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WEED SEED ON FARMS
FARMERS MUST ALWAYS BE ON
THE ALERT.

New and Pernicious Plants Are Intro-
duced In Many Ways and Their
Appearance Should Be Noted at
Once — Important Point Regard-
ing OControl Is to Destroy All
Weeds Before They Have Gained
Headway.

No matter how careful @ man may
be :in preventing weeds from going
to seed om his land, most of his work
will 'be for nothing if he permits
seeds to be constantly brought to his
farm from the outside. Another im-
portant point regarding weed control
is to destroy pernicious weeds before
they have gained sufficient headway
to do serious damage. Farmers
should ever be on the alert for the
appearance of new weeds which are
being introduced and for old weeds
which ' ‘are developing noxious
tendencies. When a plant shows
any tendency toward becoming a
troublesome weed it should be called
to the attention of someone in auth-
ority and every effort made to keep
it under control. !

Weeds may be brought to the farm
in various ways. The principal source
of introduction is through seeds.

Many of the purchased grain,
clover and grass seeds contain weed
seeds as impurities. How can the
farmer purchase clean seed? In no
‘permanent way will the quality of
geed offered for sale be greatly im-
proved except by greater knowledge
and alertness on the part of the con-
sumer. First, the farmer should know
what copstitutes good seed; second,
he should know fairly closely what
high-grade seed is worth; and, third,
he should be willing to pay a fair
price for it. Laxity on one or more

Characteristis Root Growth of Canada
Thistle, a Permanent Weed,

of these points is responsible for
most of the farmer’s trouble over
poor. 8eeds. Seedsmen say that they
are forced to carry poor seeds in
stock bechuse many farmers will not
pay for the better grades. Cheap
seeds are really the most expensive
kind that can be purchased. i

In improving his knowledge of
what constitutes good seeds, the
farmer will find the advice of the
agricultural experiment stations of
great assistance. These institutions
gladly test samples of seeds for farm-
ers free of charge. That test will
show whether there are any weed
seeds or other impurities present and
the percentage of germination of the
crop seed. In purchasing seed of
alfalfa and clover the most important
point to consider is the presence of
dodder seed. Clover seed should also
be examined for seeds of the plan-
tains.

"Some kinds of stock feed are free
of weed seeds, while others.are not.
Cottonseed meal, oil meal, brewers'
and distillers’ grains, corn bran, mid-
dlings and the gluten feeds are prac-
tically free of weed seeds; but mo-
lasses feeds, oat chop, wheat bran
and the mixed feeds are apt to con-
tain more or less seeds of various
weéeds. This is especially true of that
cliss of mixed feeds made from mill
by-products, for the reason that such
by-products are partly composéd of
screenings. These screenings contain
weed seeds resulting from the clean-
ing of grain. Some firms grind or
heat thé screenings that go into mix-
ed feeds, and in such cases the per-
centage of live weed seed is very low.
. 'Nearly all purchased manure is full
of weed seeds. If it is hauled to the
farm when fresh many thousands of
weed seeds are introduced, so that
thie farmer is storing up future trou-
ble for himself. As this manure ‘us-
ually bha# to be removed from the
town in the fresh state, the only
chance \to compost it in order to
make the weed seeds rof is after it
relaches the farm. It has been found
that the weed seeds in manure piles
rot quickly, under ordinary condi-
tions, ‘'so that practically all of them
have logt their vitality in two months.
Whether the farmer, should compost
city manure by leaving it in piles
after he has drawn it to his farm is
questionable.

' Dairy Cow Is Economical,

Two facts stand ouf prominently
a8 reasons for the increased produc-
tlon and use of milk., The first is
that milk #8 purchased on the mar-
kel usually’ supplies food material
together with the growth-producing
elements, more econiomically than
either meat or eggs. The second rea-
80n is that the dairy cow is the most
economical producer of animal tood.
Ode great law of food conservation
I8 ito turn fnedible' feeds into edible
foods in the cheapest possible man-
er. The dairy cow will utilize coarse
materials, ihedible {0 humans—such
8 grasg, cornstalks and hay — and
will turn them into milk. Other farm
:rlmlll aldo are converters of coarse
|roughage into edible foods, but are
not so e% cient as the dairy cow.

