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In the coutse of flls s}e:ch on. the Pndge: the Hon
"A. E. Arsenault drew a eomparlson between the Gov-
mment.and the> Opposmon n the .observance -of the
Prohibition Act. He showed lbat theé members of the

Government did not parade before the country as be- Ftc

longing to the “holxer than thou” category. - Neither
did thiey allow their offices #n be uised for the distribu-
tioni of liquor on nominatien day, nor wink at' 87 cases
of ‘whisky, built up to represent hay, as Mayor Saun-
ders testified being imported into “their constituencies.
The’ Government believs In acts not words. Prohibition
is the law of the Province and the Government enfor-
ces it without fear or favour. Tt gives'no counte-
nance to so called “Apostles of Temperance” who
thunder and ‘rave on the hustings and on Temperance
platforins and at 'the same time shut their eyes’on ng-
mination day to the very practrces they hoped to de-
nounce.

The Pntrlot tries to make capital out of tlns in its
usual’ Bureau-of-Garbling-and-Misrepresentation me-
thod.  Lest some of aur readers may have over.look-
ed the passage.the Patriot refers to, we have pleasure
in reprinting it.  Mr. Arsenault said :

“Now my ‘opinion on the Temperance Questron is
this, that all right thinking people are about sick of
hearing so much about it. = We had.an hour. of it the
other ‘night—one solid hour—from the. Leader oi - the |
Opposition.. - My friend the Leader of the Opposi-
tion is'not only a financial critic; he is also the apostle
of temperance in this province. He is Simon Pure and

He also has an adviser in this matter his Fidus Achates.
My friend knows'what that is, because he has read ithe
classics.  \We 'see hint travellthg i with him.! 7 He: is
his travelling companion' between ‘here and Stummer:
side.  He: never leaves'the city but that man escorts
him to the train, his faithful adviser on’ matters of tem-
perance.  He frequently follows him right through to |
Summerside and accompanies him back. We all know
who he is.  He is the man who has been the soul and
body of the Termperance Alliance in this province for
the last threc years.

“Naw, I have respect for a man with temperancel
sentiments, who believes that liquor is harmful, who

believes that it should be banished from the communi-|

ty, who believes that it should not be used i inany shape!
or form. ~ If that man is sincere he has my admiration,
my respeet. But I'hate'a hypocrite ;'a man who holds
up his hands and says ‘Lord; I thank Thee that I.am
not as publicans and sinners.’ Men of that stamp 1
have no use for. ' And the man who is the advocate
of the political section of this. provmce—-—because there
is a polmcal section, although it is‘a very. small one.
conmtmg of two or three men—I say that man' who
is the advocate of that. section” he has put himself on
a par with his employee That map: stands toxday as
a self-confessed’ corrupter of the clectorate - Fsay itf
advisedly. . Why should ywe havea man come forward
and tell us that'we are the friends of mtemperame

when he himself confesses that he has been apama'pr 3

criminis?’ 5 ‘

me?
The PREMIER: It /fooks like it, (Laugllter)
Hon, Mr. ARSENAULT qus the cap,ﬁt the hon
gentleman? | i AR
Mr/BELL; If_ the hon. gemlem:m refers th i I
would ask him to wrt,hdtaw s werds.” "He' ‘lSl not
justified in saying anything of the kind; .
" Hon. Mr. ARSENAULT :Does the hon member
thmk the words apply to him? gt
Mr: BEI!(L"NO I'don’t.

Hon, Mr AﬁS]:NAULT So faras 1 ; am concern-
ed I have had my last say in’ this: matter.. Thg va-
ernment does riot pbse beforc the countr& ns apostlee
of temperance. ~ They say that there is a law on the
statute book and, so far as they are concerned the law
will l)e :rdrmmstercd wrthouft fear‘or f - -

e gL

'récommends that a serious effort be made to reduce the {3
inumber-of these small schools.
wears the robe of innocence in mattérs of temperance. |

dance, supple- ok |
s and’ expendn- .

orm the story of the declfne an
blic ‘schools.  From 1885 to 1898 the enrolment
fluctuated from a minimum of 21,845 to'a maximum
22,852 while the supplements’ voted by. n.efpeople fell i
gradually from $12,227 to |
- Jexpenditure ‘for these year n&#

to $120.817." .. From 1808 llie lnte gnvernment went :
out of power in 1912 thére wa ;

i

plements voted from %A}S‘to 325 8! L shoWin the
increasing efforts put. forth: by’ the: people to save the £
dying ‘schoolss a degeohe vernment expcndrture ;
fluctuatmg -ffom $139,817 t /1904,.then ‘a
spasmiodie flictuction upward to $;z7 54& in rgxp and [

