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are important sources of timber supply. It is
urged that these be '‘harvested” in the same
way as other crops, but over a loug period, “in-
accordance with good forestry practice.”
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“The Strongest Memory is Weaker Than
the Weakest Ink.”
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Banner Year

C.N.R.:- Has

It is encouraging to note from the year-
end review of Mr. R. C. Vaughah, chgirman
and President of the Canadian National Rail-
ways, that the system will again turn over to
the Fedéral treasury another substantial sur-
plus totalling $25,000.000 after the vear 1045
operations. T'is is $2,000.000 more than the
net cash profits of 1044 despite the fact that
operating revenues are somewhat reduced due
to lower freight tonnage handled and fewer
passengers carried in the latter months of the
year.

Mr. Vaughan also announces that the com-
pany's post-war reconstruction and rehabilita-
tion programme is well advanced and that a sub-
stantial cash reserve has been set aside to
take care of the undertakings planned. This
should have the effect of keeping up well the
employment tevels, for after six years of war
the continuous heavy strain on railway equip-
ment and facilities will necessitate a great deal
of repairs and renewals that had to be defer-
red in orde: t» meet the record demands made
upon transportation services.

Throughout the war vyears the Canadian
National made a contribution to victory that
stands unequalled on this continent and the serv-
ices it has centinued to render since the end of
hostilities also have been great, particularly in
respect to the repatriatioa of Canadian service
personnel and of British prisoners-of-war home-
‘ward bound from the Pacific. The part played
by .the C. N. R. employees in all branches of
the service could not be excelled. Their accom-
plishment of the tremendous tasks upon which
they were called to perform showed not only

a deep loyaltv and faithfulness to their com-

pany but to their country in whose cause they
neither failed nor faltered in their aid to make
victory. sure. .

Probe

That Petered Out

I

“ A matter of serious concern to Canadian
taxpayers is the operations of the huge busi-
ness known as War Assets Corporation. This
Government organization has. heen handling
sales at the rate of ten million dollars a month.
It has sold some $40,000,000 of war plants, and
other big deals are pending. To investigate its
operations a parliamentary committee was set
up. This committee, it was revealed by Mr, J.
M. Macdounel, M.P- for Muskoka-Ontario,
was nothing but a “solemn farce.” It held eight
meetings, heard a “pleasant” report on general
principles but never reached the point where it
could get its teeth into any of the consequential
ghings that War Assets Corporation was doing.

Parliament hag now prorogued, and this
{g,rcical comnmittee no longer exists. As the
Financial Pogst well says, the taxpayer who

should have had the protection of a, thorough
parliamentary scrutiny of these deals, has been
side-tracked.  Businessmen who are chaffing
under petty cr gross inefficiency in operation of
the Corporation have no redress. It will be at
least another three months, possibly much
longer, before Parliament will again have a
chance to review and probe the activities of this
most important post-war undertaking. This is
clearly not gooa enough.

Judging by complaints which have been
heard even in this Province about the waste and
extravagance of War Assets sales, even in com-
paratively small- matters, . the failure of Parlia-
ment to probe this Corporation's activities s
nothing short of scandalous,

Forest Depletion

In a soecial supplement to Canadian Af-
fairs, prepared by the Canadian Information
Service, details are given of tlie pulp and paper
industries of the Dominion. It is pointed out
that the spread of democratic ideas throughout
the world is hoand to result in an cver-increasing
demand for e products of our forests. In 1943
Canadian paper exported was worth $161 mil-
lion and ‘wocd pulp an additional hundred mil-
lion, ninety per cent of the newsprint “export
going to the Urited States. More than 33 per
cent of Canada's total ‘land area is forest. about
493,000,000 acres of which are “accessible”;
that is to say they are capable of profitable
commercial exploitation. The important ques-
tion is, of course, that of conserving future
supplies. [t is asserted that continuous crops
of timber cin be assured if the might methods
of protecting the forests from exhaustion are
employed. .