Less HMens In Holland.
According to Government figures
the number of hens in Holland has
decreased from 8,000,000 to 3,000,-
0 0 in two years,

" ‘Don't Starve the Bees. o
! (are Warn ;

FEEDING THE HENS,

Proper Care Will Produce

Satistactory Results,

:\ hel}llnyin
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The problems of poultry feeding
require good judgment and keen ob-
servation, Hens fed for €gg produc-
tion should have foods high in the
food elements which are found in
eggs. Those fed in the fattening pens
should have the foods which most
economically produce fat. The best
ration, then, is (h¢ one which sup~
plies most economlcally the food re-
quirements of the bird for the pur-
pose for which it is kept,

It should be remembered that one
of the principles of poultry feeding
Is that the hen cannot do well, if fed
on u whole grain ration. Not only
does a ration of grain fail (o furnish
the proper food nutrients, but such a
ration is difficult for the bird to di-
gest properly. ‘The great fault with
the farmer in his poultry feeding is
that he attempts to feed a whole
grain at thai. Such a ration results
in poor egg production and also
causes digestive disorders and liver
and kidney troubles, Complaints of
this kind frequently come to the
Department of Poultry Husbandry
and a suggested change in the ration
has usually resulted in the elimina-
tion of the trouble,
tlon demands a combination ot whole
and ground grains. A ration should
consist of grains and ground feeds.
(enerally speaking, twice as much
grain should be consumed as ground
feed. This depends, of course, upon
the nature of the foods fed.

A good ration for egg production
cah be made with a combination of
grains and ground feeds. For grains,
equal parts by weight of wheat and
corn, or in the winter time twice as
much corn as wheat, may be used.
For ground feed, a mixture of equul
parts of bran, shorts and cornmeal
may. be used. Efficient egg produc-
tion requires also that this ration be
supplemented with ‘either sour milk
—all that the birds will drink—or
in case sour milk is not available,
commercial beef scrap. One-fourth of
the ground feed should consist of
beef scrap in case this is used.

The importance of keeping grit
and oyster shell before the birds at
all times cannot be over-estimated
and is especially important during
the winter months,

Very

pound hen
ber will produce six
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Elevator Screenings,

During the past year elevator
screenings from the head of the
lakes, formerly almost wholly - ex-
ported to the United States, have
been made available to Canadiafi
stockmen. A standard stock food
has been made out of recleaned
screenings. This product, now avail-
able in large quantities, may vary
somewhat in character, but is fairly
uniform,. and wherever used is pro-
viding an excellent feed. The aver-
age composition of 'many samples
used is as follows:

Per cent
Broken and shrunken wheat.. 46.1
Wild buckwheat 37.1
Wild oats ....... 8.6
(o] {1 IR 1.0
Flax .. ovivevon 0.1
(0) 1Y, ARG PE i o 5.65
Mustard seeds ....... 0.70
Other seeds . .... i e v 048

The actual percerlage contained
of wheat and buckwheat varies more
than in the cast of the other con-

stituents. - Both, however, are of
high food value,

A fair chemical analysis of re-
cleaned screenings may show as
follows:

Per cent.

Protein i Jiig e

Dy Le) R AR T A K RO R .

It will be seeh. that recleaned

screenings shows a higher analysis
fn both protein and fat than either
whedt 'or domesticated buckwheat.
The fibre content is reasonably low,

Opportunity to Cull Dairy Stock.

No dairy breed produces a smaller
number of undesirable animals than
doés the HoOlstein-Friesian, yet we
haveithem; and now is the time for
the close culling of our pure bred
herds, while the culls will bring
twice as much for beef as In nor-
mal times. In season and out of
season I have advocated cloge cull-
ing; for with the high prices for feed
and labor it is an economic waste all

he food be

t proportion and in a judi- .

Efficient diges-
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BUILDERS,

|+ Because They Are Cheaper and
Easier to Keep Dry-—They Permit
Circulation of Air, But “Dugout"
Is Not Satisfactor
Moisture.

