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EARLY DAYS OF THE INTERCOL

' There have been many and great
changes on the Intercoionial Rail-
way since the old Huropean and
North American Toad was openad
from St. John to Shediac in the
early sixties of last century, Per-
haps the writer cannot better set
forth the growth and development of
the system than by inter-weaving
some personal reminiscences of the
days when the road was young and
‘was managed on & purely political
pasis. It had been cogstructed by a
commission of which the late Ropeit
Jardine was chairman, and was cp-
erated by this commission under the
Fisher-Tilley Government. All the ap-
pointees were good Liberals of the
old school as Liberalism was then
understood in New Brunswick.

Tn 1865 the question of confedera-
tion as embodied in the famous Que-
pec Scheme was submitted to the el-
ectors of New Brunswick and reject-
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lor was leavin
! as ving the office and remov-
ing his family the following Wednes-
day. I had fhree days in. which to
letm'tn the business. They can't teach
station masters the businéss s ick.
ly ;:s that now. gl h
Those were busy days

! ¥s. Mr. Flaglor
was a capable and zealous instr%lct-
or. He left, however, on Wednesday.
Just before he went the Superintend-
ent of the Railway, the late J, Ed-

}vm‘(l prd, C.E., stepped off a pass-
ing train and came in to see me.

REVERSING FALLS,

! )

ST. JOHN

el by them. The writer had taken lr“You’ have had no tiﬁ;e itx) 1ear-n the

some part in the public discussion of
the question and - had spoken from
the hustings in King’s County, in op-
position to the scheme as then pro-
posed. Three Anti-Confederates were
elected from King's County, Messrs.
Vail, Earl and Scovil. Dr. Vail, of
Sussex, the head of the ticket, was
made Speaker of the new House of
Assembly, The Tilley Government re-
signed and a new Government was
formed of which the late Sir John C.
Allen, the late Sir Albert Smith and
the late Hon. Timothy Warren Ang-
lin were leading spirits.

The Anti-Confederate Government
dismissed the Railway Commissionefs
l.._and appointed g new;Board with the
late Joseph W. Lawrence as chair-
man. The new Commissioners made
pretty mnearly a clean sweep of the
employees of the railway from the
Superintendent down and appointed
their friends to the vacancies. Just

business,”” he

! said, and added, “I
will send

a man to help you with

your weekly and montnly accounts.’ ‘to St. John at one time and could
do so by taking the last train pass-|Government, editorially insisted that

1 asked him not to do so, but let'me
try my hand at them and send them
in,  If they were wrong he could send
them back for correction. With some
hesitation he consented to try this
course. My accounts passed all
right, it seemed, for I never was ask-
ed to correct them.

Both the Government and the Chief
Commissioner were close economists,
Mr. Lawrence made out a most eco-
nomical and simple time table, The
through trains were reduced to two,
one leayajng St. John and oné leav-

he

ing Shediac daily in  the mornings.
These were mixed passenger and

freight trains. There was also a

train leaving Sussex in the morning |-

for 8t. John and returning in the
evehing, The two trains that passed

before this occurred Penobsquis’ sta-

my station arrived about an hour
apart, at one and two o’clock p.m.
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tion had become vacant by the resig-
nation of C. F. Flaglor, the former
station master., Two or more friends
of mine and of the Confederate par-
ty, had been in training for the place
and were pretty well acquainted with
the duties. I had taken a notion
that I would like a rest from farm-
ing, and asked Dr. Vail if he could
secure the place for me. He protest-
ed that they must give me something
better, but finally promised to write
the Chief Commissioner, and asked
me to call the evening of the next
day. When I met him he had just re-
turned from 8t. John. ‘‘It's all
right,”” he said. But advised me that
Mr. Lawrence would like to see me.
I took the first train to St. John,
saw Mr. Lawrence, who was very gra-
cious and gave me my first railway
pass and a letter to Mr. Flaglor,
saying in brief, ‘‘As Mr. McCready
will succeed you in the office, please
post him all you can,”” I presented

this letter on Saturday. Mr. Flag-{

C. R. PULLMAN
‘There was a weekly special freight
train besides, which went St. John~
wards on Tuesday and back the fol-
lowing day.