It is not rerely, or mainly, commercial use
which is resporisible for the . devletion 'of our
timber resources. The ravages of fire and in-
sects, according to competent authority, con-
stime more timber than that needed for the
satisfaction of pulp and paper, lumber or fuel

sequirements. What can the general public,
ﬁn if made “forest conscious” do about it?
much, perhaps, towards fightthg the if-
" sect menace, but it can at least make a valu-
able contribution to the firetprevention cam-
paign, by scrapulous obedience to the regula-
jons  and  warnings of responsible authorities.
¢ organization of an adequate conservation
, and the task of seeing that it is properly,
t, must be left to the Governments and
s upoihte’;l'bv _wNo plan, how-
be succeesful the 'co-operati
public.  There are the farm lbmwﬂ:g

hundred and forty-six.
* % % %

Many were on the march ‘yesterday paying
their respects to friends an:i acquaintances.
* X X

Hogmanay is the Scottish name foy the dgy
preceding New Year's Day; it was misspelt in
Monday'’s issue.

* w x :
The hotels did a bustling business olq_year's
eve and New Year’s morn, And everyone seem-
ed happy. .
The pelt show at Summerside will be the
principal event of the current week, and all in-
dications are that )’.t “‘ill l)ro:e a marvel.

The new year was literally danced in by
hundreds of young and old; the Charlottetown
was never so crowded as it was on the present
occasion, and the same- may be said of every
other celebration.
* * ok
Undoubtedly this New Year entered aus-
piciously. With all the assured hope and pros-
pect of prosperity, we have reason to be thank-
ful that we are spared to lend a hand in the up-
building of :he new era.
. * ok * * X \
Where would we have been now had we
not the Hotel Charlottetown? It has become’
the centre of business and social activities, and,
thanks to the admirable management of Mr.
and Mrs. Mould, the prime attraction for vis-

itors from elsewhere.
*

* kX

General James Wolfe, British soldier, born
this date 1727 distinguished himself in Fland-
ers, in the rising of the “Forty-five”, and in
Lis brilliant victory and noble death on the
Heights of Abrahim *at t.he *taking of Quebec.

During the war years approximately 38.000
Canadians died on the field of battle and an-
cther 36,000 of tuberculosis. The enemy abroad
is beaten, but the enemy at home is still taking
its toll. Tuberculosis is not inherited. It is a
communicable disease, passed from one person
to another. Mass surveys help to find these
danger spots in thi ctlmnluni:y.

The Aliies “swing back” began in earnest
this date 1942: at Washington, Britain, United
States, Russia. China, the Netherlands and 21
other States signed a pact pledging each to
employ all its resources against the Axis; Chin-
ese troops moved into Burma; South Africans
entered Bardia, capturing about 7,000 prison-
ers and releasing over 1,000 British war pris-:
oners; Soviet troops re-occupied Maloyaro-slav-
ets, key town to Moscow.

x o x x % .

At the London Annual Exhibition of the,
British Roval Photographic Society, a collec-’
tion of photougraphs, consisting of 31 “Sterio-
Micrograms™ belonging to Lieut. Colonel W. R.
Mansfield, aroused special interest. The Micro<]
grams were reproductions of commercial books,
documents, testaments, deeds, etc., in  which
erasions, forgery or illegal modifications made
would not have been detectable by the naked
eye or by vurdinary photographs In the opin-
ion of experts, the “Sterio-Micrograms” are a
progressive step in ciminology, which will facil-
itate the unmaskigg ;)f *for;zed documents.

A meeting of wholesale grocers scheduled
for early in the New Year will discuss the trend
in their industry involving a change over from
the established custom of concentrating opera-
tions on “dry groceries” to a stock diversifica-
tion programme which will bring this form of
food distribution more in line with the times.
With the dJevelopment of ‘‘complete food
stores” at the retail level, says a report, the im-
portance of dry grocery sales by the average
progressive retailer has dropped .to about 25
per cent of his over-all volume. While chains
and super-markets have gone along with this
change in the operation of their warehouse div-
isions, the wholesale grocery' trade, with few

exceptions, has stood pat.
* %

LI

Of course, there are critics of the honours
list, there has always been and always will be.
Pull and push has considerable to do with having
one’s name included. Many are deservedly hon-
oured, and perhaps would, if consulted, beg to be
left out, while others covet the distinctions without
deserving them and pull the strings to have their
names included. But the latter are neither hon-
oured nor konourable, mere charlatans palming
themselves vffeus the genuinie article.  The most
deserving laid down their lives for the wrong
that needed resistance and the cause that needed
assistance; while the honour list may include
others who profitted illegitimately - by their
sacrifice, It is nothing new, and the hope 'is
the “inevitability of gfadualness” will one day
in the new era bring about a change for ‘the

better.
L]

