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Why Lecture Our Farmers?

A wish that “every citizen could realize I!ow
important for the whole world is the product!on
of food in Canada” was expressed by Acting
Prime Minister St. Laurent a few days ago in
opening the Ottawa winter fair. Canadian agri-
culture, Mr. St. Laurent said, should “rise to yhc
challenge of the day and help meet the growing
demand for tood from a world whose population
ever was on the increase.”

No question about the need in Europe gnd
elsewhere for food; but what our farmers are
worrying about just now is how tf\e Government
proposes to facilitate the marketing and distri-
bution of the abundant crops they have on hand.
In this Province they are already finding that
previous assurances of a satisfactory supply of
reefer cars for their potato and turnip shipments
were somewhat premature. Shippers are fmdmg
it just as difficult to obtain these cars in suf-
ficient numbers this year as in other years, _and
are beginning to worry about losing the United
States preferential on seed potatoes as they
lost it on their table stock. It was hoped
that o more satisfactory condition would pre-
vail this year with the cooperation of the S!.up-
pers Advisory Association, but such an organiza-
tion can accomplish nothing if the cars are not
available for distribution.

In the disposal of other products, our farm-
ers are still handicapped by exorbitant freight
rate increases and lack of truck transport fa-
Gilities to and from the mainland. Here the
“challenge of the day” is not to our food pro-
ducers but to the Government to see that ade-
quate provision is made to enable our producers
to toke advantage of market requirements. If
Mr. St. Laurent had been addressing an Island
audience instead of an Ontario one, it is this
phase of the problem which he would be expect-
ed to deal with

Another serious situation is that involved
in Great Britain’s plan for drastic cuts in her
imports of foodstuffs from Canada in 1949. Ca-
nadian farm products directly affected by this
plan are bacon and eggs — two products of prime
importance in our Island production program.
Britains exchange difficulties are at the bottom
of this change in policy, of course. According to
the Financial Post, the British are said to want
to get out of their fresh egg contract with Can-
oda entirely. They want to slash their bacon
purchases to a figure very substantially below the
wartime level or even below the prewar figure.
If this plan is followed, it would mean that the
fresh-egg contract would not be renewed when
it expires on January 31 next. It would mean that
bacon contracts for 1949 would be made at sharp-
ly reduced figures, with further tapering off in
the future as the British seek to close their dollar
exchange deficit by 1952.

Following representations made by Canad-
ian negotiators at the Cripps conference at Ot-
tawa, this very critical prospect for our bacon
and egg producers is now under review. It is one
of the matters at the head of the list for discus-
sion by a special continuing Canada-U. K. com-
mittee whose personnel has recently been an-
nounced.

By and large, our farmers seem to be about
the only ones who have realized “how important
for the whole world is the production of food in
Canada”, and they have met the challenge of
increased production only to find their efforts
stultified by a series of bottlenecks, starting at
Borden and stretching all the way across the
Atlantic and down into the United States. Gov-
ernment leaders ought to be concentrating on
straightening these bottlenecks out. They can
safely leave the production end of the problem
to the men who are doing the job.

The C.C.F.'s in Saskatchewan, like Party
governments elsewhere, are finding it hard sled-
ding to keep within estimates. With the cost of
just about everything rising rapidly, Provincial
Treasurer C. M. Fines has announced his gov-
ernment will find it difficult to keep within
the 1948-49 budget of $52,238,154. While gov-
ernment revenues remain buoyant, Mr. Fines stat-
ed, mounting costs of government services are
exerting o steadily increasing pressure on the
provincial treasury. The problem is already re-
flecting itself throughout the government. De-
partments making our estimates for the 1949-50
fiscal year have bzen notified to maintain their
expenses at a level consistant with the 1948-49
year. In some instances, Mr. Fines said, this may
mean a raducticn in staff or in services provided.
The government could not continue spending
more un'ess some new form of revenue were
found or unless the people were prepared to pay
more in taxes fog the services provided them.
Thus government costs more when Socialists at-
tempt to provide necessaries or luxuries from the
cradle to the grave.
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NOTES

Cranbesries, known as “the children’s money-
makers,” are more than maintaining their re-

putation here.

