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FIRST OF ALL™

ING GRE

OMENTOUS SPEECH |
AT BRITAIN'S POSITION.

fil Britain Worked Earnestly-and: Resolutely for Peace But Germany’s Wanton Disregard of the International (i

"§¥ LLONDON, Aug. 3—Rather less than
{two hours sufficed today for the es-
. sential bassages of the strangest, the
(most moving, and in every sense of
);the word the most fateful sitting of
(Parliament within living memory, In
{some of its accessories the scene was
almost theatrical.  Although there
(have been half-a-dozen occasions this

session when the House has been

more crowded, it had been thought
necessary to revive a precedent not
previously invoked since the Home

Rule Bill of 1893, and to cover the

centre of the floor with double rows
of chairs. Moreover, the peers had

".beeu admitted to their gallery before

\prayers, a privilege which spared

{them the indignity of a rush-and-
:tumble invasion in common Wwith the
(general public,

{i In an atmosphere thus prepared for
the great event of the day, Sir Ed-

‘;ward Grey rose to take the nation in-
(to the confidence of the Cabinet. Ev-
cery word of his skilfully phrased and
/\prumuudly moving argument had
<mceu committed to manuscript, the
{pages of which now lay open before

:ns author on the box at the corner

,of the table. As could be perceived

1from the placidity with which they

zenUured the suspense of a narrative
that kept less privileged hearers in

,an agony of alternating encourage-

(ment and despair, the Opposition

(leaders were already aware of what

{was coming, Consequently they took

(1o part in the rival demonstrations—
neither in the faint applause of the
WMinisterialists as some fitful gleam of
hope scemed to brighten the horizon

fuor in the flerce outbursts of accla-

;mation with which the Unionists hail-
(ed every additional portent of the
gathering  storm, Ministers sat

(th‘n'oug'h it all in the tense attitude

(0 men oppressed by a sense of heavy

‘and solemn responsibility.
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' THE SPEECH IN FULL
‘Bir B. Grey who was loudly gheered
saidi—Last week I stated that we
twere working for peace not only for
{this country but to preserve the
Peace of Burope. To-day events move
iso rapidly it is cxceedingly difficulr
{to state with technical aceuracy the
(ucl.uul state of affairs. It is clear
sthat the peace of Burppe canndu be
(Preserved, Russin and Germany have
}«‘Juclm‘e(l war on cach other. Before
A proceed to state  the position  of
the Government 1 would like to clear
whe ground so that the House may
realize, before L come to state what
our attitude is  with regard to the
present crisis, exactly, under what
ubligations the Government is. First
(“r all, let me say very shortly  we
Jhave persistently worked with a
{single mind with all the earnestness
in our power, to preserve peace
[fcheers). The House may be satisfied
(on that point. We have always done
(it, and in these last years, so far as
‘His Majesty’s Government — are con-
;vurncd, we should have no- difficulty
tin proving it.
s Through the Balkan crisis we work-
{od for |oace. The co-operation of the
(Gront Powcrs of Europe was success-
ful then, It is true that some of the
Powers  had great difiicully in ad-
!§usting their points of view. 1t took
Ltnlu'h time. labor and discussion be-
{fore they could settle their differenc-
e5; but peace was sccured because
ZDOncu was their main object and they
ro  willing to give time and
dmnd trouble ratheér than accentuate
ifferences.

&

Working for Peace

,:'ffn tho present crisis unhappily, *
has not been possible to secure the
bcm-n of Kurope because there has
Yhoen o disposition at any rate in

b me rters on which I will  not
Wiwell te force things rapidly to an

tiigsue, at any rate to the great risk
lof peace. The resaelt we now know.
The policy of peace as far as the

