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The Freight Rates Hearing
Sl

For the second time within a year we are to
have a visit from the Board of Transport Com-
missioners, who are scheduled to hold a one-
day sitting in Charlottetown today' to hear
arguments against the proposed 30 per cent in-
crease in railway freight rates. Briefs are to be
presented on behalf of; the Provincial Govern-
ment, Boards of Trade. and other. organizations
and it is to be hoped, as was the case when the
Rowell Commission sat here in 1938, that these
presentations will be properly co-ordinated, so
as not to overlap or—worse still—prove mutual-
ly contradictory. There are good reascts why
the Maritimes in general, and this Island Prov-
ince in particular, would be seriously handicap-
ped by the proposed freight rate increase, and
there should be no great ditficulty in making
out a convincing case in this connection.

In New Brunswick, the Commissioners were
told that the potato industry would be ruined
by the proposed increase. The same applies to
our Island ‘potato growers, but to a greater ex-
tent by reason of their increased transportation
costs for fertilizer and other requirements. In
Nova Scotia Premier Macdonald made strong
representations, as did also members of the
Maritime Federation of Agriculture.

It is ironical, as the Halifax Chronicle com-
ments, that the very railways which originally
werg built to provide communication between the
Maritime Provinces and Central Canada, have
turned jout a second handicap to Maritime
trade because of their heovy freights which it
is now proposed to increase to the point where
Maritime interests are jeopardized.

On their visit here last July, the Transport
Commissioners heard arguments for reduction
of truck rates on the Borden-Tormentine ferry,
and subsequently gave a ruling unsatisfactory to
this Province. As a matter of fact, they should
never have sat on that case at all, as they had
no jurisdiction. The fauit was not. theirs—it
was the Dominion Government which “passed
the buck” to the Commission, well knowing
that the issue concerned our rights as a Prov-
ince under the British North America Act. In
the present cdse there is no .such anomalous
situation, The Commissioners are sitting in
every Province, and the railways naturally are
fighting every inch of the way for the increased

. revenue which they maintain to be essential to
their future operations. The sitting here will be
brief, but it ought to prove a lively and fruitful

one. e HELIE e

It remains only to be said that Chief
Commissioner  J:—A. Cross, K.C., and  hisfel-
Jow Commissioners will be cordially  wel-

comed to Prince Edward Island on their own
behalf. After they have finishedetheir onerous
duties in connection with this inquiry, we hope
they can find time for a longer visit, when they
can rest and relax in the enjoyment of a real

vacation here, \

Aiding Quebec Producers

The following news item comes from Ot-
tawa. There is a good example here for our
own Department of Agriculture:

During the first threz months of 1947 the
Quebec Department of Agriculture, in co-opera-
tion with the Dominion Department of Agri-
culture, gave hog carcass demonstrations at 32
separate centres within the Province. : These
meetings created a greatr deal of interest
among the farmers and hog dealers, the total
attendance being 3,667, or an average of 115
at each maeting. Each centre was chosen be-
cause it was the best in hog producing of that
particular district, :

Specially prepared information  for each
district was given by the aid of charts. Lectures
on hog discases and remedies were delivered at
cach demonstration by veterinary officers of the
Quebec Department of Agriculture, with the
cctive co-operation of the District Agronomes,
and other officers of both Departments of
Agriculture. .

The purpose of these demonstrations was
to instruct farmers on hog breeding and stimu-
late hog breaders to improve their revenue and
increase their production of select grade hogs
for the next two years, so that regular ship-
ments of quality Wiltshire sides might be
achieved and Canada’s bacon exports maintain-
ed. The demonstrations are regarded as high-
ly successful.

