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Criticisms as to Permanency of New
York Eur Sales Answered by

Managers. In

New York Times,

The New York Times of recent date
saysi—

The advisability of placing goods on
sale at the New York auction is dis-
cussed in the first annual report of the
Fur Sales Board of the Silver Black
Fox Breeders’ Association of Prince
Edward Island, and the following sum-
mary of opinfons is given:

Many of the wholesale dealers do
not appear to favor auctions on this
side of the Atlantic, and freely give
their opinion that such.sales cannot
become a permanent  factor in the
market. The reasons they advance are
first, that the directors of the United
States auctions are themselves fur
dealers, while the several London con-
cerns which carry on auction sales
never buy or sell for their own account
and thus do not enter into competition
with the bidders; second; that so far
many: of the lots put up nt. auction in
America are bid in by their owners,
and frequently bid up beyond their
values, just for the purpose of influenc-
ing the market. This is not permitted
in London, where the owner of a pelt,
or a lot ot pelts has only one reserve
bid. For these reasons, they claim, the
London auctions enjoy the confidence
of buyers throughout the whole world.

How much 18 in these objections we
can only guess. But time will tell,
the United States sales can be carrled
on on the plans of the London auctions
there seems no reason why they should
not become as important to American
trade as the London sales are to the
world’s market.

Officials of the New York Fur Auc-
tion Sales Corporation, who were in-
formed of these objections, made spir-
ited denials of the statement  put
down as facts in the above.

Taking up the point that the direc-
tors of the United States auctions are
fur. dealers, while the soveral Loridon
concerns which carry on auction sal-
es never buy or sell for their own ac-
co;ldnt. an officer of the fur company
said: '

“This may have been true before the
war started, but since that time . the
London auction companies have been
solling goods for their own account.
Regardless of whether this practice is
carried on only during the war or dis-
continued after the war, the fact that
fur dealers are interested parties in
the company that carries on the New,
York auctions should not be constru-
ed as detrimental to buyers. The con-
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pany is interested only in the selling of
furs and the personnel of the company
has no bearing on that point.

““There .is one very obvious advan.
tage that comes of having dealers in-
terested in the company that holds the
auctions. The dealers have the best
interests of the industry at heart and
they will not sanction holding a sale
at.a time when circumstances have
proved it would be disturbing to the
trade at large. An instance of this is
given in the decision to hold no June
sale here this year. In the past we
have found that the June sale has a
depressing effect on the manufacturing
trade, owing to the fact that prices re-
ealized at that time are generally low-
er than at other periods. The"Spring
catch is usually of a poorer grade than
others, and the skins, being of inferior
quality, sell for less, The manufactur-
ers in June are just selling their goods
and the influence of lower prices for
raw skins does not enable them to re-
alize the prices they should for their
merchandise.

“The fur markets that led before the
war had no such regard for the inter-
ests of the manufacturers. The com-
panies that ran them off were in busi-
ness to sell furs and make commiss-
ions, consequently we had the very un-
£ | settling influence of sales conducted
at times when the manufacturing trade
suffered injuries,”

Another official of ' the New York
company taking up the matter of “bid-
ding in”’ refutes the claim of the whole-
salers whose opinions were printed
by the Fox Breeders' Association, that
New York auction was reclaimed by
the shippers.

“There wasn’t 6 per cent of the total
amount of offerings bid in at the last
sale,” he said, * and it is easy to ex-
plain why even ‘this quantity  was
taken back by the  shippers. In a
large sale of the kind there are always
a number of the lots that pass unexpec-
ted by prospective buyers. Because
their value is not known when they go
under the auctioneer's-gavel, the bids
often do not represent their real val-
ue. Shippers are consequently forced
to buy them in, This explanation, I
think, will account for pretty close to
the 5 per cent. mentioned.

“The commission that has to be paid
by shipper and buyer alike is sufficient
to discourage bidding in. At the St.
Louis auctions the shipper is only ob-
liged to pay 2% per cent. selling com-
mission, but the shipper to the New
York sale who wants to protect his
offerings, must pay 5 per cent sell-
ing commission and 1 per cent.
count to the buyers. In other words
the shipper has to pay the same price
to protect his goods as to have them
sold. Consequently the charge that
furs are bid up beyond their values by
shippers to influence the market is
groundless.

