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All the school trouble i< not coni‘incd to Princc
Edward Island; indeed conditions here appear to be
much better than in sutm- of our sister provineces.
In the report of Hon. R. H. Grant, Su, erintendent
of Edueation for Ontario we find the following signi-
ficant paragraph: i

“TIn 1919 there were 5,757 rural schools in Ont
tario. Out of this'number five had an average at-
tendance of one pupil, 12 an average of L\\() 82-an
average of three; 64 an average of four; 79 an aver-
age of five; 5 i e of six, and 1,400 \\'ith an
aver: s than ten,”  In half the
rural ice of Ontario the average
attendan ten.

Ontario 0l ¢ oldest and, in
of industrial and agricultural progress
prosperous province in Canada, :

Consolidation of adjacent districts -is recom-
mended as a remedy. At best the remedy, the only
logical one in sight. wil v but a lmnml one. The
cause of the trouble goes farther back than poor ve-
muneiation for teachers althiough that also is a very
important factor. The shortage of children through-
out the wi ntry is.in itself a problem, an oui-
the orowing (-mnn‘w""i"l and lnxurv-living
trend of present day education is another.
Iducation is lwn“ ‘measured today bv its ability t.>
carn Children are sent to S¢hool not to be
ceducated: but tolear ;1 U.,w * hest and quickest, to make
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vd, and onlv :‘”" [ and the
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TANGIBLE
gt
iy b cal preliminaries that foretold
ning of the Taxation Act probably the 1@>olu-
roducing the bill, as published in \wltl(l Ly
i 11 oceasion little surprise.  What other
) 1 haverengendered or will vet en-
1der remains e, In any case the proposed
ation is out of all proportion to the present needs
of the provinee. A reasonable addition had been ex-
sected, notwithstanding the promises made by Lib-,
cral mer hefore the clection that no additiona
taxation u"*"(l be levied if they were elected. Now,
:wcm'dirw to the programme ma pped out, they are
00 l even the fearsome infliction they!
the ele klll"l campaign wWoi 114
eturned to power.
st 'tmmnt the taxes
they ] and ‘away heavier than
even the orossly exdegerated alleged  taxes thev
falsely claimed would be imposed if the Arsenaull
covernment were returmied to power.
[f it had been shown, or ¢could be shown, that
such an infliction the proposed tax was necessanry
we have no doubt the people would  submit to it
patiently and patriotically. Tt has not been so shown
el the contrary the propaganda carried
on sin e clection to show the need of extra tax-
ation ha n exposed as prossly exageerated and
misleading. A reasonable addition to our taxes
would have been tolerated, was necessary in faet,
to give cither covernment a working latitude to make
provision for needed improvements, for better
schools, for better roads and for a better provinge
every way, but we submit that the tax proposed under
the new bill, added to.the education tax and the road
tax previously ilmim‘wl is unreasonable and unjust.
Take the poll taxes alone. Many farmers have two
or three niy-one yvears of age at home.
On the [armes three sons, four in all there i
the ywovineial poll tax of $8,—$125 a road:
DOt 50, —%10: and education tax of not less
than $2 .n;'l nol more than $3, say $2, a tetal for the|
four men of 8. Here i a poll tax of-$30 alone be-|
sides the tax on the farm and the personal property |
which may easilv add $45 to $560. or a total tax on an/|
ordinary farm fortunate or unfortunate enough to
have three sons and a father, of approximately $100.
A number of Liberal members put forward the argu-
ment that in many instances the grown up sons are
either fishing or lumbering and consequently able|
to pay their own po Il tax independent of the farm.
‘ iculong un and .does not applv|!
hundred.  Anyway where it
npl v, ‘where the sons or anv of them are mak- |
inde l iving special provision could be
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s faxation scheme shows incompetence
he part of the government. Havin!
secured their election on flagrantly false pretences|
they have launched out 1ipon a frenzied finance ex-
pedilinn which appears fo have nothing behind it ex- !
cept idea of revelling in an occan of limitless op-
portunitics for exe ml't ure.

