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Sir  Wilirid Says He Caonot Support Cou-
scription and Cannot Enter a Government|

Pledged to Compulsory Service. Unionist
Government to be Formed Including Lead-
ing English Liberals. Conscription bill will

. be?lqlrodnced Monday.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)
OTTAWA.— Coalition has failed.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, after  receiving
every concession asked, refused to be-
come a member of a war government.

The following correspondence tells
the story of the failure to make a uni-
ted Canada:

Dear Sir Rcbert— On the 12th of
May you asked me to meet you on
the following: day which I did.

After explaining fully the conditions
of the war in the light of the know-
ledge acquired during your recent vi-
sit to 'Great Britain you stated the
reasons which had led ycu to the con-

clusion that compulsory service wasl

necessary and you explained to me
the provisions of the military service
bill. You then proposed the. forma-

You cn the other hand decided ' that
you could not accept such a policy and
that you could not join a government
which adopted it.

Yours faithfully,

R. L. BORDEN.

In Parliament today Sir Robert Bor-
den anncunced that the comscription
bill. would be introduced on Mpnday.

Thig Canadian conscription measure

the United States in that there is no
registration.  The day the hill be-
comes law every male citizen between
the age of 20 and 46 is a member of
the Canadian army.

They will be called to the c¢lors in
classes and the first call will be for
single men between 20 and 30.

tion of a ccalition government upon
the basis that, outside of the Prime
Minister, each of the two political par--
ties should have an equal representa-

Those who do' not answer the call
will be deserters under the Army Act.

Courts to decide on exempts will he
established.

differs from that of England and 0[|

. ed ‘the importance of averting, if pos- of fcimation.

tion in the Cabinet, and you emphasiz-{ A Unionist party is in the course

It ig expected that six

sible, an election during the war. or seven English Liberals will enter
I told you at once that if my cp-op- the government. Among those men-

eraticn ‘was desired I regretted that itioned for preferment are:

I had not been invited before you an-' A. K. McLean.

uounced a policy of compfilsory ser-' F. B. Carvell.

thing

. of the Atwack

General Haig. has launched his ex-
pected blow at the German lines in
Belgium, striking early this morning
along a nine mile front cn the Mes-
‘'sines  Wytschaete Ridge, between
Ypres and Lille.

Success marked the opening of the
offensive, the ‘British winning all their
'initial objectiyes and  pushing on.
Their further progress 'is reported to
be satisfactory along the whole front.

While a considerable stretch separ-
ates the fleld of this new.offensive

_from that of the Arras operation, it}

may be considered as in conjunction
with and continuing the battle of Ar-
| ras.

A sweeping salient in front of the
city of Lille hag been created by the
| Arras attack and in a broad sense
this salient is now under threat from
beth north and south.

Belying the recest German boast

that the British cfensive from Ai‘ra_s,

had come to ;a halt, General Haig,
earlier this wdek, proved that he had
Lens in his grasp carrying a mile of
German front north of Scarpe.

The reverberations from thig blow'pondem of the Associated Press.)—

hag bardly died away before today’s
other
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THER GREAT BRITISH OFFENSIVE
IN FULL SWING IN BELGIUM

After Artillery Preparation Continuing for Days the British
Have Advanced on a Nine Mile Front Carrying Every-
 thing Before Them. Latest Word is that Messines is
' Captured. The Immediate Offensive is Supposed io be
" Lilte. 1,000 German Prisoners Captured in Early Stage

into the British line north of the ri-;ted to have been taken early in the
ver Lys and at the same time to re~!ﬁghnng‘ It was also reported that
lieve pressure on Ypres which had Lenfer and Zareeba had fallen and
been under bombardment since the that Wytschaete had been surrounded
Germans failed in their attempt to by British storming troops.
break through in 1915. ‘Tanks were in the thick of the fight-

The British have captured impcr ing in the British  offensive.  More
tant trench positions all the way than one thousand Germans were ta-
from Observation Ridge southeast of ken prisoners early in engagement.
Ypres to Ploegstreet Wood north of  The fighting continues under a mid-
Armentieres. summer’s sun. The Germans have
jnot yet rallied fcr the expected coun-
MOST GIGANTIC MINING OPERA- ter attack.

