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Li.ay what standard of valorous morale |
&nd what prestige does the red-coated
man of war bring to the fray? Immedi-

the mind runs to Waterloo.  Beyond
question that battle is popularly deemed
the high water mark of British military

accomplishment,

These significant facts and character-
istics, which can scarcely be percentaged
or tabulated, should be borne in mind :—

The soil of (ireat Britain proper hasg
véver been trodden by an invading army

since the time of William the Conqueror,
France has on occasion sent a quota of
troops to aid rebellion in Ireland, but
never ‘has an out and out French army
landed on British soil to battle with a
wnited British people,

It was the great orator, Daniel Web-
ster, who pointed out in one of his elo-
quent ‘periods that the drum beat of
Great Britain circled the globe and that
the sun never set un British dominion,
Hasn't this special significance with
respect to prestige? All over the earth
the Briton has spread himself most
liberally and always through force of
arms. No other nation has carried its
flag farther and more variously to per-
anent possession. It has taken power,
courage and oft tried endurance to raise
her banner where it flies, When the
€yelights on the British Jack there's
A picture of prowess and Dprestige
formed at once. Perhaps the picture
is (much more vivid than actual accom-
plishment warrants, but the picture is .
there. @ This prestigo cannot be stand-
ardized with respect to its sure effect,

Great Britain's soldier has travelled
housands of miles to fight, conquer and
permtinently possess. Other nations have
sent their fighting men as far, but after
# generation of warfare has been chocked
up it will be found' that she holds the
most, if nu all, of what she fought for,
In the magnitude and varlety of, mili-
tary operations of which he has been the
achigving agerdt there is no soldier on
sarth ‘to be compared with the battler
‘| of the British Isles, This is a chronicle
| of fact entirely apart from praise.

Great Britiln proper has a population
of 46,036,570, and yet she controls terri-
toty Inhabited by every race of man,
§ ,?%mlu‘ 878,730,500 human be
| Tan't the prestige in the air? Whonever
you think of England you breathe pres-
tige. Y
And remember this—only one nation in
the world ever went te Mattic with Great
DBedtaln without bainz t» the cod ;rh;tw:d
{ .compald. 8o scbm 0
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and what is L poa-
sible achievement
measured by  past
- performance in- the

proach to anything like triumph or joy.

he said. ‘Blucher and I have lost 30,000
men. It has been a damned nice thing
~the nearest-run thing you ever saw in
your life. Bluches kost 14,000 on Friday
night, and got 8o’ damnahly licked I could
not find him on Satarday morning; so I
was obliged to fall ®ack to keep up my |
communicatiens with kim.’ Then, as we
walked about, ke praised greatly those
guards who bad'kept the farm against
the reseatwl,mipacis of the French; and
then be pomiewd 2B oar troops, vtteriag

- o of gstcnishment at
m 917 90 often
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at-Waterloo,
By Phillipoteaux, from the 8phere

o fighter was he? How did he rompare
with the soldiers of the otker nations
| Bgbda with him? Nover was there a
e<tler time to weigh him than at Water-
Yes, faw he battled ot the side of Datch,
Rezten, Prugsinn, Hanoverian and mlg.

ceflancows wegwnan troops.

tains this:—

Ir 152 cesdans fact that Wellington'
Mowwtf dld nesAave a very Ligh opinion
of the Britisd redfler's sense of duty or_
patriotism. . He 2eBeved that le could

Gueat Britain hay- | ™8ke him fight and that he would fi
ing cast her lot with
France and Russia
in their war with
Germany and Aus-

ght

lhard, Weilington believed in ﬂosgir-xk
| in the army end many a British private

was punished thus for derelictions, Lot-
ters are extant in the Iron Duke's hand.
] writing, in which lie says he commanded
| the “damndest lot of rageals and vaga-
ately the army of John Bull is mentioned ( bonds unhung” at Waterico. In the
famous Creevy papers there is evidence
that Wellington did not think the British
soldier would have fought so well had
not he (the Duke) commanded him, The
conversation between ‘Wellington and
Creevy the morning aftor Waterloo con-
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“The tirst thing T did, et course, was
to put out my band and congratulate
him upon his victory. He msde a variety
of observations in his short, natural,
blunt way, but with the 'greatest gravity
T Le timg, and withotit the feast ap-