Sweet- potato storage houses mav
be built of wood, brick, hollow tile,
cement, or stone. Wooden houses are
preferable, because they are cheaper
and easier to keep dry than the other
types. It is difficult to keep moisture
from collecting on the walls of a ce-
ment, stone, or brick house, Where
such houses are built for sweet po-
tato storage they should be lined with
lumber so as to keep the alr in the
house from coming in contact with
the masonry walls. It is best 1o build
sweel potato storage houses on foun-
dations that allow a circulation of
air under them. The ‘‘dugout,” or
house built partly under ground, is
not satisfactory for storing sweet po-
tatoes at any time, because it is prac-
tically impossible to keep this type of
house dry, and moisture in the stor-
age house will cause the crop to rot.

The foundation of the storage
house may be in the form of pillars
or solid wallg and should be of such
o height that the floor is about on
the level of the bottom of the wagon
bed, while the footings should bhe
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Cross Section of Small Sweet-Potato
‘Storage House, 12 by 16 Feet.

carried below the frost line or fo
solid ground. Girders 6 by 10 or 8
by 8 inches in size are usually placed
on the pillars, d

Where cement, brick or stone
foundation . walls are built, they
should extend 18 to 20 inches above
the ground level; and plates 2 to 3
inches thick and 8 to 10 inches wide
should be placed on the wall. In us-
ing walls for the foundation it is ne-
cessary to provide means for venti-
lation under the house. This can be
done by placing small windows in the
foundation every 10 to 12 feet. Even
where solid outside foundation walls
are used it is advisable to sue pillars
for the centre supports. The rows of
pillars should be not farther apart
than 8 to 10 feet.

The space between the walls
should be left open, because any ma-
terial used to keep out the cold will
abgorb oisture. Many storage
houses have been built with sawdust,
shavings, or similar material hetween
the walls, but this practice. should
never be followed. Sawdust will take
up moisture and when once wet will
never dry out. The moisture will
keep the house damp and cause the
walls to rot. The air space is a good
insulator if the walls are made tight.

Thorough ventilation is necessary
in a storage house. This is provided
by means of windows, doors, and
ventilators in the floor and through
the roof.. The .openings in the floor
around the stove prevent overheating
the potatoes near the stove. The bot-
tom of the windows should be within
18 {nehes or two feet of the floor. The
‘windows and doors must be made so
a8 to close tightly to keep out the
¢old. All windows should be made
to'open from the outside, as the bins
will {nterfere with opening them
from the inside. Where glass win-
dows are used, outside shutters are
put on, and these should be well
g:dded. Some of the windows should

.made of glass, so as to admit light
withount letting in cold air, as it is
necessary to have light when working
in the house an%ln cold weather the
house should not be kept open.

The arrangement of the interior of
the house depends upon the methods
of storuge used. Some growers store
potatoos in boxes, crates, baskets, or
hampers, while others store in bins.
The smaller containers are to be pre-
ferred to bins where it is practicable
to use them, because they eliminate

around to keep an unprofitable cow.
We keep cows for milk; the calf is
a by-product. No cow not returning |
a good profit on milk produced
ghould be retained as a by-product
producer. We may be sure that for
the next few years the number of
cows und Hheifer calves slaughtered
in Europe for meal will be less than
normal, and that the shortage will
be made up by meat imporiations,
We shall gel ‘our share of the trade,
and it will have its effect on the mar-
ket price to, be obtained for cull
stock. Then if you have not done so
already, clean up now; you will nev-
er have another opporfunity like the
present.—M., H. Gardner.

Qot Profit from Dairying.

In crirying large production and
profit go hand in hand. Breeding fur-
nishes the most economical way to
obtain large-producing cows. The
pure-bred bull, with generations of
high-producing . ancestors back of
him, must be used for breeding, and
only the best heifers from the best
cows should be chosen to be the
dams of the next generation,

$196.41 Gross Per Cow. :
At Lecombe Experimental Farm
there were 25 pure-bred Holsteins in
1917. All the milk produced by

this hertl was made into cheese ana
ln}d 4oeally at 26c per 1b. The

average return per cow was $196.44

considerable handling and redue¢e the
amount of decay, Many growers store
in ‘the hampers that are to be used
for marketing the potatoes. This is
a'satisfactory plan, as it requires no
outlay of money for storage recepta-
cles, and the packages for shipping
must be provided in any event if the
crop it to be marketed.

