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Proof Of Financial Responsibility

Prince Edward Island has a statute re-
quiring drivers involved in highway accj-
dents to produce proof of their financial re-
sponsibility, but the Government has not yet
proclaimed it in force, preferring to wait
and see how such a measure works else-
where. Nova Scotia's similar law has now
heen in force for more than a month and
some of its effects are reported in a recent
Canadian Press despatch. Between Decem-
ber 15 and January 11 no less than 106
Nova Scotian drivers lost their license and
119 motor vehicles were barred from the
roads under the act. Licenses are suspend-
ad when drivers and owners of\cars involved
in an accident fail to produce precof of fin-
ancial responsibility or liability insurance
cards, and are restored when such proof is
forthcoming. One taxi company was out of
business after one of its cars was involved
in an accident, and a milk company's
trucks were immobilized for the same rea-
son. In the latter case the milk trucks were
covered by liability insurance, but insurance
cards were not carried by the drivers. The
provisions seem hard in some cases but the
protection of the public against injury by
financially irresponsible motorists is well
worth some hardship. A further advantage
noted in Nova Scotia is that in spite of a
26-per-cent ihcrease in accident loss in 1949,
premium rates for this type of insurance
have remained unchanged.

Soil Conservation Emphasized

The need for a national council on soil
conservation is advocated convincingly in
a bulletin issued by the Agricultural Insti-
tute of Canada. It points out that in spite
of increased use of better grains, more and
better fertilizers and other improvements in
husbandry, yields of staple crops have re-
mained about stationary. In other words,
our soil is not as good as it used to be, is
not producing as it should in response to the
more intelligent efforts our farmers are put-
ting forth. '

The Institute’s bulletin attributes this
state of affairs to the lack of labor avail-
able for farm work for some years; labor
which could have checked the spread of
weeds and fought insect pests from the be-
ginning and—so far as possible by individual
or group effort—have practiced tillage
methods aimed at preventing soil erosion,
one of the most serious threats to the futiwe
of agriculture in Canada.

The Institute credits both federal and
provincial governments with being alive to
the need of an alert policy of conservation
of soil and water resources, but insists that,
while much has been done, it is not nearly
enough to cope with the national need. Just
as it is impossible for the individual farm-
er in very many cases to practice conserva-
tion methods, since he is unable to provide
the expensive equipment needed, what the
national problem calls for, according to the
Institute, is a national conservation policy
that would 'hook up and co-ordinate pro-
vincial organization.

The policy that the Institute has set
forth takes immediate account of the fact
that the land resources of Canada are large-
ly vested in the provinces. The national
policy which it advocates is therefore feas-
ible only through provincial _cb-operation.
To carry out any coherent ple{n for conser-
vation on a national scale the Institule sug-
gests a federal co-ordinator of soil and ta-
ter conservation and land use, with a na-
tional council established on a joint federal
and provincial basis, with power fo imple-
ment conservation programs throughout
Canada. Responsibility for the carrying out
of the individual provincial programs thus
with the
agricultural departments of the province or
provinces concerned.

Suing The Crown

* T'he ‘Manchester Guardian calls attention
to the curious fact that while, since 1947,
the King of England may be sued in a court
of law by most classes of his subjects who
believe that they have suffeted an injury
from his servants, the King of Canada (who
happens to be the same person, and whose
servants are equally fallible) may still not
be sued by a Canadian with a grievance ex-
cept throqgh the process of petition of
rights. ;

“Canadian 1aw." says the Manchester

. paper, “is derived from English law; but this

relic of the divine rights of kings, this prin-
ciple the King can do no wrong, still

ng in Canada, and last autumn, Mr.
son, the Minister of’ Justice, made
t the Government have no inten-
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-
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tion of following our country’s lead.

“The .Minister had declared that under
the existing system there was no ‘substan-
tial injustice’ to the subject. An aggrieved
person, he said, is never refused consent to
sue. He or she is told whether the claim
is considered a good one; if it is, the Gov-
ernment tries to settle it out of court, and
if it is not the plaintiff also benefits be-
cause he knows on high legal authority that
his chances of victory are dim.”

The Winnipeg Free Press gives some in-
teresting examples in which individuals
with a grievance were in fact refused per-
mission to sue the Crown. It argues that
the procedure of petition of right belongs to
the past, and that with the growth of pub-
lic ownership and of the powers of Gov-
ernment departments this ancient preroga-
tive of the Crown can with advantage be
brought to an end.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Tomorrow, Septuagesima, the third Sun-
day before Lent and sixty-fourth day before
Easter.