The people doing business
station I think were all honest and

at my

reliable. If a man wanted a ticket
or to get some freight of his out‘of
the shed, and had not the money with
him, I let him have it and put my
owh money in the cash box. True,
the rules of the road were cash on
delivery, but the railway coulq not
and did not suffer. Sometinies a
merchant with a carload of freight
at the station would want to get
gome one or more articles out of the
lot and while the rule was that the
freight on the whole consignment
must be paid for before any of the
goods were removed, I still allowed
them. to get What they wanted and
pay when they could. As a rule they
were promptness itself.

' ' MONTREAL FROM

NOTRE DAME CHURCH.

One day there came a sudden test % b e
i . The |the station master’s office was equip
of how the stations wers IZ0 _The | ed froze and burst. I sent in a re-

lSnperintendent and Auditor

came
down the line unanrounced, stopped’
their car before my station and step-
Ped in. They asked to see my books.
I produced them. They went over the
cash and the ticket case and appa-
rently found them all right. “‘But
what about your freight in store?’’
the. Superintendent inquired. ‘There
is none,”” 1 said. He opened the doov
into the freight room, which was in
the same building then, and it was
nearly " filled with odds and ends of
freight. ‘‘What is all this?'’ he ask-
gd. I said it was freight, and it was
in store, but it was all paid for. A
considerable number of questions and
answers ‘ followed /in course of which
I satisfied Mr. Boyd that there was
not a cent’s worth of freight in store
on which there was anything due to
the railway. (It was almost the only
day in the year that this could have
happened.) In the end I received the
hearty congratulations of the Super-
intendent who told me mine was the
only station on the line that had no
‘‘freight in store,’”” and he gave me
instances of several stations not fif-
ty miles away where the freight due
on such goods was well up in the
thousands. These were not cases of
dishonesty at all, but of loose meth-
ods. ‘‘It would be worth many thou-
sands to the road,’’ -said Mr. Boyd,
“if all the stations were run like
yours."’

stand in favor with the Superintend-
ent. Only this or his goodness of
heart, led him to overlook some rath-
er inexcusahle breaches of discipline
on: my part. His office was in St.
John, and Penobsquis was not then
a telegraph station.

ing my station, which was at 2
o’clock p. m., and return by the Sus-
'sex train and driving from Sussex
home. I left a competent understudy
in charge, and there would be no
trains passing in my absence. Need-
less to say I did not intend to visit
the Superintendent’s office that trip.
But cn stepping off the cars in St.
John almost the first man I met was
Superintendent Boyd. He grested me
pleasantly enough and I hastened to
apologise for being absent without

‘| permanent loss of the European and

from that time on I seemed to |time.

I wanted to goieditor of the 8t.

able smithereens, to the infinite re-
gret of the undersigned and to the

North American Railway. Wherefore
I prayed him or such other of the
Great Moguls, Emperors, or under-
gtrappers of the railway' to whom
these presents might come, to send
and transmit forthwith another bot-
tle, and as in duty bound would ever
pray. I got the bottle by return
{rain:

In those days the locomotives burn-
ed wood, the cars, which were small
and low, but of broad gauge, were
heated by wood-burning stoves and
there were, of course, no sleeping, or
dining, or parlor cars.