Value from Ensilage.

Cutting corn for the silo before it
i8 reddy is too general a practice.
The full feeding value of the crop
cahnot be obtained until the soft
dough stage is reached. The lower
leaves will then be dead, some of the
husks will have turned brown, and
the ears will be hard, but the stalks
and upper leaves of the plants will
still be green and succulent. Cut-
ting before this time is like market-
ing cattle or hogs before they are
finished.

Tobacco Seed for Southeérn Ontarlo. |

~ Tobacco growers of Southern On-
tario can, by applying to the Tobacco
Division, Central Experimental Farm,
Ottawa, before the end of February,
secure on&quwter ounce samples of
seed of either White Burley or Warne
tobacco. This quantity of seed is suf-
fiefent to sow, 150 square feet of seed-
bed, and to plant one acre and a half.
The supply of seed is limited and no
a
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To do this Wooden Structures Are Preferable Soldier Whd Was Formerly an Expert

J ' In Such Matters Tells His Im-

Orchards Destroyed by the Hun
Invaders Are Very Sad Sight.

NE of the best accounts of

agriculture, as practiced in

the vicinity of the fighting

front in France, i§ given by
A. B, Cutting, formerly an editor of
several Toronto agricultural periodi-
cals, who enlisted with a Canadian
battalion at Winnipeg, and, as Sergt.
Cutting, Saw considerable service
with the colors., His article appears
in a recent number of “The Farm-
er,”” St, Paul, of which his brother,
M. C. Cutting, an Ontario College
graduate, is an associate editor.
Sergt. A. B. Cutting, who is also a
graduate of the 0. A, C., is now lec-
turing on horticulture in the Khaki
University.

The following are extracts from
Sergt. Cutting's article, which
under the heading, “Agriculture in
and Near No Man’s Land’:

Land is mostly non-existent.. By
‘No Man's Land’ I refer to all France
that has been the scene of battle,

No Man’s Land at one time or an-
other,

“Farming was carried on there in
some sections that remained quiet
long enough for preparing the soil
and sowing the seed, but the awaying
of offensives from March to Septem-
ber so trampled under foot. or ‘blew
to smithereens’ the promise of crops
that the harvest was infinitesimal,
compared with what might have
been. Sufficient was salvaged, how-
ever, to make the work of harvesting
worth while. Everyone knows which
side did the harvesting after the mid-
dle of July!

““To agriculture in No Man's Land
the ‘unkindest cut of all’ is the wan-
ton destruction’ of orchards every-
where that the Hun has been. Nearly
every tree not ruined already by shell
fire has been felled or irreparably
damaged by axe or saw. To me these
orchards are among the saddest
sights of the battlefields.

“In definite and delightful con-
trast to the desolation of No. Man’s
Land lie the fields of France behind
the lines, Every effori. to make in-
creased production help win the war
is being put forth by the people. And
the wonder of it all is, to me, how
they manage to till such large areas
and produce the fine-qualitied, heavy
crops that they do by the practice
of almost primitive methods——prac-
tices and implements like those of
ploneer days in America — even on
their poorest land, clayey, shaley,
some of it half chalk. Everything is
done intensively, to be sure; exten-

is not practiced.
in central and southern France are
more modern, I am told, I write here
only what I have actually seen in the
northern and northwestern parts of
the country. e

“Three things attract the eye fore-
ibly when viewing the farming land-
scapes outside the villages. First is
the terraced hillsides. Apparently,
the Frenchman does not like work-
ing up and down hills, even nmoderate
slopes. Instead, by terracing, whkich
must be a long, laborious job, he
turns the hillside into a series of
level fields that look like broad steps
ascending from earth to sky-line,
Even if the farmer does not cultivate
the rises of the steps, he has increas-
ed the surface area of his farm. Make
a drawing and figure it out! Note
that I did not say ‘tillable’ area!
Most farmers, however, do cultivate
the rises as well as the treads, wher-
ever practicable.

“The second thiug that attracts
specially is the ‘patch work’ appear-
ance of the farms. A number of
various sized, shaped and colored lit-
tle plots, all unfenced, appear sewn
(not sown) together into a glgantic
crazy quilt, The scenic effect is pleas-
ing:; but one cannot help wondering
if the practical effect on production
and one pocket-book of having, say,
a half-dozen one or two-acre patches
of wheat separated by a similar num-
ber of like areas of potatoes or barley
or rye on the same farm, is satisfac-
tory.

