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From oné end to the other of. Flrsl;‘v
ayenue there were many young women
who had some claims to attractiveness. '
But there was none like Miss Sallie’
Smith. She was the belle among belles,

in deep thought. 3
“Well, I don't care” she said to.
herself, “Billy certainly can’t think as
much of me as Jenks, for if he does'
why doesn’t he show it?”
OQutward demonstration and mate,

vrial evidence count for everything in

this world. And the situation that |
perplexed Miss Sallie Smith was a pe-
culiar one. She bad two admirers who'
were strenuous ones. The name-.of
"ohe of these young men was Jilllam
Burke, The name of the other was !
Jenkingon, It was a toss up between |
the two. But the trouble was that
while William Burke was the neater
.dresser and possessed a more attractive
bearing, yet Mr. Jenkingson was a man.
who wooed Miss Smith in the approved
manner, by lavishing upon her a con-
giderable amount'of coin. Miss Sallie
Smith did not care so much about the
amount of coin lavished upon her, but
it was the only way in which—as
things go in First avenue—the only
way by which she could measure the
quality and quantity of a man’s dtten-
tions. Burke couldn’t be stingy, she
felt, but he did not come to time, as
one might say. Jenkinson, on the other
hand, poured his wealth at her feet.

Now, Miss Smith was such a good

manager that up to date Mr. Burke and
Mr. Jenkinson had never met. But
both gentlemen were becoming so in-
sistent that she determined finally that
she would make a choice. She was
really fortunate, for there are few
girls who have two proposers hanging
around -every’ day in/ the week. She
would give each man a fair chance,
judge of the devotion of each by the
 best standards, and then she would de-
cide once and for all.

Mr. Jenkinson was a trolley car con-
ductor, Mr. Jenkinson held before his
mental vision this motto: “The gheat-
est good to-the greatest number. The
greatest number—No. 1.” And, being a
trolley car conductor, it was up to him
to put this motto into everyday prac-
tice. He had made up his mind that
Miss Sallie Smith was the only girl in
the universe, and it was his-purpose to
make her think more than ever that he
was the only man. Fortunately, the
season favored him. It was the holi-
day time apd the cars were crowded—
overcrowded. .

Mr. ‘Jenkinson laid out a little pro-
gramme to commence a few.days be-
fore Christmas and to finish up with

|

acters on the programme were himgelf
and Miss Sallie Smith—a night or two
at the theateér, a dinner-and an east
side diamohd ring to wind up with on
the day of all days, expensive luxu-
ries for a man with his salary, but Mr.
Jenkinson had .a way to fix all that.
The holiday "crowds helped him out.
Mp. Jenkinson propounded to himself
a problem in mental arithmetic: If 200
people on a car pay their fare and the
indicator bell is rung only -100 times,
(1) 'Who will know the difference?
(2 ,How much -is there in it for the

done to carry out the Jenkinson pro

ture that Mr. Jenkinson was an adept
at this sort of game and also that he
had never been caught.,

Now, it was just about this time that
Miss ' Smith, who didn’t really know,
just why, made up her mind to invite
Mr. Burke and Mr. Jenkinson to call,
both upon the same evening, that even-
ing being ‘the night before Christmas.
They both accepted. In the meantime
fate was mixing up things just a little
bit. . Mr. Jenkinson was solving his
propléem in a highly satisfactory man-
ner. - An incident will suffice to show
his method. It was the day before
Christmas. ' His route ended at I'ifty-
ninth gtreet. Four blocks this side of
Fifty-ninth street he turned his indi-
cator hand back to z8ro. This was pe-
culiar, because, as he had four blocks

it is probable that it would be neces-
gary to rihg'dp more fares. And it was
necessdry. But he rang them up so
that. they "stooll credited to the down
trip. .
So far he had been honest. His nex

move, however, was profitable. When
he reached Fifty-ninth street be:had
received Beven or eight fares which he
duly rang up. Leaving those seven or
eight credited to the down trip, the
firgt seven or eight fares he collected
on the down trip he did not ring up.
‘Why? Because, apparently, they were
alrendy rung up, This little scheme
netted him 85 or 40 cents, This js only
one method. Mr. Jenkinson had not
noted, however, that one of his passen-
geri, a well dressed young man, en-
gaged In reading the newspaper, did
nog;nllght at the end of the trip ahd int
‘dieated that he had passed lifs point of )