J@reat Powers generally ave concern-
\'b(l has fajled. 1 do not want to dwell
lupon it and say where the blame
scems to us to lie—which Powers
Ywoere most in favor of peace :la:l(‘l
B ¥ ost disposed to endans
g wmobc‘;‘mxsn 1 would lliko ft}::
ouse to approach the crisis rol
he point o(pvivw of British intmns&s,
ritish honor (loud cheers) and B.n—
lish obligations (renewed  cheers),
'froe  from  all  passion (chcersz
8 to why peace has not been pre
Y'gerved we shall publish papers a;
b soonh as we can regarding what tmi(
lace last weck, when we were work-
g for peace and when these pnm:
published 1 have m‘y douil;: 3
iman heing they w
: o:lig- h‘how ntrnmﬁms and gonuln:
hole-hearted — our own o(lor'ta fo
honco were (cheers), and they will t:;l-
fablo peopls to form their own ju ;i
Hment as to, what forces were at Wor
Hwhich operated against peace. P

/) PeMish Obligations 7™

I
i stion
. come fitet now to the e
for Rritish obligations. T hmeM?::
feurcd the House, and the Prime 4
i Mater has assured the House mo /
' an onee, that if any crisis such as
A
i

hefore the

i we @ould come
"!:;uia of Commons and bo nb‘le
’;‘M’ that it was free to decido
! attitode should bo

n‘m«% Yould here

we could spring apom the House, and
then say to the House that because
we had entered into that engagement
there was an obligation of honor up
on the country. I will deal with
that point to clear the ground first,
Therc have been in Burope two di-
plomatic groups—the Triple Alliance
and what came to be called the Triple
En_lentc—ior some years past. The
Triple Entente was not alliance; it
was a diplomatic group. The House
will  remember that in 1908 thera
Wwas g crisis (also a Balkan crisis)
originating in the‘ annexation of Bos
nia and Herzegovina, The Russian
Minister, M. 1zvolsky, happened to
come to London—his visit had bheen
planned before the crisis broke out
—and I told him definitely then
that, this being a Balkan aflair, [
did not consider that public opinion
in this country would justify us in
promising anything more than diplo-
matic support. More was never ask-
ed from us, more was never given,
and more was never promised. In
this present crisis, up till yesterday,
with which 1 will come to deal wo
hufl also given no promise of any-
thing more than diplomatic support
(hear, hear), :

¥

The Morocco Crisis i,

it

T must make this question of oblig-
ation clear to the House, I must go
back first to the Morocco crisis of
1906 That was the time of the Al-
geciras Conference. It came at a‘time
very difficult to his Majesty’s Govern
ment. A general election was in pro-
gress. Ministers were scattered over
the country. I was spending three®
days a week in my constituency and
three - days at the Foreign Office, I
was asked the question whether, if
that crisis developed into a. war be-
tween France and Germany, we would
give armed support. I said then that
I could promise nothing to a for-
eign Power unless it was subsequent,
ly to receive the whole’hearted sup-
port of public opinion here when the
occasion arose (Ministerial cheers.)

L said thiat, in my opinion, if a ward

was forced upon France then on the
question  of Morocco—  uestion
which had just been the subject of
agreement between this country and
France—an agreement exceedingly pon
ular on both sides—that if out of
that agreement a war was forced up-
on France at that time, in my opin-
ion, public opinion in .this country
would have rallied to the material
support of France (cheers).  But I
gave no promise. I expressed that
opinion, and I expressed it through
that crisis, as far as 1 remember, al-
most in the same words to the French
Ambassador and the German Ambas-
sador at the time. I made no pro-
mise and 1 used no threat, put I ex-
pressed that opinion,

The Agadir Crisis  °

That position was accepted by the
French Government, but they said
to me at the time—I think very
reasonably:—-“‘If you think it possi-
ble that public opinion in Great Brit-
ain might when a sudden crisis arose
justify you in giving to France the
armed support which you cannot
promise in advance, unless between
the military gnd naval experts sama
conversations had taken place, you
will not be able to give that sup-
port, even if you wish to give it,
when the time comes.'’ There was
force in that. I agreed to it, and
authorized those conversations to
take place, but on the distinct un-
derstandimg that nothing which
passed between the military and
naval experts should bind either
(iovernment or restrict in any way
their freedom to come to a decision
as to whether or not they were to
give that support when the time
arose.