A Last Resort

The committee set up by the King Gov-
ernment to re-arrange the Federal constituen-
cies has by a straight party majority decided to
resurrect the unsavoury practise of the gerry-
mander. Not only so, but the majority on the
Redistribution Committee of the House of Com-
mons has gone so far as to recommend to the
House the abolition, or mutilation, of the rid-
ings now occupied by the Leader of the Pro-

. gressive Conservative party and three other
key members of the Opposition group. It is pro-
posed to re-arrange the riding of South Van-
cauver, now represented by Howard Green, in
such @ manner as to compel that highly re-
spected Member of Parliament to shift to a
newly created constituency, in order to make
sure of his seat in the House. Another proposal

is to unite Hon. John Bracken's constituency of
Neepawa with the adjoining riding of Portege
la Prairie, which the Progressive Conservatives
carried in the recent by-eldction. The result will
be not only to establish a new constituency of
enormous area but also to eliminate either Mr.
Bracken or Mr. Miller from that section of the
political picture. Quite as odious a recommen-
dation would, if adopted, wipe out the constitu-
ency of Lake Centre, Saskatchewan, represented
by Johm Diefenbaker, the only Progressive Con-
servative member from that Province and one
of the best men in the House of Commons. Fin-
ally the Government-dominated Committee pro-
poses that the already widespread constituency
of Muskoka, which Hon. J. M. Macdonnell now
represents, be incorporated with an adjoining
riding so as to create a new electoral division
almost half as large in area as the Province of
Nova Scotia.

Free Dispensary

The annual meeting of the Charlottetown
Free Dispensary, which takes place in the City
Hall tonight, marks the thirty-seventh year in
which this worthy institution has been function
ing in the interests of the needy and under-
privileged. The ‘customary annual reports will
be submitted and there“will be an address by
Dr. Harold Shaw, Provincial pathologist, which
sheuld prove of special intcrest. The public is
cordially invited, and it is to be hoped that the
attendance will be adequate.

~ EDITORIAL NOTES =

The Transport Commissioners are quite at
home in Charlottetown, and seem to enjoy their

periodic visits.

* W W

Hope the proposed reduction in the new
Car 'erry freight rates is more reliable than the
suggested dates of its commencing service.

w * - *

Two full-time Income Tax assessors are
now doing duty here in the interests of the
farmers’ income tax. There is every reason
why their visits should be made as pleasant and
profitable as possible.

> * -

In Ottawa, the House of Commons is press-
ing the accelerator to enable members to get
away before the “dog days”. This period is
always looked upon by the Government with
favour, the members anxiety being the ad-
ministrations opportunity,

* * *

Rayon aplenty will soon be once more avail-
able. According to present export schedules,
France will export three million square yards
of rayon, valued at 3,000,520 pounds and 780,-
GO0 pounds worth of pure silk to Britain in 1947,
Two-thirds of the raw silk included in these fig-
ures will be re-exported to the Dominions. How-
ever, French rayon exported to Britain for re-
export purposes is not included.

ok
——An appeal is being made by Greece for.re-
lief from the piteous condition in whi she
finds herself through sticking by the Allies in
the war. Our advertising columns have been
carrying advertisements outlining the prevail-
ing state of affairs so everyone should be fam-
iliar with. them. Lieut.-Governor Bernard s
chairman of the local committee, with Mr. W. R,
Cruikshank, manager of the Royul‘ Bank, City,

Secretary-Treasurer, to whom all cheques and
remittances should be forwarded.
- * * *
Alexander Pope, English poet, died this

date 1744; his essay on ‘'Criticism” written at
the age of twenty-three, in spite of a want of
clearness in some of its theories, is a marvel
of epigrammatic brilliance, und remains the best
English statement of the doctrines of classic-
ismi:

Avoid extremes; and shun the fault of such,

Who still are pleased too little or too much,

At every trifle scorn to take offence;

That always shows great pride, or little sense.

" * * *

Attention is drawn to the large advertise-
ments of Smallmon’s Ltd., Summerside, success-
ors to Sinclair & Stewart, in this issue. Mr. W.
E. Smallman, president of the Company, is a
most enterprising and aggressive business exe-
cutive, and has surrounded himself with a body
of livewire business associares who are determ-
ined to make Summerside "'the business Centre
of the Island,” and, mayhap, of the Maritimes.
The ftirm has acquired large additional proper-
ties in Summerside, making the business a thor-
oughly up-to-date departmental store with all
the accessories. A feature of the new busi-
ness for out-of-town visitors is a lunch counter
where he who wants to may eat on the prem-
isés,

