ESSAY
ON KANT|

efinder of the Critical|
Philosophy.

*ubsequemly repented of as a misivter-
pretation, said once*:l still love
lecture to my college classes on Kant.

a
you see. is Kant,
him and many wondertul works besides '
and it takes time to find out such
thiegs =

of thought is that our ideas lie at the
base of all reality ; and that there can
be no rational crder in nature, unless it

When. at the early part of this century
attention was directed to the study of
naman history, the rationalism  ittro-
duced by him was of signal service 1n

to

[ thiok thst possibly I knowa little’
bout him. Bu! then, after ail, Kant,!
and the Lcrd made|

Kant’s main cortribution to the world

is introduced by some rational mind.

reducing to crder and m:.thod whet

BY L. R. MACDONALD

e

Kant’s Contribution to Phil-
osophy and the World
of Thought.

(Concluded.)

Nothing appears more inde tiuctitle
and real to the ordinary mind than

. space~or time. Philcsophers from the
age of Parmeicdes had prs'ted b: th these
seemiog resl ties at the base of their sys-
tems. - But t) Kant’s mind the very rea-
sons which demoustr tad t1eir existence
wit2 absolut2 certitude, their necess'ty
before s1l pereception, taeir unity, tae
usthinkabl sness of their opposit), pre-
ved th »m est rely subject've injthe'r na-
ture, b -i°g Do existence outsice of the
mind, u:ratherinnate priori facolties of
‘th2 int lect whie1 prite.tid trer foras
upon the face of natore. By means of
these space and time, and in t-rms of
these must all sense phenomena reach

- tue mind. But how cam 51l t1ese sensa-
tions meet in and form psrt of our Con-
sciousness? Kant has ready »¢ hand twelve

- «a egeries of the understwnding which
seize hold upon these ‘tense preducts,
impress tieir oyn form upon them and
ﬂwy are built up into apperception. And,
ﬂn world has order and system
our undertinding has order

“Kant found himself in a

o that uum compreherds,” where
" :allis to.be clesr, distinct, logicel, for-
_mal. Wbhen reason within _these
Timitstions to apply ifself to the com-
lidg:ﬂhon of the tbr.::l great problm
of onoph" the the cosmos and

: n\x&d«l& were readily ap-

: pmnt For how cac the thinking sub-
*ject.become the Object of its. own per-
: tions ?
‘amioe itselt? And how can one follow
. back the regrm of the present world to
: vhen but pos:ts

. and's

- - Y3 £ urm-
ditioned boontsxdo of the series of the
sensible world and purely intelllgible?
~And if so he hps

destroyer of dogmas. the nnsettler of
- faith. Men said when his master

. work. appeared, +This man has de-

stroyed all faith. He doubts every-

thing. It is_a ‘dangerous book; it is
, terrible.” Yet Kant ‘was no skeptic.-

Reared in the sehool of the Pietists, he
indeed .iicrwards found bimself their
most formidable opponent. But had
not Pascal and Spinoza before him be-
come the bitterest antagonists-of their
early faith?

Kant saw God in the moral conseious-
mess. A man sure of his duty believes
that right oughtto win and in this

_ sense woild it does not win and it only
can win iv the universe if God is at the
helm. The God whom he worships is
stern and msjestic, does not even care

to have you demonstrate His existenee.

He reveals himself but to your con-

science. This maun’s faith is of the
kind that reverences duty and the stars
bat Bas nu time.for ronfance. Its stern-

ness and devotion to dafy unconsciously
remindlone -of that type so character-
istic of his Seottish ancestry.

The study of Kaut: presents some
strange contrasts. The first acquain-
tance fills you with admiration-and as-
tonishment at the boldness, th> _origin-
ality and subtlety of his conceptions.
The difliculties met with by a deeper
stady have been well described as a
mountain that grows lirger as, you ap-
proach it, then appears well wooded,

the woods have nnderbrush, and|
then the piths are jost in dark
rleys leading this way and
at

with contradietory windings
There are learned men who
+da. . n else than  ctudy the
+«Critique,” and the habit is said to be
'dapgerously fascinating. ' The titles of
th books written aboat it would fill g
modera‘e size. An American

proteuor who won a Doctor’s degree by
a course of e turas on Kant, which he

Can self-conscionsness ex- |- 4

- must not}
-of |

oud tht reach of -

was before a mera collstion of unrelat »d
facts. From the chaos of type aand
genera and species slowly grew that
sy:tem known as evolution.

But we havea greater witness than
that of Kant. That system of Biblical
int« rpretation known as the higher
cr ticism,which has for so many years
pa:t scught t> explain all Scripture in
keeping with the demands of reason
can be attriba ed in it3 crigin solely to
him. ¢Some men cannot accept mcral
teachings,” said he, ‘-unless they be
embodied in grosser coneeptous.’
These, the superastural in Scripture,the
vehicle or envelope of pure religion,
must be made subservient to the mcral
teaching they cortain.

The presect rat'onalistic tendency of
theology led by Baur and Strauss that
has been gathering fcrce for the pact
three-quart rs of a certury is an eman-
ation from his ph:losnphy

In hissystzm there were germs of
skepticism which he did nct recognize
and undeveloped materislistic tenden-
cies whose unfolding and ult mat:effect
he failed to foresee. - From the necess-
ary outcome of these he would have re-
coiled with horror.
were not slow in discovering t1em. And

father In fact German rationslism in all
its forms turns in its origin,back to the
time when the philosopber of . Konigs-
berg,his mind grown despondewrt in his

upon the world the conclusions of his
mature reflections, whose ravolutionary

preciate.
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But his successors

modera free thought points to him as its

loneliness of thougt t,resolved to project ¢

effect it took several generations to ap-
«Some men_are bora rebels, some
have the reformer’s office thrust upon
Of this latter c'ass was be
who never gave ‘up an idea till self
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Over 100 to choose from
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