“Very few modern implements are’
used. I have seen a few antiquated
reapers and binders, and a mower or
two, but these are exceptions, It may
be that better kinds of implements
were used before the war than are in
use to-day. Better kinds surely will
be used after the war, if the people
heed the demonstrations of efficiency
given by agricultural implements im-
ported from the United States and
Canada into France by military auth-
ority for purposes connected with the
war, s
“‘One thing among the many that
the French farmer does know is that
land will not produce good crops year
after year without being fertilized.
Every pound of manure that his sta-
bles produce and that he can beg or
buy (in trade) goes on the land.
None is wasted, except by exposure
and leaching in barnyards.

“‘Among the interesting sights- of
the harvest field are clover in cocks
80 small that a child could lift one;
hay of all kinds in cocks tied with
thongs at the top; grain in shocks
much larger than made in America;
and hay, straw and unthreshed grain
in symmetrical, many-shaped stacks,
of which the French and also the
English and Scottish farmers are
master builders. :
“‘Every farmer seems to have plen-
ty of horses, such as they are. All
the good horses in the country have
been commandeered for army pur
poses, except a number of pure-breds
left in selected localities for breed-
ing. Those left for working the
farms are mostly tlie unfits. The pre-
dominating type is heavy draught,
showing Percheron blood, mostly
l;g' in, color, magsive in bone an
sonformation, aud poor in quality,

pplicant will be supplied with! more |

than ome sample, _

1 bhoped to wee the kind of stal-

G IN FRANCE

€ 200 eggs in o year 1« > FFW INTERESTING FACTS FOR HOW IT LOOKS TO CANADIAN

pression of the KFrench Methods—

is

‘““The agriculture of No Man's

Every foot of such land has been a

sive farming, as known in America, |
Farming methods

lions that were offered for servite
throughout the country, but managed
to see only two, both of which would
be digqualified in an American show
ring for sheer audacity alone. Let us
consider rhem exceptions, which
probably they were. Most farmers
have at least one or two mares of
gvod breeding qualiiies even though
they may be old and blemished.
There are also lots of really good
colts, 100 young as yet for work
either on the farm or at the front,
“Caltle in this part of the country
are all red in color. While I have
been in France, at rest or training
in various villages, and on the move
in train or bus or on foot over many
miles of farming country, I have seen
no more than a dozen head of cattie

This charaeteristic, coupled with
comparison with breeds that I know

that these cattle originated in Nor-
mandy.

or through interpreters, what breed
their cows were, and not one could
tell me. To them they were ‘just
cows.” At any rate, they are good
general purpose cattle for general
purpose farmers.

“The cows are milked very early
in the morning and often not again
until about nine o'clock at night.
Some farmers milk three times a day.
English and Scottish goldiers can buy
this milk at eight or ten cents a
quart, even less sometimes; but the
Canadians and the Yanks, all of

most. peasants, are honored with a
special price thdt rangés anywhere
from twelve to twenty cents, accord-
ing to the man, the maid and the
moment.

“Goats also are raised extensively
for milk, meat ard work. Of sheep
and swine, I can say very little. The
few of the former that [ have seen
were poor specimens, and the many
of the latter were worse. There are
lots of good live stock in France,
pure-bred and grade, but that kind s
not prevalent in districts near the
war zone.

“Poultry are plentiful. Every vil-
lage housewife keeps a large flock of
hens, usuaMy scrubs, to which she
attends with great care and solici-
tude.”’

- EVER READY.

Canada Came Through the War
Gloriously and Safely.

Conditions obtaining in Canada
before the outbreak of war in 1914
were such as to make it harder for
the public in general to stand the
test and strain for the four vears of
trial to come,

We were a peace-loving peopic in-
ured to the softer experiences and
comforis of life.
was not an ontstanding characteristic
of Canadians. Interest in public
fairs, as was shown always on elec-
tion days, was confined to a small
minority.

or had happened to prepare us for
war.

war gloriously and safely, with crucl
losses of men, but without the dig-
tress at home that might have becn
expected from the unreadiness of
1914,

Five years after 1914, we cowe
face to face with the tasks, problems
and duties of reconstruction, With-
out minimizing their magnitude, it
may be affirmed confidentally that we
are better prepared for
tion than we were for war,

If our war service has been su:-
cessful, then, why should we not
triumph in the contests of peace?