TION IN HISTORY OF WARFARE

| MESSINES IS TAKEN BY BRITISH.

More than cne million pounds of
high explosives was blown up under,! (c n Press D
German forward positions. This is! |LONDON— BRITISH HEADQUAR-
the most gigantic mining  operation TERS IN FRANCE—THE BRITISH
in the history of warfare and spread HAVE CAPTURED MESSINES.
panic among the Germans. (0

The British in their attack todu,\':
used probably twenty per cent. more
guns especially these of heavy cali-

di teh

BERLIN REPORT.

vice as | dreaded very serious difficul-
tieg if a‘conscription law was passe(d
by the present parliament. !

You rejoined that you liad thought It
vreferable to invite me after the poli-
¢y had beep enunciated rather than
before.

At an inferview which took place
on Tuegday the 20th of May you sug:
gested o/ me that you thought it
necessafy, {0 hold a caucus of your
supporters but desired to ccmsult me
béfore dolng so. I suggested to you
that o hold a caucus pending nego-
tiations would not likely tend towards
the objects tc be attained. At the
same time I suggested that as I want-
ed to consult particularly Sir Lomer
Gouin andsome other friends 1 would
like L0 have, a clear statement in wri:
ting of your proposal: which you for-
mulated ag fcllows:

“That a coalition 'government shouid
I?a composed; that'a pledge should be
given |nog to, enforce it until after a!
genoral elestion; that  Parliament
should be dissolved and the coalition’
government should seek a  mandate
trom the people. e | \

At the conference on Kriday, the!
first of June and again on Monday the!
fourth the possitle personnel ot
coalition gbvérpment was considered.

Stme not insuperable difficulties in the,

personnell wete Anticipated and the
subject was not¢ concluded. On Wed-
nesday the sixth of June the final con-
terence took plite &t which I announc-
ed that I had not Seen my way clear
to join the government on the terms
proposed. 1 dskeéd you at the same
thme if conscription was the only ba
sis, to which you replied in the affir-
mative,

At this and previous interviews I

‘| Minard’a Liniment cures distsmpen.

F. F. Pardee.

Geo. P. Graham,

Geo. McCraney.

Dr. Clark and ancther not now in
Parliament. {

The known. conscriptionists in the ;. common with other sections of the
Liberal party are: line in Belgium along a front of some
Dr. Clark. il { thirty miles its defenses had - been
Buchanan. ’ subjected to tremendous pounding by
Douglas . | British artillery for days.
W. H. White. The French front is comparatively
Dr. Warnock. quiet. The only development of note
McCraney. last night was a German attack north-
Nigley. | west of St. Quentin. This was quick-
(é:i?se ly checked by French fire.
'
Eeriee. CONDITIONS IN RUSSIA MORE
g::gf;:- i PROMISING.
Col.’Hugh McLean. Conditions in Russia appear more
3; h};; MzLe:l‘lt.ed e : ’promlgilng from several ungl?s. TFor
8(SERSY Do COB- \ ve thirg the incident of Kronstadt

scription are:
Albery Champagne. y
Charlton.
Ross.
McCoig.
German.
McMillan
Robb.
Kay.

MONTREAL— This morning’s ses
sion: of ‘the Presbyterian General As-
sembly was$ almosy, entirely occufiied
| by routine organization’ work, and
the reception of. minor reports. There
.were in the vicinity of six hundred
, delegates registered up:to noon, - ; |

. et e e
Minard’s Liniment cures toothache.

COMING EVENTS |
ANN

| tront. i

OUNOEMENTS:

MEETINGS, ETC. jtance in depth, - An effective ddvance

! mendous bombardment
thirty mile8 on this portion of their, Toronto, gave a very interesting talk

"attack was launched on the
!side of the Lille, salient.

A sharp well defined curve iu the
! termun line, about three miles deep
and the same distance across, ig the
!immediate object of this new attack.

with its revolting fortress garrison
and declaration of independence has
been ‘adjusted,. the self constituted
Kronstadt authorities recognizing the
authority of the Provisional Govern-

ment.

BRTISH OFFICIAL REPORT.

(Canadian Press Despatch.)

