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THE GOVERNIENT
AND MR. CHAMBERLAIN.

It has been objected that the Lasurier
Govarnment his nat been sympathetic as
it ought to have been toward Mr. Cham-
berlain’s proposals, and that baving made
a preference in favor of British goods as a
free gift, asking nothing in return, there
was last springa threat made by our
Finance Minister that if we are not pre-
sently granted some advantages for our
products in the British market our pre-

Aereuntial tariff may be withdrawre, Ia re-
gard to the first of these objectioas it may
be observed that Mr. Chamberlaic’s pre-
posals as set before the British people are
not official. He has put ttem forward-as
a private member of the House and
neither of the two political par.ies ia the
United Kingdom is commit‘ed to them.
In this view of the case it is difficult to
see how our Gevernment ocould have
taken aoy official notice of Mr. Chamter-
lain’s movement. Is will be time enough

to do so when his plllll have been formu-
lated for approval or rejection by the
British Parliament.

As t> the second objection we canuot
think the course of the Laurier Govern-
m>nt has been more than partly con-
sistent. Iv was certainly insisted on the
part of the Government in 1897 that the
preference coacedea te the Mother
Coant:y was a free will offering on the

oo | PBTE of Cauada, without expectation or

consideration of favors to be received in
return. It was upon this feature that
our political parties divided, the Coa-
serval've coutention being from the firs:
that i we gave a preference we were
entitled to preferantial treatment ia
return. I5 is now apparent that in this

as in some other matters the Government

' ot the day has slowly come around to the
. Opposition view of the matter. On no
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other ground can the threat of Mr.
Fielding to abrogate the pieseat pre
ference, unless we are accorded prefer-
ential treatment by Britaia, be explained.
What is of more consequence, however,
is a recent statement by Hon. Mr. Sifton,
delivered before the Canadian Club in
Ottawa, and which is the first break of
the policy of ministerial reticence on the
subject of inter-imperial preference since
the Chamberlain movement began. Mr.
Sifton implies that Sir Wilfrid Laarier
made a definite offer on behalf of Canada
at the Colouial Conference last year which
is prastically the basis of Mr, Chamber-
lain’s movement. That offer was that
Canada would improve the exoiting pre-
ference of 33} per ceat. by an additional
preference on lists of selected artfcles|
given in three diffcrent ways—by further
reduciug duties in favor of the United
Kingdom, by raising the -duties upon
foreign imports, and by imposing duties
on certain foreiga imports now on the
free list. Mr. Sifton implies- that the pro-
posals made at the Colonial Conference
last year are still open, and that not only
Canada, but Australia, New Zealand,
Cape Colony and Natal stand ready to give

s

Mother Couatry shall respoad ia kiod,
The London Standard takes the ground
that Hon. Mr.Sifton’s statement has clear-
ed the ground, and we think it has done
so to a certain exteat. R ad in connec-
tion with the the procéedings at the
Colonial Conference and the rather  start-
ling statement of Mr. Fielding made last
spring in Parliament, we conclude, that
the pasition of the Cinadian Govermnment

is this: We stand ready to maictain and
increase t> some extent our té.rlﬁ’ pre-
ference toward the Mother Country if the
Mother Country will give us a fair pre-
ference in her markets, bat if shs ' will
not do this, the ¢xistirg preference may
be in whole or in part withdrawn. This
vosition is not easily reoonpllﬁble’ “with
the declaration that our preferemhl tariff
was a free gift to the Mother Couatry,
but it affords a pretty strong motive to
the British people to accept the princi:
ple of reciprocal prefereace toward' the
Colonies. There is for them something
wore to gain it they accept, something to
lose if they rejeot; the Chamberlalns ‘pro-,

posals. o —

AN IMPORTANT MEETING.