* » !
Word has been recejved that ‘h‘e Federa
government is making available through . the
provincial health departments an estimated 30,
000 bottles of surplus blood plasma for. civilian
hospitals, Dr. F. W. Routley, national com-
missioner of the Canadian Red Cross Society,

*

comprised 100,000 donations to the Red Cross
and eémphasized that the surplus was: declared
only after it was seen that supplies were avai'-
able for veterans for some . time Until now,
plasma has not been used extensively in civil-
ian hospitals. A majority of the larger. hos-
pitals have their own blood banks whére whole
blood is kepc on refrigeration for patients. These
> ted on a replacement basis, where ‘don-

are
org replace the amount of blood which has]
heen given the patient, Those hospitls which

do 'not have blood banks will be grestly bene-
fitted from this supply of surplus plasma, Dr.
Ro_«;’tley'mtmum:edi : that the I;:deul ; 3: l%:
ment is' turning - over. the 'plasma to " the
provincial, heal They in tu

Ith ' departments,
are authorized to place it in civilian, hospitals, -
Pk i

.| of money a woman can spend and

who made the announcement, said the bottles
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Notes By The Way

“The last time Hitler was seen
alive, he wasn't himself,” reports
& news correspondent. That's the
only favorable report we ever had
on Hitler, —Kitchener Record.
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This column s open for
the  discussion by . corre- |
spondents of questions  of
int The Charl ol
Guardian does not necessar-
lly -endorse the opinion of

Ind

It Is una to a
young miss, who has been disap-
fo&nted in love, that there are
ust as good fish in the sea as have
ever been caught, From her point
of view, the big one got away, —
Fort-Erfe Times-Review,

It's really surprising what a lot

what a lot of things she can buy
when there isn’t supposed to be
any Christmas merchandise left in
the store. — 8t. Thomas Times-
Journal

.

Man in Hull has been sentenced
to a year in prison for being found
with a revolver in his possession,
and maybe that sentence will serve
as an example to other magis-
trates and scmething to deter oth-
er men from carrying concealed
weapons, Niagara Falls Re-
view, 0

General Eisenhower was given
the freedom of the City of Lon-
don. Just what does that mean?
It means, says Empire Digest, that
the General has been granted two
ancient und honorable privileges,
guaranteed by ancient statute: 1.
He cannot be arrested for drink-
nenness within the city limit. 2.
If gonvicted of murder, he may be
hanged in special robes!

The nature of the calling of fire-
man or policeman is similar in
many respects. They both repre-
sent protective services in the
community. They both involve un-
known risk and hazard. It seems
extraordinary, .as has been dis-
closed at a recent Board of Con-
trol meeting, that, while arrange-
ments are authorized for financial
aid to the widow and family of a
fireman losing his life through
duty at fires, none is authorized
in the case of a policeman losing
his life in the protection of the
cosnmunity.—Ottawa Citizen.

The school building ' which f{s
closed every evening, weekend and
heliday is becoming a thing of the
past. The new idea is that the
school building should belonz to
the community, says The 'Toronto
Star, Parents should feel that they
have as much right to come.to the
school as have theip children. The
new schools are built with provis-
fon for neighborhood gatherings
and with facilities for adult recre:
ation. The ‘‘community centre”
wing contains an- auditorium, gym-
nasium and a cafeteria which can
be used in the daytime and for
evening brograms.