LONDON.— The British opened an
attack on a nine mile front between
Messines and Wiytschaete and have
taken all their first objectives. The
new British offensive is against a
shafp German salient three miles
south of Ypres. For: several days
the British have maintained a tre-

bre, than they employed in the bat-
tle of Arras.
(Canadian Press Despatch.)
LONDON.— (From a Staff Corres:

The British rush this morning on the
Messines Wytschaete ridge of the
 Belgian front took them well over the
ridge where they are now entren-
ching,

MESSINES 'REPORTED ' CAPTUR.
ED,

(Canadian Press Despatch.)
BERLIN.— Early today the Ger-
man statement says the battle in Flan-
ders fully flared up after most exten-
sive explosions and most violent gun
fire.

(Canadian Press Despatch.)
PARIS.— A strong force of Ger-
mans made an attack northeast of St.
Quentin at midnight, today’s official
announcement says. The attackers

were caught under violent French fire
and retired after sustaining heavy los:
ses.

AMERICAN: WARHIS ' ANERCAN STEAMER
O FRENCH COST~ AVRVE P

The village of Messines was repor-

(Canadian Press Despatch.) (Canadian Press Despatch.)

PARIS.— The Minister of WASHINGTON.— The naval steam
announces that American  warships er Jupiter has arrived in France, Se
have ancliored off the French coast.!cretary Daniels announced today, la-
The announcement adds that the' den with 10,600 tons of wheat and
French navy greets with joy on their' other supplies. The ship sailed from
arrival those new brothers in arms an American port without any intima-
who under the flag of the Great Am-|ticn of her voyage having been given
ei‘ican Republic have come to partici-, out in advance and is now at anchor
pate until final victory in the struggle in a French port.
against a common enemy is assured,! G

LIEUT. THOMAS OF

Marine

Lieut. A. M. Thomas, of the

for , almost

The salient -itself is about

three miles in width and the same dis-

always stated to you that whenever 1 ! mm—— in this sector would seriously menace)
conscription was adopted after a cony 4% FOR s”n'ﬁ‘-"-‘“b,tt.‘,’,‘\"“';','x?c’.‘, {he German hold on Lille’ which is
sultation of the people I would cerw bn o' Nopth @ Shore  Hotel. about five miles from the nearest Bri:
taily urge in every possible way °b°', Termg moderate. Apply D. '(ish position.

Autos every

diénce tc the law.
Helieve me yours very sincerely,

McMillan, onn_ﬂemr.dut
day. Telepht ‘long apce, .
y *w ll . 1. 6.6Méipd.

LAURIER.
WILFRID l Minards
.

OTTAWA.— 8ir Robert's reply:—

Linimant cures garget In cows

T )

The text of the official statement

follows:

“We attacked at 5.10 a.m. this mor
ning the German positions on Mes:
'gignes Wytschaete ridge ¢n a

Royal Flying Corps, who arrived in
.the city on Wednésday night from

in the Board of Trade room last even-
'ing at a meeting of the Queen's
County branch of the Canadian Avia-
i tion League. !
Among those present were Mr. F.
W. Hyndman, who introduced Lieut.
Thomas, Mayor Brown, J. O. Hynd-
man, (L. B. Miller, F. J. Nash, J.
®. B. McCready, Major Bartlett, D.
B. Stewart, G. W. Harrison, C. H.

THE AVIATION GORPS
GIVES INTERESTING TALK

used. A man going to qualify as a
piloy must know  all' about an engine
and be able to repair the smallest de
tail in any ong of nine engines. A
young man to be successful as a pilol
needs to be possessed of a trained
mind, He receives schooling of thig
kind for three months, after which
he ig sent to a flying school, where he
takes his first joy ride through space.
In this ride he generally gets sam-
ples of all the thumps and plunges
which come to the aviator. He s
Qjable to get thoroughly ecared bug ds
proof to all this after%vards. An of
ficer in the aviation corps must be

{ B. Longworth, Percy Pope, R. H.
Jenking, J. T. McKenzie, J. A. Mc-
| Donald, Dr. Ledwell, €.  Craswell,
{G. H. Toombs, C. Milford, "I. Y.

front Reddin, Wm. Bradley,

and several

'of over nine miles.