*

A thinly veiled suggestion that the Liberal
Government was embarking upon a frenzied
public works program in an effort to influence
the Halifax by-election, says an Ottawa corre-
spondent, was advanced in the House of Com-
mons by Mr. A, L. Smith, Calgary West Pro-
gressive Conservative, He referred to a report
that the long-awaited Dartmouth-Halifax bridge
was to be built and to the announcement of
Agriculture Minister James Gardiner that the
Government was prepared to assist in the re-
clemation of the Maritime marshlands under a
scheme familior to the Prairie Farm Rehabilita-
tion Act. The Calgary Opposition member des-
cribed the matter as one "‘which, of course, is
not political.” He had heard of the reported
decision on the bridge construction via the ra-
dio and had learned of the marshland project
when Mr. Gardiner announced it. “May I say
that anything | say at the moment about the

Wiow e

Maritimes, | want to preface with the stata-
ment usually found in books that any refer-
ence to any person living or dead is purely
coincidental,” he said with irony.

f i\

Notes By the Way

At least we should be ablz to
build up a peace without the help
of those who are forever shouting
that without their help we couldn’t
have won the
Spectator,

No fewer than 425 British war-
ships have been given, lent, sold or
otherwise transferred to other na-
vies, says The Ottawa Citizen, Of
these, only 25 have been acquired
by the Dominions, the remaining
400 going to Belgium, China, Den-
mark, Eire, France, Greece, Ind,
Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Por~-
tugal, Siam, Turkey and Yugo-
slavia and Russia which got a bat-
tleship, nine destroyers and four
submarines.

.

In the restaurant of the “En-
terprise Scotland, 1947” Exhibition,
whxh will be held at the Royal
Scottish Museum jn Edinburgh
this August, visitors will see a
novel chandelier. The skeleton of
a whale hangs from the ceiling
of the big hall which is being
turned into a restaurant, and the
task of dismantling it would have
been considerable. The architects
have therefore decided to make
use of the whale and wire it for
lighting. —UK Information Office.

The conditions of the past are
not the conditions of today, as wit-
ness the U. 8. immigration quotas.
And talk about “absorptive capac-
ity” in the present conditions is
not helpful. Much can be gaid a-
bout jt. At the mocment the - one
certain thing is that however ac-
tive and purposeful the Govern-
ment may be, there is no chance
whatsoever of obtaining so large
a number of immigrants this, year
as to exceed Canada's absorptive
capacity. The present need is for
the Government to get on with
the job and bring in the immi-
grants. — Winnipeg Free Press,

In the dim myth of historical
background there is some excuse
for the mispelling of the name
place St. Catharines. However, the
official and legal records end all
dispute, In 1849 our burg became
a' village; on May 1, 1876, there
was a great public holiday for
civichood. In the records the name
of this city has been indelibly en-
graved: St. Catharines. We would
very much like to see the spelling
respected elsewhere in Canada,
realizing at the same time that
there # no power on earth to
stop the sport dawdlers from call-
ing’ us “St. Kitts."—St. Catharines
Standard.

Being a bachelor may have its
compensations, but not from a

health angle, says The Kitchener
Record. Those who strive to “live
alone and like it” are reminded by
health authorities that, even more
than family folk, they must watch
their living schedules, if they
would preserve their health. It is
such a temptation for the bache-
lor or bachelor-girl to make do
with a snack. Moreover, many ln-
ing—alone, particularly — menfolk,
are inclined to be careless * with
cleaning up their living quarters.
Strict self-discipline is advised, not
only with respect to cleanliness
of rooms and apartments, but with
meal schedules and other aspects
of 1iving.

A dispatch from London notes
that in 1942 Britons married young-
er than in any year this century,
says The Torcnto Star. Most popu-
lar age was 21, but 88 men over
80 also wed. One girl became a
mother at 12, three at 13, and 39 at
14, There were 39 births to mothers
aged 50 or over. In Canada the
same year (with one-quarter to
one-third the number of people
who were in Britain) the favorite
ages for grooms were 24, 23, 22, 25,
with 21 in fifth place. Forty-seven
men of 80 or over wed, one taking
a 23-year-old, another a 24-year-
old bride. Fifty women i the 75-
and-over bracket were married, cne
of them to a man of 31. Three girls
became mothers at 12, 17 at 13, 10
at 14. There were 21 births to
mothers aged 50 and over.