What discussion of the bill will bring forth and
what excuses the independent Liberals, who boasted |
before the fh'(l)ml that they could run the country
without additional taxation, will put forward re-!
m ‘oins he seen but the whole country is s2ethine
\\ltl‘ it and wa have no doubt there will b
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THIS iS MY FRIEND

Let me tell you how I made His
acquaincance

I heard much of Him hut took no
heed.

He sent daily gifts and pres
but I never thanked Him,

Ho often seemed to want
dship, hut I remained cold.

I s homonless and wretcheq and
tarving, and In peril every hour,
and He offered me shelter and com
fort and food and safety, but I was
ngrateful siill,

At last He crossed my path and
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THE BIRCH TREES
(The Boston Transcript)

They stand in the woods alone,
oiten- in groups like a snu ing
party, debutantes,  waiting  the
comine ol wdmirers, The light thai
falls propeirly upon them accentun
ates their slim beduty and their givi
By the of loncly: lakes!
rivers with the wind blowin:

ol

ishness, side
“and
'\:[nm thenr they hive graces as
beautiinl dancers In still hours
tliey look down on calur witers aid
ceflected in the thereol,
ceems like slender marble coluntisg
They are the fov
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s0 stately as the elm, not
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In ;reen 1!:.&:11)1"0.‘44 beside the still
waterg, there is rest for the soul,
even of thé tree, Here grows the
river birch whose gace has won
for her the name of ‘“the lady of
the woods."”
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AN OBJECT LESSON
(The Quebec Telegraph)

An. object lesson of the ultimate
result of strikes comes from Win-
nipes, where the cost of living hus
become so desperate because of the
reduced net wage owing to strikes
and lav offs that savings are being
gradually exhausted and visions ol
future
are becoming clearer As a resul
a \\‘hnl(»"um,\' ol men women and
children are movinz qut ol the
country to take up land, though
many of them mechanics
blacksmiths, carpenters nasons
and artisans ol otisr ¢ They
find that they cannot make enhds
meet, and that the higher the wupe
the harder are the times ..cery-
body will wish good luck to those
who are plucky enourh and happy
enough to get back to the land
from the difficulties and hardships
ol the price ol living in the cities, l
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re’s No Denying the i'Char'nWl Of

Paton’s Suits

LEXHIB [IIN(( A NOVELTY IN STYL l\'(‘

A QUALITY IN.FABRICAND A FINISHED PRECISION IN
TAILORING UNEXCEL LIKD in Tweeds, coverts cloths, tricotine and
very fine serges, Sand, navy and black. Several distinetive styles to
choose from in plain or belted models. Beautifully lined with silks to
match,  Sizes for women 36to 44 Priced from $27 to $98.

Come to Patons for Your Spring Dress

whether it be a lovely confection in silk, satin or combination = silk and
georgettes, it’s here. Our t tailoredserge or jersey dresses from $19 fo
$30 are 10'1(1\' to make you the bestdressed person in Charlottetown,

Wonderful Values in Stunning Spring Coats

You should not fail to see these, as they ave
medelg ereated by world-renowned (loswnom for women in and
coverts. - They radiate that atmos phcre of class which is so much ap-
preciated by particular dressers. Priced from 21 to 567,

Express the Springtime Indoors with New [ raperies

Nothing brightens up a room or brmgs it a more cheery Springlike
atmosphere than fresh new hangings of mmted chintz and flower pt
terned cretonnes.  We have all these desirable drapery fabrics in plenty
“of harmonious coloring and tasteful designs.

/

New Pullover Sweaters

A host of new colors to select from, made in dainty. slipover

full sleeves and pretty tie sash.
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L THE PATRIOT AND
| Tl TEAUS

1. 8ir,~ I Notice in the Paiyio
terday the following emen
“Upward  of  $100,000  additiond
S will be nced ry (o e
ting caahers of provinee
alurics asked tor an ageeed o
tween themeand the nent
{December of last yea
In a statement givin
published in bhoth the G
Patriot, it showed that the
[H IR Lt ural
tovernmeat apder the
would $54,800, a
last scale if the d
garded to raise
according to c¢l o
Government expendiiure
only $98.642 more than
pended last year, i
To provide the larger scale ol
require only about $120,000
government and districts combil
than was spent by both las
Exaggerated notlons s
| amount required, gre sometine
{cause of the defeat of w\mll‘:
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e s
..."'""‘.0‘.0'000"1’.0‘