I have told the House that on
that occasion a general election wgas
in Dprospect, I had to take the re-
sponsibility of doing that without
a Cabinet, which could not be sum-
moned, and an answer had to be
given. 1 consulted Sir Henry Camp-
hell-Bannerman, thon Prima Minig-

ter; I consulted, I remamber' Lord
Haldane, who was then Secretary
for War, and the present Prime

Minister, who was then Chancellor
of the HExchejuer. That was the
most I could do. That was author-
ised, but on the distinct understand-
ing that it left the hands ot  the
Government free whenever a crisis
anose. The fact that conversations
between the military and naval ex-
perts took place was later on—I
think much later on, because that
erisis passed and the thing ceased
to be of importemce—was later on
brought to the knowledge of the
Cabinet, The Agadir crisis cama—
amother Morocco  crisis—and through-
out that T took precisely the same
line a8 had been taken in 1906. Sub-
sequently, in 1912 after discussing the
situation with the Cabinet, it wa;s
decided that we ought to have a de-
\g

tinite  und g in 'wrm::,
though it was only to be in e
tor:fhol an official letter, tha'

these conversations wero not _bvlmliug
upon the freedom of either Joveru
ment, and on November 22, 191z, I
wrote a letter which I will now read
to the House, to the French Am-
vassador, and I received fromi him a
tetter in similiar terms in reply.

Understanding With France

The letter which I will read will
be known to the public now as the
record that whatever took place be-
twoesn the military and naval ox-
M_M were not hiading m;

ter was:

My dear Ambassador,—From
_ time to time in recent -years  the
' French and British naval and

military experts have consulted to-

gether, It has always been under-

stood that such consulbation does
niot restrict the freedom of either

Government to decide at any fu-
ture time whether or not to assist
the other by armed force. We
have agreed . that comsultation be-
tween the ‘experts -is not, and
ought not to‘*be regarded as an
onegadment that commits either
Government to action in a con-
tingency that has not yet arisea
and may never arise. The disposi-
tion, . for instance, of the French
and British fleets based upon an
engagement to co-operate in war,

You have, however, pointed out
that if either Government had
grave reason to expect an unpro-
voked attack by a third Power

i. might become essential to know
whether it could in a1t event
depend upon the arma2d assist-
ance of the other. I,agrae that
if e¢ither Government had grave
reason to expect an unprovoked

£ attack by a third Power, or some-

& thing:that threatened the general

y peate, it should immediately dis-

‘¥ cuss with the other whether both

" Governments should act together
to prevent aggression and to pre-

. serve. peace, and, if so, what
measures’ they would:be- prepared
to take in common.

That is the starting point for the
Government with regard*to,the pre-
sent crisis, I think that makes i
perfectly clear- that what the Prime
Ministerr and I have said to the
House ©of Commons was perfectly
justified; and that as regards our
freedom to decide in a crisis  what

our line shoul@ pe—whether we should

intervene or ‘whether we should ab-
stain—the Government remained per-
fectly frce and a fortiori the House
of Commons remained perfectly free
(Ministerial cheers.)

That 1 say to clear the ground
from the point of view—of-obligation,
and I think it was due to prove our

good faith to the House of Com-
mons that I should give that full in-
formation to the House now, and
sny, what 1 think is obvious {rom

the letter just read, that we do not
constru¢ anything which has pre-
viously taken place in our diplomatic
relations with other Powers in this
matter as restricting the freedom of
the Government to decide what atti-
tude they should take now or re-
strict ng the frecdom of the House of
Commons to decide what their arti-
tude will be (hear, hear).