If we had any sense, and any|
real yndersiaading of our country,
fur coats of all kinds would be the
normal Winter wear in Canada,
but because we cling tenaciously
to notions which did not evclve
here, fur ccats are luxuries worn
by the more well-to<do wvoman,
and rarely worn by men. It is all
very silly and un-Canadian. If we
truly understood ourselves ss 8
nation there would ke no tax on
fur coatis, they would be produced
in quantity, and we would 1il have
them. But it is still th2 Caradian
way to avoid facing the tealitles
about our country, and to i port
our idea~ fror1 abroad. — Pater-
borough Examiner

If an incident at an auction sale
held in West Garafraxa may be
taken as anything of a criterion,
there has been a decided increase
in the price of sleighs durine the
ast six years, save The Arthur

nterprise News. Few sleighs ore
bBeing made at the present time
and sleighs. like anything else,
wear out, The resvlt is they are
getting scarce. At an auction cale
in 1939 the farmer in. question’
bought a set of good sleighs for $18.
At his own clearing sale facently,
the same set of sleighs brought
$68. Sleigh bells whijle their vcl-
ume has been considerably re-
duced in the past decade or so are
still far from be!n~ silenced in
rural areas such as North Welling-
ton.

KENSINGTON MEMORIAL MALL|ch

8ir,—At a recent meeting ot the
Kensington Legion B, E. 8. L. a
resolution was ypassed to erect a
Memorial Hall in memory of our
fallen comrades and in honor of
those who served in the wavs of
1914-18 and :939-45.

While the members of the Leg-
ion are sponsoring this movement
and are willing to do thelr full
share in erecting a suitable mem-

orial they think that the respon- do!

sibility of doing so should not rest
on their shoulders entirely,

It was suggested that the Town
Council, various organizations an®
leading citizens of Kensington and
vicinity should be approached in
this very worthy cause.

It is felt that the citizens of
Kensington and surrounding. ter-
ritory will reallze that this is a
proper movement and should be
supported by them to
utmost. .

Kensington is in need of a mod-
ern hall which would not only be
used by the Legion as a home but
by the town for entertainments,
banquets, etc.

I am, Sir, etc,,

MEMBER KENSINGTON
BRANCH .

the!

Canadian Legion, B.E.S.L.| membered

YOUTH WELFARE NEGLECTED

Sir—“It is a singular fact in
the history of society in the civili-
zed nations of modern times that
no false step is so irretrievable as
one made in early youth.” With all
due deference to the wife of the

poet, Shelly, I will nonetheless ig-
rore her learnsd warning, and
with your kind permission, give

vent to a grievance that I have
long entertained, for I believe such
a step not to be false when taken
sincerely. But I must. I fear, begin
on a note of apology and humili-,
ty In view of my age and lack of
achievement in this world. This,
is essential to avoid being con-
demned as a “young. wipper-snap-
per” (whatever species of animal
life that may be). a premature
village crank, or an affected pedant
Therefore, I wish it understood at
the beginning that my remarks are
(,~ccted at no individual person
¢r society, but merely at a pre-
valent school of thought (or should
1 say, lack of thought) which I
sincerely believe to exist in this,
the town of my birth.

If a visitor to, or a native of,
this comgaritively ancient city
were to survey his surcundings he
wouid not be conscious of any ap-
parent lack of wealth or presence
of ill-feeling. Indeed we boast, and
Jjustly sc¢, that although there is a
conspicuous * lack of what is ter-
med the idle rich, there is by the
same token a fortunate lack of
poverty, and visitors from other
parts of the world invar.ably take
notz of cur hcspitality and g:n-
erosity. If then we know not
woverty and possess a well-develop-
ed community spirit (for such a
gpirit is but the cffspring of a
tasiving and happy community)
why is . th: welfare of our youth
(and by youth T chiefly’mean our
very young) so n2gligently ceared
for?. I séarch in vain.for an ath-
letic field or playgrounds proper]
cared for and installed with even
the essentlal equipment. I search
in vain for any genuinely active
societies or number of persons who
are willing to spend time and un-
derstanding to promote a healthy
and workable schedule of athletic
activity for the young. And I
truthfully search in vain for any
organization (such as once ex-
isted here over sixty years ago)
which is instituted to promote the
interest of youngsters in cultural
pursuits such as music.