- L * *

The way iron and steel scrap is being clean-
ed up now, there will be none available for
scrop drives in the event of another war in the

near future.

* * &

Newfoundlond has properly been seeking the
best possible terms for her entry into confed-
eration, but it might be well for her delegates
to" consider that each financial concession to
her will probably be extended to the other pro-
vinces sooner or later and she will have to bear
her share of the total burden.

-
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As a result of redemption and refunding
operations next wez: Canada will reduce her na-
tional debt by $:30,954,600. With money like
that seeking investment it is scarcely any won-
der the stock market is bullish.

*  x

We stand corrected. Prince County Liberals
have nominated Mr. J. Watscn MacNaught,
M.P., as their standard bearer for next eiection.
This was done on the occesion of the selection
of representatives for the Liberal convention at
Ottawa:

* x * %

“To be or not to be” is still the question
farmers are puzzling over the proposal to wipe
out the ban on margarine. No one knows the
answer but the Supreme Court at Ottawa which
declines to release it till after the N. S. elec-
tion, and not before Nov. 15,

There will be considerable sympathy for as-
sistant commissioner C. K. Gray of the R. C. M.
P..in his protest against a proposal at the re-
cent Dominion-Provincial tourist conference to
use Royal Canadian Maunted Police in their col-
ourful uniforms as a tourist attraction. The R.
C. M, P. have far too big a job to do to take
time out to give tourists a thrill.

L

An aspect of highway maintenance which
has not received sufficient attention in this pro-
vince is uniformity of traffic signs. In New
Brunswick, for instance, a driver knows he is
entering a built-up area with a speed limit of
30 m.p.h. by the shape and colour of the warn-
ing sign without taking his eyes off the road
for the time required to read it. ~ :

* * * *

After 65 years, a set of sleigh bells,
In
1878 the people of Montreal gave them to the
new governor-general, the Marquis of Lorne.
They went back to England with the vice-regal
couple in 1883. They were found recently in
Kensington Palace and Viscount Alexander said
he would like to have them himselt.
w xox %

Farmers are being threatened with prosecu-

tion for trapping red foxes. Is this good policy?

Early Canadian momentos are coming back P
"home.
with plumes, etc, are returning to Ottawa.

ONCE SHE GOES /

I'LlL ORDER FROM YOU REGULARLY,

] and August.

In England the farmers claim that “were it not
for fox hunting the country would be over-run
by Mr. Reynard to the detriment of their poul-
try industry. Perhaps it would be better for the
Government to offer a premium for red fox.

L

Premier Jones is rather rejoiced than disap-
pointed that he was not nominated as a Federal
candidate for Queen’s. He has another four years
to run as Premier and much may happen in the
interim, including the - adjunct of Newfound-
land. It was suggested that Premier Jones, it el-
ected, might receive the portfolio of Agriculture.
More likely it would have been that of Labour,
as it is well known that Hon. Mr. Mitchell is to
be raised to a senatorship.
»* »* * »*

Joan Keats, English poet, born this date
1795; son of a livery-stable keeper in London, he
subsequently studied medicine, but after qualify-
ing he abandoned that profession for literature,
his first publication appearing in 1817. His best
poems are La Belle Dame sans Merci, The Ode
to a Grecian Urn, and his sonnets which had an
incalculable influznce on iater English poetry.
He was unfortunate in love, was driven from Eng-
land by T.B. and died in Rome at the early age
of twenty-six:

“Let me have music dying, and | seek no
more delight.”

* w ok k

The work and responsibilities of the Provin-
cial Government are increasing by leaps and
bounds. New duties are being thrust upon it,
and were it not for the able and much abused
bureaucrats who practically assume, or have
per force to undertake the duties of Ministers
it would be difficult for the administration to
function properly. Premier Jones is a hard, deter-
mined worker, leaving too little for his col-
leagues to undertake. Perhaps it would be better
for him from now on to sit back and direct poli-
cies allowing his ministers a freer hand in actual

udministration.