Origin of Present Dispute
T will go further, and say this: The

situation in the present crisis is not
preciscly the same as it was in.the

Morocco question. In the Moroceo
question i was  primarily a
dispute  which  concerned  France

—a dispute it scemed to us fastened
upon France out of an agreement oX-
isting between us and France and
published to the whole world, under

which we engaged to give France dip-
‘were

lomatic support. No doubt we
pledged to nothing but diplomatic
support but we were at any, rate
pledged by definite - published agree-
ment to side with France*diplomati-
cally in that question’ The  present

crisis  has originated differently. 1t
has not originated with regard to
Morocco. It has not originated as
regards anything aboutv which we

had special agrecment with Frances
it has not originated with anything
which primarily concerned France.
It originated in a dispute betwecen
Austria and Servia.

I can say this with the most abgn-
lute confidence no Government and
no country has less desire to be in-
volved in war or with the dispute he-
tween Austria and Servia than  the
Government  and country of France
(loud cheers). They are involved in it
because of thelr obligation of hon-
or (rencwed cheers), under a definite
alliance with Russia. 1t is only fair
to say to the House thia: that obi-
gation of honor cannot apply in
the came  way to us (some cheery).
We are not  pavties to the Franco-
Rusginn alltance, We do not even
know the terms of that alliance.

Long Standing Friendsiip

So far I have faithfully and com-
pletely clearcd the ground with re-
gard to the question of obiigations. I
now come to what we think the situ-
ation requires. We have had fov
many years a long-standing {friend-
ship with France (cheees, and Mr.
Wedgewood: And with Germany.) 1
remeraber well when the late Govern-
ment made their agreement with
France the warm and cordial feeiing
resulting from the fact that these
two nations, Who had had perpetual
difterences in the past, had cleared
those differences away and become
friends. I remember saying at that
time that it seemed to me that some
Divine influencs had been at work to
produce the cordial atmosphere which
had made that result possible, but
how far that friendship entails obli-
gation—and it has been a friendship
bhetween the two nations (cicers) ral-
ffied by the nations=let every man
Inok into lis own heart and ais own
feelings and construe the esitut  of
the obligation to bhimsell teheers) |

i
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‘nclhm on our part,

{|| - Guarantee of Belgium's Independence Would Be *The Direst Crime That Ever Stained Pages of History” - ||
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wate as to what they should - feel | news comes in, and I cannot give this| before consulting the Bmperor and jwe run away (loud and prolonge ! S

about it. The House individually and jin a very formal way. but I under-1  the Chancellor. cheers) from those obligations ORf:

collectively may judge for itselt. But | stand that the German Government Sir B. Goschen said that he hop- [honor and interest as regards Bel-#&

now } speak for myself, from the |would be prepared, if we would pledge|ed the answer wouid not be too long |gium, 1 doubt whether, whatevery {4
point of view of feeling. ourselves to neutrality, to agree that |delayed. The German Minister for | material force we might have at the,

ass |its fleet would not attack the north- |Foreign Afiairs then gave Sir E, lend of it would be of very muc

++ Could Not Stand Aside

The French fleet is now in the Med-
iterranean. The northern and west-
ern coasts of France are absolutely
undefended. With the French fleet
concentrated in the Mediterranean
the situation is very different from
what it used to be, because the friend-
ship which grew up between the two
countries gave them a sense of se-
curity that there was nothing to be
feared from us. My own feeling is
this, that if a foreign fleet eéngaged in
a war which France had not sought.
and in which she had not been the
aggressor, came down the English
Channel and bombarded and batter-
ed the undefended coasts of France.
we could not stand aside (loud and
prolonged cheering. Many Opposi-
members waved handkerchiefs and
order papers, as did also Mr. Robert
Harcourt on the Ministerial side)—
the thing going on practically within
sight of our eyes, with our arms
folded, looking on dispassionately.
doing nothing; and I believe that
would be the feeling of this country
(loud cheers.) There are times when
one’s own individual feeling makes
one feel that if the circumstances ac-
tually did arise it would be a feeling
which would spread with irresistible
force to others in the face of the