But perhaps while asserting what
T belicve to be true I am being
unnecessarily rash, which only those

Those bottles on a barber’s bar|
always cause us great concern and |
uneasiness whenever we fold up in
a tonsorial chair to have our thin-
ning locks trimmed, savs a writer
in The Sudbury Star. They ti:mpt
us like the sauciest of imns, with
their attractive forms of a'l shiaves
and sizes, their teasing and allur-
ing colors and their promise of
smelly mystery. We have often
threatened to take our courage in
hand and instruct the tresses trim-
mer to take down each bottle in
turn and douse us with reckless
abandon. But we always wenken,
and when we leave the shop our
head is always dry, or, at the
most, just’slightly damp from the
brush having been passed under
the water tap. \

'n}‘. clothing’ trade has announc-
ed -that women, have grown larger
during the past years. is

rticularly the case with their
F:et and waists and it suggested
this is due to heavier types of
work executed by women and to

a ‘confirmed habit of informal and| Ajse th

loose-fitting fashions. To . dispuise
what is regarded as a disfigure-
ment the clothing trade announced
that its newest designs will _in-
clude bustles flounces and fu-be-
lows. The Ministry of Food sald
that the middle-aged spread has
practically disappeared in Britain
during the war, Normal weight

. curves show an increase up to the

age of 55 after which a gradual

loss sets in, Wartime curves show

the increase to cease at 3, - -Win-

nipeg Free Press. ) N
i Vg

1t is no secret at all that the most
orderly and best-administered zone
n Germany is the British. The
British professional soldier takes
o administration of an occupied
country with a measure of ohjec-
tivity.” His habits of mind derive
from an imperial tradition, To ad-

ini a subject ple with na-
ternal solicitude, to 'extemporize
in an' economic emergency, this
is a way of life which comes in-
stinctively to most Britons, and
especially to the educated profes-
sional- soldier in whi mind com-
mand is identical with responsibil.
ity for the welfare of those to whom
he glves orders. se ‘men
l'i,lp looking after.

e is placed in

o ':nhdomffrl)fltﬂ
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tawa Journal,

b
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%’ and they are
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of more years and ability have lic-
ense to be. Perhaps if I look a bit
closer and dzeper the pitiful state
of adult neglect and self ess
will not appear to be so unwhole-
some. True, there is no athletic
fisld whereby young gisls and boys
may engage in the many games,
which make for sound and healthy
bodies, and which are the unsung
parents of fair play and courage,
but there are veritable mudholes
in Victoria Park whereby by means
of a few miserably tattered salt
sacks, begged or stolen, an impro-
vised baseball diamond may be de-
vised, or by the means of the rem-
nants of a broken beer bottle small
girls may play hop-scotch. This de-
velopes a child’s ‘independence and
ability to provide for himself as his
thoughtful elders were forced to
do. And the children will also have
the rare privilege in winter of see-
n this same park the annual
winter horse races on the new race
track constructed therein by their
elders through their independ-
ence and ability for self-provision.
ere .are our beautiful -wide
streets which provide excellent
playgrounds, although somewhat
encumbered by our moderate dri-
ving, ever so, tolerant horn-hofik-
ing, and gentfe; words to the littla
ones as they narrowly escape be-
ing killed or maimed by our high.

Hehed 1
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sess to enable me

o s gl (ol
e

y their: tion in

oose to ignore this
Or if they do not kno y. ignore
it why do they attung delude
themselves tl;;to belle:. h' u;n tyo m
non-existen Approl
them individually with the above
accusation and they become
burt, angered, and in . Why?
Because 'des{:lte the fact that the
citizens of this town are natural
lovers of sport aotivity and cultu-
ral attainment they are still hum-
an beings, and, being such, sel-

m recognize thelr own selfish-
ness, but only that of others, and
quite frequently forget their in-
herent duties as members of an
organized community. They will
undoubtedly counter-argue  that
they can do no more than they
have already done without deny-
ing themselves the relaxation to
which. they are duly entitled as
working men and women. But I

ir | humbly suggest they are wrong,

grotesquely wrong.

Throughout this city there is
scarcely an adult who does not de-
vaote a great deal of his or her
time, money, and energy to some
adult association such as the so-
called social service clubs, social
orders, adult sport clubs, and that
great unchartered but strongly
organization, the follow-
ers of horse racing. These have
their place and far be it from me
to advocate their abolition, but I
do contend that we have carried
them to excess and forgotten the
personal religion necessary to all
men—moderation! Take a portion
of the time, energy, and money
devoted to these punrsuits and as
a community effort apply all thre
to the need of° the new genera-
tions and our reward and person-
a.! pleasure will exceed our great-
est dreams, and we will build far
better than we know.

