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AMATEUR FARMING

Throughout this province, as is the case through-
out Canada and the United States, the campaign for
food production is taking shape and . it promises
shortly to become a veritable epidemic.  As far as
the farmers are concerned there will unquestionably
be a large increase in area and no doubt greater care
and greater effort.  For them it will nican increased
crops and increased profits and this incentive, plus
patriotism, will make a combination that should mean
larger crops than Prince [Edward Island has ever
seen. /

To those who are not practical farmers and are
undertaking to cultivate vacant
iy the country or back yards or vacant lots in the City,
a word of caution may not be out of place. Seeds
af all kinds are dear, labour is valuable, and neither
seeds nor labour should be wasted.

or abandoned areas

To avoid a crop
failure, whether in a kitchen garden, a lot,
or on the best cultivated farm is not always within
the power of even the farmer,  but
narity, he can do much to prevent it. = Ordinarily,
also the inexperienced farmer can do much and can
leave much undone to court  failure. are,
judging from present appearances, going to be many
inexperienced farmers this year, on a small scale pro-
babty, but, as many small efforts aggregate a very
considerable total, the amount of land to be cultiva-
ted and the quantity of seed to be used by inexpe-
rienced and amateur farmers all over the province
will run up to a vatlue of many dollars.

No amateur or inexperienced gardener or farm-
er should risk sowing or planting seed except on the
advice of some experienced farmer or one of the go-
vernment's agricultural experts.  This  will save
time, labour, money and hearthurning at harvest time.
There is much enthusiasm at present, much well-
meant and genuine willingness to help increase the
lsland’s crop this year, hut enthusiasm is very liable
to filter out of the systent along with the sweat drops
ihat must inevitably accompany the cultivation and’
continued care of the farm whether measured in
acres or in square feet.Many of our unprofession-
al gardeners are acquainted with that early Spring
hunger for gardening that becomes acute just as
the snow'is disappearing, when the seed catalogues
constitute the only reading matter worth wWhile and
the seed stores are the onty commercial attraction. It
is a splendid, heatthy hunger, perhaps an instinct
inherited’ from the time when “Adam delved and
Eve span” but in a large, percentage of cases it dis-
appears with the Spring blossoms, and the resulting
crop usunally consists of unopened seed packages and
second hand garden tools.

vacant

wisest ordi-

There

ed into healthy channels, channels that will persist
to the end of the season. There should on no ac-
count be any thoughtless beginnings.  Those who
undertake the work, whether it means the planting
and care of a ten cent package of corn or the planting
of acres of potatoes at two dollars a bushel, should
make up their minds at the outset to “endure to the
end” and on no account to undertake the cultivation
of even the smallest back yard, without knowing

how or finding out how from one who knows.

Jo(
SAVE THE APPLES
e AR Y

In connection with tha campaign for the pre-
vention of waste now being carried out all over the
country our readers will remember the hundreds of
_barrels of apples that have been allowed to rot on the
ground in this province year after year. In some ca-
ses they have been fed to hogs, and in that way per-
haps not altogether wasted; in some cases they have
been given away freely to those who cared to gather
them, and in that way also not wholly wasted. But
it will be admittéd by all who have seen our orchards
during ripe-fruit time that thousands of barrels of
apples, raised on land which could have been very
nrofitably;used .othegwise, -are allowed to. go to waste
in_one way. or another, While in normal times this
_waste was ‘little worse than extravagance, this year,
ghouldut: be pemnitted, it would be a crime.  Our
apple crop if properly cared for throughout the grow-
“ing season and properly harvested when ripe, would
3 ‘ be worth a good deal of money to individual or-
i chardists even in normal times. This year when all
;  food products are ot almost’ prohibitive prices the
" fsland’s apple crop would add very considerably to
the aggregate food production and every means pos-
pible should be made use of to preserve the crop
g0 . while growing and (o care for it when ripe. Spray-
, . ing and pruning should be attended to, each in its
3 Spmper season, and everything done to assure a good
s ?h’hrvest and a reasonable market. If properly cared

for:tp‘foherly harvestéd'dhd properly put on' the thar-
ket our apple crop this year if an average one should
be sufficient for the Island’s requirements without im-
potting a barrel. While many of our varieties are

snof very poor quality there.should be fione . wasted.’

ey ‘et

This kind of enthusiasm this year should be turn-{

.