We have every: others

On June 7 Sir Robert Borden replied
a8 follows: . 4
Dear Sir Wiiteld Laurier:’ :

1 heg to acknowledgeryour letter of
vestarddy in which you sét forth the
subktance of récent negotiaticns res:
pécting the . formation of a coalition
government. - sl
At our first interview you had ex-
préssed the opitlon that compulsory
bétvice ghould ot be enforced until
it had been approved by a referen:
dufu or dt 4 general election. It was
for this réason that 1 decided as stated
in the fourth paragraph of your letten.
1 dgres that it was the policy of the
comipulsgry side which fs your judg:
M8t made it impossible f¢: you to
jolh a coalition goveiument. [ was
cohvinced that c&fm, gervice was
néedssaty, add. ‘be_included  jp
the poliey ot'ét‘“ proposed

APt d b
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TORONTO,
winds; local sho e
‘ The hllh.ll’ 'tzlrh{wltlu‘o recofled

esterday above. At
{08, ‘m& it was !liht 8] l: ghs. ’m‘..
it was above. The. opld  pre:
vious n MWL‘.‘EI o8, Lty

The tide wil “High’ thir. moraing

at 11.68 and tomorrow ap 12.49; it
w:).l be_ high, yrrow . mornjng at

The sun sets this evening and to:
morrow at; 8.02; 4 rijes tomotfow
morning and Sufiday at 4.51.

The mooti 1ises tonight at 11.21,

There wae a full moon on Tuédday,
June bth at 8,07 av nn .

The last quatter of the moon will
be on Tuesday, June 1Cth at 1.3 a.
e 4 T AR

Q!?,\“ﬁl”"fhm.m" Liniment ‘“x udo.w A

0

| where captured our first objectives
"and firther progress is reported to
he satistactory along the whole front
of attack, Nuthbers of prisoners are
reported already to be roaching the
collepting stations. )

ATTACK SINCE VIMY
RIDGE.

LARGEST

The British attack, begun south of
Ypres this morning, is believed to be
the largest since the Canadians car
ried ' Vimy mm

The attack was
night's bombardment

than uslally necessary as the Ger-

firsy  war,

honorable. When he gets his orders
to drop bombs on a certain place, it
is necessary to trust to his homor
, that this will be done. )

The Lieutenant went on to tell of

Lieut. Thomas is the
aviator to visit this province and the different types of  machimes.
spent seven months at the front. He There are three kinds used— the
i§ a young man of pleasing person- “Corps” machine which goes to a

ality, very modest, and had nothing
to say about
P

loite, |
) He began his talk of last evening.which is to attack and d

which was informal in character, by
stating that the main thing to re-
alize is the extent and importance
of the aerial service at the present
It is a service which is alto-

th
other indispensable, by means of it

| information in regard to the ene-|

my's plans and locatlon of armies
belhg secured.
' HEngland today holds the superior

preceded by a fort: jty of the air. When the war started ta
which was more she had only thirty machines, where-' will probably mean an outlay of some

as today she has a totdl of two thous-
and with about 80,000 men to attend

man positions on this part of the line 4, thom,

wu‘g&:;ﬁwn[ tc be very strong.
objest of

The ; . i }

o the attagk, doubtleds is ty - Lieat. THomas desoribed

"giitataLe tho salient which’ 'br‘o]eéh"_,l.#
i 13

in a
manner the make up of an

hig own personal ex:,

and the types of dﬁ;ln“J

height generally of about 3,000 feet—
another type fiying from 8,000 to
10,000 feet in height, the (lu!yx ol:
of a
hostile aircraft,— and the Light
Scoutg which ascend to a height of
from 12,000 to 15,000 feet, and wait
up there, waiting their chance when
they se¢ a Hun machine to plunge
and destroy, it.