Meanwhile another political over-
turn had come. The Governor of
New Brunswick had been induced to
dissolve the Assembly on the Confed-
eration question, which the people
this time had accepted. Only eight
Anti-Confederates had been returned
in a House of forty-one, these being
popularly known as ‘‘the French Bri-
gade,” led by Hon. A, J, Smith, af-
terwards Sir Albert Smith. The Til-
ley Government came back to power;
the Board of Railway Commission-
ers was dismissed and the new Board
proceeded to dismiss pretty much all
the men whom the Anti-Confederate
Government had appointed and to
restore their-friends to office. We had
all expected this and did not mind it
very much. It was the custom of the

One member of the new Government
whom I knew very well, in passing
up and down the line frequently step-
ped off the train to tell me that I
was all right, that he was my friend
and so on. Then Mr. Livingston,
John Telegraph,
which was vigorously supporting the

while it was right to restore the rail-
way officials and employees who had
been ,dismissed by the Anti-Confeder-
ate 'Government, it would not be
right to remove such as had been
appointed to fill vacancies, as in the
case of the station master at Pen-
onsquis. ;

But shortly after the Superintend-
ent came along the line, dismissing
pretty nearly all hands and laid on
my table a notice that after the ex-
piry of one month my servicss would

was a meeting of the Government in
‘Peter Mitchell’s roomr, and the Gov-
ernment was in trougle. Was it the
late J. Israel Tarte who told that
Governments sometimes ‘‘fight like
blazes?’’ I am quite prepared to be-
lieve him, after my experience in be-
ing kept awake that night.

The trouble was this: The list of
new Senators, twelve in number, had
been -appointed to represent New
Brunswick in the new Canddian Par-
liament and while Westmorland had
been given two Senators and even
little Albert County had two, there
were but three allowed for thé coun-
ties of  King’s, Queen’s, Sunbury,
York, Carleton and Victdria, known
collectively as the River Counties.
Here the recalcitrants had evidently
good grounds for their kicking.

All night long, far into the follow-
ing morning, the battle raged. The
Albert County Senators-to-be, would
not give way. The River members
ingisted and threatened to ‘‘bolt.”’
At length Peter Mitchell suggested a
way out. What it was the event will
tell. Next day I saw Hon, Peter Mit-
chell and Hon. E. B. Chandler pac-
ing up and down in front of the
House of Assembly. Little did they
think anybody knew of what they
were = talking. But in the end it
transpired that Hon. E. B. Chandler,
who was g man of large fortune, af-
terwards. Governor of New Bruns-
wick, had resigned . the Senatorship
to which he was appointed and Hon.
John Glazier, the choice of the River
members, was appointed in-his stead.
Later, when the federal machine was
running under full power Mr, Chand-
ler was appointed one of the Com-
missioners for the comstruction of
the Intercolonial Railway.

The following morning, after the
stormy meeting of Council, I called
at Mr. Tilley’s office to inquire why
I had been dismissed from the rail-
way. He was usually a very pleas-
ant man to meet and received me
cordially, I told him my story brief-
ly, that I bad always been a sup-
porter of his; until the confederation
question came up, that I had been
appointed to a station on the rail-
way which was vacant at the time,
by the Anti-Confederate Government,
and ‘had been dismissed by his Gov-
ernment.

leave, explained the -circumstances
and how I had left a capable "and

be no longer required. He was good
enough to say that he ‘wds sorry to

He said threre-had-evidently been &

trustworthy man in charge. It end-
ed by him giving me permission un-
der emergent circumstances to do the
same thing again when there was not
itime to write for leave, provided 1
Ireported the matter to him after-
ward. X

It was, as I said, a time of econo-
my in things great and small on the
|Govemment railway. One mixed
train each way did the business of
ithe road and there was 'like economy
in office expenses. The railway sta-
tion was a mere shell, and one night
when the wood fire had burned out
the single bottle of ink with which

quisition for another bottle to the
stores department. Instead of the
bottle back came an inquiry from M.
L. Gross demanding what became of
the bottle of ink that had before
been supplied to Penobsquis station?
I was a little nettled to have to en-
ter upon an elahorate corrzspondence
about a five cent bottle of ink and
therefore proceeded to write Mr,
Gross a most obsequious letter of
two closely written foolscap pages on
the freezable and non-freezable li-
quids known to civilization and
geience; how, the liquid known as ink
was among the congealable fluids
which at a temperature of thirty-two
degrees Fahrenheit, and at zero of
the centigrade system, tended to be-
come solid, expanding during the pro-
cess with tremendous force; that on
the night of the twentieth November
instant, owing to the intense frigid-
ity of the circumambient atmosphere
the sable fluid in the one small bot-
tle allotted for keeping the records
of Penobsguiis’ had become congealed,
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do this, but he had no alternative,
that I had done my duty entirely to
his satisfaction, and he laid down' a
pass for me over the road for a year.
I asked him, if all this were true,
why had I heen dismissed? He said he