Some day in the not too distant
future, after you have returned
home from a dinner or theatre par-
ty, your lady friend might take off
that beautifu] orchid and offer you
a bite. Should this happen to you,
den't show your ignorance and
be too surprised, advises The Inter-
national Digest, because a group of
hotanicts of the New York Botani=
cal Gardens recently returned from
East Africa with a collection of
over 10,000 strange plants, one of
which was the edible orchid. In-
stead of growing on trees like the
decorative species, it flourishes on
the ground like any ordinary plant.
The natives in East Africa dig them
up, ceason, hake and eat them as
a special delicacy. Now being cul-
tivated in the greenhouses of the
New York Botanical Gardens, they
may soon be avatlable to the pub-
e.

Autograph letters of George
Stephenson about the building of
the Liverpoo] and Manchester and
the Warrington Railway are to be
sold. They are full of details about
the design and construction of
wheels, boilers, gauges and engines
which will fascinale rarway exe
perts. One of the engines he dise
cusses is called Lancashire Witch,
He remarks in ancther letter that
“we are getting on very well with
the tunnel underneath Liverpool.”
Another series of letters is from
Tom Paine and discusses Europ-
ean and American politics, Des-
eribing William Pitt as “a very
ignorant man on everything of for-
elgn politics” who tries to black-
guard his way along, he remarks
that the game was tried on Am=

erfca but that # was soon stop-
ped when the Americans replied,
“The Congress of America returns
no answer to insolent letters.”

war, — Hamilton |

Mr. Bevin On
The Peace Treaty
With. Germany

(United Kingdom Inflormation)

nr

Mr. Bevin said that there ®ad|
often been attempts to say the|
Western Powers wanted to federal-
ize Germany for all sorts of vile
reasons. It did not help discussiony
in dealing in this way with foreign
affairs, Therefore he was anxiouy
that this tendency to make a firsty
class quarrel by using such termg
as federalism and centralisation at
though they were polints of conflic
should e stopped, for it was
purely practical problem in whic
the Allies must arrive at a co
clusion to preserve the political anfl
economic unity of Germany on eg-
sential matters, but which did nqt
overcentralise so that it could ngt
again endanger the world's securin
“We ‘therefore approached the
question by the methed that e
should specify the matters which
should be embodied in the powers
of the centra] government, and ;.?:e
residual powers not specified should
be left to the Laender. I feel ¢s a
result or the discussions that if we
can get a further objective constite
utional approach, much work may be
done between now and November
and this difference of approach re-
conciled.” .

Mr. Bevin said the United King-
dom Government strongly objected
to the desire that the police should
be a national institution, although
certain circumstances might arise
in which there should be some
authority in the centre in connection
with the police as in Britain
through the Home Office, but the
main objective to be reached was
preventing the development in Ger-
many of a police state, which is the
antithesis of democracy. “It does
not matter how many electlons vou
have, if you have secret police oper-
ated by a single minister who can
inculcate fear into the people. I
made it clear this must not be
created again. *

Mr, Bevin  continued that the
Soviet Delegation took the line that
they should follow the pattern for
the constitution of Germany of the
Welmar Republic. But he said that
he had to remind them t‘hat the
President of the Welmar Republic
had the power to suspend the whole
constitution, and it was agreed un-
animously such power should not
go into the new constitution. Re-
ferring to the question of elections
Mr. Bevin sald nearly all the
countries in Europe favoured pro-
portional representation, which he
never liked, but he thought that
the Germans were entitled to wark
that matter out and not to impose
one system or the other. They had
to be careful not to create a system
‘vhich led to a one-party system or
control.