.thing happening. - But I want to look

at the thing also without sentiment
from the point of view of British in-
terests, and it is on that I am going
to base and justify what I am present-
ly going to say to the House,

o? Lifo and Death War

v

If we say nothing at this moment
what is France to do with her fleet
in the Mediterranean? She leaves it
there with no statement from us of
vwhat we will do. She sees her north-
ern and western coasts absolutely
undefended, at the mercy of the Ger-
man fleet coming down the channel
to do as it pleases in a war which is
a war of life and death to her, We
say nothing, it may be, and the French
fleet is withdrawn from the Mediter-
ranean. We are in the pressure of a
European conflagration. Can any-
body set limits to the consequences
which may arise out of it? Just as-
sume that today we stand aside in an
attitude of neutrality, saying, “No, wWe
cannot engage, to help ' either party

in this conflict.” Let us suppose
the French fleet is withdrawn
from the Mediterranean. and let us

assume that the consequences which
are plready tremendous even to coun-
tries which are at peace, in fact,
equal to the consequences to many
which are at war—let us assumc that
out of that come consequences unfore-
seen which make it necessary at a
sudden moment that in  defence of
vital British interests we should go
to war, and let us assume what is
quite possible, that Italy, which is
now neutral—hecause I understand
she considers this war is an aggres-
sive war (cheers), and that the Criple
Alliance, being a defensive alliance,
her obligations do not arise—that
Italy, legitimately consulting her
own interests, may depart from her
attitude of ncutrality at a time when
we are forced to fight ourselves. What
will be the position in the Mediter-
rancan then? 1t might be that these
consequences would be forced upon us
at some critical moment when tho
trade routes in the Mediterranean
might be vital to this country.

Nobody can say that in the course
of the next few weeks there is any
particular trade route the opening of
which might not be vital to this
country, What would our position be
then? We have not kept in the Medi-
terranean a fleet which is equal to
deal alone with a combination of
other fleets therg. That would be the
very moment when we could not de-
tach more ships for the Mediterran-
can, and we might have cxposed this
country through negative atti-
tude at the ent to a
most appalling risk 1 say
that from the point of view of Brit-
ish interests,

our

Promise to France

o1, we felt strongly that France
cntitled to know, and to | now
1o (loud cheers), whether or not
the event of an attack upon her

toetedl northern  and  weslemn
¢ v covll denend upon British
supnor and in that emergency and
upndor those compelling circumstances
yesterday afternoon I gave. to  the
#French  Ambassador  the  following
statement:—

I am authorised to give an as-
gurance that if the German fleet
comes into the Channel or through
the North Sea to undertake hos-
tile operations against the French
consts  or shipping the Britich
Fleet will give all tha protection
in its vower (loud chxrs).  This
assvrance is, of course, suhject to
the policy of his Majesty's Gov-
ernment ‘receiving the support of
Parliament, and must not he
taken as Linding upon his Majes-
ty's Government to ta'e any
action until the al o.¢ condin eacy
of action by the German flect

takes place. |

I read that to the House not as a
declaration of war on our part, noet
entailing  immediate
hut

ns Lindins

construe (Lto myseif ns | feel it, but 'nus 1o take awveressive netion shonld

1 do not wish 10 wry Crar KEYORE thnt contingency arise
; . Bk shaldsr, irom hour.
o et Bk
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™

ern coasts ol France (some Minister-
ial and Labor cheers). 1L have only
heard that shortly before 1 came to
the House, but it is far too narrow
an engagement for us (loud cheers).
And there is & more serious ndi-
tion — it is hecoming more serious
every, hour,

Neutrality of Belgium !

There is the question of the neutral-
ity of Belgium (cheers), I shall have
to put before the House at some
length what our position with regard
to Belgium is. The governing factor
is a treaty of 1839, That is a treaty
with a history—a history accumulat-
ed since, In 1870, when there was war
between France and Germany, the
question of the neutrality of Belgium
arose. Various things were said.
Amongst other things, Prince Bis-
marck gave an assurance confirming
his verbal assurance. He gave in
writing a declaration which he said
was superfluous in the presence of the
treaty in existence, that the German
Confederation and allies would res-
pect the neutrality of Belgium, it
being always understood that that
neutrality would be respected by oth-
er belligerent Powers, This is valua-
ble as a recognition in 1870 on the
part of Germanv of the sacredness of
these treaty rights.