for the answer. I said I did not know
these gentlemen. He replied, ‘‘Come
with me on the train to St. John
and I will introduce you to.them.”
I asked him if he would be 'good
enough to tell them all the 'nice
things-he had just said to me? He
said he would.
I went with him to St. John and
straight to the Commissioners’ office.
Mr. Boyd in this as in all other mat-
ters was as good as his word. He
introduced me and told the Commis-
gioners what he had said and done at
Penobsquis.® The Chairman, who
spoke for the Board, declined to an-
swer or to discuss the matter. He
referred me to the Government. 1
said I would see the Government.
Two or three months later I saw
the Government at Fredericton. I
had in the meantime joined the writ-
ing stafl of The Telegraph and was
sent up to report the proceedings of
the House of Assembly in its last
gession as a Parliament before Con-
federation with full provincial pow-
ers. 1 arrived the night before the
House opened and I put up at the
Barker House. . The clerk explained
to me that he was giving me Hon.
John M. Johnson’s room. He would
not arrive till next day and then I

mistake made; that he and three or
four. of his colleagues had been ab-
sent in England at the time watch-
ing the B. N. A. Act through Parlia-
ment, and ended by inviting me to
come with him at 11 o’clock when a

must refer me to the Commissloners|meeting of Council . was to be held

and we could have the matter thresh-
ed out. So at 11 o’clock in this dis-
tinguished company the young report-
er went round to attend his first—
and last—cabinet meeting. Mr. Tilley
introduced me and said the mistake
had occurred while he and several of
his colleagues were in England. Poli-
ticians have the quality of being able
to make their friends feel at home.
They made me sit down among them
at the table—nine ministers amnd one
reporter. Hon. Charles Connell was
at my right and Hon. John McAdam
at my left. Then Mr. Connell said,
“] want Mr.-McCready to know that
I had nothing to do with this.’’ This
was too much for Mr. McAdam, who
broke in—‘'And I had nothing to do
with it either.’”

An almost painful pause followed.
Only five members of the Cabinét had
been present when I had been dis-
missed. Two of them had denied
having anything to do with it. An-
other, as I took occasion to remark,
had repeatedly told me he was my
friend and that my position was se-
cure. I thought I noticed a signal
for silence given by the raised hand
of the Premier. For some almost
painful moments no ome spoke. I rose

must change. I found my room was
next door Hon. Peter Mitchell's with

had expanded and exploded the bot-
tle into infinitessimal and irrecover-

room.

While walking slowly toward the

and remarked that I was puzzled to
know how with three out of five in
my favor I could have been dismiss-
a connecting door between. The door ed, and then bowed myself out.

was olosed and locked, of course, but
one could hear any noise in the other |hotel I heard some one behind me
And it was a noisy night in|calling“my name.
the other room for that night there saw Hon. John McAdam.

Turning round I
He said,

[t Was the European and North American Railway Then, Running From St. John to Shediac, Without Any Rail Connections
The Commission Plan of Building and Operating—Appointments Were All Political—A Chaiige of Government
When All Officials and Employees Were Dismissed—How Appointments Were Made.

