances of alleged star-
vation in different ports of the
country were thorcughly investig-
ated, examinations of birds collect-
ed being smede by the Biclcgical
Survey, S'ste  univer-itics, and
other agencies. In each instance
the birds a'fected were woripoles
from the hunting season, were

heavily parasitizea or more suffer- |
| ing from lead po'soning. The lact-
| named diagnos's was the mzst fre-

quent finding of the technicians

of 1935, The 1940 population is pro- | coducting the exam natons.
bably very close to half that of .

In the Illinois Rive:r valley, 41
ducks suppcsed to have died of star-
vation, were given a critical latora-
tory examination, and 20 were
found to have died from lead poi-
soning. The remaining 21 birds had
died from other causes, but many
showed the characteristic le-ions of
lead poisoning, Of these, 8 were
heavily infested with internal para-
site3, 3 were suffering frem gun-
chot wounds, and 7 of the remain-
ing 10 had a considerakle quantity
of ccrn small grains, and other
food in their gizzads—a circums-
tance definitely e ‘iminatirg starva-
ticn as the cause of death.

An investigation made on Round
Lake, near Ruthven, Iowa, bv the
Biolcgical Survey in cooperation
with the State Conservaticn Com-
mission showed that about three-
quarters of the 123 dead mallards
found on the area had food in their
crops. About a fifth of the gizzards
bulged with food, but this could
not be digested because of paraly-
sis of the muscles from lead poi-
soning All but one of the 13 ducks
contained shot. Althcugh one g.z-
zard ccntained 22 pellets, 55 others
showed but cne shot each.

These studies in Illinois and Iowa
support findings of wildlife path-
ologists in other pa:ts of the coun-

try, where in many winters teports |

of starving ducks have been com-

mon, In nearly every cace wildlife |

technicians fcund that causes other
than lack of food have b2en respon=-
sible for the conditicn of the birds.

Neverthe'ess, starvation may be
the immediate cause of death fo~
ducks that ave incapacitated by
wounds, lead poisoning or p rasit-
es. For birds that might make ccm-
plete recoveries under moderate
weather conditions the freezing of
water a‘eas, with accomvanying

T deep-now, mav well mean death by

starvation. Many wildlife experts
have reached the con-lvs'on that
normal wild ducks or geese are
not likely to die of starvation, It
is becoming increasingly evident
thet the ducks that sta ve are tho-e
badly injured or too weak from
other causes to leave an area that
suddenly becomes inhcspitable, or
that are unable to withstand the
severe weathar n-nditi~ng orevail-
‘=~ for short perlods nearly everv
winter in the noriheimost parts or
the waterfowl wintering grounds.
During seve e cold spe'ls, when
tens of thousands of ducks are
c-neentrated in ¢mall open bodies
of water, it would be almost mir-
acuous if a few cead birds were
not found. S me of these may be
individuals that have lived through
a normal span of life or that are
otherwise unfit, and it is natural
frr them to succumb during critic-
al pericds.
Cripples

The annual loss of crippled or
unretrieved birds is a very serious
drain on our waterfowl. Alth-ugh
this is to some extent unavoidable
and is sometimes caured even by
expert shcoters, a large percentage
is the result of attemvts to bag
birds beyond the effective renge of
the gun. The following quotation
frcm an article by H. P
Ceun‘ry Life (Feb. 1940) is illust-
rative:

“Fed duck sheoters can go through
a season without having cause
for self-reproach over the nim“er
of crippled birds that are not re-
covered, Even if a gunner is utterly
indifferent to the humsne aspec
of the matter he cannot ignore the
fact that it is dreadfully poor bus-
iness to allow cne-fcurth of the
total annual kill of wildfowl to be
wasted in such fash’‘on. One way
to avold crippling is to use thece
modern heavv chot loads nroverly
—vrot in attemnts tA mae long-
~ange hits, but to produce cleane-
kK 's at normal ranees. T wish with
all .mv heart that these cculd be
less ta'k about the long-+ange qual-
ities of tese cariridees, Every word
of it ad’s to the numbers 0 the
nro~ broken-winged, gun-shot crea-
tures cyine In their thosands hack
in the willows ani sedge, ou* of
s'aht and too often, T fear. out of
the m'nds of the men who put
them there. Gcd kinows there 's
little need to encouragze duck hunt-
ar to trv a long shot, On anv dav
on anv ducking ground one Will see
incorrigitle opt'mistg fiting 17ng-
ranve cartridees at hirds at di-t-
enoes of frem 30 yasds to infia'ty.
I*s a lementeble a=d s~ndalcus
frot that mest of the-e 1a7s are
not top hot at the 20-yard birds
bhut thav will nevs thieless daunt’

1y uncertake to bet a 3-faeh 5 t
shotrin she'l avainet the 1if: of
a W'kl duck PH yards dic‘ant. Just

of'¢en enotieh toy rymart theie et
and hask yp the ad et ach,

they'll ki)l a 7 -yard duck dead in
ing missed a few,

air, havi

Sheldon in *

TIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS
CONNECTED WITH

Silver Fox Farming @ III !
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In Cossieeenn 4 W bar s ey e Ml VA
province the writer experienced a
severe shock when news of the sink-
ing of the S. S. Cuarlottetown was
published. It seemed to grip one
more than many of the other and
probably greater tragedies we have
experienced. On behalf of thou-
sands of silver fox farmers we
would expess to Captain John L.
Read our sincerest sympathy and
hope that this splendid steamer,
which he commanded so ably, will
be back in service again,

The Seattle, Washington Fur
Exchange held ti:eir regular sale of
furs June 12th. RANCH MINK was
76 per cent sold with fine skins
bringing from $16. to $18. and or-
dinary $9. to $14. WILD MINK was
30 per cent sold, fine Alaskans
bringing $14. to $16. WHITE FOX
was 98 per cent sold, ones and twos
brought $8. to $21. BLUE FOX to
the number of 1,500 were offered
and 1450 sold. ALASKA ARTICS
brought $45. to $356. ALEUTIAN
ISLANDS ones and twos $40. to
$60. MUSKRATS were 98 per cent
sold. Selected lots of Washirgton,
Oregon skins bought $1.70 ‘~ §1.85,
best Alaska trapped skins escught
$1.70 to $2.00. SILVER FO. . The
offering was small, only 675 skins
comprising it. These were 62 per
cent sold with selected skins bring-
ing $60. to $70., ordinary full sil-
vers $35. to $45., three-quarter sil-
vers $30. to $37., half silvers $25.
to $28., and quarter silvers $18. to
$22.

William Filene & Sons, Boston,
launched a sale last week, entitled
—*“An advance season
sale.” They featured dyed black
Persian lamb at $398, $498 and $598
per coat.”

Captain Edward Molyneux, fa-
mous Parisian designer but now
employed by Fromm Brothers in
New York is designing fur gar-
ments from silver fox pelts. He
has brouzht out a completely new
method of silver fox skin treat-
ment known as the Horizontal.
This treatment of skins is used
as a design motif as the border
of coats, jackets or sapes, Hemline
borders are either shallow or only
two split skins, or they are wide,
measuring 10 or 12 inches deep.
Collars continue large, The shawl
collar extends to waistlength on a
narrow shouldered coat, Capes
range from walst to below knee
lengths. A waistlength cape has
skins hanging in perfectly straight
lines from a wide waistlength col-
lar. Fromm Brothers have all their
styles patented and the furs made
up are sold through certain speci-
| fied dealers.