!:Ispccia‘l preparadén should be made for the harves-
ting of the early varieties which must be disposed of
within a few weeks., These should be the first care

|and the others cowld be! atterided fo according to their

keeping qualities.” We trust this important matter
will be borne in mind by those who heretofore paid
but little attention to their orchards,
)o(
THE WAR

Five weeks ago y'csllcljd.’ly,gpn_'/\.pril‘ oth, the Bri-
tish offensive opencd on the Arras front. The French
attack along the Aisné opened-a-week later. Doth
are still in progress with litilé cessation day or night.
It will be ix.nere’sﬂn'f; to briefly réview the progress
wmade in that time. | Up to the lagt cnumeration made
the British have taken more than twenty thousand
prisoners, They have advanced an average of four
miles on a front of about fifteen miles, and at some
points are five miles ahead of their starting point.
They have captured two hundred and fifty German
cannon, including 7-inch howitzers, a censiderable
number of 5.9 German guns and a very great
namber of ficld pieces. They have in addition cap-
tured a great deal of material, including machine
guns and other paraphernalia.

“In the same time the French have taken over
twenty-nine “thousand prisoners and more than one
hundred and fifty camon, including some heavy
guns,  They have advanced at points three or four
miles, although they have not captured as large an
area as the British have.

We may sum it up then, that the British and the
French in one month have captured more than fifty
thousand prisoners, ‘nearly five hundred cannon, and
almost a hundred square miles. of territory. This is
the largest achievement in any month since trench
warfare began. It includes the largest advance since
the Battle of the Marne, and can only he compared
with the German success in the carly. phase of the
Verdun operation in the matter of ground gained,
which it surpasses.

In this time the losses. of the Germans have not
been less than three hundred thousand, and the Al-
lies together have probably lost not less than two
hundred and fifty thousand, the difference being re-
presented by the prisoners. \While the losses on the
Allied side have been fairly equally divided between
the French and the British, the losses on the Ger-
man side have been borne by the Germans alone. We
have therefore on the side of attrition a loss of three
hundred thousand for the Germans and something
Jess than one hundred and fifty thousand for the
British and French. j
On the military side, the last month has been the
most promising for the Allies since the war began.
It shows a superiority in guns and in material which
has hitherto cither lain with the Germans or been
possessed by Allies who still lacked the necessary
training to use it.  No one should be deluded by thé
German claim to have prevented the piercing of their
lines. The piercing of the line in the West has been
for over. two years and a half something that could
happen mily by accident, accompanied by the- total
demoralizing of huge masses of men. The Allies
have never expected to pierce the German lines since
they began their attack at the Somme last year. They
are grinding the German power, killing, wounding
and capturing mnore Germans than the Germans are
killing, wounding and capturing British and French
combined, and the German game is up, unless the
assured victory of the Allies on land can be rendered
uscless by a compensating submarine victory on the
seq.

It js trpe destruction hy submarines during the
past month or two his been serious, true also that
Russia is for the present at least little better than a
silent partner in the game. But it is true also that
the United States has since come into the war game
and as Premier Lloyd-George remarked that he was
satisfied with the balance so we also may be. Our
despatches this morning indicate a partial clearing of
the Russian situation and it is not improbable that ere
many days she will start the steam roller again. In
any case the prospects are bright for a crippling of
German strength and German morale and although
the road may yet be long and’ difficult the star of vic-
tory at the end has never heen lost sight of.

