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Pr. Talmage’s Views of

Future Sermons.

NEW GOSPEL OF CHRIST

-

' Ministers Ought to Declare
. The Living Christ Only
| To the People.

WasaineToN, Dec. 18. —Ia this dis-
coursé Dr. Talmage addresses all C 1ris-
' fian workers and describes what he
" thinks will be the modes of preaching
' the gospel in the fature; text, Romaas
L xii., 7, “Or ministry,let us wait on otr
ng.”
| While I was seated on the piazas of &

hotel st Lexington, Ky., ome eumm
_gvening, a gestleman asked me, ‘‘what
[do you think of the comiag sermon »*
. Isuppose he was asking me in regard
" 0 some new discourse of Dr. Cumming
of London. who sometimes preached
startling sermens,and I replicd, I bave
S pot seen it.” But I found out after

‘ward that he meant to ssk whatl
" thouzht would be 3 charicteristic of
the coming sermon of the world the
) of the future, the word. *-Cam-
. " as a noun produced the same
" % the word coming as an adj -ctiva. Bat
. my mistake suggested to me a very im-
- at aond practical theme, ** The Com-
g Sermon.”
S SBetore tae world is cohvarted the style
of religious discourse will have to be
verted. You might as well go iato
the modern Sedan or Gottysburg with
| bows and arrows. iostesd of rifles and
" bombshells and parks of artilery. as to
‘expect t» conquer this world for Gcd
the old styles of exhortation and
onology.Jonathan Edwards preaca-
~ od the sermons most adapted lo the age
" in whieh he lived, but if these sermoas
g now they would divide
; nea into two cl 1sses—those sound
| ssleep, and those waitingto go homs.
50 But there is & diseourse of the future.
- Who will preseh it [ hive 0o idea. In
- What part ot the earth it will be bora
- Jbave oo idea. In which decomionation
[ of Christians it will be delivered I can-
. mot guess. That discourse of exhorta-
o my be boru in the couniry meeting
' house on the bank of the St. Lawrence
or the Oregon or the Obio or the Tom-
’ or the Alabmi. The persoc
. who shall deliver it may this momen
. e in & cradle under the shadow of ra~
| Sierra Nevadas or in a New Eaga.d
 farm house or amid the rice fields of
southern Savanaas, or this moment there
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theoioyic:| semionarivs in the junior or

we pon of power. «r there may be com-
ing =om+~ new biptism of 1he Holy Gnost
on the churches. 8» thatsome of us who
now s and in the w.t'h tow.rs of Zion,
w Kkiny to a realization of our present
inefficiency, may presch 1t our-e.ves.

religion disc.urse will be tull of a hiviog
Christ in contradistinet:on
techoicalities.

Christ while cvery sentence is repe.itious
of His titles.

futare will not deal with meun in the
tbreadbare illustrations of Jesus Christ.
[o that comny add: 83 :here will b+ in-
stanees of vicarious suffering taken r ght
out of everyday life, fur there is nota
day when there is not somebodJy dyiog
for others - as the , physician saviog bis
diptheritic patient by saerificing his own
life ;as the ship captain going dowa with
his vessel whils he is geiting his pas.
sengers ioto the lifeboat ;18 the foreman
consuming in the bursing building while
heis taking a child out of the fourth

but a loving Christ, spreading out his
arms of sympstay to pre:s the whole

jote a Christian frame, and then we

atention,

course we want locowotive po ver and

rather be sympathetic, like Paul, and
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may be some young maa in one of our
There

midd e or sepior close, spapp ng that|Semina i

First ot all., 1 remark that future

to didactic

gleamiig =cimitars 10 charge on it.

how to preach, themselves not know-
ing how,
man in some of our theological semi-
Diries says anything quaint or thrilling
or un que.faculty and students fiy st
him and sot him right,

him out and smooth him down and chop
him off ustil he says everything jus: as
evervhndy else nve it.
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future religious discourse of the Cerist-
ian Churca arrives al: the Churches of
Christ in our great cities will be throng-
ed! -

We hear a great deal cf discussion
now 81l over the land about why people
do oot go 1o church. Some 84y it 13 be-
canse Caristianity is dying cut, and be-
cau<e peopls do not believe in the truth
of God’s word, and all that. They are
false reasrns. The reason is bec use
our sermons and exhort tions are unot

are in so many theologiesl
s professors telling young men

and I am told that if a yousg

and straighteun

Oh. when the

A d scourse may be fuli
f Chiist though hardly mentioning his
,ame, and a sermon may he ewpty of

That sermon or exhortation of the

storey window. You would be just
much a hero 1o the same crisis.