What was our own attitude?  Th:
people who laid down the attitude I
the British Government were Lor:d
Granville in the House of Lords and
Mr. Gladstone in the House of Com,
mons. Lord Granville, on August
said:  “‘We might have explained to
the country and to foreign nations
that we did not think this country
was bound either morally or inter-
nationally, or that its interests were
concerned, in the maintenance of the
neutrality of Belgium. Though that
course might have had some conven-
ience, though it might have been casy
to adhere to it, though it might have
saved us from some immediate dan-
ger, it is g course which Her Majes-
ty's Government thought it impossi-
ble to adopt in the mame of the
country with any due regard to the
country’s honor and to the country’s
interests’” (cheers). Mr., Gladstone
spoke as follows two days later :—
“'There is, 1 admit, an obligation of
the treaty. It is not necessary, nor
would time permit me to enter into
the complicated guestion of the nat-

But I am not able to subscribe to
the doctrine of those who have held
in this House what plainly amounts
to an assertion that the simple fact
of the existence of the guarantee was
binding on every party to it, irres-
pective altogether of the particular
position in which they find them-
selves at the time when the occasion
for acting on the guarantee arises.
The great authorities on foreign pol-
icy to whom I have been accustomed
to listen—Lord Aberdeen and  Lord
Palmerston—never to my knowledge
took that vigid and impracticable
view of o guarantee. The circum-
stance that there is already ex
a guarantee in force is of necessity
an important fact, and an element in
the case to which we are bound to
give full and ample consideration.
There is also the further considera-
tion, which we must all feel most
deeply, and that is the common in-
terest against the extreme aggran-

disement of any Power whatever'?
(cheers),
< Honor and Interest i

T put the matter to mysell thusg
The treaty is an old treaty, It is one
of those treatics which are tounded
not only on consideration for
gium, which benefits by it, btat in the
interests of those who cuarantes the
neutrality of Belgium (cheers), Honror
and interest are at least as strong
today as in 1870, and we cannopt take
o more narrow view or a less serious
view of our obligations and of the
importance of those obligations than

was taken by Mr. Gladstone’s Gov-
crnment in 1870, 1 will read to the
Fouse  what took place last
week c¢n this subject. When mobiliz-
ation was keginning I knew that
‘this cuestion must be 5 most im-

portant elemesnt is ovr policy and a

most important suivect for the
Hous? of Commons. 1 telegraphed
at the same tima and in similar

terms both to Paris and Berlin to
say it was essential for us to Lnow
whether the KFreach and German Go-
vernments respectively ware prapared
to undertakc an engagement in re-
spect to the neutrality of DBelgium.
The Fronch Government replied:—
The French Government are re-
golved to respect the neutrality of
Belgium, and it would only be in
the ovent of Some other Power
violating that neutrality that
France might find horself under tho
necessity, in order to securs the
defense of her security, to act
otherwise, 'This =ssurance has bheen
given saveral times. The President
of the Republic spo¥e of it to the
King of the Belgians, and the
French Minister at Brussels spon-
tancously renewed the assarance to

et ool

Igian Minister for Foreign
5. —((Cheers)

@erman Evasive Reply

Meonn the Germaan Govermment the
reply wpei=—

ta hyr teess | could nou possibly give an mwer 'point of view. Il in

ure of the obligations of the treaty.

mark,

come true?

