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Yesterday we met Athol Robetts T
on the street and had a short con-
versation with him, Athol, you will
remember, was one of the most
up-to-date farmers .of Winsloe,
specializing in foxes and cattle,
had a wonderful hcme and bulld-
ings and one of the best cultivated
farms in the Province. A good' of-
fer made by Ralph Gay of Gay's
Grocery last winter enade him de-
cide to part with ~his valuable
property and Ralph, who had
worked perhaps too hard in the
grocery business, is now happily
situated on the Roberts’ home-
stead. Athol, in the meantime, \nad
become acquainted with Arthur
Nelson, a native Texan stock-rais-
or who in some way became ac-
quainted with Prince Edward Is-
land and bought a property form-
erly owned by Jimmie Shaw, Bru-
denell, improved the house and
buildings and hired Mr, Roberts as

manager.
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When it was announced that
Raoul Reymond of Southport had
pelted off his fox and mink and
would become tmanager of Stan-
hope Beach Inn, Mr. Roberts’ at-
tention was diverted to the poss-
ibility of purchasing the Reymond
property. He started negotlations
some days ago and {s now owner
of the T2 acres of land, the beau-
tiful and commodious home and
buildings and the large fox ranch
with the numerdus sheds fitted
with wire bottoms. We asked Mr.e
Roberts “What Is your ides,’ are
vou going into fox ranching again?
and he said “No, only on a very
limited scale, I intend to keep half
a dozen or a dozen real good fe-
males and some real good athles
and pick the progeny year after
vear with the idea of building up
a noew herd, My principal occupa-
tion will be the raising of turkeys
and mink, I believe it will be an
excellent spot: for turkeys and as
ou know Mr. Reymond had a very
nice ¢nink ranch.-Of course every-
thing Mr. Reymond did was well
thought out and well planned and,
I am indeed Jucky to be able to:
move into his fine property.” We
agreed with Mr. Roberts that it
was the opportunity of a lifetime
and feel confident that with his
keen judgment, energy and other
qualities he will be very happy and
successful, It Is Mr, Roberts’ in-
tention to remain in charge of the
Brudenell farm until the crop is

put in next Spring so' that Mr.
Nelson will suffey no inconven-
fence, 3
. Mr. '"Reymond, it will be remem-
bered, came ‘heme about 1924 and
starting with a foundation of scme
25 pairs built up one of the largest
ranches of the Maritime ‘Provin-
ces. The Reymond hcme was one
of the most hospitable here and
every year visitors from abroad
were ‘welcomed apd shown over
the property.. Mr, Reymond al-
though having no experience with

foxes when: lje,came, mastered the |'

technique of ralsing them and in
a few years Reymond foxes were
among ‘the -biggest wirners at the
fox and%pelt shows. Every rancher
we ‘have come in contact witR ex-
pessed regret that he had declded
to go out of business, mentioning
his good sportsmanship, friendly
manner and other qualities- which
were all shared by his chaiming
‘wife, The Swiss are noted for their
ability as hotel keepers and Mr.
McLure and the writer had a good
opportunity, to note this during
our long ;visit to Switzerland in
1926. Perhaps it may be méntioned
here that many of the finest ho-
tels in the world, costing millions

‘of dollars, are located in Switzer-

land,

We have to thank our good
friend Dr. E. Rendle Bowness, Dir-
ector of the Department of Fur
Bearing Animals — Master Feeds
—Toronto, Ont., for a copy of the
Master Rancher devoted to the
January silver fox and mutation
pelt sale in Montreal, It took &
great deal of ability and a tre-
mendous 1ot of tikme to gather the
information this bulletin glves.
Those who are interested in gilver
fox farming should endeavor to
procure a copy. Space permits us
to give only a slight sketch .of its
contents, JFor instance inferior sil-
vers comprised about 60% of the
offering of standard silvers, - They
averaged 612.86, with 99% sold.
Regular full silvers were less than
30% of the standard silver offer-
ing and they averaged $16.83 and
with. 89% sold. Thus regular full
slivers only brought approximately
80% tnore"than inferiors when on
ordinary sales the differonce is
more like 60%. (This goes to prove
bulxt'ers were after the lower priced
pelts, N

There were approximately 17,500

ages available in this modern

Mills and other-plants are turning mere and more to “CATER-
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platinum pelts offered and they
were dtvided info regular platin-
ums and inferior platinums, ‘About
4,300 were in the regular platinum’
category. The chief buying Inter-
est for this type of pelt was exhib-
ited by American buyers who took
a large proportion of these skins;
76% of regular platinums sold at
an average of $30.96, while 78% of
the inferior platinums sold at an
average of $20.84, The platinum
pelts that brought the best prices
were large, full-furred skins in the
medium to pale color phases, All
these pelts showed a steel-blue
shading of greater or lesser inten-
sity. In some cases this steel-blue
color was more or less limited to
the derk hairs in the guard fur
while the underfur was quite light.
In other cases this steely color was
both in the guard fur and the un-
derfur, giving the pelts a rich,
bright appearance.