“As fas as the protection of goods is
concerned, however, there is no auc-
tion held where this is not permissable
It is the ordinary practice for dealers
and shippers to the London sales to
protect themselves up to a certain price
The companies running the sales
undertake to do this for those who are
not present at the auctions. Not one
bid, but as many bids as are necessary
to . give the protection, are permitted
to all shippers and are made by re-
presentatives of the London companies
to protect the offerings of absent ship-
pers. g

“It is hard to understand why these
objections to the auctions have been
circulated. J. M. McLure of the Silyer.
Black Fox Breeders’' Assoclation was
present at the last New York auction
and sold several skins. He appeared

'to be more then well pleased with the

prices received and was understood to
be sorry he had not brought a larger
collection. of furs, In the future we
belleve. that the Prince Edward Island
Association will be well represented
at tho New York auctlon. .

Almost A C«nlenarlan

8T. JOHN, April za,—ms. ‘Hannah
Freeze, mother-in-law of Mr. J.' E. B,
McCready, of ~ Charlottetown  died
at her home Penobsquis; N. BA,
last night aged 99.
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, EDUGATION
"AND PROHIBITION
HON. MURDOCH MCKINNON'S TRIUMPH

The Commissioner of Agriculture in one of the Best
Speches He Has Delivered Makes the Opposition
Feel Very Cheap. He Exposes Mr. Hughes’
Peltiness in Boasting About His Daughter Being
Equal fo Seven Otber Ladies, and Shows how Wr.
Bell's Arithmetic would hardly do Credit to a
Schoolboy. He Proves that Education is Better
than Ever, and Declares that so Long as the
Liberal Wing_ of the Alliance Put Forward Men
Like Mr. Bell as their Champion, Just so Long
will Prohibition Prove Ineffective.

the legislature,

Hon MURDOCK McKINNON, said
that in rising to speak on the subjec
before the House, he was not unmind-
mindful of the fact that a great deal |
of time had been spent and a great
deal contributed to the discussion. He
thought that if that time and discus-
sfon had been devoted to the purpose
of giving to the electorate of the coun-
try an intelligent idea of what had
been done in the matter of public busi-
ness of the province in the last year,
or the last four years, the people
would have been well enlightened by
that time and something useful accom-
plished. It was quite clear, however,

listened to the various speeches during
the past few days, that the very oppo-
site had been the result of the, debate.
There could be no mistaking 'the fact
that a great part of the discussion
that had taken place in the House had
been solely for the purpose of becloud
ing the issue. Nearly every gentle-
man of the Opposition 'had prefaced
his remarks by observing that the pre-
sent time .was a serious and critical
one for the Empire and the world.
He thought that for Germany the sit-
uation was perhaps most critical, and
they all wondered how a civilized na-
tion like Germany could have descen-
ded to her present state. The answer
might be given in a few words: the
conditions in Germany were due to the
fact that there was a bureau in that
country which existed for the purpose
of garbling and misrepresenting facts;
and he thought that in Prince Edward
Island there was such'a bureau—"thc
bureau of garbling and misrepresenta-
tion,” it might be called. A few
months ago the people of the country
were given a sample of its work in the
general election and again, to an in-
tensified extent, in the bye-election
in Souris. So far as he could recol-
lect, there had been more garbling and
misrepresentation and more false and
pernicious statements issued to the
electorate in the last campaign than in
all other elections comhined in = the
length of his experience and with
which he had anything to do. And
when the truth was revealed and the
.falsehoods and misrepresentations in-
controvertibly exploded, that ‘““bureaun
of misrepresentations” withdrew mnot
one of its charges. These false state-
ments had been sent broadcast throug-
out the country for the purpose of de-
ceiving the people, and those who were
responsible for them had no intention
of undeceiving anyone. He did not
propose to follow the lengthy speeches
made by members on the other side
of the House, but he would refer to
a few matters which had strugk him,
to show the fallacy of their arguments
and the desperate attempts of the Op-
position to sgcure the slightest thing
out of which they could make. capital.
As he had observed hefore, nearly
every member of the Opposition, h\
opening his speech, remarked that it
was a serious-time; but he would say
there was a more serious time in our
history than the present, and that
time was about a year and a half ago
| when the war broke out. ' When the
war broke out the business of the

known it would be a long struggle, and
| it: was felt that it would have serious
offects on business; and it did have
‘that effect in every country. = With
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would say that the Government in the
public accounts tabled to the people