Bert Avery, Pine Knot, California,
who has stepped right to the top
| among silver fox, platinum and
white face silver breeders of ihe
| United States, has a very interest-
| ing article entitled, “Modern Fox
- Mutations,” in the American Fox
Breeder for June. These are ex-
tracts....“I have been raising sil-
ver foxes for twenty years and have
always strived to produce a better
animal. The type I have in my
mind dates back to 1923+ when I
saw a fox called Canuck CIamp-
fon at the Royal Winter Fair, To-
ronto. This male had all that a

scen anything since that compar-
ed with h‘m. He did not win the
Grand Championship that year,
was beaten by Cappy P, but old
Canuck Champion won the world's
championship five times—a record
that speaks well for Iis quality.

One of his pups, Cedar Park 17A
was my. first polygamous male, and
while this male is responsible for
many ‘of my prize winners I..am
still frying to produce a Canuck
Champion, (Canuck Ch:ampion was
owned by Peter G. Clark, Summer-
side, P.EI, and M, Clark will feel
proud, we are sure, when he reads
the above.

“In the Spring of 1936 I tried to
buy a white-face silver from the
Black Forest ranch and was in-
formed they had decided never to
sell breeding stock. About the
same time I saw a lady wearing a
white-face scarf and I was im-
pressed with the beauty of the sil-
ver, Al'ough this scarf was only
a three-quarter silver the silver
was blue white and the black was
blue black. After introducing my-
self T sald, “I see you are wearing
a Black Forest fox scarf.” “No,” she
said, “this fox came from the Col-
pitts ranch in Calgary.” I corres-
ponded with the manager and fi-
nally persuaded him to part with
one pair of white-face silvers and
they arrived in November, 1936.

I understand the Colpitts muta-
tion appeared in 1928 and about 19-
31 ten pairs of the best white-face
breeders were shipped to the Col-
nitts ranch in New Brunswick and
{rey claim that more mutation can
be seen on this ranch in two hours
than in all the rest of Canada.
Their show record in white-face
and platinum foxes speaks well for
the quality of their strain.

The McNeill strain of white-face
foxes is better known, I visited
their ranch in 1938 and bought two
pair., At that time they had some
very fine white-face silvers and
two very fine platinum males that
4'ad been produced from their
white-face silvers. Last November
the Canadian ranchers put on a
mutation show at Saskatoon, Sask.,
T decided I had better take a look.

At this show there were the fol-
low:ng herds— the LaForest, the
McNeill, the MacDonald and the

Holman strains, I will try to give
a brief description of each,

Mr, Burroughs had some very
fine platinums and won many high
awards with 1:is animals, His foxes,
1 understand, are of the MceNeill
strain and were very uniform in
colour, colour being bluish white

and hopelessly e'ippled a few mo'e
that could nst b2 gath2ied after-

rd.
(TO BE CONTINUED)

fox should have and I have never ,

waldl @ velaug atu une
underfur was creamish waite and
the tail had the appearance of the
same combination as the body, The
Holman mutation is another orig-
inal mutation produced on the C.
C. Holman ranch and is a distinct
type and quite different from the
McNeill platinums, This male Qas
abundant white markings and s
hard to describe. In the ~raw he
seemed to be a mixture of black,
white and blue guard hairs. I un-
derstand that the Holman strain
crossed with the McNeill white-face
silvers produced the herd owned
by Dr. R.H. MacDonald.

P I

They are different from all the
strains and it is hard to describe
exactly what they look like. One
thing outstanding about this strain
was the strength of guard fur and
the fine conformation which s
characteristic of the MacDonald
herd of standard silvers. Some of
these platinums had a  peculiar
appearance as though the colours
did not blend. They were dark and
light in waves from the back and
the underfur blended with the
uard fur, that is, where the guard
ur was dark the underfur was

dark and where the guard fur was
blue the underfur was blue. This
strain is beautifully marked and
has a good future,

The LaForest strain came from
an original mutation occurring on a
ranch in Quebec. The original muta-
tion was a platinum and this s‘rain
and other strains I have seen where
the original was a plat'num are
different from the platinums pro-

fur coat +duced from selections from white-

face siivers, In the LaForest strain
instead of a creamy white underfur
they have a blue underfur that
blends and corresponds to the light-
ness of the guard fur, The guard
fur on these foxes is a mixture
of three shades of blue mixed with
some almost white hairs, The veil-
ing does not break sharp but each
hair darkens a little at the tip,
making a colour that cannot bs®
accurately described, This strain is
large and they have an abundance
of fur, They are very similar to
the better types of Norwegian skins
I have examined. There was a nice
showing of white-face silvers. They
are different from our American
white-faces in that they carry a
much heavier veiling.