Goschen to understand that he rath-
er doubted whether they could ans-
wer at all, as any reply they might
give could not fuil, in the event of
war,
of disclosing part of their campaigm
(Opposition laughter). I telegraphed
at the same time to Brussels to the
Belgian Government and got the fol-

to have the undesirable effoct

lowing reply from our Ambassador:—
The Minister of Foreign Afiairs
thanked me for the communication,
and replied that Belgium would, to
the utmost of her power, maintain
neutrality. He Legged me to add
that the Belgian Government, be-
lieved they were in a position to
defend the neutrality of their coun-
try ip case of violation (cheers),

Now there is the news I have re-
ceived today, though it has come
quite recently, and I am not yet

\uiti sure it has reached me in an ac-
curate form. The news is that an ul-
timatuns has been given to B
by Germany, the object of whi
to offer Belgium friendly rela
with Germany on condition tt
facilitate  the e of
troops through Belgium J
has seen these things
finitely, I do not
that one would say if one we
position to give the House full, com-

plete, and absolute information on
the point. We were sounded in the
courge of last week as to whether if
a guarantee was given that after
the war Belgian ntegrity would be
observed that would contemt us. We
replied that we could not bargain
away Wwhatever inter or obliga-
tions we had in Belgian neutrality
(cheerl). Shortly before 1 reached
the House 1 was informed that the
following telegram had been received

and that of your predeceszor,
the friendly attituds of Ingland
in 1870 and the proof of friendship
she bas just given us, I mak
supreme appeal to the diplom
intervention of your Majesty’'s Go-
vernment to safeguard the integrity
of Belgium (cheers).

Neutrality Violated

- Diplomatic intervention took place
last week on our part. What carf dip-
lomsatic intervention do now? We
have a great and vital interest in
the
tegrit,
Be%‘lg‘;l{m. If Belgium is compelled to
allow her neutrality to be violated,
of course the situation is clear, Even !
if by agreament she admitted the'
violation of her neutrality, it is cloagy
that she ‘could only do 8o under/
duress, The smaller States in that)
region of IBurope ask but one thing.
Their desire is that they should be
left
théy fear,
that their
imdependence should he interferedj
with., If ip the war which is befo

Hurope the neutrality of one of theae!
countries is violated, if the troops
of one of the combatants violabe!
its neutrality and no action is taken
to resent it, at the end of the war,

thing
much

alone (cheers)., The one
I think, not so

independence will be gone (cheers),

I have one further quotation also

country, erdowed we # 15 with in-
flisnce il
stand by and witness the perpetra-<
stained the pages of history, and
thus became pariwipators in
sin.”” (Opposition cheers.!

low, if that be the case
has been anything in the
an ultimgtum to Belgium asking her
to compromise or violate her neu-
trality, whatover may have been of-
fered to her in return, her independ-
enco is gond if that holds. And if her
independence goes the in-.leper!dmce
of Holland will follow. Now, I ask
the House, from the point of view)
of British intérests, to consider wimt“
may be at stake (cheers). If France |
is heaten in a straggie for life and
death, beaten to Tier knees, loses hee

cones subordinate to the will and

to «he power of one greater than hers
geif — comsequences which I do not

anticipate

(cheers)—bocaues I ana
gure that France has the power tof
dofend herself with all the eucrgv,‘
ability, and patriotism which she
has shown so often (cheerg)—well,
if that were to happen, if Belgium

fell under the smme dominating m.-(

fluence, and then Holland and Dm-,
would not Mr. Gladstone’s|
words, which I have already quoted,

\

It will he said, I suppose, that we
miglkt stand aside, hushand our

| ot it intorvone with ofiect an'
The Secretaro for Foreign Ahairs [ things right and adjust them to our |

w crisia Wsp thia

strengtl, aand, whatever happens in
the course of this war, at th 2 end

frem the K of the "Belgians vy
King George

Remambering the numerous,

proofs of your Majesty’s friendship

and

independence and integrity—in-!
is the least part of it—of

integrity as that tbe‘i:i

whatever the integrity may be, the)

from Mr, Gladstone, as tn what bae,
thought about the smdepedenco of|

wer to the gnestion whather, under/
tho circumstepees of the case, this|

prewr, would quietly!
tion of the direst crime that ever!
the'

that thera |
nature of |

position as a Great Power and be-y

Danger in Delay £ t

L] puat!