L

A record probably unique in Cenada was
that achizved by the late Mr. Fidele T. Arsen-
ault, qeneral merchant, of Wellington, who
passed away on Wednesday at the age of ninety-
eight. Until quite racent years he retained his
lourels as a champion padestrian and skater,
and almest until the end he was in his <tore
every day. No neighber could remember when
he was not to be seen in his pzw in Miscouche
Church, located fcur miles from his home. It is
of such stuff that our hardy Island pioneers werz
made. The Province has lost a fine citizen, and a
most noteworthy one, in Mr. Arsenault's pass-

ing.

*o* x W

In referance to the visit of the Rev. Dean of
Canterbury to Canada the following statement
is issued by the Primate of All England. Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, The Most Rev. Geoffrey
F. Fisher, D.D.:— "It is unfortunately the casc
that recent actions and utterances of the Dean
of Canterbury have given rise to widespread mis-
understandings and misconceptions both on the
Continent and in the United States, liable to af-
fect the relations of the Church of England with
foreign Churches or countries. It has been sup-
posed that a Dean of Canterbury must necessar-
ily be acting on the instructions of the Archbishcp
of Canterbury and representing his views. | find
it necessary, therefore, to repeat the warning
given by A:chbishep Lang in 1937. The Dean's
cffice and jurisdicticn in this country does not
extend beyond the confines of the Cathedral Body
of which he is head. Outside those limits he
speaks and acts only for himself: the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury has neither responsibility
‘for what the Dean may say or do nor power to
control it. In view of the special and worldwide
associations which surround the name of Can-

. : ‘! No Small Potatoes
740 K ( (Windsor Star)

? If ever occasion arises when ft

l becomes necessary for a Canadian
| Govermment spokesman  to
¢ blunt language to
(URVL GOF QUIET | United States, Rt. Hon. C. D. Hone
'is the man to do it. Not only does
Pull down the blinds of my enind, he know how to use blunt lang-
like the lidded turile uage. but can do it with a
To draw within, within deep cav-| England accent, having been born
erns of thought, and raised in Massachusetts.
The subjective retreat of the tired, Potatoes are big business in the
the wan. the worn. New England States, especially in
grief-stricken. The poet, the |
artist. t
The philosopher hollow out molded 'across the line, competing with the
retreats. "Tocal product there. Mr. Howe
Where, oh where else to flee in 2 torsely tells United States objectors
hail storm | that while Canada buys $280.000,000
Of dissension, in torrents of 1‘5(""(){ fruits and vegetables annually
In a wrecked landscape after the! frem the United States, it only sells
flood $54,000,000 including potatoes, '6
But in a snow storm of silence after | that country.
prayer! The United States has nothing
I draw a curve around the door of | 40t which to kick, really. Trouble
consciousness., l is, an election campaign is on there.
The door of my dawn of vislon and! 3,4 some New England candidates
revelation, | are trying to ride into office on a
And draw within, the horns of 8en-; 1,0 "of potatoes. Perhaps Mr. Howe.
tience folding upon them-, yeing a politician himself, should
seives, ) | not be too tough on his one-time
The folded hands of revelation  nNew England compatriots.  They
Holding the core, the pith. the Xer- ... herely trying to make big pota-
nel of quiet, toes out of small potatoes.
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split Infinitives

(Ottawa Citizen)
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of Cambridge University.
Prof. Davies” supporters is

Century. To firmly buttress

old, Ruskin as splitters all.

The soundest view seems 1o be
that to split an infinitive, it ic nec-
essary to correctly split it. That
is, the splitting must result in a
harmonious sound, and must add to
the easy flow of language.
it is more natural to use an infin-
itive without splitting it.
occasions, the rule should be: Don't
split. On the other hand, the con-
text of a sentence is often such as
to naturally lead onc to split. In
that case, the rule should be: Split.

That seems to be the rule that is
presently being worked out in Eng-
land, through the dispute now in
progress. The viewpoint that split
infinitives are at all times abhor-

anyone in the g

[
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PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open to the

di | y correspondents
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-

> ily endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

@

New; b@emmmmoe@

WHY FOR TOURISTS ONLY?