Continuing, Mr. Bevin said, “a
matter I regard with deep concern
was the failure to reach agreement
on a Four Power Treaty. At the
end of the 1914-18 war the U. S. A,
withdrew from Europe; and in
Paris when Mr. Byrnes revealed the
willimgness—-of the-U- 8. A for 25
vears and later for 40 or 50 years
to enter into an agreement with the
rest of us for the demilitarisation
and disarmament of Germany, I
began to get visions of peace for
centuries in Burope.. To us, tol
France and all the Western power.
this was a vital and important de.
cision,

Adult Education’

In Canada
(Royal Bank Monthly Letter)
Ix

Adult educelicey has its place in
community projects, and should be
one of the main features provided
for in. every community centre,
There is a wealth of topics to be
discussed, covering every possible
interest in life. Donald Cameron
Director of the Department of Ex-
tension, the University of Alberta
suggests thesc: citizenship, inter
nationa) affairs, science, health, psy-
chology, home beautification, crafts,
town planning, libraries, and many
others, When Kitchener and
Waterloo launched am experiment
in adult education, a ‘“People’s
College” sponsored by the Y.M.C.A.
and by Waterloo College, they
were swamped with applications for
participation, and membership had
to be limited in many classes.

Mr., Cameron is strongly of the
opinion that wherever it is practical
to do so the community centre
should be developed as an integral
part of the school plant. *“This,”
he says, “is particularly true of
rural and village or small town
high schools.” The national con=
ference on Muilding community
programmes had a commission un-
der- chairmarnchip of Alex Sim,
which recommended: “That this
conference request the C. N. E, A,
to urge through provincial depart-
ments of education that school
buildings and facilitles be made
available for community programmes
and that plans for new school
buildings provide adequate accom-
modaticn for varied programmes
including those at the aduit level.”
In “Food for Ttiought” in February
theére I8 an item headed ‘‘One More
Lighted School.”” It tells how a
Home and School Association has
organized a series ¢f night courses
conducted in a high school.

In addition to forums, conferences,
courses and 18dio there are books.
The n who does not read can-
not keep mentally alive. People who
write books have, for the most part,
had pecwliar opportunities for ac-
quiring the krowlesge. Thelr werk
is not to be disregarded: indeed,
the great men of our past did not
overlook what had been discovered
and printed before their time, New-
ton, Darwin, Einstein, Dante, Mil-
tonr and Bach all received gladly
what their predecessors had to of-
fer them. They may not have agreed
with the author in every case, but
his finishing place gave them a
starting place.

(To Be Concluded)

WEEP NOT TODAY

Weep not today, why should this
sadness be?

Learn in present fears

To o'enmaster-those tears

That unhindered conquer thee.

Think on thy past valour, thy fut-
ure praise;

Up, sad heart, nor faint

In ungracious complaint

Or a prayer for better days,

Unfortunately the Soviet Delega
ion was not willing to accept th
American proposal unless therq!
were added to it a number o
matters, not directly related, upo
which we had been unabkle to agre
at the Conference itself. The U. §.
A. Delegation merely felt that thp
inclusion of these matters woul
make it impossible to reach agreg-
ment on any treaty at all. T hopp
and trust that cm ceflection all
us will be able to strive to creat|
an atmosphere so that a beginnin
could be made with a treaty of
this character. If we do not gras
it now, the chapce may never come
again” Fortunately Secretary of State
Marshall made it clear that the
offer was not withdrawn.”

Turning to the Ruhr, Mr. Bevin
said the claim had been put for-
ward that the Ruhr chould be put
under Four Power control, but he
regarded this as untenable so long
as there was no genuine economic
unity in Germany. Britain could
not accept the view that the Ruhr
should %e singled out for cemtral
control. M:. Bevin said “it would
be wrong for us to agree to put the
Rubir under this control at a time
when other parts are {rea‘ed as @
closed preserve.”

