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Holds Decorations From Twelve !flaiio ns

. “Monty’s” Tribute To
The British Soldier

Triwmph of Character In War

Field-Marshal Lord Montgomery
of Alamein delivered a eulogy of
the British soldier that may well
become historic when he was
made a Preeman of the Oity of
London at GuHdhall’ on Thursday.

In the speeches in Guildhall, and
};ter mthl" h‘- tat the Ma

ouse, the herc of the da
PField-Marshal Viscount Mgn“gvmas_x
ery of Alamein; but in the mouth§
of the cheering people who saw him
drive in an open carriage through
‘the City, wearing the familiar
black beret and battledress, he
was still “Goed Old Monty” a title
no less significant of the .affect-
ion and high estimation in which
he is held by the chtizens of Lon-
don. He returned thanks from (he
Jalcony of the Mansion House as
one of themselves, a Lam%eth-
born Londoner, educated at St.
Paul’s School.

“London men feught with iae,”
he told the crowd, “all the way
from Alamein to the Baltie, fin-
ishing up in Berlin, You, too,
toufht here in London; and we
could not have won our victory n
the field if you had not won your
victory and stood firm as a rock

in London.”

The Prime Minister and Mrs. At-
tlee were among the company o
distinguished guests im  Guildhall
for the ceremony. Mr. Churchill

"~

Dame Clementine Churchill, was
given an ovation when she antered
the hall, A small group of winners
of the Victeria Cross had a place

and added his signature to ‘he
City's roll of fame, he came for-
ward te reply to an address by the
City Chamberlain, Major Irving
B. Gane. He said he wished to pay
a tribute to the British soldier,
the man who bore the heaviest
burden of the war and carrieq us
all to victory. “We do not like unr-
forms.” the Field-Marshal said,
“and from Cromwell's day to the
war of 1914 the Army was ane-
popular in England, The truth is
that we British are a martial but
wot a military race, We may hate
war and we may dislike uniferms
—but when we make up our minas
how gallantly we bear ourselves.”

He believed the foundations of
the spirit of the British Army were
threefold; a sturdy independence,
indomitable goed humour, and
tolerance. Those characteristics
brought out two more: endurance
"111 haraship and good comrade-
8

e sturdy independence which
was the most outstanding -chare
acteristic of the soldier gave him
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¢ ficulties of life behind* the

the resource to overcome the dife
.ine,
and the strength to confront un-
dismayed the unforseen dangers
of battle. The British soldier had
an immense capacity for adapting
himself to the unexpected. In the
desert he accepted the country as
he found it, applied his own
standards of behaviour in it, and
eventually became a more suc=
cessful nomad than the Arab a'm-
self. It had been said Lord .Mont-
gomery continued, that the British
were the- happlest soldiers in the
werld. They appeared to carry
about with them an inward cheer-
fullness which made able to laughat
discomfort and make a mockery of
danger.

The third national characteristic
possessed in full measure by the
soldier was he believed, his toler-
ance and all that it implied—
—friendliness, humanity, kimdness
towards others, understanding of
one another's ways—and that was
why the soldier had always been
liked by the inhabitants of so
many countries, Small actions had
revealed his fundamental decency
and simplicity. His love for the
children, his perscnal cleanliness,
his henesty and  self-respect—all
those things were noticed and ap-
‘preciated by friend and enemy
allke; and his instinctive sympathy
made the soldier the best repre-

‘We Heartily Join With

AW Loyal Prince Edward Islanders

In Adling Our Welcome —
#A Thousand Times Welcome'" - .

to a Distinguished Empire \ |
Soldier

e

| flourish unhindered. We had no

‘could not be present, but his wife, |-

on the dais. enjoyed living together in small
bodies, Each man would have a

'"HEAVIEST BURDEN job to do during the day: one
would light the petrol fire; an-

Lord Montgomery was received | other open the tins; a third cook
with great cheering when, having|the food; a fourth brew the tea,
signed the Freeman’s declaration | The English naturally organized

who fought with him in the war.

acteristics of the German soldier
as a pendant to
speech, he sald that during
war he always had In his caravan
the photograph of his enemy at
the time; you weuld find there now
the portraits of Rommel,
rimg,
ers. He
graph of his opponent and iry to
get into his mind. He had
critized, he thought, because, af-
ter capturing von

fon about the character and meth-
ods of Rommel, von Thoma's su-
perlor commander, that stoed him

sentative of his country abroad.