Sir,—1 see it is reported that we

Maine. There have been objections‘la,e.ag last to have a museum on
raised to Canadian spuds goih3,the Island, but why at Cavendish?

What is the purpose of a museum?
Is it to cater to the casual interest
of the tourists most of whom will
forget what they have seen here
when they visit museums else-
where or is it to preserve what is
valuable in our past so that our
children may learn something of
their background and of the
struggle, endurance and heroism of
their forebears who made out of
the wilderness this fair Garden of
the Gulf?

Let us look at the question frank-
ly. If our young people are the
first consideration then I ask again
why a museum at Cavendish,
where it would be visited at most
during three months of the year
largely by tourists and for the
other nine months be practically
empty?

I do not suggest for a moment

Usually,

On such |

that it should be located at Sum-
1 merside—this is once when our

A heated controversy has been I residents would readily yield the
stirred among English stylists over Iright to Charlottetown! There it
the defence of the split infinitive ' would be available to a large num-
made recently by Prof. H. S. Davies, : ber of school children,” to the stu-
Among 'dents at Prince of Wales and St.
the . Dunstan's and to the children all
writer of a letter to the Christian ' over the

Island whose parents

his ' would be going to Charlottetown—
argument, he cites Southey, Coler-:and as for the tourists I doubt if
idge, Lamb, Woodsworth, Macaulay, »any leave the Island without visit-
DeQuincey, Milton, Matthew Arn-ing the Capital.

; Let us see that first things are.
, put first. Few have such richness
;of heritage as we and our young
, beople must be given the fullest
i opportunity through a museum of
‘ creating in their imagination the
yearly life of our Island Province.
l I am, Sir, etc.
CARRIE E. IIOLMAN
Summerside,
October 28

ing accorded the right l(\”l"ﬂ"ll;;lc;
all infinitives, both rplit and un-
split.

SUBMARINE BRIDGE

A bridge in Iraq is lowered 20

rent is being abandoned, and the | feet under the water so ships may
Einglisi> language, so flexible, is be- Pass over the span.

- 'Notes

ous Antarctic explorer, is planning
an expedition to the Perry River
area of northern Canada next July
The area lies to the
south of Queen Maud Gulf. The
trip will be made by float-plane and
the purpose is to study bird and
animal life. — Ottawa Citizen.

h

The atively large
of those farmers in the district who
have successfully grown potatoes in
such abundant yields (more than
500 bushels an acre) indicates that
the farmers in general are passing
up a good bet if they do not con-
centrate at least in some degree on
growing potatoes—and on growing
larger ylelds per acre. - Fort
Frances (Ont.) Times..

A big American oil company
has made available to oil-burner
manufacturers, royalty-free, a de-
vice developed by its researchers
which reduces home fuel oil con-
sumption almost 25 per cent. When
a firm goes to these lengths to cut
down its own Income as well as
the .country's fuel bill, the millen-
nium must be at hand — or else
they aren't kidding about that oil
shortage. Kitchener - Waterho
Record.

Britain long led the world in
building giant ships. Now comes
word that she is preparing to take
world leadership in building giant
airliners. Thus a new alirship, to
be known as Brabazon I, designed
to carry 100 passengers, and which
will cost $48,000,000, will take to
the air next year. George Straus,
Britain’s minister of supply, told a
Bristol audience this week that the
tremendous cost of the new airliner
would be justified by its perform-
ance, and that a Brabazon II would
be introduced into commercial serv-
ice within the next three years. Not
bad for a country which, if we were
to believe some recent commentat-
ors, was on the verge of being
down and out.—Ottawa Journal.

An Ottawa constable blames
mothers for children’s jay-walking.
While the police force and safety
patrols are trying to train young
folks to observe the traffic rules,
walk with the green lights, walt
for the patrol boys and girls to
give the high sign, mothers rush
right through all the safe-guards.
It's not only in respect to traffic
regulations that mothers must
watch themselves. One fundamental
about all children is that they're
imitators. When parents begin to
realize this, they'll be a lot more
careful, not only of observing traf-
fic rules, but of their language,
their honesty in small things,
church-going and such. To the
little folks, what Mama and Papa
do is right, and they'll do it too.—
Windsor Star.