“You think somebody is lying.”” 1
assured him that I could not think
it possible that honorable men would
state that which was untrue, but was
puzzled. He proceeded to explain.
Four of the Cabinet were away in
England. That left five at home to
do business. ' He himself had been
called away on urgent private busi-
ness.. That left four, Of course I
knew about the division between
northern and southern New Bruns-

wick. Well, befora he left it was

IAL RAILWAY OF NEW BRUNSWICK

ments and successive Governments at
Ottawa the road has suffered from
changing policies, from spasms of 're-
trenchment, followed by ldrge expen-
ditures, too long delayed, from want
of needed connections and extensions,
from the rivalry of a competing com-
pany, and sometimes from the cor-
porate railway influences . arrayed
against it in Parliament. It has suf-
fered, too, from lack of certainty 'as
to its future, and from hostile criti-
cism behind which was the desire of
one great company or another to ob-
tain possession of it on easy terms
by lease or by purchase. Formerly
these influences centred in the West,
more recently, since the advent ‘of
the Canadian Pacific and the Cana-
dian Northern to Nova Scotia some
sentiment has grown up there in fa-
vor of one or other of these compan-
jes taking over the Government sys-

tem. The new pretext for this is

agreed that no more dismissals
should be made at that mesting. But
in cie any other uestion should
should come up in which there wo:id
be a tie between north and soutk he
had left power with one wan from
the north and one frem the south to
jointly cast his vote to dacide the
tie.

Then when he (Mr. McAdam) had
gone home, one of the nortiern men
had, contrary to agresment, brought
up the question of my dismissal.

HALIFAX FROM CITADEL

They voted on it two and iwo, the
north men for dismissal, the south
men against it. Then the northern
man, who was opposed to me and
my particular friend irom the south
who had voted for. me, joined to
‘throw McAdam’s casting vote against
me. I believe and still believe!Fon-
est John McAdam’s story. And that
evening in the presence of a good
many members of the Legislature,
The Telegraph reporter zave one hen-
orable member an estimate of what

INTERIOR OF I.

his friendship was worth. He had
been tracked down.

These glimpses of the early history
of the Intercolonial in New Bruns-
wick show something of the workings
of the party politics of the day in
connection with the Government Rail-
way. Three Governments had to do
with it before confederation there,
under the spoils system. The Nova
Scotian portion had g somewhat sim-
ilar record, but of which the writer
knows nothing personally. Surely
the effort that has been made to eli-
minate party politics from the con-
trol of the road, and to give fixity
of tenure to capable men in its em-
ployment was well worth the mak-
ing. .And we must remember that
gince confederation and down to a
comparatively recent period there has
been too much of party politics and
party patronage connected with Gov-
ernment Railway matters.

Under different Provincial Govern-

that the National Transcontinental
does not intersect or touch Nova
Scotia.

Through all these changes and un-
der all these disadvantages the Gov-
ernment Railway has held a first
place in populal favor among the
people it has served. This from the
simple reason that it has given the
people g better service at lower rates
than the company railways give, is
more amenable to public opinion and
is also, in g sense different from and
more full than any corporation rail-
way, the property of the people. The
popular sentiment  in favor of Gov-
ernment ownership and control is
shown by the fact that the people
along any one of the twenty branch
railways connected with thg I. C."Ry”
desire that those roads ¢hall )e taken
over and become part of the Govern-
ment: system.

The feeling is universal that the
Government  system is splendidly

equipped for speed, comfort and safe-

C. R: DINING CAR.

ty ; that it is officered by able and
capable men, who honestly strive to
give the public the best transporta-
tion service in their power, at lower
salaries than are paid for like capa-
bility and experience on the big com-
pany systems. And further, believe
the opinion to be very general
throughout eastern Canada that it
would be an ill day for the Maritime
Provinces and for Canada at large
were the wholesome check and com-
petition of a Government railway
system to be withdrawn by the Inter-
colonial falling into corporate hands.
Rather let the Government boldly ex-
tend it to the Great Lakes or on to
Winnipeg as the people of the west
are beginning to ardently desire.
With such extension it would bind to-
gether the East, the Oenter and the
West and hecome more truly than
ever before a bond of steel connect-
ing more Provinces and a true In-
tercolonial Railway oi‘Canﬂgg,_d__
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