The great majority of the plat-
inum skins while showing very
good color, lacked In volume of
fur and were quite feathery, espec-
ially in the flanks. Buyers were
very careful of this lack of volume
and it was noticeable that despite
excellent color or size such pelts
did not attract much competition.
On the other hand full-furred
platinums that did not exhibit in
scme instances the clear attractive
colors of the top-notch pelts,
brought surprisingly good prices
because the buyers knew that they
would work well in garments. One
of the good factors that we have
lost in recent years in our foxes
is volume and that seems to be the
one that is causing the most griet
now,

Peart Platinums — On this sale
we had the ‘largest single offering
of pearl platinuns yet made to the
buying trade. Unfortunately there
was only the odd good skin in this
collection and none that could be
considered top-notch pearls. One
thing that was noticeable is that
they had a much better volume of
fur than other types of foxes. Of
the 1,400 not more than one-tenth
could be considered flat pelts. The
chief requirement in pearl platin-
um foxes as exhibited in this sale
and in other sales is that they be
light fn color, This lightness c¢an
be achieved in two ways, either by,
developing a pale blue shade of fox
whose pale blue over-all color gives
it a light appearance or by devel-
oping a more or less heavily sily-
ered type in which the quantities
of bright silver gives the pelt a
very light attractive appearance.
The dull, dark blue pelts are not so
attractive and go for very ordin-
ary prices.

White Marked Foxes — Under
marketing conditions today . the
breeding of white marked foxes to
produce part of the pelt crop is of
questionable value, while the full,
bright white marked that we see
in our live shows are an attractive
pelt, the overwhelming mafjority
of white marked are quite an ord-
inary lot of foxes that fall inte
price ranges as shown {n this sale.
It bolls down to this, if you are
breeding and raising top-notch
pale white face types then stick to
it but if you are breeding an or-
dinary variety of white faces you
would be wise to give it sune
thought.

Standard Silvers — Under pres-
ent day marketing plans the’ stan-
dard silver offering is divided into
four groups, -selected full silvers,
regular fyll silvers, halves and:
three-quarters and inferiors, It is
unfair to blame all the inferlor
skins on the standard silver cate-
gory. If the truth.were known at
‘lesist halt of the 4nfériors are the
un-marked and unattractive sijvers

d in’ the process ‘of' devel-
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THE DOWITCHER

The Eastern Dowitcher in form
suggests the Wilson's “Snipe, says
C. 8, Brimley; and nowhere more
80 thin in' the long, slender, and
tapering bill. Its similarity appears
in its local names of Robin Snipe,
and Red-breasted Snipe. How it
acquired the name of “Dowitcher,”
and what that name means, 1
have_not been,able to discover.

Dowltchers fly in small flocks
(4 to 12), often associating with
other birds. Such a flock was op-
served at Stanhope, July 19, 1033,
by Mr. T. W. Stewart of Ottawa
Eastern Dowitcher. AOU 231,
Migrant, not uncommon. Bill very
long, resembling that of the Snipe.
Summer plumage: throat, fore-
neck, brengt, and all underpart.
strongly reddish  brown, breast
more or less speckled black; sides
barred with black, rump lighter or
even white, Winter plumage: gra,
above, and white below, the breast
being tinged with gray and streak-
ed dusky, and the back variegat-

only sure and possible way. back to
public esteem for the whole fox
business is through the improve-
ment and development of. our
standard silvers for types. We have
lost rmuch ground from a quality
stand point during tae past
ten years and it will be ground
difficult’ to regain because there
are not too many select breeding
animals of this type left in the
country, There is no easy and
golden route to recovery, we will
have to work our way back up and
beyond where we once were .in the
quality scale with standard silvers.
In the analysis of the sale we
note thyt 233 Platinums sold at
$34; 368 at $33; 268. at $32; 283 at
at $31 and 334 at $30. .In Pearl
Platinums only 9 sold at $31; 106
sold at $21. In White Marked sil-
vers only § sold for 430, while 155
sold for $21. In select fulls 32 sold
for $28; in regular fulls 106 sold
for $20; in halves and three-quar-
ters only 11" sold for $22; 89 sold
for $19.

Last evening we had a letter
from D.O. Stewart who is a mem-
ber of the special committee of the
Canadian Nationa]  Silver Fox

od with browilish, the lower back
always being white. Intermediates
of all plumages occur. Length ol
adult about 11 inches; of bill, 2.i5
(male), 324 (female). Dowitchers
are much sought by sportsmen.