---In-our part of the province the
level of our lakes and streams un-
dergoes marked fluctuation; some
of the latter almost run dry and
so do wells and cisterns. Drought
is becoming almost an annual oc-
currence and many a stream which
used to support a mill, or a series
of mills, periodically becomes dry
land. Everything points to the ex-
treme need or return of large areas
of this country to the forest cover
that once conserved moisture and
doled it out during the year in-
stead of allowing it to run off in
one fell swoop which also extracts
the nutriment from the soil. The
Jonger we delay putting such a
program into effect, we can scarce-
ly avold repetition of some of the
difficulties which we are today en-
during because of our earlier folly.
—Brockville Recorder and Times.

A Toronto newspaper has coined
a new title for our newest province.
Newfoundland has been dubbed
“Newland” for headline brevity,
and repercussions are awaited. They
say they did it to get around
“Newfle,” which is poison to New-
foundlanders and in its worst ex-
cess in the war years broughi the
nickname “Newfiejohns” to its cap-
ital. Worse, it rhymed with goofy
and brought internecine strain to
a high pitch. No wonder! Do we
have now to label the oldest Brit-
ish colony “Newland” and give it

“\,
X
8
social staturc.

Ch'town

By

Mr. Peter Scott, son of the fam- |a label redolent of a'suburban reg

Th ay -

estate development or a
bonanza? If to fit in wlugmtl;l‘:
practice of calling an examinatiop
a quiz and a magistrate a cadi ang
a capture a nip there must be some
abbreviation, why not simp);y Nfiq7
Or Nf? Or N? They can llw-y;
retaliate on us over here when Con.
federation terms are completed and
some of the possibilities are omin.
ous. What could be worse thap
Torto the Good, or the Pacific
Coast province of Britcol, or—tq
cap the cold war—a brittle refer.
ence to our great wheat-gmwm'
province of Schmoo? — Hamilton
Spectator.

The Dutch are probably a goog
deal less troubled by juvenile de.
linquency than we are. This is 1o
be gathered from the incident in
which Queen Juliana's two sma])
daughters were arrested for filch.
ing fruit from a street stand while
coming home from school. Whep
the cops called the palace to agk
what to do, the queen inquired as
to what was usually done. She
learned that it was customary tq
hold youngsters two hours fop
such monkeyshines and then turn
them over to their folks. Juliana
then told the desk sergeant to keep
her girls around the station house
for three hours. We don't have
queens in this country, but we
have plenty who try to wield the
influence of kings and queeng
around police stations. Our fee].
ing is that in most cases the news
that their pampered darlings had
been collared for swiping apples
would have turned out differently,
The sergeant would be told that it
he didn’t turn them loose at once,
and apologize to boot, he would be
“walking a beat in the sticks” by
tomorrow. — Detroit Free Press,

Walking along the avenue we
were brought up short by a card
in a shop window that proclaimed
that the record players on display
were “child proof.” If this claim
is true the record players in ques.
tion are the engineering marvel of
the age — either that or boys and
girls have slipped sadly in the last
year or so. It will be recalled that
not very long ago the alarm bells
rang in the deep chambers of Fort
Knox. Fort Knox is the major re
pository for U. S. government gold,
It is protected by almost every
known burglar device as well a3
military guards. When the soldiers
sped to answer the alarm bells they
found two boys playing in the heart
of the strong rooms. No one knew
how they managed to get past the
guards and burglar alarms. More
recently in Philadelphia the U. 8,
Navy is reported to have allowed
children to board one of its large
ships to inspect the craft. About
one day was all that the little peo-
ple needed to immobilize the mighty
engine of war. Curious boys man.
aged to unscrew all the gun me-
chanisms, jimmy communications
and generally give the battlewagon
a going over. The battleship limp-
ed back to its base, a sadder but
wiser vessel. — Winnipeg Tribune