t , more than the gentlemen on the other

side of the House ever did in their
time. In order to show exactly how
every dollar was accounted for, an out-
side audit was made. This was the
difference between the two parties in
th s respect. ‘When the hon. ‘gentle
men opposite were in power they gave
a similar statement in the year 1891,
when they laid everything before the
public plainly; but after that they ne-
ver told the country, year in and year
out, what the true state of the finan-
ces was, although it had been clamour-
ed for time and again, They were in
power twenty years and never gave
the people afull statement. Whenever
'the public accounts were brought nto
the House in (former years they con-
tained just as much or as little as they
pleased to put into them, and the
country never knew what was the true
state of affairs. Those gentlemen of
the Opposition who had  been com-
plaining now of not receiving full in-
formation, : were some: of them mem-
bers of the government at’that tims,
and perhaps they would recall the ef-
forts of the (Conservat ves, when in
Opposition, to obtain from them such
a statement of the affairs of the pro-
vince as was given the public to-day.
Every year since the present Govern-
ment came into power, continued the
speaker, they had given a full state-
ment, holding - nothing back. The
public accounts were pecfctly plain,
a2~ the Oppos tion might twist the fi-
gures as much as they pleased, the re-
snlt was the same. As an example
ol the way in which the Leader of the
Opposition arzued, he would quote a
littie from- tho! ~entleman’s spuech.
He had said that when the Liberal

I party -came into poweér ‘there was a

debt of $171,000, and that there was
another debt, due to withdrawal of ca-
pital, amounting to $200.000. He ad-
ded these tozother, and made it $371,-
000 and coolly informed the. House that
at that time they borrowed enough
money to pay that debt and pay b per
cent, interest on L. This was the
starting point in his calculations, How
much did they borrow to pay off that
$371,000? He did not tell that to the
House, but perhaps he (Mr: McKin-
non) might mention the sum: it was
$176,000. If the Leader of the Oppo-
sition could explain to the House how
the L berals paid off $371,000 by bor-
rowing $176,000 to do it with, then he
would admit that that gentleman
should beon his side of the House
leading the Government. How ridi-
culous the statement was. Thero was
no foundation for it, and the hon.
gentleman opposite knew that perfect-
ly’ well.  But it was against his prin-
¢ ple to put the true state of affairs
before the country. - What was the
us® of following the gentleman further
In view of such staements, 80 ohvious-
ly. absurd?  The best statement, and
the only one upon which they could re-
ly, was that laid on the table of the
Houge and explained by him.

Hon. Mr. McKinnon then went on to
deal with some of the statements made
by the speaker who preceded him, Mr.
Hughes.  That gontleman had also
prefaced his remarks by the observa-
tlon on the seriousness of the time,
and go sorious did he regard it that he
was not going to quote from any school
reports or anythin| elso. bt was going
to give the Houseé “straight talk.” He
:told. id that $45,000 more was paid

o
and above what was paid by Liberals.
He made that statement in the House
md promised to table a statement, but
he had not yot done so.

r. HUGHES!
of oraer. That statement of mine
‘was not in regard to officials only, but
it covered the administration of de-
nﬂmenu as well,
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an increase of $46,000 in the depart-
ments?

Mr. HUGHES: Travelling expen
ses and departments.
Mr. McKINNON: I wonder how

much more he- will have added to it
before he is through. First it was
increase of salarieg over and ahove
what was paid by the Liberals in his
time.” Now the travelling expenses
are added in and some other matters.
It goes to show at least that the state-
ments at first made by that gentleman,
before he has had time to consider
them, will not stand the light of inves-
tigation.