Yo(
WIHAT THE GERMAN MUST FACE

The German does not realize the depth of wrath-
ful indignation aroused by his crimes against huma-
nity. Imagine, when peace comes, a German com-
mercial traveller, peddling his goods in Lyons and
Glasgow! The ghos't of Nurse Cavell and the wraiths
of scores of young French girls will stand at his
shoulder, and no decent man will do business with
him. * fmagine the German clerk back once more'in
London! -His very. presence would excite memories
of murdered Belgians and submarine assassinations.
He would b¢ a pariah, and if he found an employer
hie would be shunned arid condemned as a moral leper.
For a hundred years the name of German must stink
in the nostrils of humanity.. This is deplorable. It
will certainly add to the difficulties of the future. It
is none the less the inevitable consequence of ruthless
crimes which have no parallel in the history of the
world.

NOTES

_ Contracts for the supply of German iron to Dutch
importers no‘y contain a clause to the effect that the
contract shalfﬂk regarded as'void if on the date speci-
fied for delivery the fron districts of Lorrainé are not

German property.  This example of business cau-
tion must not be stressed too heavily, but it has an ob-
vious significance.
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.jthis year the greater part of
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“SPUD ISLAND” NOTES

Sir,— If a great many people
never before heard of this *‘Spud
Island” of ours, they probably . have
heard. of this year of spud famine.
We down here By thé sea have sup-
plicl almost the  whole world dn
potatoes this year,-  We have sent
our potatoes . to all parts of the
American Continent. Ontario 1s a
new market for Island potatoes, but
our
exports went  to Ontario_and Que-
bece No dobt, once you people got
a taste of the Island spud, you will
have no.other for the future. This
small Island Province {s undoubtedly
the . greatest potato-growing coun-
try on earth,” It is ahead of the fa-
mousg Aroostook. . This is the first
vear that the Island farmer ever got
a decent price for his potatoes that
would pay for the growing of them.

Thougl, i;qrq: quantities ol potatoes
are grown Hefe every year, ——there
have not" béen ‘miny exported in the

last twenty years, or since dairying
began to he the .leading speciality.
For what farmer, unl¢ss very hard
up, would haul potatoes five to ten
miles fo ‘market for 26¢ a bushel,
for 25¢ has been the average ruling
price, in. this Island, to the grower,
since 1 remember.  Potatoes  are
selling here now for $1.85 a bushel
to the grower, seven times the rul-
ing price. The crop las! year was
a fairly ‘good one, averaging 206
bushels per acre. But this is con-
sidered only a fair yield in this

3

Island, as crops of 300 bushels per
acre ‘have frequently’ heen grown, !
In 1913  the crop averaged 340 |
bushels pes acre. Potatoes here in !
the past have beei grown largely
for stock food, and take the plavu[
of turnips and mangels— and silage |
in Ontarfo. ~ Every animal on  the|
farm gets potatoes. Seventy-five
per cent of the pork and bacon i3
made with boiled potatoes
added. This year, with the unpre-
cedented high prices (for us), stock |

wero limited to a small potato ra-
tion, though probably more than
one-third of the crop were fed to
stock.

Potatoes. in Ottawa must be now
selling for 50c. to 70c a gallon, or

ahout threa cents apiece, certainly
dearer than oranges.
I counted one day

tatoes make a bushel,

how many po-
and it took

just 163 but they were pretty
large. DBut if one buys a bag, prob:
ably not more than 125 would be
eatable, that is, if one saw them in
“their jackets,” but housewives pru.
dently do not show -them in their
clothes; hence one ¢oes not know

very well what kind of potato he i&
eating. T expect Ottawa boarding
houses only give one potato at din-
rer. Usually it was two. There were
twenty-seveu cars of potatoes. ship-
ped from Charlottetown last trip of
the boat. The  high prices of pota-
toes are not going to affect planting |
for the usual acreage will be planted.:
There is a  tremendous demand
for seed potatoes from all parts of
Ontario. That's why prices are up to
$1.85 now. In the palmy days of $b
flour, it took 25 bushels of potatoes
to purchase a bharrel, With flour now
at $12 and $13  eight bushels will
purchase a barrel of the best. So |
the farmers have no reason to com-
plain of the high cost of living. It
ie-a great time for farming, if the
farmer could get help. But with
the-war and —recruiting, and the-fish-
ing season now on, farm help is at a
premium, If the usual acreage is
not put in- here the reason may he
attributed to the impossibility to get
help on farms,