Frankly, we're worrled. About
rainmakers, we mean. Whenever
we contemplate the day when every
farmer has a rainmaker in the mes-
chine shed, we are filled with appre-
hension. That’s a six-bit word for
scared. Farmers never have agreed
on the weather. On the same day,
in the same spot, one will say it is
too dry, and one will say it is too
wet. That's fine in a free coun-
try, where Waldo still calls the
tune. Now throw in a few raine
makers. John Doe is up at the
crack of dawn to put up his nicely
cured hayg But John Dope, in the
late evenifg, has cooked up a nice
shower for his late oats. Bang,
there goes another life-long friend-
ship. Worse than that, imagine the
church picnics that could be rained
out by the jealous congregation
down the street. And what the
Gopher Gulch sports committee
wouldn’t do to the competing sports
days for miles around. The golf
club would cook up a nice shower
to green up the fairways, and the
ladies’ strawberry social is washed
out. Waldo, we have you some-
times, but we would rather leave it
to you to dish up the weather. —
World Spectator.
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YOUR APrEAR

A Br.wus'o people are inclined to judge by appearance, it is im-
portant that you wear clothes in keeping with your business and

ANCE COUNTS

J. P. MACPHERSON & SON

(CUSTOM U1l CLOTHES)

Queen St

Of subjectivity, close-leaved, like a
budded plant.
Close-winged like a resting bird.
_Amy Bonner, in Poetry (Augusil
Tssue). [}
— I
Charlottetown 5
(And P. E. 1) 6
LEGISLATIVE TOPICS
In 1825 Lieutenant Governor
Ready commenced his reign by re-
warding the bear hunters and Kill-}
ers of wild cats, and by way of bal-
ance, moved his thoughts from des-
tructiveness to that of the preserva-
tion of oysters; but bears, wild cats
and oysters were not the only sub-
jeets of Tlis Excellency's thoughts,
e appeinted hog reeves, and en-
d  cducation.  He  revived
sses and destroyed dogs. e
shut  up boar pigs, and pul
his signet on travelling swine. He
considered that canoes ought not
to be taken away without the con-
sent of the owne and that pilot-
ing ought lo be systematized. He
gave encouragement to the
ies, and discouragement to
e Timited the jurisdic
Jasticos of the peac d "
the idea that sheep were a nuisance |
when they were at liberty to upset |
buckets in a back porch in Char- |
lottetown. He provided a remedy for | :
injuries arising from playing with I
fire, and a remedy of another kind,

by issue of Treasury notes. |
To diminish the use of rum and '
brandy there was a duty put on
tea; and the solace of mankind, to-
bacco, became a contributor to the |
revenue, Marriages, baptisms, and
polygamy, which was made felony,
stirred his mind; but he did not
succeed in convincing his master,
George the Fourth, that polygamy
was felony. However, rum and
pumps were the order of the day,
and tea and tobacco were not for-
gotten.
About
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have
The best watches

The smartest styles
and
The lowest prices.

ONLY

15.95.

and up
plus tpx

this time some small
change “came o'er the spirit of his
dream”, and notes of the value of }‘
ten shillings were issued. After |
regulating apprentices and cstab-
lishing an assize of bread, he count-
ed the population of ‘the Island,
gave some legdl directions about
driving carts on the highways, and
authorized the formation of a fire
engine company. Cases of replevin, |
and the support of light-houses, and |
once more the Spring Water Act .
was brought upon the carpet, in f
company with her brother, the Rum

smoked and steamed beside them.

—From “The Progress and Pros-

terbury, it is necessary to make the position
quite clear.”

|
|
Act, while the Tobacco and Tea Act i

pects of Prince Edwgrd Island,”
etc, 1861, by C. Béeh
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BE PREPARED

Colder weather is expected, you should see that the ewl
bin is filled with our good coal. We are unloading -cars of
Sydney, Inverness, Acadia and Hard Coal Briquettes.

A. PICKARD & Co. Lt

Phone 240
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