The English are well satisfied with
the’ Canadians who have joined thé
|air service and are continually ask-
in: for more of them. They are ee

lishing schools in Canada  which

_tour or five million dollars, Al ex-
_penses in conmection therewith,

lbelng borng by the '~Imperial Goy-
{qrment, so that (thi ledf
| ¢an 4o_s to. provide . the: m

e three)

‘(Continued on page

Make Strong Plea for

Incidentally Asked
Opening Road from

An important and repregentative

delegation from Bedeque and vici
nity waited upon the Government
yesterday in the interests of the

Summerside Bedeque Ferry. The del-
egation consisted of Mr. N. C.
Pearson, who acted as chairman,
Messrs. W, F. H. Montgomery, Al-
bert Schurman, Walter Leard and
Howard McFarlane.

The delegates were introduced by
Hon, James McNeill. The chairman,
Mr., Pierson, on invitation of the
Premier came forward and read the
following: 2

TO THE PROVINCIAL GOVERN-
MEN

Whereas, Bedeque is greatly handi-
capped for want of a Ferry to handle
farm produce as well as passenger
trafic, owing to the fact that the
Ferry formerly on the service has
been sold to parties abroad and so
far no suitable steamer has appar-
ently been available. We  would,
therefore, ask the Government to do
at once all in their power to secure
a satisfactory Ferry for this impor-
tant service. We have associated
with us today J. Rhynard who has
been connected with the operating
of that Ferry for a number of years,
and has given excellent satisfaction.
He is now in a position to invest
capital as well as give his whole at-
tentién to the service, We ask the
Government as a special inducement
to encouraging any parties to pur-
chase a suitable Ferry to offer a
satisfactory grant and also = to aid
them in every ‘possible way.
Signed,— .

N. C. PEARSON,

W. F. H. MONTGOMERY,

ALBERT SCHURMAN,

WALTER LEARD,

HOWARD McFARLANE. ,

Mr. Pierson, in supporting these
joint representatipns, in a very prac-
tical and brief address pointed out
the serious losses sustained by the
farmers on the south and east of Be.
deque Bay through the want of the
fer1y service which they had emjoy-
ed for so many years. The excellent
steamer which for a number of years
past had carried on the much needed
gervice had been sold and, up to the
present, no other suitable boat was
in sight. It was pointed out that if
the Government would hold out a
substantial inducement by way of
subsidy or otherwise for ‘the service
1 suitable boat might be secured.
Owing to the want of tiansportation
guch as would be afforded by a Ssuit-
able ferry the farmers = were losing
two to five cents a bushel on their
produce. The section of country
gerved by this ferry was one of tho
most thriving and progresgive in the
province and it was felt that if the
present serious handicap weére remov-
sd and a suitable ferry boat placed
on the route it would be a great boon
not only to thespeople diractly con-
cerned, but to the whole province as
would encourage production and
thus add to the much needed supply
of foodstuffs,

Mr. W. F. H. Montgomery follow-
ed. He said the importance attached
to the mission of the delegation
might be inferred from the fact that
many of them had feft their teams
idle in order to present their case be-
fore the Government at this meeting.
The people of Bedeque had gone
heartily into the campaign for in-
creased food production, but they
were confronted with the question
of transportation. The scarcity of
vessels added greatly to the difficulty
of the present situation. 1If a ferry
boat which could be usedas atug as
well as for passengers and freight
could be procured iy would very ma-
terially improve the situation.
reognized that the Goveinment was
in no way to blame for the presant
situation; the ferry boat heretofoue
in the service had been dold and so
far no other suitable boat was in

He

-jmended the practical

BEDEQUE DELEGATION
WAITS ON GOVERNMENT

Government Assislance

Towards Improving Ferry Serviee.

to Express Opinion on
S’side to Port Borden

for Motor Traftic Which They Did Unmis-
takeably in the Affirmative.

ek ]

the Bedeque ferry had given the Gov-
ernment much concern and he assur-
ed the delegates that the members,
individually and colectively, were
desirous of meeting their reasopable
request. The Government would be
very glad to give the subject their
mqst careful consideration.. It was
not within  their power to make an
appropriation for the building or pur-
chasing of a steamer, but they would
very gladly provide a subsidy, which
would meet the reasonable demands
of a satisfactory service. He com-
: and business
like manner in which the delegates
had presented their case, a case, he
added, the importance of which the
Government fully recognized.

ANTI-AUTOMOBILE PETITION.