Mr. McKINNON next went on to
dea]l with Mr. Hughe's remarks on the
oats question. The oats, he said, was
a sore spot to that gentleman, 'The
oats question was an unfortunate one
that should never have arisen had the
gentlemen on the other side of the
House performed their duty ag they
should have done, That gentleman
(Mr. Hughes) had essayed to prove
the loss of some $2600 on the shipment
of the oats. If he had been in his
place when the hon. member for Souris
made thig statement in regard to that
matter he would never have touched
y the subject again. fThere had heen
{ no undue delay; all preparations were
| made, plans.were laid and no time
| was lost that could possibly have been
avoided. There was no delay and no
loss of time, and if there had been,
whose fault was it? . They all knew
the history of the oats and that a com-
mittee wag formed to look after the
work of collecting it, and the hon.
member himself was a member of
that committee. A sub-committee was
appointed to look after the shipping
of the grain, and they were told they
could get assistance from the busi-
ness men throughout the country, from
the Premier and from the business
men in-the City. They appealed to
all those sources and obtained assis:
tance. /The hon. gentloman who wag
complaining was only a couple ' of
blocks away from the committee. How
much assistance did he ever give
them? None at all. If there was a
loss owing to lack of assistance, that
gentleman was one of those who con-
tributed to it. The committee went
to the Premlier for. assistance. . He
might have sald “I have my handg full
already; 1 cannot spare the time”,
but he did not. As Premier, he gave
all the assistance he could, and a8 a
private citizen he also helped them.
If there was any neglect, the hon.
gentleman opposite shared the guilt.
The committee did the best they could,
and they worked without the slighest
assistance from the hon.' gentleman.
This scandal served its purpose in the
last political campaign and since the
House opened members on the other
side had indulged in misrepresenta-
tion; but after the truth had been
placed before them séme. of the Op-
position said that they had never men-
tioned the oats question in their cam-
paign.  The people would give them
c¢redit for the fact. The hon. gentle-
man had also dealt with the hay ques-
tion had made the statement that no
Liberal had been given any contract
for the supply of any of the hay. - An!
incident had occured in the House the!
evening bofore and it required some;
attention. . fhat morning (Wednes:
day) .behind closed doors, while the
minutes were being read, a discus-
sion ‘arose consequent upon that incl
dent of the night before. In all his
8 years experience in the House he
(Mr, McKinron) had never known any
one to devulge any of the proceedings
that had oceurred in camera—with one
exception, made that day by Mr,
ughes. In the course of a few re-
marks on the subject, during the read-
ing of the minute, Mr. McKinnon had
expressed the opinion  that  the
 roason for the difference botwoen the
price of hay in this province and hay
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HEAVY FIGHTING
ON ALL FRONTS

Denies. Four

Germans Admil l.oss ol Trenches
and Claim Successes which Paris

Ships Sunk.

(Special to the Guardian.)

LONDON, April 23.—Battles of
heavy proportions have been in pro-
gress on all war theatres except the
Balkans.  Successes for Allies and
Teutonic allies are varied. Four ves-
sels, an Italian steamer, a French
barque and two British steamers it is
reported have been sunk by ' sub-
marines. -+ All the crews it is believ-
ed are  saved. Dr.Von Bethmann
Hollweg, German Chancellor, has re-
turned to Berlin after a visit to army
headquarters where he discussed the
American note to Germany concerning
Germany’s submarine - warfare with
the German leaders, = The Chancel-
lor's early return is taken to indicate
that Germany's reply has been formu-
lated.

On the Verdun front where for two
months Germans and French -have
been battling, the Germans, according
to an estimate by the French, to April
22nd used thirty divisions about 600,
000 men, or reinforcement, and suff-
ered heavy losses. The Germans claim
the capture of French trenches in Ver-
dun region southeast of Harcourt and
west - of Deadman’s Hill Paris re-
cords taking several German positions
in Avocourt Woods. Hill 306-is agdin
under heavy bombardment by the Ger-
mans. Artillery duels everywhere
which featured the fighting in France
and Belgium, were particularly severe
in the Belgian sector between Nieu-
port and Dixmude, south of the Somme
where French artillery concentrated
its fire on German trenches taken by
the Germans from the Byitish on the
Langemarck-Ypres road, have been
evacuated owing to flooods which
made consolidation impossible.

The Germans are using big guns
against Ikskull on the Russian front
and further south repulsed a Russian
attack in the Lake Narowitz region:
The annihilation of a German scout-
ing party and the destruction of an
Austrian ‘post is told of in Petrograd.
Ten German aeroplanes bombed a Rus-
sian aviation station at Ozal, an Is-
land in the Gulf of Riga.