“We are unfortunately unable to
agree on another very Important
matter. The principle point of dis«
agreement was the question of the
method of  participation of the
Allied States in the preparation
of the Peacs Treaty.” He said there
was a strong feeling among the
countries wtio had poured out troops
and money in the great struggle to
ltake part im weshaping the world.
He had been anxious to secure the
most liberal rights of participation,
and he attached great imvoriance
to the Dominion Governments ob-
taining the right to the recognition

|

of their contribution to victery.
On territorial claims against

Germany, Mr. Bevin said that un-
fortunately the Soviet Delegation
claimed that the new Polish-Ger-
man frontier had been set up a
Potsdam and should therefore be
excluded from examination. “We
were asked to accept a provisional
frontier as final, though it was
agreed at Yalta and confirmed at
Potsdam that the final delimitation
of the western frontier of Poland
should await the final Peace Treaty.
If this operated the other way and
we mede claims, it would rot have
been tclerated by our friends for
a moment.” M: Bevin continued
that Britain had an open mind on
the matter, but she accepted the
view that Poland must be ¢ume

Daily thy life shortens, thy grave's
dark peace (

Draweth surely nigh,

‘When good-night is good-bye,

For the sleeping shal]l not cease.

Pight, to be found fighting; not far
away
Deem not strange thy doom;
Like this sorrow, ’tiwill come.
And the day\will be today.
—Robert Bridges,

/

$ Oid Cllarlo(telown
(And P.E.L)

.

OLD MARKET HOUSE

Like the present Post Office build-
ing, the Market House erected in
1828 in the centre of Great Geoige
Street was divided into sections,
greatly to the Inconvenience of the
citizens, The building was a regular
polygon of twenty sides, surround-
cd by a colonnade making thé fab-
ric over eighty feet in diameter,
Frem the outer edge of the colon-
nade stromg round pillars stood
oprosite eacn angle as support for
the roof which rose to a central
point, crnamented with a coupola
several feet in height. It had four
double doors and was lighted by
sixteen windows.

At the opening of the Market
during October,. premiums--for the
first time .in Island hifory—were
given by the Government for the
best carcass of ox and cow beef,
pork and mutton, also for the best
sample of wheat, barley, oats, peas
and “eans. This was the origin of
the premiums given later through
the medium of the Agricultural and
other societies, and from this date
annual exhibits of various farm
stock were. held on Queen Square.
From this time forward the market
was 'well and abundantly. supplied
with all kinds of meats, butter, cggs,
poultry, vegetables and even fruils
in their season. Fish, hay and fire-
wood were likewise plentifully
supplied, the latter being the chief
fuel of the lecwn, for at ‘this date
coal was used but sparingly.

lions, but there were a large num-
ber of Poles abroad, and if they
returncd and were given land in
the manner promised at Potsdsm
it might create a different situation,

Britain supported the Freich
claim to the S8aar of the 1919 peace

potsated for what was taken awny
by Russia in the East. Her populate
fon had dropped from 35 to 22 mils/

settlement, and there wers claims)
from other couniries. I
(To Be Concluded)

Radio In Canada

(By G. V. Foarguson, Editor of
Montreal Star)

If the radio committee of the
House of Commons s to be asked
to take such steps, or institu.»
such changes, as are likely to weak-
en the CBC position, its prestige
and its revenues, it is imporiast
to inquire what is to take its place.
The main thesis of the critics of
the CBC is that private enterprise
is being hampered and crippled,
that a dangercus public monopcly
in the field of communications
has ‘been set up; that this monop-
oly' endangers and threatens free-
dom in Canada.

It is true that the OBC enjoys 2
legally privileged position, inclua-
ing some monopoly privileges. [ii's
was a considered risk undertakena
first by a Conservative Govern-
ment, that of Mr. Bennett, and
later by a Liberal Government,
that of Mr. King, But it would be
difficult to producd proof that -.ri-
vate radio has suffsred unduly in
the process. The position of ori-
vate radio stations which, undev
the Aird Report were to be taken
over and under the Bennett plan
were to be kept in strict subordina-
tion, has grown steadily stronger,

There is of course no doubt that,
if the CBC were done away with,
or crippled private radio would be-
come stronger still and would
make a good deal more money.
But it remains an open question
whether it would, or could, under-
take many of the functions now
performed by the CBC,--functions
which do not bring in profit but
which cost s0 much that the CBC
itself has been forced imto the
commercial field in order to creats
adequate revenues for itself.

It is a notorious fact that
private radio, by its very nature,
must concentrate upon the denso
listening audiences of urban areas
with their large potential purchas-
ing power to attract the advertis-
ers who sponsor programs. Bu!
Canada has very large areas of
thin rural population. This is e:
audience, relatkvely worthless to
commercia] radio, which is impor~
tant to Canada, and much of tne
energy and funds of the CBC are
spent trying to provide for-: its
needs.