From Saskatoon I wentto Grand
Rapids where the Michigan and
Ohio associations were staging a

grand fox show, and here again
were more platinums and more
white-face silvers, It seems at

the U. S. ranchers prefer blonde,
because the platinums here are
much paler in colour than the
Canadian platinums. There were
4 different platinum herds here,all a
little different. FEach one of these
herds had for the orizinal a plat-
inum mutation. First there was the
herd shown by Wilfred Todd, one
of titem a beautiful adult male,
very pale with white underfur,
beautiful brush and well marked.
The Buffalo Bill ranch of Cody,
Wyoming, had a very fine entry of
platinum foxes, These animals were
very pale blue in colour in the
guard, fading to almost white on
the flanks, with  underfur that
blended, being pure white on the
belly and getting darker over the
back, These foxes are well furred,
well marked and created a lot of
Interest.” Quite a number of other
txerds were described by Mr. Avery
and then he goes on to say....“I
have been asked many times what
I think of the future of the plat-
inums, Frankly, I don't know. Right
now they command fancy prices,
due partly to the scarcity, I think
we have a lot of hard work ahead
of us and we will have to keep in
close contact with the auction sales
to watch tire trend, and we will no
doubt make as many changes in
our platinums as we have in our
standards. I think most of the A-
merican platinums are too pale—
not enough character to make them
stand out. For the scarf trade they
are desirable, but soon they will be
cut up into garments and we must
have more colour, more patiern
and more character to make them
stand out as a distinctive fur,

Beauty of character and volume
of fur are the important points to
consider. No doubt these new col-
our phases have been a life saver
for {1.e ranchers, and a boom to
the furrier. The public were getting
fed upon silver foxes and the fur-
riers were desperate for something
new and were trying to get good
blue foxes to tempt the buyers.
and now we can give them almost

anything they can nrame in the
way of a fox., The future of the
white-face silver is very brignt.

Silver fox has been the most popu-
lar fur on the market for many
years and in the white-face silver
we have a similar character but
mucly more brililant in colour tha!
makes an outstanding scarf and
works into garments beautifully.

The pearl platinum as developed
by the Ritchies, Garwoods and the
Cherrys of Colorado are very beau-
tiful foxes. These are a solid colour
fox with a pearly blue coloring. A
pearl platinum mated to a standard
female will produce all silvers in
the first cross, but when these are
mated back to a pearl platinum a
high percentage of the second gen-
eration are pure pearl platinums.”

The results of the Canadian Fur
Auction held the past week show
that of the 9.562 skins offered al-
most 6,000 were sold at an average
price of $22.73, This would net the
rancher if he sold through one of
the shippirg companies, something
over $20.00. The company claims
that this is a 5 per cent advance

year ago. Our contention is and
always will be that the fox iarmers
through their organizations . haye
got to bestir themselves and take
more interest in the Canadian mar-
ket. After all there is a tremend-
ous amount of money circulating
in Canada that will be spent for
luxuries and wez are dumbbells of
the first order if we don't get our
proportion of it, Others with more
aggressiveness and lesg laissez fahja
attitude will change the pubile
consciousness towards Persian lamb,
mink or any of a half-dozen other
furs,