‘It has been a damned serfous business,”

had fought better than he had ever mson
them do before. “No,’ lie said, ‘they have

them at Vimeira.' Then he saidi—'By
God, I don't think it would hate been

[ done if I had not Begn there.” |

Many of the British soldiets nt Water-

Picton, the General on whom he placed
tha greatest dependence at Waterloo,
had  been with him in Spain and
Portugal, Wellington said of Picton:—
“He's as rough aud foul-mouthed a
devil as ever lived.”

through the head—and he was command-
ing thousands of the same sort of men
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| alwdys fought the same since I first saw

loo had been with Wellington gg_hll‘
Peninsular  campaign, Sir  Thomas |

Private of Heavy Drageans, 1809,

Picton was killed at Waterloo—shot 3

| led by Wellington, and Napoleea with
The English commander
hd 256 gurs, the Frencl 246, There is |
('if‘;‘g'::nl n;f;;"::mcnt‘:u\ to what. the out-
come would have besn Lad net I
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or so away Napoleon’s general Grouchy

with 33,000 men failed to march to the
ald of his Empéror. From noon until
half-past seven P. M. on the immortal
June 18, 1815, the I'rench hurled thou-
sands against tho allics apd were as
constantly  repulsed. On  “points”
Napoleon would score because of having
‘been the aggressor. Toward the last the
left of the allics' line scemed to waver.
Woellington was leard to mutter:—
“Would that night or the DPrussians
would come!” But Blucher came. Na-
poleon tried the Old Guard last and
they charged up to the “thin red line”
awaiting their onslaught grimly deter-
wined.  Rapuise, and ther a sanguinary
warsuit by moonlight of the flecing
¥rench. The tish losses were 13,000

No matter what \Wellington thought
of the animating spirit.of Bpitish \’niur,i
itis afact that in the battle of Witerloo {
he placed Britigh: troops; at the pivotal {
or crygcial poimts. It ‘was the Guarls

“Olficer of Riffes, 1809,

Wellington's battle ridge that sprang
to answer the Duke's famous command,
“Up, Guards, and at them!" when,

Napoleon's celebrated fighters  were | the fightin,

within twenty paces. The firet volley

by the British goldiers’ killed 500"

French, The “red coats” fired with cool
and: steady aim.. The French: wavered,
The » British  soldier for the first time
that fatal day became the aggressor
and drove Napoleon's crack buttalions
down the ridge.

The bearihg and behavior of thol
British soldier wero illustrated at an |
important point of the battle when. Noy |
gathered together five thousand mag-
nificent horsemen, and placing himself
at their head, charged. . Instead of be-
ing appalled at the advance of this
galloping host,, it ig recorded that the
British soldiers felt rather relieved, that

Officer-of-Flgld Artilliery, 1809,
oftheir fire. o Before youicancharge with)
the'bayonetiyouswill: have rto waltiuntil)
half: the:attacking jparty tistkilled. é But}
the!British' army: is Jess'agile,less.suppla’
and,less able:to:manoeuyre:than ave are.
If it cannotfbe conquered by a.direct at~
tack; it might be byimanoeuvring. -

Napoleon:is reported:to kave, scoffed at
this opinion, §6:tnerringly. confirmedsbe=
fore night. It was thafirst time. \Napo=
leon had -come in direct. conflict ' with
Ii_glish troeps. )

He said irritably to Socult:—“Because
you have been beaten hy Wellington you
consider him a good general, " But X teltfl
you that Wellington is a bad general,y
that the British are bad troeps and that
it will be all over before dinner.” o