It is a fact also that, m ou-
complex, technical, internatiora:
world, a democracy must main-
tain a ceaseless eifort to educate
Itself. Radio discussion, explana-
ttons and interpretations of policy,
are important instruments to th's
end. Here too the CBC has under-
taken many programs, worthless
commercially agnd not necessarily
with large stening audiencas,
There is of course obvious weah=
ness in a public monopoly enter-
ing this field, for it increases ths
temptation of a government to
turn education into propaganda
for narrow party ends. But the
CBC has on the whole made a
brave attempt to cope with these
difficulties and these problems.

It is important to ask, if the
CBC's revenues are to be restrict-
ed, whether there will be any al-
ternative available prepared or
able to spend large sums of money
—without profit—to maintain thes:
national-objectives, Canada's geog-
raphical position makes this ques-
tion one of special importauce.
We-are, as a nation, drenched by
the presentation of news and com-
ment and public discussion from
across the line.

A high natlonal purpose can beo
served by presenting definitely Ca-
nadian points of view. Can pri.
vate radio undertake these tasks,
or even a part of them? Even were
it able to do this financially, will
{t be prepared to sacrifice substane
tial potential profits to maintam
a sustaining service for listeners of
anything like the calibre of ‘ne
service currently provided by the
CBC?

A study of the records of past
radio committees of the House ot
Comons does not offer any very
great assurance that this wodld
be so. Each year, private radio
interests appear before the com-
mittee and present their case. Ia
1046 their spokesmen were specif-
ically asked what, public serv.ce
was being performed by thels
clients. Behind the,question lay ths
tdea that a radio licence is not
held as of the pure rvight of pr.-
vate property. It it held as of grace,
and depends for renewal upon the
performance of service to the com-
munity and the nation. The re-
ples as given were not impres-
sive,

One station reported that it re-
corded interviews with local Brit-
ish war brides and sent the re-
cordings, without charge, to the
brides’ parents in Britain. Another
reported a contribution of $500 foz
local music scholarships but these
turned out to be the main pcre=-
gram cost of a series of 30 broac'-
casts by local music pupils. Several
stations were proud that, when
community breakdowns occurrad,
they had broadcast emergency an-
nouncements to the people of iheir’
community—without charge. Other
stations had put on local man-in-
the-street interviews. Many con
ered they had done well by pute
ting their facilities at the disposi-
tion of War Loan committees.

‘When the whole presentatiyn was
studied it was apparent that, af-
ter the subtraction of programs
that were obviously good businese
promotion or forms of community
co-operation which simply had to
be undertaken to avoid incurring
ill-wil, there was not much tln»t
could be considered either vitai or

important to the communities ey
served.
To this there was, and ls, »ae

outstanding exception--the seirvice
rendered by private radio stations
to individual members of Patlia«
ment, under the title “Report fron:
Parliament HHL” Every meme:
gets a turn ot making a speech to
his electors. It is recorded in Ot-
tawa, sent to the local halliwiclk
and put on the air there, It is a
good and imaginative piece of pub-
lic service. !

It has also one obvious advan-

tage from the point of view , of
the private radio lobby, for it
makes the members most friend-

PUBLIC FORyM

This column g Open'
the discussion py N;r_ru,
spondents of Questiony 2
Interest. The Cluu-lnmm.n‘
Guardian does not necessar.
lly endorse the opiniop i
correspondenta. o
A N e
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A “DEFY” TO THE TRan:
COMMISSIO:A‘\SPG‘

Sir, — There is but o
with which to meet the
Commission, Let it bn'alrf."s?’“
“defy” drom Prince Em{?’“
land. Tell them that i¢ they ¢
to allow the Railways to ralge &:
already excessive freight rates
as much as 1 per cent, they g
be slinging a bocemerang that y
hit back and injure the Raqu
many times more than the p
do harm to this lndept’ndentyua
Island.

Remind them that this i gy i
land in the Ocean ang that, j
as in pre-Confederation dayg w“l
our grandparents, without 4
of railway, made progress grey
than thet of any other Britig
ony, so we can do again and wiy
out their help.