value in face of the respect. that w
should have lost (renewed: cheers.)fi
And 1 do not believe that, whether a8
great Power stands outside this warjh
or not, it is going to be in a position
at the end of this war to exert it
material strength (cheers.) For usa
with a powerful Fleet which we be=
lieve is able to protect our commerce;
and protect our shores and protecty:
our interests, if we engage in war, w»i
shal) suffer but little more than wej .
shall suffer it we stand aside. Wef-
are going to suffer, I am adlraid, ter-] .
ribly in this war whether 'we are in it!
or whether we are not. Foreign trade] -
is going to stop, mot because trade
routes are closed but because there is’
no trade at the other end, and'Contin-
ental nations engaged in war, with
all their populations, all their ener-
gies, all their wealth engaged in a,
desperate struggle, cannot carry onj
trade with us which they carry on iu.J \
time of peace. At the end of this{.
war, even i we have stood aside, ! dul

X

=3

M

w

cn

not belleve for a woncnt t we;
stiould be in s material pogition to
use our forco decisively to undof

v/i:at had happened in ti course
thoe wur—to prevant the
West of Idurope oppos
had been the result of
i under the don

moral

{‘could not do so (cheers.)

Fleet Wobillzrd €

As to the question
which i3 somewihac ¥

if tho' fact
have reachi
clear th
this cour

e
with reg
think it is d

use
House

wiaat

the countr,
Fleet hias
mobiliza
place (i 2y
as yet taken no-e
1 do not feel t

ropean conii
out precede
sponsibiliti
Empire, and
3 must te

make of 1ding  an - expedition
force out of the country
know how we stand.

One thing 1 would ¢ e one
bright spot in the wh thas o}
terrible situation is Ireiand (loud
cheers.,) The loel
throughout Ireland T v
like this to  Dbe cleariy u:
stood abroad (loud and pro!
ed cheers)—does not mul
a consideration that we

@ take into account
cheers.)

I have told the lousc how far we
have at present gone in commit i
and the conditions which i
our policy, and ! have dwelt at |
upon how vital the condition <
neutrality of Belgium ia.  VWhat othier)
policy is theres before ous=
There 18 only one way !n
Govermwment could maeke ¢
the prasent moment of keopi
side thia war, and that would
it shouid inmedinte
‘mation of unconditio
'Wa cannot do that (Ju:
Jiave e the camim!
“"m I have read to

Ppreveats ns dolng laal,
got the cons! tion
,which pre -u.s
canditioual neudn ¢
ok Lo sbrink from |
uke o5 all the force ia our po
(vheel's,)  But if we did take that 1
of saying that we will have noth
to do with this matter under
ditions, notwithstanding
treaty obligations, the po
tion in the Mediter
age to DBr i
happen to I
these things
and that we are to sta
1 believe we should tact
gpect, our good name,
tion.throughout the werl

until

¢ of

o

(rencwed

the

e, thenj
our
reputas|
that wa

should not escape the h
and grave economic conscigue 8
R AR | Hi
®  The Issue and tito Choice 1
My object has been (o cuplain tM:
view of the Government fuu (0 plocet
before the House the | ans  thaj
choice, I do not for a al comw|

ceal, after what [ have &4 wnd alte®
the information, incol:eiate 8 W N\
that I have given to the Moves waN
regard to Belgium, that «w
prepared, and we are prepas '\
cheers) for the consequences o lis
ing to use all the strength we be
at any moment, we Kknow not Lo
goon, to defend ourselves and %o tahe
our part. We know that, the fsta
all being as I have stated Lhmn.t‘,::-:;.h.
1 have announced no impeading ag=
gressive action on our parti, no final
decision, no resort to force at a mo=
ment’s notice until  we lknow  the,
whole case—=we know tlie
niay be forted upoa us.

¢s far as the forees of the
Crown are  concerned we are
(Cotitinued ot Page mgm—=

)

uce of ft!