G. E. Hoghes, M. L. A, President of|'

the Merchant’s Association has called a
meeting of that body, and of all others
{nterested in fire incurance in the City
to be held this Monday afternoon at 4
o'clock In the City Court Room. The ob-
jeot is to consider the late increase and

the proposed further incrme {o the n&a : { ‘

of insurance.
The situation in briet is this: Harly in
the year the Board of Fire Underwriters

as ageunts of the different companies dc-

ing business here notified the city ¢f an
advauce of 25 cte. per $100 to take effaot,
as it did on §1 st of July last,
further advance of a similar amount to
be added on 1st January next, becauss of
the alleged inadequacy of water supply
and fire protection service. They claimed
at the time that a second main

‘| water pipe with an additional supply of

CHRISTMRS

the hint?

to find himself the

his new apparel.

|
!

Our holiday stoek of Boys’

Did you ever notice the 'enthusiasm with
which a little fellow hunts for pockets when
he pﬁts on a new Suit, Reefer or Overcoat ?

Ever notice the satisfied smile that spreads

over his face when he has found them? Take

Nothing so satisfies a boy on Christmas, as

proud possessor of some-

thing new ia the way of Clothing.
He’ll play with toys awhile and then throw

them aside, but he always struts around in

and Children’s

Clothing is now on display, and a more bril-
liant exhibit of styles never saw the inside of
a Clothing Store nor of any other store thgt ; -“3

carries Boys’ and Children’s apparel,

Give the Boys a useful Christmas Gift.

Prowse Bros.,

THE CLOTHIERS.

water should be obtained; that new hose
reels, hose and suitable horses should be
procared, repairs maie to the fire eogine,
a patent fire alarm installed and an in-
spector of electrical appliances appointad.
If these things were provided they under-
took to remove the added insurancs rates.
The City Couccil has passel a resolu
tion to appoint an electrical icspector,
conditional upon the removal of the extra

| insurance rate, and has complisd with the

demand of the Fire Ugsderwritersin all
other matters excapting the fire al&rm,-‘
which:it has been intimated,the latter are
willing to forego for the preseat, in con-

sideration of the outlay for other im-

provements in the fice protection service.
The points to e considered at the meet-
ing are how to bring about a full aceord be-
tween the Underwriters and the City. It
seems highly desirable that the Under-
writers should be represented at the
meeting and that a strong effort shall be
made to reach an agreement to restore the
normal and reasouable rate of insurauce.

It is estimated that the proposed in-
crease, past and prospective, of 50 -cents
per $100 would amcunt to from $15,000,
to $20,000 yearly. This is a’serious matter
and the more so as the city has already
incurred an outlay of between $50,000 :and
$35,000 to provide the new wells, water
main, the repairs of the reservoir
and %improved fire protection ser-
We hope to see a large attendance
at the meetirg. The City Ceuncﬂ will
hold its regular meeting in the evening,
and may be guided to a considerable
extent bythe results of the public meeting
in the afternoon. °

vice.

CARDINAL ESPINOSA DEAD.

MAapRID, Dec 9—Cardinal Herrer Es-

pinosa, Archbishop -of Vale ncia, is dead

To cure a headache in ten minutes use

Kumfort Headache Powders.’

e

Cigar Talk
We certainly carry a
very swell line of -cigars
up as high as 25¢c each.
We have these put up
for Xmas trade in the diff-

erent grades in boxes of 10
and 25°

We pui'pose giving you g

great snaps on-these, :
Till after Xmas we are
retailing many 15c. cigars
at2fora ). ;
2 for a ¥ at 100¢..
10c for 5¢ so on,
These are on display.
Come in and have a chat
on the cigar question and

hear our prices. _
,Ph.B.

AW, RcddiP
Druggist,

The Square
bum:ymde. A

a new or inereased prefmnoe to "Brit/sh}’
products in their markets whenever the |

and a J»‘j

F

The promoters of the new hotel projccs
have net been idle and it is understood
havs met with favorable resp'mses in
certain influential quarters. It is ucder-
stood that the Steam Navigation Company
bas consented Lo take stock to the amount
of $10,000. and Mr. McDonald of Dalvay
$5.000. The committea are in correspoad

with the proprietors of the Plant Line,

asked and expected. The Guardian is in-
formed that there is now a g3od prospect
that the movement will be succe:sful.
The Committee hope to have the contract
for the erection of the building let in the;

in the spring.