Ob,my friends. what the world waots
is not a cold Christ, not an intellectual
Christ, not a severely magisterisl Christ |

world 1o His 1oving hear!

Thne trouole i3 we preach audiences

presch thom outof it. We forget that
every auduor has so much capacizy of
and woen that is exhausied
he is restless. In all religious dis-
propulsion. We want at the same time
stout brakes to let down at the night in-
stant. It is a dismal thing, after a
heasrer has comprehended the whole
subjact, to hear a man say, «“Now to re-
capitulste,” and «A few words by way
of application.” aod **Ooce m-re,” and
«sFioally,” and - Now to conclude.”
Paul preach.d uotil midnignt, and
Eutyebus got sound asleep and fell oat
of a window and broke his neck. Some
would say **Good for him.” I would

of..

re-usvitate hinu. Taoat accident is often

quoted now in religious circles as a
warning against somnolence in church.
Itis just as much a warniog to ministers
agaiost prolixity. Eutychus was wrong
in his somno.ence,bot Paul made a
mistake when he kept on uatil mid-

mght. He onght to have stopped at 11
o'clock, and toere would have beeu
po accident. If Paul might have gooe
oa 1o 190 great length, Ict all taose of

us who ars now preacuing the gospel

remember that there is a limit to relig-
ous discourse, or ought to be, and toat
in our time we have no apostolic power
of miracles, Napoleoa in aa address of
seven mnutes thrilled bis army
aod thrillad Europe. Christ's sermon
on the mouat,t he model sermon
was less than 18 mioutes long at ordin-
ary mode of delivery. It is not electric- |
ty scattere i all over the sky that strikes
bat electricity gaithersd ioto s tina-
derbolt and hurled, 234 it is pot r.lig-
jous truth scattered over and spread out
over a vast reach of time, but religious
trat1 projected in compsc. form (hat

fl1shes light upoa the soul and rivew
its wndifference.

Waea the religious discourse of the
fatare arcives io this lanl aod 10 the
Christian Church, he discourse which 1e
t» ncouse the world and ~tartle the va-
tions and usher in the kingdow, it will
be 4 brief discourse. Hear it, all theo-
log:c+i studeats, all ye men and women
woo in Sabbath =chools aud otaner de-
partmeots are teiling for Carist and the
salvation of immortals—orevily. bre-
vity.

But I remark also that the religious
discour e of the fat ire of waich I speak
will be a popular discourse. Tnere are
those in these imes that speak of a
popul T sermo . us thouga ihere mast
be som« t1ing wrong about it As these
crtics aredull themsclves, the world
gets the impression that a Sermoa 13
good in proportion as it is stupid.Carist
was the most popalar preacher the woil 1
ever saw,and considering the small num-
ber of the world’s popuiation, had the
lsrgest audience ever gathered.He never
preached anywhers without miakiog &

reat sensation.Pzople rusaed out in the
wilderness to hear Him, reckless of their
physical necessities. So grest was their
acxiety to hear Christ, that taking no
tood wi b them.they would have faint-d
and starved had not Carist perfermed
a miracie aud fed them. Way did s-
m take the trath at. Carist’s
ad < ? Beciuse they all maderstoud it.
uetrated His sabject bv & ben and
hie by a bashel measure, by
andtal ofsalt, by a hirds flight, and
y & I'y's arom.. All the paoply koew
what He meant, and they flocked to
Him. A+d wha rae relizioas discourse
of the futaresppaars it witl not be Prin-
o togian, pot ilochestirian, Dot An-
dovetian, no ‘fiddletonian, but Oli-
'ai ical, unigue, earnest,
sngv~ ~f al! the woes, Wanis,
sins and so11c i an andi‘ory.