Canadians come up to peace with
a very remarkable training in steadi-
ness, thoroughness and thrift.

Those returned soldiers appearing
here in new crowds daily represent
the stuff of victory over the Hun.

Every officer noted on the streets
has undergone severe, exact amnd
methodical training.
All the people of Canada have
had good reason to learn something
of value to the country since July,;
1914,

War has prepared' us for recon-

that were other than red in color. |

or have read about, makes me think |

I have asked a dozen farm- | (§
ers, by means of my ‘pidgin’ French | |

whom are considered millionaires by |

Thrift, for instance, |

al-i1

Practically nothing had been done

And yet, Canada came through the |

reconstrue- |

| bn arbitrary cost values of feeds. At

SOME ADVANTAGES OF DAIRY,

Sale of Products Furnishes Steady
Income Throughout Year.

1. The sale of dairy produects fur-
nishes o steady income throughout
the year. The farwuer who depends
upon crop sales for his income us-
ually inakes the bulk of his sales dur-
ing one or two months of the year,
while during'the rest of the year he
bas no cash income. Such a svstem
requires long eredits in
munity.

2. The market for dairy products
fluctuates very little year by year as
compared with other farm products,
3. Through the 1 rn of manure
to the land the fertility und physical
condition of the aoil nay be maine

A Good Daziry Herd Gives the Farm
Many Advantages.

tained at a high level and crops in-
| creased. Even after mwuy years a
| properly maintained dairy farm has
constantly increasing crop vields in-
stead of decreasing ones

4. In’ dairying, labor may be uti-
lized at a more uniform rate through-
out the year than in nearly any other
farm business. The graln grower, for
example, may have to employ much
! additional labor at harvest time, but
| 80 tar as the dairy is concerned the
dairyman has about the same duties
to perform every month of ‘the year.
Thus, less help is required seasonally
and permanent ecmployes may be
kept.

5, Through the dairy cow many
unsalable roughages m@ay be trans-

| formed into products from which
cash may be realized." Grass hay,
i corn fodder and other roughage

| which may not have a ready sale are
| economically utilized by the dairy
| cow., Land which is mot suitable for
| cultivation can be utilized for pas-
turage for dairy ,cows.

LR )

Cost of Rearing Horses.

Some interesiing calculations have
been made at the various Dominion
Experimental Farms as to the cost
of rearing and maintaining horges.
At Fredericton, N.B., farm, 1t is said

|
|

to have cost from $90 ‘to $100 to
raise draft colts from birth to three
yvears of age. "An extraordinarily

cheap ration would, however, appear
to have been used, as the feeding of
two' idle horses at this station from
January 1 to April 1, 1917, is stated
to have been only $8.33 each,

At one of the experimental farme
i In Quebec the cost of maintenance

of twelve heavy horses employed in
heavy work was carvefully kept, The
total cost* of feed amounted to
$915.76 for the twelve, or $76.51 per
head per year, ov 20.9 cents per head

per day. The total number of hours
of work for the twelve horses was
32,892, and the average 1,991 hours

per horse for the year, and a daily
average of 6.5 hours per horse. Each
hour's work, therefore, cost 3.8 cents |
for feed. The above figures are based

the average prices actually paid, the
total cost would be §1,595.32 for the
year for twelve horses, $132,94 per
horse, 36.4 cents per head per day.
At this price an hour's work would
cost 6.67 cen

struction infinitely better than peacc
prepared us for war,

steady and with' good courage,

“The Dumbells” Score.

The Third Canadian Division con-
cert party, ‘“The Dumbells,” that,
like the Second Division troops, “The
See Toos,'” scored such a hit in Lon- |
don, went to Brussels, the capital of |
Belgium, during the first week of
the year, and gave some perforn:-
ances in the leading theatre there be- |
fore the King and Queen of the Bel- |
gians and full audiences. The pro-
ceeds were given in aid of Belglan
charities.