This great battle that settled the fate ',

of Llurope fairly:bristles with instances )
of British valor. Horge and foot, they_;
outfought the I'rench at trery point 0!;
the field. It has been said that they took
less chances than the French and that §
their commander exposed them lems.
Well, veterans declare that it takes more
real‘courage'to remain calm under. fira}
and not strike back until ordered them !
it does to career-hnrrahing forward h-li
charge, buoyed up by excitement and pass’
sion. Some of the Britich squares were
charged-nosless: than. thirteen times' by}'z
Ney without being penetraged, The great )
Freneh cavalyman, having threa horses |
killed under him, was found by an aid
standing in a bewHdered fashion at the :
side of on ‘abandoned British gun, strik- )
ing its mouthavith the flat of his sword "))
Tn a genfral way it ean he said that all

ol the yrictories of Wellington over his’

French adversaries were due to a skilful )

use of the two-deap line against the mas<’

sive column whicl\ for mury  years 'was

g formotion.of ' France. . The!

use of infantry in line'was notals inven- )
tion. It ;aw used from Marlborough to )
Frederick thas Groat, generally. three or)
four deep. " Whe ¥reticl ' Revolutionar i
generals reintroduved ¢ the * advanes ‘i)
heavy mass, relying upon. the effac fits |
impetus, the same #5 hadibeen pravtised |
by the pikemen.of the sixteenth and seve |
enteenth centuries,, Napoleon was fond )
of this mnss formation, . although if he’
had any out and efit favorite it was &'
blend, or ordre mixte, in which hrind.:
or regiment was drdwn up in nltemnt.}
battalioas in line three deep and In cobe)
umn, More dash is required with th.}
mags, Lwore steadiness . witls the line, ‘The |
British soldier for more than 200

it was not infantry coming , Against | years bas gained much of his prestige

them. , Calmiy: the Brit}nh, were' férmed
into squares, with their guns placed on

through steadiness, |

(]
The British infantry at Waterloo used {

fhe crest of;the,ridge., Ney's med'rode | a nine pound fiint lock musket, ﬂttedi
against the ' attillery and caproeed It | with a pan, and ol to be depended upon |

But the squares pourad smch a otendy,
murderous ' fire :in on them, they ware
forced to'retreat down the slope.

‘Wellington knew the Freneh !&nu-

for acenracy for a range of more thaw |
250 feet. The general volley effect was
what was expected. Kaeh.soldier ear-/
ried sixty stout paper cartridges, about
osity ‘of atthck from his Pouinsmdar ex- | sixtoen calibre and

Derietices,  He had ovolved & mwwain of | Hound weight. The

bout twenty to n)
idge had to be

{ncties. specially: to ‘resist twem. At[ torn open by the testh, a splasheof pow-
WVEtEF1ab -he placed his first itoe of i | der thrown into the pan to eatch the |
fantry behind a ridge so that it mézb: Lo | igniting spark, and thén-driven downthe

invisible before the attack and
the attack itsel’. Not until the nsea

ing | musket barrel with an iron ramred, To'
ants | Stand and reload in“the:face’of ‘fire re--

had reached the very top of the ridge, | anired the slendlmfss that,became part
confused by the fire of skirmishers and | of the English soldier, most prominently.,

artillery, did the line of soldicrs reveal |
itgelf, firing point blani
and following ap with
With the exception of o
chain of skirmishers, all of Wellington's
infantry was go arvengel.

yonet charge. |

While eating breakfast on the morning
af. . Waterlao, Napoleon , asked General
Reille. his opinion -of the Dritish goldier
against. whom be had g0 often fought in
Spain.’ Reille replied: o g

“When well posted; ancording to ,Well- |

at short range | ©

Most of the ather natlo
irgton's usual manver, I considde the| Ddve Hed their more glorions dags, but
English ‘infantry invincible, of aees u;l the British soldier's advance has bees
& - 3
9F Mtitiand vosted 1o the corufield nlong | of their cajum ¢ ang 1ha Fup y* ximost comstant,
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So, according to battling percentages
roaverages, it would seem that the '

ritish soldier leads the International’
brigade and a | War League list.' He has en;
oftener and  won - oftener than all
Europé. There is nothing that suggests
decadence about his prowess; no Mighest'
point of greatness in his past history,
from which he has dwindled or déelined.
He is at his fighting. zenith now am
much as at any time of ?h career,
18 of the

earth
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