I invite those who think my con-
victions wrong to prove them so,
for it is human to err and I am
not unwilling to be shown. But I
also extend not only an invitation
but a plea to those who believe as
I do and who can speak louder and
bolder to make themselves and
their contentions known, and not
to be bludgeoned into a belief that
all is well by those who wish it
were.

To help the new generations grow
up strong and healthy, physically
and mentally, is no sacrifice of
leisure but one of the most fas-
cinating and beautiful hobbies at
our disposal. If we all make it our
personal duty to become confirmed
addicts of this hobby then our
city, the capital of the Province
which has to its credit the high-
est enlistment rate of any province
in the past world conflict, the
capital of the Province which has
sent into the world many who have
bacome some of the country’s and
the world's greatest minds will
have risen to O{I_e of its most per-
tinent problemsi-and solved it!

I am, Sir, ete.
G. R. FOSTER
Charlcttetown.

VETERANS’ EMPLOYMENT

Sir,—Please allow me space in
your valuable paper to write in
answer to two letters by “Woods-
man,” one of which appeared
through the Public Forum several
days ago and the other one this
Wednesday past concerning vete-
rans’ jobs.

First of all I wish to express my
thanks to my good friend “Ex-
R.CAF. Rhoto - Basher” from
Bloomfield, Prince Edsvard Island,
who so kindly answered “Woods-
man's” first letter which appear-
ea in the press a few days ago.

I can’t recall at the present
time of having read “Woodsman's”
first letter to the Public Forum,
but recall very much indeed of
having read his letter last Wed-
nesday in the Guardian and was
just wondering what kind of a
gentleman he can be. I came to the
conclusion that he was just a re-
cent recrult in the service and did
not know what service life was
like. If, he is classed with those
non-active men then I say chop-
ping wood in a wqods would be
good ' enough for him but not for
a discharged active service man
who has spent some time in other
far corners of tne earth and even
the active service man who
through no fault of his own did
not have the opportunity of going
overseas and thus had remained
in _Canada. )

I think it is a horrible shame
when you see thousands of our
young men who three, four, five
years ago left home and doned
a uniform of HY Majestys Service,
and who are now daily returning
back to their native homes all a.
cross Canada after ~ long periods
of hardships, toil .and ruggle
over-there, and then they go to
find employment, after they .are
home, And what is offered them

but “Chopping ‘Wood in a woods?”
Is that gﬁnghey have to

someone ‘woke up and. throw some
yght"_on the matter. Yes and get

ly and

cars, Admittedly we are by these
means very thoughtful of our
ioung but I hesitate to say we
ave reached the !deal

True, we have still in our midst
a few gallant souls who in visuali-
2ing this country’s future recognize
the need of some supervision over
the activities of the young. Our
Provincial Government, a generous

?W. provided ome man to per-
orm 3:&1 gigantic task for thope.h-
tire province, Lt. O

of us, least of all those of us who
were students of Bill, doubt his ex-
cellent capabilities in this sphere,
but I cannot but recall that
the lion-hearted Richard failed
et T e i of
e o
:‘:&,t m? as it provi
martial music for our man:
admired

:

Reid. None |I

3:5

and try to offer our act-
fighting heroes something
worth while to make'a

those who not only refuse work
but resent the offer of it very
much‘ I wonder does he mean
those 'people who sell lead pencils
or shoe laces on the corner of some
street in a large city or did this
class of people ever work before:
zondexj if  “Woodsman” cou
sthte theé number refused a pos-
ition that is a "“ﬂﬁe ob, and who

onorably %

vice from

“WOODSMAN SPARE THAT
VETERAN”

Sir,—I have followed with mark-
ed interest a series of lefters cons

The North Nova
Scotia Highlanders:

v A
. ©Oap Gris Nes /i
1.4 a day's rest they v
it SN e e
rounding  the batterles on i
had been. cl and -
enemy troops * in area do

e
nto a stron, 1d
B‘.'mum Aor d"l.uul: l:ﬂ:ti’%
ng for the ai
on‘so ber.
. The two s Nez batteries were
adjoining, but each had an inde-

cerning ed v , and
their promising opportunities for
employment in the woods, written
by ,one; bearing the nom de plume
“Woodsman”; and must say as a
wielder of an axe In the past, he
has become in the present an in-
fallible ' wielder of innuendoes to
returned servicemen.