THE PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open Vor the
discussion by correspond.
ents of questions of inter:
est. The Charlettetown
Guardian does not necess-
arily endorse the opinions
expressed by its corres-
pendents

shauid b
If you've failed to
ilicance heretotore
ling to be disillusion
od even in 2207 Would you pres
fer to be left to enjoy your pleas
canl deverie, rather than face the
tern reality?  We can't attord to
close our ¢yes to the fact that while
Vrhese pipes deeanms are being indul
$ childron (HE

wed ing our

Lest years. ol their lives
You insipuaie
swiois Clotter
ulterior motive.
al cread that T have, he epitom
Zod i row words. I believe
more inomen than ino pladforms or

I helieve that the
men.of clusracter and
the -hest  possihle

sl nujust o of unwise
Until we are ready to

¢ party lines and consider only
the indivkual merit of the candi
date, we can't expeet to raise poli-
ticy to a plane where selfishness
and partizanship will disappear,

It is a hopeful sign of the times |
that the public mind is undergoing
a change. There is a growing real
ization that the test of administr
tive efficiency ‘is not niggardly |
economy but a renewed life and
vigor in every branch of the public
ervice People are beginning to

dize that they can’t eppect (o aries they could lessen cons!
cnjoy facilities—above all, cduca- | the amount that 1T have
tional facilities,—for which they |to be raised by the distr
are .unwilling to pay. All indica the same time adopt
tions confirm the helief that they | scale asked for
will support any legislation (hat at: | I am Sir,
tempts a permanent solution of our | J
{4 educational preblem,
e The true legislator,
W0 ot very much con
measure of appre
he meted out to him.
political axe to grind and there
fore does not cater for reelection
He has an ideal and does hesitat:
to sacritice hig political career for
a prineiple.  And what greater prin
ciple is there than the moral right
of every child to an education irre-
spective of his .nlv.ul ages of birth,

If, “Up West,” you do not wish
your letter to determine to whic hl
vou beleng, will you write a lett |
over your own name and state | QB
clearly whether or not you think
that the.prineiple I have jusi ¢nun-
ciated should transcend all par tl/ i
ghip and political self-see kink?

I am your: very respectinlly

1l appirent
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T'he followi copi from )y b
the Patriot, reply to “Up
West aoreeent issue of that

paper:

n
policio soloe
o

i

ahility
g

of
nishes
Charlottetown

May B 1 Hrks)
Dear “Up West.! would "i.

I am not x('m\m;: to. you lettor vas 8
in any retaliatory spirit, 1 don’'t fcel
the least personal 1'(-54\1\!:1\4%{ 1o
wards you, but I do feel u ¢ h
legitimate anger. Your let hay
revealed the very political coude that
has always been the banc¢ of our
Island politics. ‘

1 haven't enquired for your anmne
because {t doesn't interest me,
know you, however, oiiy (oo well
as the partizan politiclan. T kaow
you as the repregentative of that
class, whose participation in p'»H
tics is not inspired by wny motive
of service, but by their ow: persona!
interest and aggrandizement, I
know you as the man wno coi, ey
politics merely a game and the
electors. mere pawns ho‘moved
back and forth fer wn
fish purposes. 1 know yon ag
opportunist who would unzerupul
ously sarifice everytling on the al

(o

efd.,

D. SEAMAN:

4ouy 8¢ however; is
1ed about (he
ciation  (had

e has no

almost
the peesent
ty this prov.
i nothing

The clags you typi
wholly responsihle 1ar
conditiong of educ .mnn
ince. You have cousi
too saerad (o Iy §
political maelstrom.
oven. made an €x v;(’.,»
tion which ahe
tion sasuld b
of controversial politic

of educ
her gaes
lomain
You- have
to he nunied
hack and forth 1o suni! the oxigen-
cies of vour politienl desion
You find fault with me hecause |
didn’t write this letier to the Legis-
lature three or four years ago. Iam
(ot aware of having made any great
digelogure, | meroly remphasized a

E,R'GHT 'S )
OlAggETES

LE” JELLIGAN.