. had become familiar to him. Mr. Jen-
*{ kinson evidently had never seen him.

| ness.”” He thought about it for a long

t§ himself that Mr, Jenkinson's face

Now, there was one thing that Mr.
Billy Burke could not belp noticing
and that was that Miss Sallie Smith
had a decided leaning toward Jehkin-
son, He (Billy Burke) seemed pretty
well out of it. Miss Smith had meant
to be impartial, but Mr. Jenkinson's
attentions had really overpowered her.
The hour of parting came.” Mr. Burke,
with a delicacy which' he felt to be due
‘to the occasion, left first. He walked
slowly down the stairs and out into
the street. He shook his head, “That
fellow,” he exclaimed softly to himself.
“But, after all, it none of my busi-
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We are making a staple line of Boots and Shoes that
very suitable for Island wear. The uppers are cut from No.
1 skins and the sole®#from the best sole leather and made
heavy to stand lots of wear and tear. We' guarantee our

goods to fit and wear to your satisfaction. The next pair
you buy, try ours, you can get them at almost any dealer's.

The AMES HOLDEN Co., Ltd.,

St. John N. B.
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while. Then, acting under impulse, he
thrust his hand into his inside pocket
and pulled out a yellow paper. It was
a blank form which he had filled up.
Upon' it appeared a date, the name of
Jobn Jenkinson, and some figures in
the dollars and cents column, He hes-
itated an instant, then he suddenly tore
it to pleces and threw it into the gut-
ter.

The next morning—Christmas morn-
ing it was—he stepped, into an office,
for no days were holidays to Burke, He
passed over some yellow’slips, A man
looked at them and frowned.

“You were on No. —— yesterday?”
he asked.

#I was,” Burke answered.

“You got a report against No, —?
Jenkinson, his name is.”

Burke shook his head.
he answered.

“Then,” said the other man, “we're
through with you; that's all. Jenkin-
son skinned us yesterday more than
we’ve ever been skinned, and, by
George, it happened that Barker was
spotting you while you were spotting
Jenkinson. You can go. e don’t
want a spotter who's in cahoots with
our conductors; that’s all.”

Burke turned red and white. He
started in to explain; then he stopped.
He thought of Miss Sallie Smith,

Christmas night Mr. Jenkinson called
upon Miss Sallle Smith, He was not
quite so brash’as usual. But he had a
little box in his hand. “Sallie,” he
said, “I lost my job today. I don’t

The Largest Shoe Manufacturers in Canada.

T
FLEGANT
OVERCOAT!

Every good dresser appreciates
an elegant Overcoat.

“I have not,™

know why, but I brought you a little"—
Miss Sallie stopped him. “I know,”
she said., Sheproduced a paper. “That’s
why,” she exclaimed, “and I know, be-
cause I took the trouble to find out.”
It was a clipping headed:
JENKINSON, THE WORST EVER.

‘The Overcoat is always in evi-
dence at this season of the year.

You admire some overcoats
vvhige you mncver have a second
glarce at others. The coats you
do admire have certain snap about
them—-they are swell, swagger and

departure and had to go béick. This
young man was a great reader. But
he stuck close to Mr. Jenkinson's car
all the way down-—merély one of the

hat evening Mr. Jenkinson nttend-
ed’at Miss Sallie Smith’s. He was re-

ée:.&d with enthuslasm, for he and
n%u Sallie had attended a perform-
ance at the theater dn the evening pre-
vious. Finally Mr. Billy Burke, natty
. A8 he entered he !

looked, stared, gave a short gasp and-

mﬁm hands,  Ho_acknowledged

ar: §
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smart. Itis just such coats that
we want to show you. They are
ready-to-wear and were made by
our own tailors on our own premi
ses ard that isthebest recommer da-
tion any omne should look for.
Pgices a Ilittle rower than you pay to Joudly adverti:-ed
clothing houses who sell only the imported clothing—we have
some also.
Examine our $10.co and $12.00 tailor made coat.