This “Woodsman” states that
many of the unemployed during the
years of the depression were “Vet.
erans of the Great War” and he
relates that “the misery and dis-
tress of that tragic period is some-
thing never to be forgotten” Nev-
ertheless he seems to have slready
forgotten that among those un-
employed of the depression years,
were young men, who in later days
were to storm the beaches of
Dieppe and Normandy. For many
of these young men, it was wthe
firgt time their country real
nedded their services, services
which some held for keeps. Ironic
too is the fact, that among those
storming troops were men who

articipated in the Vancouver-Ot-
awa march only a few years be-
fore and who were greeted by pol-
ice and tear gas. One who was so
greeted was at a later date award-
ed a V. C. in the Canadian Army.

Now “Woodsman” may be prone
to say that the above statement
“has no 'earthly connection with
an attitude of resentment at being.
offered such work as cutting
wood.” Evidently “Woodsman” has
not sampled life in the Armed
Forces either in World War I or
II, nor has he tasted their favorite
dishes, nor slumbered in their
comfortable billets. His thoughts
+have never been disturbed by Hun
tracer bullets, etc. For those of
us who have experienced these
privileges, suffice it is to say, that
we believed we had
something toward the genesis of
“the brave new world"” about which
“Woodsman” - has heard so much,
and of which servicemen havé seen
so little. We also believed and yet
believe we shall have the oppor-
tunity to help bring about the
revelation of “this brave new
world,” in employment or vocation
of our own choice, and in which
we have had experlence and train-
ing. .

However “Woodsman” disregards
the past services of the vetarans
as naught and. informs us that
“our. betters,” Lincoln, Gladstone
and Dougall were skilled woods-
men, and as there is employment
for twenty-two thousand men in
the woods, they (veterans) should
heve no resentment (despite ‘their
previous training, despité thé fact
that they are spending the first
winter in five or six “years with
their familiies) at being. offered
jobs in the woods, What a para-
doxical deduction! “Wood o
also states that any veteran who
refusés: such an oppartunity is
“false’ and foolish” and the more
thoroughly we *“eradicate” them
“the more successful our efforts
will be in the production of goods
and services rendered.” This opin-
ion emulates the opinions of the
late paper-hanger, .ierr Hitler,
General Smuts, President Tru-
man, Prime Minister Attlee were
veterans of World War I. In Sep-
tember 1939 Canada need men in
| her fighting forces, clvilization and
democracy as many of us knew it,
were threatened. Never was a
greater  opportunity offered to
physically fit Canadians to protect
‘their way’ of life. Some seized this
opportunity, others were not at all
anxious to follow the example set
by Smuts, Truman and Attlee
twanty years previously. We now
have two groups of “Woodsmen,”
One group followed thé example
set by Smuts, Truman and Attlee,
and fought for their country, this
group includes many who do not
wish to lead Abraham Lincoln’s
life in the woods. The other group
did not wish to fight for their
country, nor have we any indica«
tion that they wish to go.to the
woods. “Woodsman” says-the for-
mer must be “eradicated”, the lat-
ter groufi seems to fall into his
particular favor. “Without seaking
to belittle his importance,’ vet-
erans may tell him that “many of
his betters” lle buried in the
fields of\ France, 4 v

A few years ago, many were vic-
tims of economic warfare, brought
about by industrialization and na-
tional tariffs. “These years were
and are known as the years of De-
8resslon. During the = depression

anadian industries could not pro-
vide total employment and when
‘World War IJ broke out, many who
had been formerly unemployed.
enlisted in the Services,  taking
the low wages and gambling life
itself in the hope that out of the
world of national insecurity  in
which they were living might be
born a world of security, Others
were given the op?ortunlty for
employment in war Industries and
they received quite lucrative pay-
ment for “services rendored and
goods produced,” and lived a life
of comparitive luxury, hitherto uns
known to many of them.