There is no right of ma; oy
surface of water, and ship
carry our goods and our prog
to China and ‘India for less
the railway chazges to take theg
to Halifax. By the same
we can import our l‘oqum:‘lm
from all over the world.

We will do witheout the Rall
to earry our grain and the sy
ships that bring it in from pg
Arthur will, as return cargo, loy
to the top decks with our potatoy
at rates to Montreal, Toronts and
Fort William less than half +
rail rate to Montreal
The time comes when even
worm will turn and, after sevenyy

e spiy

four years of repression, we
prepared today to take over f
whole question of transportatior,

If the Railways want our irad
—and it is going to grow by leay
and bounds — let them, instead ¢
adding to their already prohibiti
freight ~ates, give careful though
to putting their own house in g

der. Excessive wages, out-of-da

methods, monopalistic policies, b

long to the past, For example,

mono-rail would cut their runniy
costs very greatly and add phengd
menally to their speed.

Let the Commission te!l the Ra

ways that the time has come i
introspectlon and that the day §
over when they can look to th

producers and ' consumess of Ca
ada to help them out of their d
ficulties.

I em, Sir, elc,
HK HEMMING

RE “WEEK AT $D.U
COLUMNIST

Sir,—Recently I have had mal
inquiries directed at me as
the identity of your “Week at
D. U columnist. Apparently t
column was well received by yo
readers, so I feel it would not b&
amiss to reveal the identity of u;ﬂ
writer so that he may get I
credit for a job well done.

- Heis—a-veteran—of World Wi

II, He interrupted his studies &
the Spring of 1042, having come
pleted Grade XII, to join the Aw
my. He served in the North Wes
Territories for a year, and with
the Canadian Army Oversess fat
over two years., He was dischi
in the summer of 1946. In the
of 1945 he enrolled at S. D. U.
a Freshman, stepping into
completing Sophomore year thif
term. Next year he intends to
ter the Carleton College School
Journalism “for the third year
a four year course. His name—Ed]
est Hemphill, his hc-me-—'I‘ixnbhq
P. EL )
But I feel that, in fairness
this very exceptional student, molé
should be said than those (W
words. He has been given to toss
ing around bouquets with “recie
les abandon” throughout the yeak
His generosity #n this respect ‘had
been ' appreciated by many. Bu
although he gave much credit W
others for the large amount of of¢
ganizational work done during thy
year, he took none himself, 81
there was probably no one moM
deserving of plaudits. He{sacrrﬁt‘;
ed a great deal of time doing wor
to benefit the social condition
the students. He has made
uable contribution to “Red ‘
White", being one of the few st
dents to receive its literary aw “
in two- years. Coupled with th
he was awarded the prize for the
student who best combined acas
demic work and athletics, as %e
as two other prizes for lea
the fleld in du'flel'el’ltt ;W’n :
study. He participate o
phns}; of student activity, drnmaz{"
included. He was a member of 147
St. Dunstan's troupe that P“lm
a concert for fhe patients at
Sanitorium , during the veal “‘,
again neglected to name Timé
with the others in his columf

That is the fellow who Wn
your column for the year. I “1
untair that he should leave W
out anyone recognizing his
chievements, For this reason 5
asking for space in your f’“"n
column for this short 'a"“gm
to a very fine fellow, Erni¢
hill,

1 am, 8ir, etc, |

JLE G

Charlottetown, May 29, 1047
Yoo st i b - .
1y to private radio which £
them this service. The CRC :S!or !
ing national and regional n° ‘
can provide tige only for poy
broadcasts by party loadcrs:u
element of personal good “l'm“
gendered by “Report from i
ment Hill” is missing. It 1§ Rhﬂ!’f
feature’ which has grea"iyl(\h‘y
to give the private radio 'hvm .
favorable atmosphere ip Wi
e. !
op;:::dly speaking, Imwc'\‘ft“g
clear that, if the CBC'S b{l.'
and revenues are reduced, e
. # ve important gaps in ehcdvm
schedule of national hrﬂli,,

‘Continued on Paee ¥
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