1 am, sir, efe,
b/ 1. A M,

Ifermanville, P. E. 1., May 9, 1917

50TH . CHAPTER

OF ISAIAS

One of the greatest chapters in' the
entire Bible is the 56th Chapter of
Isajah—Old Testament or New. No-
where else a greater confidence in
God's loving kindness; such a mes-
sage to humanity of His meray and
forgiveness; such a statement of His
Divine Fatherhood and our own com-
mon brotherhood. 1t is a hymn of
praise and thanksgiving, a testimony
of rejoicing to the humblest as well
as the greatest; an affirmation of this
life, and a hond and surety of the
life to come. It ought to be read
frequently, as well the whole of Isai-
ah. The text in the Big (Letter Edi-
tions now offered by The Guardian
to its readers is s0 clear, s0 easy on
the eyes, that clderly people say it is
a pleasute beyond ordimary words to
describe, to sit down and read from
its pages. " The coupon,
elsewhere in thig issue, shows how
simple it is to acquire this life-time
treasure.
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TWO NATURES.

Everycne has two natures, and who
ever has even a slight acquaintance
with himself, must at times be con-
gclous of two forces battling within
him. The higher nature seeking right
and truth, the lower self-indulgent and
ready to yield to temptation— they
war for the possession of the spirit.
But the scul that chooses God's King-
dom is not left to fight alone. There
ig always help in answer to the swift
upwarqd call.

Oh, my friend, it would be better
If to those we love we gave
Tender words while they were with
us - !
Than 1o say them o'era grave!

Those who die no longer need them.
And the words they longed to know
While they lived are only wasted

"and meal |.
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Sir THOMAS WHITE: Well, the
l»Senate charged the Bill so that it was
lost to the country. Then we establis-
hed a systeam of interior elevators in
the West. We were most interested
in that subject. We said: Whatever
mcney is necessary we should spend.
Some doubt was raised as to whether
these interior elevators would be
used. It was thought that the grain
would not be detained at these eleva-
tors but would find its way to the ter-
minals at the great terminal
points. What has happened during the
last two years? These elevatcrs have
been of the greatest possible value to
the people of the West. When the way
broke ont we appropriated $13,000,000
for seed grain and supplies. It came
back four, five and six fold to the
people ¢! this country. T am not tak-
ing any credit for these things. We
do not take credit at all for what we
do on this side. If we did less and
talked more we would be stronger
politically. If my right hon. friend has
done one half fcr the people of the
West what we have done since we
have heen in power he would have
gone in annual procession through
the West. T say in all sincerity that
if we talked more and did less I be-
liove we would be stronger politically
in this country. But we are content
with deing.

Sir THOMAS LAURIER:
hetter sit down then.

Sir THOMAS WHITE: 1 have learn
ed in the course of my life that it s
not always wise to follow the advice
tendered by an opponent. My right
hon. friend perhaps remembers the
old Latin saying: Timeo Danaos et
dena ferentes— 1 fear the Greeks
when they come bearing gifts. When
my right hon. friend makes a sugges-
tion it does not necessarily follow
that 1 am wise to carry it out. I hawe
referred to a few of the measures
which the Government has introduc-
ed.. Take the banking legislation.
We have amended the Bank Act fe-
peatedly in crder that the farmer may
he able to pledge hig grain and may
he ablé to hypothecate his cattle in
order to get advances from the bank.
We lave continudlly kept before us
the interests of the agricultural in-
dustry. Then, take the taxation meas-
sures introduced since the war broke
odt. They are very seldom’ talked a-
bt in this House, although'they are
criticised sometimes outside of this
Houge by hon. gentlemen opposite.
Let us see how our taxation has been

You had

On the cold, deaf ear below,
’