The reception the Canadiang werce '

given in Brussels was quite the most
enthusiasiic they have ever had. The |
audience cheered at every proper op-
portunity, shouted in chorus “Brave
Canada,” and sang repeatedly O
Canada.”

A few nights previous to these sp« -
cial performances, some members of,
‘‘the Dumbells’” went to the Gaiely

Theatre in Brussels to see the vaude-

ville show' there. One of the per- |
formers was a conjurer and, as is
usual with his kind, he invited mem-
bers of the audiénce on the stage 1o
be convinced that he liad ‘‘nothing in
his hands and nothing up his
sleeves.” A ‘‘Dumbell” accepted the
invitation and he persuaded some of |
his confreres to join him. Then the

stage manager announced to the

audience that the soldiers were Cana-

digns and part of the Third Division

concert party. The audience then be-

gan to cheer and insisted on our

boys giving some entertainment. The

result was that the rightful perform-

ers gathered in the wings, and the

Canadians held the boards until near-

1y midnight. ;

Interested In Canadian Stock.
The Roumanian Vice-Consul in
England has written to Canada that
he is preparing a study on Rou-
ImanIA‘n economic  recuperation for
' publication in that cotntry, and that
he would like to réproduce in same
some photos of Conadian Holstein-
| Friestan cattle and of Percheron and
ftarm draught horses,

‘The new era dpens to find Canada |

1
i
| perimental Farm at Kapuskasing for
| 1917 does not seem fo promise very

Not & Promising Prospect.

The report of the Dominion x-

well for the soldier settlements if is
proposed to establish in that neigh-
borhood. This report says: |
“Over 110 acres of land was sown |
with oats; only about slx acres oi
this matured. Five acres were sown
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Experienced Orchardists Will Resume

; Planting.

Among the branches of agriculture
that are due to benefit from the
restoration of normal conditions of
transport of produets, fruit-growing
is not to be the last by any means
according to the predictions of thosc
who are most interested in the indus.
try. Alithough many orcha hav¢
been sacrificed on account labo:
conditions, and the want of demans
that existed during the War period
those thar have survived are evidene:
of either unusual skill on the. par:
of thelir owners or the fact that they
are specially well Jocated as regards
so0il and climatic requirements—-
whetlier the latter civeumstance i
due 1o wise selection of the site or to

e~ e -

REVIVE FRUIT Q

{ g;l)ml fortune, A good opportunity for

nosing of his product i certain to
=6 [or the owher of guch fruit trees
as have come through the past few
yeurs in fit condition to yield a crop
-of high quality, and there is now &
better prospéct of his being able to
carry on the work of pruning, spray-
ing and harvesting, at a cost that
will. allow of a profit on his oper-
ations, when his crop is disposed of.

In view of the severe losses of
trecs that oceurred in orchards oi
tender fruits last winter, the crop of
these that may result next fall, even
under the most favorable conditions

should, bo easily disposed of at good
prices on the home markets, while
the more staple fruits, especially ap.
ples, may be expecied Lo find an out-
let via the export route in additior
to that which ig sure to be provider
in the home market when the pur-
chasing power of our. people as
whole has been increasing by the
openings for remunerative employ-
ment presented by the undertakinge
for reconstruction that are contem.-
plated on every hand,

The following of hard times fo:
orchardists, so soon after the boow
in planting which preceded the war
will doubtless have effected the per
manent discouragement of many
who were starting in the fruit-grow:
ing business, but it 18 more than like
ly that the old hands will seek tc
increase their output of frult as early
as possible, and so will undertake
the planting of many trees as earl
as next spring, and for these mer
the success or. failure of certain va '
rieties under the adverse condition:
existing In the past few years can hi
taken as an indication of the suit
ability of certain varieties to certair
locations. Of course, proximity f¢°
markets plays an important part ir
deterniining the possibilities of profl
from fruii-growing, to a marked ex-
tenf, and it is often found possible
to offset the advantages of a mat-
urally good producing district by pay-
ing particular attention to an orch-
ard less favorably situated in that
regard, and taking full advantage of
better markeling facilities. The im-
provement of highways and the gen-'
eral increase of facilities for trans-
portation that may be expected in
the next few years is sure to put pro-
ducers more on a level as regards
their marketing opportunities, and it
will be then that the importance of
adopting the class and variety of the
crop to the character of the soil and