:g.fallto$ ,438“119!1. b 1 40 ‘ rized Scrim wi A own :
Since ;1912 the first year under the present gov- ,' c %eryard. G 1&: i 1
! ' to 40c.
lernment the enrolment increased steadily from 17,078 (@ .. Bungalow Nets in Whi nﬂ Ecru
to 18,402.in:1075 ; the - supplements | voted increased g 4 Ecru’ and Ivory Scrim Cuf“““ ‘with Lm med

from $25,811 to-$27,811 while the govérnment expen-;
drture increased from $126,438 in 1911 to $x68,3!2 in
19! 5. “This record speaks for itsélf and is'a \predic-
tion-of even better conditions’in ‘the years to come un-
der the encouragement and assistance given by the pre-
sent government to the cause of education..

. In'the matter of school building improvements the
people of Summerside are especially complimented hy
the Acting Supermtendent Mr, H. H.' Shaw, on the
remodellifig*and enlargmg of _ Central "Schoal ; " the
eople of West Royalty on the. ﬁne modern new build-
ing erected; a building which, :with its grounds, is re- |
férred- to s “an’excellént’ type of a -one_department |
school”’ New, school buildings‘were also erected 4t Ca- f;
navoy, St Andrews; Cardigan North, - Bradalbane,
Brookfield and Bideford. :
The Superititendent cxpresses regret at uthe niim-
 ber of small schools throughout the province. “In
1911, *'says the report, “there were 182 schools:with
an average daily attendance of léss than' 15 and.in 1915
there was still- 143 schools with this smaal attendance |5
‘While it is encouraging 'to: see this. reduction in their
‘number there dre still’ too’many small schools.” ' He
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gspeakmg lnttle fault is found either: with the parents
:téachers or pupnls, while in’ ghe great majority ‘of cases
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average attendancelz\n increase of 524. " At the annual |3 Gunner J.. Bowdgn, Charlottetown. = :(seriously ill). y teed mot to damag eddmg—-a ‘most ! nnpomm" L
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mount yoted for teachers supplements; an increase of
$I895 i contmgent expences:and anincrease of $24,-
600 for: improvement’ of school buildings. “These
[votes,” says the Superintendent’s report,’ ‘‘afford’ the [
tbest -index: of the ‘public interest in the . work of the
'schools, and show ‘that“the effort put forth wrthm the
last few years to’ increase:the /teacher’s salaries has
been well maintained and that the’ ‘encrgy ‘of the dis- B
trict is now more particularly devoted to the'i nnprove-

ment.of the school property. 1
The reports of the' different Inspecton ate: opti-
mistic and tell of -almost invariable vrogress in the'difs |
ferent schools.  There are a iew: sclxuols in which}
neglect on the part of pqrente is evident bit, «rcnerall) ‘
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ali dre: comphmented on the-increasing. mterest taken.
and the -progress’ made ‘in the schools,” * '\ i

Reports arg also given/of the School Supply Br-mch;
the' Teacher’s Association, the Summer  School ' of [¥
(Science, the: Manual Training School, Summersldc and
Charlottetown School Boards, Prince of Wales College: |
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THE BRAND OF THE BUREAU

llon J. A MacDonald in a letter in: ycsterday st
Guardian isstied a challenge to Mr J. L ]nlmston
thn the Governmcnt lm(l bare . the ‘gross misrepre-
sent;mon‘oi the OpPos:tlon on the ‘oats’ question and |
left thern jn the pitiable” ‘position of siot hayjng even
f, shadow of excuse for their scandalous conduct, mem- | &'
ber after meniber of ithe Oppositipn : rose from their |F
seats and protested that they” had*never! used the oats|; Ja
scandal: to: ihrtheraqhe:r election. Among: the num-
Johnston, Mr, MacDonidtd in refer-
ence to. Mr., Jolhston: disclaimer sdid “that he could
be guilty, ofs stich uniblushirig. and dcllbcrate falsehood,
as this is almost incredible.” °

Has Mr. Johnston rcpudmted the charge? b Ie lms
not nor. has'he even. rcsented ‘the reflection on his ho-
noyr and integrity. ., He luis merely. satisfied lnmself‘
enstlc letter to the Patriot quo:
megen in another:con-.
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