Miss Spring-Time

Donsagarden hatwith stream- ‘
ers, underneath whic¢h blooms
a love of a frock with a

jumper affair that
comes right to the front with
itsgracefully looped sash. [tis

shaped sleevesand the skirtthat
simply a skirt with a soft ful-

skirt is cut in three or four
pieces, and for the dress you
can use silk, satin, taffeta, char-
meuse, messaline, crépe de
.Chine or gros de Londres. .44
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a pair. PATONS LIMITED.
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GOVERNMENT’'S PO LICY EXPLAINED.
By Sir Thomas White, Minister of Finance.
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‘the banks, taxation upon circulaticn;
o few hundreds of thousands from
trust companies. loan companies and
insurance companies; taxation upon
luxuries; business profits tax. There
has been ho discrimination against
the farmers in cur taxation measures
to meet the expenditures of the war.
I stated in my Budget last year that
it would he my object to avoid direct
taxation upon the income or effects or
property of the farmer. Why did I
say that—because 1 have repeatedly
said in this House that agriculture is
the very foundation of our national
prosperity. When all goes well with
agriculture, all goes well with every(
othep clags and industry in this coun-
try, anq all goes well with finance.
That is the reason why we have ad-
opted the policy we have in raising re-
venue for the purpose of meeting the
expenditure of the war. It is well
for Canada that - wé should have diver-
sified industries in both  East and
Wesi. The National Policy is a pclicy
that tends to promote diversified in-
dustry throughout the length and
breadth of Canada. It is not well that
the East should be wholly industrial;
it is not well that the West should be
wholly agricultural. There will be
beys raised upon farms in the West
ag well as in the East, with a genius
for mechanics, boys destined to be
captains of industry. Should we not
have a policy under which those hoys
can employ their genius at home, or
must we lose them in the great  re-
public to the south? There should be
diverge industries in this country, and
that {s the reason why this Govern.
ment is devoted to the fiscal policy
which has been often enunciated in
this House. The population of.this
country of ours is made up of various
races and nationalities. It is a sparse
, population scattéred over half a con-
tinent, a country as large as Europe
The policy of any Government should
he to promote national unity in  thig'

country .
LAURIER:

Sir WILFRID Hear,'
hear.

Sir THOMAS WHITE: To promote
toleration and harmony—

Mr. LEMIEUX.: Hear, hear. I

Sir THOMAS WHITE:~— so that if;
we are at war, all parts of this ¢cun-
try should be as one in the prosecu-
tion of the war. Now then, my hon.
friend puts forward as a criticism of
this. Budget that it would please the
people  of the West. I say agai
myself and the Government,
the people of the West are ple
with what has been done, they are

raised for this Avar<-$1,000,000 from
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A FEW SPECIALS TOR SATURDAY.

White, Pink and . Blue

»

have been able to do it for them.

The hon. member for Assiniboin
(Mr. Turiff) puts forward an amend-
ment. He is not content with what
has heen done. He puts forward a
useless, an unnecessary, a trival
amendment. It is a genuine amend-
ment? Or it is a political expedient
destined to fail of itg purpose? Well
we know what it is. My hon. friend
from Assinibcia has no doubt asuto:
the validity of what has been done. I
have enunciated the policy of the
Government today, and there has
heen read to this House the opinion
of the Deputy Minister of Justice as
to the effect cf our action under the
War Measures Act. Why does he put
forward this needless amendment?He
desires to embarass the Government,
he moves it on a resolution to go into
Committee of Ways and Means, His
amendment will not deceive the peo-
ple of the West for one moment, not
for one moment. It suggests on its
face a want of confidence in the Gov-
ernment. It reflects cn our intentions,
it aspersas our motives, it casts un-
founded doubt upon our action under
the War Measures Act. It should,
without hesitation, be voted down hy
this House.

05T BATTALON
ORAET FUND

TREASURER.

At the request of. the Officers in
charge of the 105th Battalion draft,
Lieut. Strong, Major Bartlett has
opened an account as trustee of their
funds in the Bank of Nova Scotia:

Philathea Class, Baptist Church. .$60
Daughters of the Bmpire per i
Mrs. Bagnall .... .. .$26

Get your s tandard R. R. 5
Position Watch from us, Our’
terms are liberal. {

Waltham, Elgin, and Hlmmon.i

G.H, TAYLOR
Jeweler J