Mr. David Auld, Freetown, asked
and was granted permission to pre-
sent a petition from residents along
the road from Summerside to Port
Borden opposing the opening of that
road to automohiles,

Premier Mathieson asked the Be-
deque Ferry delegates who were still
present, to remain during the pre-
sentation of this petition ag the mem-
bers of the Government were de-
sirous of obtaiting all possible in-
formation as to the attitude of the
people of this section on the automo-
bile question. The manner in which
they had presented their own cace

was an assurance

that their viewe

on this question would bhe represen-
tative and practical.

One of the delegates stated
they purposed returning by the-after-
noon train, but would be wpleased to

that

remain ag long as train time wonld
permit. i i
Mr, Auld then presented his peti:
tion. He said he had been asked to
circulate a petition to ascertain the
will of the people on the question. A
petition had previously been circulat-
ed which it was alleged, was signed
by 82 per cent of the people asking
that the road be opened for automo-
bile traffic from Summerside to Port
Borden and Crapaud. He believed
that unfair representations had been
made by the canvassers to induce the
people to sign this petition,

The Premier: Can you give the
names of persons who made unfair
representatione ‘or of those to whom
such representations were made.
Mr. Auld said he could give the
names of persons who had complain-
ed to him.

Sir Charles Dalton: Did you take
the names of those who were in favor
of having the road opened?

Mf. Auld: Yes, in some sections,
but not along the whole road.

The Premier said he would like to
hear the opinions of the Bedeque del-
egates who were present.

Mr. Pierson said he had always
been neutral on the aumto question.
Until recently some of his neighbors
were strongly opposed to them and
as he had no personal interest one
way or the other he took no part in
any of the discussions, The ques-
tion of opening the road from Sum-
mereidé to Port Bordem, however,
was a matter in which  everybody
along the road was interested. He
believed it wotld not only be a great
convenience to the public to open the
road, but a eerious matter mnot to
open it. The opening of the road
would be practically equivalent to
having a railway station at' every
man’s door as he had no doubt that
motor trucks and motor vehicles of
every description would be put ' on
this road as soon as opened. There
were industries along the road. tHat
were suffering for such a service.
Ives’ Mill and the Reid Raynor Knitt-
ing mills might be cited as instances.
and there were others, present

and

ted.
been presented to
containing the nam
cent of the p
road be opened,

prospectiva, which would be benefit-’
He understood a petition had

the Government
es of over 80 per
asking that the
and he sincerely

sight. The prevailing opinton

was

that it assurance were given of a
substantial subsidly some ome might
be induced to risk purchasing a
suitable vessel and undertaking the
service, ;

Mr, Howard McFarlane who lived
tourteen miles from Summerside by
road and five by the ferry told of the
great inconvenitnce and loss incurr
ed in driving cattle around the road
to market instead of as formerly hav-
ing them carridd across by the
ferry, He added 'his request to that
of his fellow delegates that the
Government take such steps ag they
deemed best to ensuro the ratump-
tion' of the ferry service.

Mr. Albery Schurman followed,
emphasizihg the opinions expressed
by the other delegates
with th
drnment
this great handicap to the pros

he removed.
. in replying
, that

province m

tologition ea

in the at nmgo“
hope that the Gov- ‘benef
i find a way by 'h:lcth many del
y
of one of the, finest sections of the

to the
matter of

hoped the ment Wwould 'do it.
mm’ We. B B }l:on‘tt:mery m':
e next 8 {1 » had not expec
ed to be m hik ,:)plhlon on the
auto ' question, bup helng asked, he
conaidered it his duty and the duty
of m: eg%hox;‘d‘o‘l‘mtehyho were un-
expectedly u to present
the matter as cir.;:lly and ag im:

partially as possible, ' He had been
uthoritatively lnto'?med that on the
rst nine . of the. que road
only two ‘signed the petition
against opening the road. 1t was
true that in- gone’ people

who did not know the autos were
afraid of them' and thiought their
Worses would be also. Now, they dre
becoming acquainted with them, they
find that horses are not afraid and
they a h:;um;lu. t19 real the.

ns  from. o that "
jld _not"'refiresent  the in¥elligent
inion of

. and. on account
of these one. 6_! m most proggessive

(Continued on page th 2 Sali
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