Saveral ranchers have called up
with reference to trouble in tieir
ranches, foxes going off feed heilg
the principal thing complained of.
Our advice was to cut down fecd
at once and gradually inc
appetite returned. We thin
may have been a little laxmer
the preparation of the fe It may
be the meat was a bit tainted bee
cause evidently some “bug" got into
the system and caused fermenta-
tion or distress. Most of the ‘roub=
le occurred in es that
been feeding h
mixing their feeds
fore feeding time,
causing fermentation.

ly and
some Y
thus

We are indebted to Ollip McNetl,

Fort Qu’Appelle, S {for conles
of the Denver, 10, Rocky
Mountain notes a full
count of the

lar in Denver and his fo

well known. Ore of the Rotarians
was 6 feet 7 1-2 inches tall and
the smallest chap 5 feet 4 1-3
inches, They were photogr: phed
together and made quite a zon-
trast.
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WINNIPEG, Man, June 20 -=
Sufficient moisture for present yé=
quirements is generally reported

over the West. Exceptions to this
continue to be found in the Ed-
monton division of Alberta and im
north eastern Saskatchewan.
Plentiful surface moisture in all
other terirtory has tended to de-
velop & shallow root system unger
an extremely heavy growth and
there will therefore continue

an urgent demand for more rai
maintain present prospect
welcome arrival of warmer weather
has been ideal for all crops and no
serious damage is reported frmom
any source according to the Week=
ly Ccrop Report of the Department
of Agriculture of the Canadian Na=
tional Railways.

Southern Manitoba con
be favored with an abund
rainfall and much of the whi
now in the shot blade. Growth is
heavy and prospects are excellent
fall rye is well headed out,

In Northern Manitoba rain has
fallen in some districts but in oth=
ers the need is becoming urgent.
Wheat has made good recovery fol=
lowing frost damage but it is fear-
ed the coarse grain which was
badly frozen may not fully recover.
Ccrops are generally reported to bhe
10 days later than average. -

Conditions in southern = Saske
atchewan are generally reported
satisfactory but some of the lighter
land is drying out and rain will
soon be needed. Higher tempera-
tures during the p week
promoted more rapid g
gerious damage to crops from
source is reported.

Prospects in the Saskatoon divis-
lon are very promising. Scattered
showers have occurred at many '’
points but a good rain would be
welcome, There is a general need
of rain in most of Nothern Sask-
atchewan although no deterioration
of crops is reported Crops have
made excellent progress during the
last several warm days and wheat
Is coming into shot blade,

Southern Alberta reports hot dry
weather with some high winds and
a few showers All grains doing
nicely and of good color, More
rain would be welcome in some of
the lighter soil districts. The gen-
eral outlook still remains good.

Most of northwestern Alberta

is

still in need of more rain, Weather
with

has been somewhat warmer
scattered showers but a
heavy rain is an urgent
ment. Poor pasture cond

undoubtedly affect dai produc=
tion and much of th y crop is
already reported a fe i

Heavy showers over the entire
Peaceriver District have improved
the moisture situation greatly.
Some of the wheat is in the shot
blade and no damage is reported

from any source

ORDNANC FRT KILLED
LONDON — (CP) — P:iminent
figure in the retail motor trade be=

fore the war, Lt-Col W. H., Pres-
tage of the Royal Army Ordnance
in action,

HOLSTEIN MEETING

The annual meeting of the
P. E. I. Branch of the Hol-
stein  Friesian  Association
will be held Tuesday, June
24th, at 11 o’clock A. M.
Standard Time in the Agri-
culture Hall, Charlottetown.
All Breeders of Holsteins
attend if possible,

CECIL STEWART,
Secretary,

L 628-6-20-2¢c

HEY! SARGE
WHERE'S

over the previous sale. Careful con-

does not fill ohe with enthusiasm
Tt seems to the writer that there

has been a distinet slowing down
‘n the popularity and demand for

I eflyer fox the past few months, One
deeg rot see them faatvred in the )

advertisements of the largs firms
in the large cities as they were &
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