Servicemen are returning to. a
country which exhibits more ine
security than security. are
homeless and jobless. To the job-d
less "Woodsman” exalts: the bush
and ms its virtues to vet-
erans alone, and to mwno held
ety at ruetiesty Sgver

an vely.

theless there are only ﬂ%o ne
cles in the bush and there 3‘0
some 96,500 jobless, industry and
our ‘gommmath -g no other
erm}oymo:t; shall the nl
mainder do? It Mnl
that the individual ‘}o for
which these veterans !ﬂht and
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t system of defences, con-
sisting of wire, mine fields;, and
antl-tank ditchas comdpletely sur
rounding area and all covered
by an elaborate system of pill-
boxes and machine gun itdo!
The Brigade plan was for
Highland Light Infantry of
ada to take out the battery nn the
right, consisting of four 28 cm guns
with 360 degree traverse, and the
North Novies to take the bati
on the left, consisting o? fonr
cm guns with’ 120 degreq¢ traverse,
The ground over which' the at-
tack had to be made was without
cover for a thousand yards, but
was slightly rolling. The plan con-
sisted of forming up dead
ground hbefore daylight and ad-
vancing at first light. The first
rt of the adveance was cov

y artlll::{' and when too. close for
further Nery aup&:rt. the tanks
took over froms positions mesr the
start line. - -\

L] L

D and B Companies did
assault. AVRES led to a ravine
where they dropped facines, and
the Flalls crossed to lead through
the mine fields and wire, Orocodiles
and AVRES next followed through
to flame the open outer defences
and to bombard the bunkers.
The first phase went according
to plan and by noon all four guns
were captured. There were over
100 prisoners taken from each gun
bunker and ﬁlarge number killed
and captured In the elaborate out-
er defences. v,
©C Company then went on with
the surviving supporting arms and
captured the control post for the
two batteries which in turn had
its own system of defences.
In all about 700 prisoners wcre
accounted for in a very strong
position for a loss of only 22 cas-
ualties, and everyone returned for
supper to the billet they left that
morning. It was the one operation
that went according to plan, .
That finished the units fighting
in France and a’‘day later they
moved on to Belgium where three
hectic-days were spent ?repurlug
for an amphibious operation using
Buffaloes,
/

The Schelds

The Battallon was loaded at
Ghent on 8 Oct. and moved down
the canal to Neuzen. It had been
planned to continue on that night
as 7 Brigade was being heavily
pressed in their narrow hbridge-
head across the Lespold Canal.
The locks, however, at the end
of the canal were not in use, and
the delay, caused by trouble with
the -amps, was so great that it
was decided to postpone the as-
sault for 24 hours.

The next night they entered the'
Schelde ‘and.,moved down . river
to land on the east end of the
Breskins pocket. In spite of the
postponement, surprise was ichiev~
ed and the Battalion got ashoré
and dug in before a round tandéd
in the area. ‘A number of small
sharp counter attacks wese beaten
off after daylight, and the Bat-
talion started forward by a sort
of osmosis which went on practie
ally continuously for nineteen days
with one forty-eight hour break.
If Polder fighting was not a
new art, it was a forgottert one
and one which the units involved
acquired. by experience, It was won
by small units taking one ‘dyke or
farm and then another one—so on
ad infinitum. . The only  support
from outside the Buttalions came
from one or two self-propelled an-
ti-tank guns and a limited amounl
of artillery, and for some time they
were out of range of artillery. The
infantry anti-tank guns, mortars,
and wasps were used contlnuous!{,
but more than anywhere ' else It
wag the infantry section leader’s
and platoon commander's battle.
Vehicles could not move )ff the
roads and frequently could not
move on them, = Several nights
were spent by companies trading
grenades with the Boch. over a
low dyke, The pressure was kept
up with little time for sleep or eat-

ing, and frequent . rain storms
made life disagreeable in general.
In the end the Battalion finished:

by capturing the German Division-
nf Hgadquarteu in’ Knocke “and
capturing the last Germans in
Belgium where the winter dyke
joined the Leopold Canal.
(To be continued.)
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