But wheo L4 0s Lortation or discourse
does come (nere will bes thoassod

vetic -p
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The Wonderful

wao'e rrath  »n this sutjeet, and so I
will tell it.
the futu:e, the gospel sermon to come
forth and shake the nations and lift
people out of darkmess, will be a
popular sermon, just for the simple
reason that it will meet the woes and
the wants and the anxieties of the

people.

ecclesiastical mummies sit 11g arourd to
frown upon the fresh young puloite of
Americs to try to awe them dowr, '
ery out: *Tut, tut, tu! Seosati nal!’
They stand 10-day preaching in ehucches | age
that hold a thousand people, and th re
are a hundred persons present, snd il
they cannot have the wotld saved in
th
want it saved at +1l.

right down into every man’s 1f:, and

' | mistaken

| ministry.

IS,

Time is 8t an end for me. aud eteratiy
begins.” Oh, my friends, whea our
wsteh has ticked,away for us the :
moment and our ¢lock b.s strock for
us the last hour, miy it be fvund we
did our work well, that we Jdid it in the
ve'y best way, and whether we
the gospel in public. or tavgnt Sa
classes or administered tot.e sick a8
physicians or bargained as werobants,
or pleaded the law as
busy as artisans or nus
me¢chanies, or were, like Muithy,
to give a meal to & hungry vbrist, or .
like Haonab, to make a coat fer )
paet or like Deborah, to rouse
of some timid Barak in
conflict, we did eur work in
that we will stand the test of
ment! Auod in that]

ts1e ting and vractical aad helpful.
S mae ows mig t -~ well tcll the

g

The rsligious discourse of

1!

There are in all our denominations

Tg
i3

i
B

:
i85t

eir way il seems as if they do uct
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That religious discourse of the futare
will be an everyday sermoi gring |stiumentaity, aod io w
exul'. But let done of us
unsaved, wait ‘for that
course of the future. It may
our ob«¢ qaies. It miy come
stopecut -r has :
the slab firty el
fora steamer ot
White Star live to take
but hail the first

a captiiny

i

it will teach him how L) plough, how
to do any work be is c«led t> d)>, how
to wield trowel and pen, and . pencil
and yardstick and plane. Aond it will
teach women how to preside over their

come
aftor

%y

:

i

housebold and how to educale their
children and how toimitat> Miriam and
Ester and Vashti and Eunice, the motb-
er of Timothy, and Mary, the mother
of C.l'-l..: thoso women who on
porthern and sou hern bati]l fields were
by the w u e for angels of
r’q fresh from ibe throne o God.

1 cannot unaersisnd ths nerveu -
ness of some of my bietbren s§ the
When the, ses « new-paper

 off the
’.'..,

.| man coming in they s1y. -*Alws. there sp'r u<leyes:ght
isa repoiter!* Every added reporter |be' lied the N
is 10,000, 50,000. 100 000 immorial |C r -t p t on the 8]
souls added to the aud tory, The tinw [and who would " &
will come wheu 1:l the vflm. towo

and city newspapers w 1l produce  the
gospel of Christ, ana svrmons preached
on the Sabbatn will reveber.te all
aroucd the world, and, some by
and scme by voice, all nations Wwill be
evang: lized.

The pract cal bearing of this is upon
those who are engag: d i« Christian work
not only upon the tuvological students
and young mioisters, but upon all who
preach the gospel, and all who exhort
in meetings and all of you who are do-
ing your daty. Do you exhort in prayer
weeting? Be short and spirited. Do
you teach in Bible class ? Though you
he ve to study every night, be ivterest-
ing. Do you accost people on the sub-
ject of r-ligion in their homes or in
public places ? Stidy adrnitness and
com POu sense. | :

‘A dying Christian took out his wateh
and gnve it to a fri-nd aod eaid: < Take
that waroh. I bave no more wee for it.

i
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key. :
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clusters or singly,
Studs and Links of all kinds
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