climatic ~ conditions. will be fully
realized. !
An effort to impress farmers in

all lines with the importance of fol-
lowing the indications of nature ir
selecting the crops for their farms is
contemplated by the Ontario Agricul-
tural Department. It is intended that,
following the findings of the soil sur-
vey, whicl has been in progress for
some lime, the department will estab
lish demonstration plots of reason:
able size at points where the peculla;
producing possibilities of the goil are
recognized, and will conduct the cul-
tivation of these plots in a manner
calculated to produce the greatest
rossible economy; using at the same
time such crops as aré shown by the
findilngs of the survey, compared
with previous experience, to be the
best suited to the particular kind of
soil existing at ecach demonstration
point., The importance of rotation
of crops will not be overlooked {u
these demonstrations, but the gen-
eral trend of the operations will go
to Indicate the possibilities of the
district in which the demonstratior
plot is situdted. Desirable methods
of cultivation, will,” of cotirse, be ar
important part of the demonstra-
tions.

The above method of bringing ex-
periments in crop growing, so to
speak, right to, the farmer's door, s
in line with the suggestion in ‘this

with "0.A.C. barley and gave every
indication of a heavy crop; small |
patches ripened on the \\'ull»drnim-d:‘
areas. A large area of Marquis |
wheat, which should have been o
fair crop, was destroyed in the milk |
stage. The heaviest erop at the sta-
tion was a mixture of Arthur peas
and oats. This was cut green and '
fed to the stock. The root ¢rop was
a failure owing to the extremely wet
spring and the very late date at
which seed was sown. Two and one-
half acres of well-cultivated land
were planted in potaioes with un-
tested seed of unknown varfety. The

total yield from the plot was 150
bushels. The failure of the crop was
| ¢haracteristic ol the district, being

caused by poor seed, weather condi-
tions and early frosts.”

ottt bl ity

Co-operative Stockyards.
Baskatoon has oreganized a co-
operative stockyards company, and
application has been made tor a char-

ter for the Northern Saskatchewan
Union Co-operative Stockyards Co,,
Ltd. A large number of the most

prominent citizens of Saskatoon and
farmers of the district are the back-
ers of the new company, which is
to have a capital of $125,000, divided
into five thousand shares of §25 each,
and no individual may subscribe for
more than $1,000 worth of shares.

One Case of Western Success,

At the recent convenfion of Sas-
katchewan agricultural societies, Mr.
H. A. Craig, Deputy Minister of Agri;
culture for Alberta, said there was i
man present who cane to Saskatpoj
several years ago with 28 cénts i
his pocket. The same man sold a
.}5,21)1; crop ilast year,

| should be.effected was offered.

Y T

regard made by some of the agricul-
tural representatives at their annuaj
conference last year, although at that
time no exact idea of how the wo{k

I

fact, the representatives’ suggestions
seemed to have regard for thé méed
of providing general demonstrati
of desirable crop-growing meth
and the results of seed selection at
points convenient to the farmers fug
their respective districts, and the
idea of making use of the findines
of the soil survey to emhancé the
value of the demonstrations.was not
taken into their consideration, so far
as their suggestions in open meeting
indicated. Vi

A Breed Test.

At the Ottawa' Experimental
Farm 55 dairy cows were Kept in
1917. The average returns ' from
these cows, between calvings, over
tnd ehove cost of feed, with labob,
nof included on one side or manure
and calf on the other, was $95.18.
The best showing was made by the
Holsteins, fifteen of this breed awor-
aging $110.97 above feed cost, and
eight grade Holsteins, $113.25. Five
French-Canadians were a close ‘see- -
ond with an average of $110.33.
Nine Jerseys averaged $86,22 over

cost of feed, fourteen Ayrshires
38%.42. and four grade Ayrshires
§78.73. )

Conserve Moisture,

Weeds use tp moikttire, When the:
grow im a crop they compete Wit
the crop for the moisture, and w
usually keep on ‘growing after the
crop is eut, thus using moisture that
should be saved up for next year's
oy,

<




