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THE FIRST DAY IN A GREAT ELECTORAL BATTLE.

There was great interest here in

the result of the first day's polling in | yet to Le heard from, and from these |

the
before,
ies by telephone bLefore and after The
Guardian’'s bulletin was received at
11 o'clock on Saturday evening. The
1itents of the first bulletin were but
1tly changed by the fuller returns
orinted’ yvesterday morning.

British elections—mora than ever

As was then statad, there wers con-

siderable Unionist gains, but these
were to be expected ip any casa as
the general election of 1906 was held

at a timeof flood tide and any pro-i¢, ‘
the (i success as by honest conviction in |

pable change could only be in
vay of diminishing the Asquith Gov-
But

nent’s very large majority.

st gains on the first day
than the leaders of that

éxpected, and were by so
ippointing to them.
is to be remembered that the

|
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and there were many inquir- |

land the most part of Ireland have ‘

the Unionist Opposition has not much ‘
to hope. It is true, however, that|
lthese grand divisions of the United
Kingdom return but 205 members col-

1

lectively as compared with the 465/
members for Gnglaod. *

1,; Canada, if elections were thus
hell from day to day, the eflect of

sweeping gains by the Opposition on |
the first day might be to decide the |
¢lection in their favor. But in the

Mother Country the electors seem Dot |
be so much moved by the chances |

rezard to the questions at issue. Yet |
almost beyond question the Govern- |

ment’s large majority in the late |
House will be much reduced, in the |
g

Parliament, It may be so di-

minished as to throw the balance of |
. - : |
power into the hands of the Nation- |
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