SCOTTISH LIFE AND
CHARACTER (10)

Referring again to baptisms,
there was a.strong feeling in Scote
land in favor of public baptisms
(“christenings”) down to 1750 ot
a Jittle later. Then the custom was
supplanted by private baptism and
no man of any consequence ever
thought of bringing his children

timent occasioned by the sacred-
ness of the edifice — just as the
old folk would desire to- be buried
in the churchyard rather than 1o
the cemetery.

There are some curious recol-
lections of marrjage customs. Afe
ter the Revolution till about 1740,
any man who proposed marriage
was obliged to deposit with the
Kirk session a certain sum of
money before the marriage took
place. This was called the *“cone
signation money” in Carmunnock;
and “the pawn,” in Logie. If the
antecedents of the marriage had
been innocent, the hushand could
g0 to the Kirk-sessions and re-
claim the money. 1If otherwise,
the “pawn” was forfeited for the
benefit of the poor. Another cur-
lous custom, just going into the
discard when Ramsay wrote, was
the holding of “Penny Weddings"”
which under the color of kindness
to young married persons, was lii
tle else than an apology for scenes
of riot and debauchery. These
ceremonies (if that is the right
name) are not described in the
book, but the particulars may be
had from ather sources. Af-
ter the couple returned from the
Kirk, theif frlends and neighbors
«gathered at the house where a
collection was taken up and the
money delivered to the principals
as a gift towards their housckeep-

Breeders’ Association, it referred
to the isit of Mr, Owren, President
of the Norwegian Fur Beeders’' As-
sociation, and Omar Brager-Larsen
here last sumimer, They mentioned
'while here that they thought there
should be an international fur
conference which would take in
Norway, Sweden, Denmark.” the
United States, Canada and other
fox and mink breeding countries.
Now it appears in Mr. Stewart's
letter that they are pressing the
matter .and that coxrespondence
has continued between Noiwzy, the
National Board of the U.S.A,, t}xa
Mr.,
Stewart of the special committee®

*It has been suggested, states Mr,
Stewart, that Prince Fdward Is-
land_ being -the birthplace of the
fur ranching {ndustry, might be
the logical place to hold such a
meeting. The idea met with the

ing. Nsturally the cpuple sent oul
for the “refreshments” so prized
at that day. In time, however, tha
whole of the collection was devot-
ed to making merry, and the re-
sults were disgraceful. (This cus-
tom was prevalent in thg Nortn
of Bngland too, in former times,
and is described in an old book
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gave the ministers much extra :
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“wake”.

approval of the Natlongl Board of
the U, 8, A. and {t i{s believed that
the Norwegians and.others would
be satisfied to hold such a meet-
ing here. Mr. Stewart has ap-.
proached Premier Jones and he
has agreed to have our govern-
ment sponsor such a conference, It
18 proposed.to issue Invitations to
those countries above' who are en-|
gaged in fur farming and to have'
a meeting in Charlottetown begin- |
ning July 12th, Mr, Stewart ex-|
plains in the letter that before in-
vitations are {ssued the whole inat-
ter will have to be given consider-
ation by the Department of Inter-
nal Affairs in Ottawa.

We thank Mr. Stewart for in-
forming us and glving an opport-
unity through this column to ac-
quaint the fox farmers of the Prov-
ince with this much desired meet-
Ing. Fox breeders throughout the
world must necessarily be friends
and work together, planning pro-
duction so that no over-prcduction
takes place, By wise planning and
effort the silver fox industry can
be brought back to its former
happy stale and maintained there.
In union is strength is as true of
the fox industry as any other line
of endeavor. '

nounced all funerals,

a place, departed this

lite

time

it must have had a superstitioas
orign. In course of
was accompanied
much  profligacy and licentiousness
Wakes were often and ¢ severely
condemned by the Church of Scot-
land and had almost entirely dis-
appeared by 1830, except it
said, in remote parts of Fife. -

In Hamilton (near Glasgow) la
the early days, the town-crier an
by ringing
his bell and uttering the follow-
ing words: “Brethren and sisters,
I let you to wit that
whose corpse lles at such-and-such
by the

so-and-so

will of the Almighty on such

day and hour. You are desired (o
attend his (or her) buria] at next
warning.” The ringing
nouncing was repeated in diffe:-
eht localities over all the town. At-
ter a -reasonable time the
went over his route again, direct-
ing the would-be attendants
to time for.the cortege to start
The attendance was thus made to
whict

depend on the respect in

the individual was held when alive

Dean Ramsay closes the chapNer
“I never myseX
witnessed any excess at funerals,
but timt is all that I can say’
leaves

with the words:

That, I suppose,

it

and an

tae
wita

was

_eries

as |

opea
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called “The Pitman's Pay,” pub-
lished in 1826.) <

The usage, old In Ramsay's day, | $6+6606044404440009+ *
was to watch the body of a de-
ceased person until the funeral | one’ihought in his head —beer asd
This was called the lyke-wake, |0 ", set it Well, shorlly afte.
meaning the “corpse-watch,” aud|. " ,quent ‘the local innkeeper's

son died, and a great concourss
of people gathered at the inn on
the day of the funeral, “to pay
their last respects,” as they put **.
It secems that the innkeeper sup-
plied a great quantity of liquiy
refreshment for the mourners, and
Mr. Smith thus had the happy ex-
perience of getting well corned at
another's expense. When at last
a move was made to the walting
coaches, Mr. Smith made an st.
tempt to enter each in turn, but
was edged out owing to his cou-
dition. This made him sore, and
to pacify him he was allowed
perch on the front of the hearse
beside the ‘driver. As the cortege
neared, [ went into the garden
where I could see without being
seen. At a little distance I saw
Smith's grandchildren
his garden gate. When the old
fellow saw them he was carried
away by the spirit of the occasion,
stood up, waved his battered old
hat, and yelled “Hooray!”

With this story my review of aa
interesting old book must come ‘o
an end. I can recall reading Dear
Ramsay's work, in my grandfath-
er’s library, when I was eleven
twelve years old. Who would have
guessed that I would next read It
three quarters of a century lale.

walting at [p

[a cheerful old waster with out|Another engrossing work was Wii.

son’s “Tales of the Border,” with
its grisly tale of Christy o' the
Cleek, and the warlock acfions of
the Black Douglas. The#§ thers
were several - volumes of the
“Queens of Scotland,” but as these
belonged to my aunt I was oniy
allowed to have them when I was
particularly “good!” However all
this gave me a taste for, and 1an
appreciation of Scottish literature
that never left me, Sassenach tho'
I am! )

Historio Birds (1)

On January 16th. of this year
I observed two groups of birds fly-
ing in the wintry sunshine. There
were half a dozen crows; also two
ravens, known by their larger size
SAbout one-third larger.) .

The Raven was very common (n
Europe in-the olden days, and u
Britain its name appears in many
e-names: R jeld, Raven-
scar, Raventhorpe, Ravenstone,
and Ravensworth are examples.
The Raven was adopted by :h:
Danes (who were the southera
branch of the Scandinavian kings)
as their emblem, and its form was
embroidered on their battle flags.
The Raven Standard was feareu

with tales of these sea-rovers.

by the Anglo-Saxons, whose coast- D Branch Manager
a] settlements were easy prey ‘o

the pagan Danes. Much of the ! 140 RICHMOND ST.
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is taken up All Profits

[}
bird that has figured . historicady
for a very long time’It was &
golden eagle, which like the Raven,
has its counter-part in Europe, A~
mong the warlike peoples of his-
tory the eagle has been a favorite
emblem; - supposed to represeni
strength and power, it had & ilt
grasp the lightnings wherewitl; o
protect its votaries. Probably this
idea had its origin in Persia,
where Mithras the Sun-god was
believed to reveal himself in the
form of an eagle, and this image,
graven in gold, King Cyrus placcd
as a crest on his standards.

The eagle-symbol was adopted
by the Romans at an early per-
fod in their history.eAt first they
crowned the sceptre of their kings
with it; then when the Kings
were expelled, it became the only
ensign of the Roman legions, Une~
der the Republic, the Roman eagle
was carved in wéod, later in sil.
ver, with a golden thunderbolt in
its claws. Jullus Caesar was the
first to have it cast in gold, but

Continued on page 10
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to others to tell their stories— 1f
any. I therefore step ihto the gap
with a story from the banks of thc
Tyne, in the North of England. I
had just gone to live in a little
village, and my home was near
that of a character called “Old
Smith” by his compntriot.s.‘He was

and well on to 3,000 miles away?

Last year I saw another, noble:.

QUICKIES -

By Kén Reynolds

;inx platinums and white U
silvers,

. ‘There is little doubt’ that the
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tirely too ambitious

treasurer'”

" *That secretary we hired with o Guardian Want Ad is en-
~.now she wants to. marry me and be

KENT STREET

ATTENTION FISHERMEN

NOW IS THE TIME TO LOOK AFTER YOUR FiSHING NEEDS.
We are suppliers of
GENERAL MOTORS MARINE ENGINES

“216" -85 0. P. .
“235" — 83 H. P. |

Equip your boat this spring

The best—A 6. M. MARINE ENGINE
We also can supply the throe-ton Industrial type
248—100 H. P. metor for rumning saw mills otc,

HORNE MOTORS

with

PHONE 678 or 1707

S