Millville Items-- .

We find KENDRICKS . LINIMENT gives
excelleut satisfaction. and our sa‘es con-
stantly increasing. -
WM. COUTSHARD.
Millville, N. B.

Just Arrived,—Two car-loads Sleighs,—
all latest and up to date styles in one and
two seats. Also Robes in Giey, Black
and Brown. Our prices are low ‘and cur
terms of payment made easy. Call and

from whom a considerable subscrip’ion is:

near future so that work may begin eq{'ly :

W i»ixﬁ%ﬁ nbwﬁn'mﬁxs“*&é uﬁh”
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4rednced to per yard

. impossib.e
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If you have a. Chnstmas obhgat:on th dw- :

_charge, isn’t this Just the department to vmi
"You know Sﬂks make lovely Xmas Glfts, aad

then look at these wond.erful va’lues. i

-

A specxa] lme of plam a;}d ,}iancy

striped Silks, at peryard

ylard',-";per ydrd hovf 5 . 4

wuy W we % -
o V'_"

5 o

All our fancy Silks, wor;h:qp’ o 75 a

$.570

All fancy Sllks, worth up to $x.z 5, per T

yard mow . &

(EY

A .ot,‘of. Fancy R1bbons at a big dlsconnt.

ACtual R \tl’t')

CANADA LIFE ASSURANCE Co.. TORONTO.

DEAR S:iRs:—In.acky: . iedgin
exprm my satisfection with thesoulgeg;? :&tt:‘
My, policy, No 8726, was

PERTH,

and Not “Estimates rmmt.

ONT. Aug, !olh.tecs.

ik

paid ten premiums.of 548 e.:}s: :?&?ﬁ:ggrm‘ pian in 3870 ’-;!’ M and 'I
greater than the tom cost of the ¢

The surplus payvmeat You now ma
policy by $41.20 and { ha o
T h-rdly;: & . ve received the $r,000 in
over i1,0u0 in adqit
e fovning on, besides the ins

1 ecngra.tulate the Canada

W. K. Rogers,

Manager P, E. Island Btanch
Charlottetown,

see samples.—A. Horne & Co.

|

A Christmas Reflection
will be a gratifying onme if coat,
waistcoat and trousers - have been | !
made to measure here,  ‘That pur-
ports much as we regard faithful
tailoring — latest pattems, ~of
course ; measuring as a science ;

cutting as an art ; sewing and ﬁn-
ishing judged by the ‘highest stan-
dard of excelleuce. Real merit
marks every garment made by -

12 4d 2w

a;
for me 10 say that to havdeqnllllémv
uirance ptotecﬁon ell thne yeéars,

Life on & record which might Jalmost be considered

Q:rted

-Ymmly

FABALL s

{:"Mw&rmml ae-ln to .

learned

Phonognphg

ublic beneﬁts to be denved
le.—~JoHN BRIGHT.

Iu tlw Benn Pitman System

'MW

as to ‘be readily |0
e.paclty,lldth'

m it are incalcus

o{ thaﬂr-

B R w5 1v

[
ra

‘;}I' F 4

yet e has already proven WhatRe “Photiographic Inihtute
mended him to be ‘‘a competent teacher of Phonography.”

5

$

b

‘NOW isa good time to join tl{e

For full partxculars and ratés a.pply to the

t\.-a'&

Fi

her recommendatxon or introductxon ask ANY member of his cl :
re, the Benn Pitman system is taught from*the ’ Pitman-ﬂé

Qext-books, consequently the students find no dxﬁculty in readms -
i1otes. ' 154 b

g Charlottetown . Business, . Colleg e

L. B, .mLLER, Princpial.

Dec.q,d &w tf.