The Italians and Austrians fought
a Sanguinary ' engagement on Carso
front near Selz, in which the Italians
captured 360 metres of Austrian tren-
ches and took a number of prisoners
a quantity of rifles and other war
stores. The Russians report in Cau-
casus region near Achkala, fifty miles
west of Erzerum, that they captured
an important sector of a Turkish posi-
tion Constaninople says that south of
Bitlig the Turks defeated the Russians
and sent them in retreat toward Bitlis.
In an engagement east of Mush the
Russians were forced to retreat. An
attempt of the Russians to debouch
south from Trebizond was stoppe dby
the Turks. ' There was fighting bet-
ween Turks and Russians who landed
on the Black Sea coast ten miles west

of Trebizond. The British relief
corps which is endeavoring to lift the
siege of Kut-El-Amara made further
futile efforts to advunce along the Ti-
gris river. Their failure is attri-
buted to the flooded conditions of the
country.

(Speclal to the Guardian.)

PARIS, April 23.—~An officlal com-
munication says ‘“west of Vauquers the
Germans tried during the course of the
night to capture one of our machine
guns, which ‘was particularly incon-
veniencing them, They were repuls-
ed. Eight prisoners remained in our
hands. West of the Meuse the ene-
my did not renew his attacks between
Mort Homme. A surprise attack
made by us in the wood of Avocourt
enabled us to take several posts on
road and make few prisoners. East
of the Meuse and in the Woevre re-
gion artillery has been only intermit-
tently active. The night was quiet
on other parts of the front.

(Special to the Guardian,)
LONDON, April 23.—An exchange
telegraph despatch says a Norwegilan
barque, name not given, was sunk to-
;mydbg a German submarine the crew
anded.

(Speclal to the Guardian.)

LONDON, April 23.—An official com
munication on the campaign in France
and Belgium issued today by British
war office is as follows: = “Last night
the King’s Shropshire infantry recap-
tured a' trench on the Ypres-Lange-
marck road which was lost April 19th.
Our line is re-established.

(Special to the Guardian.)

BERLIN, April = 23.—The = German
forces were compelled to . evacuate
their newly won trenches on the
Langemarck-Ypres road on account of
high floods which made the consolida-
tion of the positions impossible, ac-
cording to a statement issual to-lay
Ly the Cerman war oftice. 4 hand
grenade attack by the British south ¢f
8t kloi was repplsed.  French tren-
ches on the left bank of the Meuss.
Southeast of Harcourt and west of
Dead Man's Hill were captured.

(Special to the Guardian.)

CONSTANTINOPLE, April 23.—A
British camp on the Suez Canal has
been attacked by Turkish aeroplanes
the war office announced to-day. The
airships dropped bombs and returned
sucessfully, The announcement is as
follows:- On April 20th one .of our
aeroplanes carried out a flight of 300
milimetres over Desertto-El-Kantara
on the Suez Canal in three hours and
there pelted sucessfully with bombs
the enemy troops in the camps. The

aeroplane returned undamaged.

COL. ALLISON READY
FOR INVESTIGATION

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

OTTAWA, April 23:—Col. J. Wesley
Allison, has been interviewed. The
Ottawa I'ree Press, prints an inter-
view to-day in which the Colonel says
he i8 coming to Ottawa to testify be.
fore any commission which desires
his testimony or before all of them.
He stated emphatically he had never
made a cent out of his purchases for
Canada, that he had never seen the
alleged contracts for the division of
commissions over fuse orders as cited

in the Kyte charges, and knew nothing
of them, He had known Eugene Lig-
nanti formerly of the Ritz.Carlton, or-
chestra, only as a business man, and
ﬁad never divided any profits with
Am.

According to the report, Colonel Al-
lison has been a very sick man, and
is still a very sick man. He stated
the only request for his appearance
which he received was from the g)l
vison Commission, and that he had
answered by wire that he would be in
Ottawa as soon as he was wanted.

ENLISTMENTS

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

OTTAWA, April 19.—There were en-
listed in Canada during the first three
«months of the year for active sefvice
oversoas 88,676 officers and non-com-
missioned officers and men, according
to the detailed statement given by Sir
Robert Borden in the Commons to-day,|
in reply to a question by Dr J. W.
Edwards of Frontenac. During Jan-
uary the total number of enlistments
was 29,212; during February, 26,658,
and durlng March, 32,706. The num-
bers were distributed as follows for
the three mohths: From the three mili-
tary divisional areas of Ontario 41,725;
from the two divisions of Qneboc
6,695; from the Maritime Provinces
7,411; from ‘Manitoba and Saskatch:
owan’ 18,942; from British Columbia
and the Yukon 67,752 and from Alberta
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