The quality of endurance in the
British soldier resulted from the
superb discipline of the Army.
That discipline did net consist of
a slavish obedience to orders, but

was a looser, more" rational,
framework of contrel in which the
soldier’s independence coul

always obeyed orders, and we ha
had our share of bad, ill-discip~
lined soldiers; but with few exe
ceptions British soldiers had bee
haved admirably, We could fight
longer without success than any
other people. An unquenchable de-
termination to restst was the
foundation for all our victories.
N THE DESERT
Again, the British soldier was
intensely friendly. He liked. to
make his friends and then to stick
to them, In the desert our soldiers

they found it easy to settle down
into a harmonious existence in'
which the individual had his own
definite part to play. That spirit
had great advantages im battle, be-
cause it led soldiers to help each
other and to strengthen each other
in critical times.

“Let us never forget the deb
we owe to the British soldier,” th
Field-Marshal concluded. “Let us
pay homage to' the man who bears
the full weight of modern battla,
How often he has stood firm be-
fore ,tyranny and opposition, the
last hope of the free ,world! . . .
I shall take away into the avening
of life many impressions, but the
one which I shall treasure above
all others s the picture of the
British soldier—staunch and
tenacious in defeat, kind and gen-
tle in victory—the one man to
whom the nation owes its heart-
felt thanks, For my last words I
would like to quote Drake, who
wrote thus to Queen  Elizabeth
nearly four centuries ago: ‘I have
not in my lifetime known better
men and possessed with gallanter
minds than your Majesty’s
people.’”

At the luncheon which followed
at the Manston Houte the health
of the new honorary Freeman was
proposed by the Lord Mayor.

In his reply Lord Montgomery
expressed his pleasure at seeing
present so many of the generals
the

Going on to discuss char-
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of the British Empire rests with
the youths of today, who should| a
be given every opportunity to de-
velop their talents and make good,
says Field Marshal Viscount Mont=-| h
.gomery, chief of the Imperial Gen-| t
eral Staff, .

‘This preoccupation with youth is| p!
reflect in almost eve!
by the famous wartime field com-| hi
mander now responsible for dire: h
ing his country’s military strategVy.
His duties take him in August to
Canada and the United States. a

“When the state has no further| d
use for my services I shall devote| G

future ?lty. He must be given a chancg
0

make good. Each boy must

n asset to the nation, In thess

dn'%; we can afford no liablilities.”

the boys themselves—and he
as spoken at many school funoe,
fons since becoming CIL.G.8~

the Fjeld Marshal constantly eme

hasizes the need for discipline.
“Our future as a nation mi
ang on leadership and character,
e sald in one such address .ast

June. “The youth of today have got’
to be tluﬁht discipline, The cause

lone without the ifrom haid of
iscipline is no good. If that 18
one we shall be all right.”

the remaining years of my life to One way in which this spirkt
the work of training youths,” he'! could be inculcated, he said, was
said recently, “so that they may| while ung men were undergo-
become worthy citizens of our| Jag their compulsory service n the
great and glorious empire, forces, Some 160,000 18-year-olds

“The goal we should alm at is| will be entering the British army
this: to train our boys to take| yearly and “our responsibility

their proper places in the come-
munity according to the abilkties of
each, so that they will be able to
take over from us older men and
lead the country in peace,

Fair Chance For Each
“I mean by this that each boy

surely to arrange the during that
time we teach them not only sol
dering but also those things which
will ensure that we return to civil
life better men in every way.

Vital Lesson

ust teach them leader

“We. mi

()
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his own particular talents. He must | ine e, 1
be taught to be master of nimuelf responsibility imposed or
and captain of his soul, He must! us by .natlonal service is also ou"
not be stifled for lack of opportu- | great opportunity. If we selze

.
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