D. A. BRUCE,

Clothier and Furnisher.

The .Trolley Company Fires Man Who
Holds Holiday Knocked Down
Fare Record.

Jenkingon flushed, but he did not
dare to lie. “They—they all do it,” he
remarked. “I was caught; that's all.
After ‘all, Sallie,” he went on, “I only
did it because I wanted to get this for

youy’ » He exhibited the box.
© Sallie Smith stepped to the mantel-
piece. She took down a bundle. It
contained all the presents that Jenkin-
son had ever given her. She handed
them over. “You can go,” she said.
“Any man who would, steal for me cer-
tainly doesn’t have much respect for
me.” Jenkinson looked stupidly at her.
“You may go,” she said. Jenkinson
went,

-Billy Burke came later. He was
not so well dressed this time. “Sal-
lie,”” he said, “I want to tell you some-
thing, I've always been ashamed to
tell you what I was working at, I—
I'm a spotter on the trolley—I had to
be—I couldn’t get anything else to do.
They don’t pay us, though, as well as
they do the motormen and the con-
ductors. But they—they’ve fired me.
I'll tell you. They fired me because )
I didn’t turn in the name of a—a man
who knocked down fares, They were
right, I didn’f. It doesn’t make any
difference why. But I'm out, and I've
got to get another job, and I'm glad
of it."” /

Miss Sallie Smith gasped. “The man
you wouldn’t report,” she asked—*‘was
it Joln Jenkinson?® Burke's face gave
hu’: away. - ’ (

“How—how did you know?” he ask-
ed. .
She paused a moment, “When did
you first meet him?” she inquired.

“Last night,” said Burke, flushing

still, “was the first' time, I didn't
want to"—
" Sallie held out her hand. “Billy—
Billy,” she exclaimed, ‘“and you did
it all for me—for me?”’ She paused a
moment. “Where" are your good
clothes?” she asked as she looked at
him.

“I've got to tell you all about fit,
Sallie,” he answered. “You see, I al-
ways had to wear good clothes, and —
had to buy ’em and keep getting new {
ones, so that it would look as if I
was somebody, and they didn’t pay
me enough hardly to get ’em. Well,
I got sick of 'em. And I tell you, Sal-
lie, what I did. I up and pawned 'em,
and—and I—I did a nervy thing. I—I
bought you this. I was afrald—and I
wasn't sure, but’— He paused, stuck
his hand in his pocket and pulled out a
ring. “I haven’t got a job,” he went
on, “but’— ;

4L don’'t care,” returned Miss Sallie
Smith, “You've logt your job, afla
yow’ve pawned your clothes, and all
for me. I don't believe there's: afiy
man would do as much, This {8 the
yvery nicest Christmas tHat I've ever
had. So fhere!”

‘Jenkifffon had not pawned his
clothes, but he had lost his job some-
whiit on account of Miss Sallie Smith,
but thefe was a difference with a wide
distinction. And so Miss Sallie Smith
decided for herself and for Billy Burke,
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The Charlottetown Foun-
dry and Machine Co.
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Home Paint

There arc many little

things about the home

that could be brightened
and improved by a little paint,

THE SHERWIN-W ILLIAKS FARILY PAINT

is' made especially for that
purpose. ’

Comes in con-
venient, smal]
packages, ready
for use. Can be

scrubbed and cleaned.

B/ Iseasytoapply. Comes
in 26 good colors.

Ask for a sample card,

S, A Crab ,

Walket’s Co;ner.

It Comes High, e

He~They may advertise it as a frea
bazaar, but I'll bet you'll find 1t ex-
pensive before you're through with it.
She—Nonsense! How can a thing be
expensive . ‘it it's free? He-—Easy
enough. Just get mixed up in a free
fight, for instance, and see.~Oatholic
Btandard, e )
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