- . L]
Now a “flying saucer” has been seen
in Newfoundland. TIts immortality is thus
assured for such an event can hardly go
unrecorded in ballad.

L » -
Western Germany has recently ended
food rationing And will soon do the same
with gasoline. It must make the English
wonder just which side won the war.

- - L

We have the prospect of the Federal-
Provincial Conference here this year, and
the Fisheries Conference next year. The
more conventions and organization get-to-
gethers we have here the better for them G

and for us. (“' W.G. M kenz)
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Saint John's new ship-to-shore telephone
service will certainly prove a great con-

A CROS ’CO\)NTP'V TRAVELER,
ING ISL2NDERS IN IMPORT -
S Evekvw\-\t‘lfa)

The Happy Ralationship

SEEMS IT'S NOT SO MUCH A CASE OF THE
DOMINION RUNNING P. E,1.’S AFFAIRS,

A Sir,—In order that the people ol
the Maritimes may have” knowledge

A A of what is developing with regard
= to the Northumberiand Ferries
service, we feel that some facts
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IT'S MORE LIKE PRINCE EDWARD ISLANDERS
RUNNING THE DOMINION /

venience, but it also means that the tired
business man will find it just that much
more difficult to cut himself off from the
office.

Britain’s Third Party

(Globe and Mail)
For the first time in more than
twenty years the Liberal Party is
making a bid for power in Britain.

- L) L ] \

It cannot be too often repeated. Snow

. ilv trampled n_-400 constituencies, considerably
the snow has not been heavily trampled un-. "o than half the total of 625,

derfoot. In this case the early shoveller ihe Liberals will establish a claim
is an all-round gainer in self-satisfaction and jto be regarded as an alternative

X a to Labor rule. Yet, to judge by
in the esteem of pedestrians. public opinion polls and other items
o 0 O of evidence, it will be a purely
theoretical claim. No one ‘gives the

With the light now being thrown upon |Liberals a chance to win the gen-
City affairs, the electorate must be alive to 2! election. It is the opinion of

! N A many, including Mr. Churchill,
the necessity for their representatives hold- |that the only important effect of

ing open meetings for the transaction °f’§:€}:n;sr“rgcgce in f‘z!’ce W.i“t be to
. a a onservative victory,
business. - It should not be left. to one or | Britam's. Liberals have beer in

two members at the end of two or four eclipse for a long time. The last
years to disclose what had taken place, and Government formed  entirely by

¢ the famous party of Gladstone was

the why and wherefore. that of 1911 undr Asquith. After

* w » the fall of the Lloyd George coali-

. tion in 1922, the Liberal Party de-
‘e 9 S¢ S v % |

Quebec's proposal to subsidize seed PO-clined steadily in influence as the

tato production seems decidedly unfair and a %gaboruParty rose. n the I945 elec-

. . . N . 1 i P -

violation of the principle of non-interference |%on there were 807 Liberal candl

¢ : — dates, not enough to form a maj-
with  inter-provincial trade. Island pro- ority in the Commons even if all

ducers have little fear of meeting serious Were successful. When only twelve
L X . . of them won seats, it seemed that
competition in the production of a. quality |the time had come to place wreaths
product, but to maintain markets in the on @h? Da;ty‘z gmvtla. t?hcvrtage of
. non q n A _ |campaign unds and he discous-
face of subsidized competitors is quite an-|acement of repeated defeats would
other matter. \make it impossible, so people
L .r,hought, for the Liberals to try
o q . o . . {agaln to come back. Their plans
William Harrison Ainsworth, English ‘tf, nominate 400 in this year's 21%.
novelist, born this date 1805. He published tion are a surprise.

< I . A mixture of tradition and faith
about forty novels, historical and ‘antiquar-|accounts for the party’s continued

jan, and at one time almost rivalled Dickens |vitality. Dame Megan Lloyd George,
3 ari , o . :. a Liberal stalwart, bears a name
":l popularity. He was remarkable for 'hlS which still commands strong loy-
vigour of description and the construction aities. Many British Liberals have

of striking situations, but was weak in & sincere conviction that their
) ) 00 . |party is the only one with the
plots and background; his style poor, especi- snswer to contemporary world

ally in dialogue, and before his deuth at the "problems. They would call it toler-

. . ant, free-trading internationalismn.
age 0{ seventy-seven his popularity hadlesliking socialism, these Liberals
waned.

Istill think of the Conservative as
.an alliance of predatory big busi-
3 0 q . ness and fedual landlords, despite
Canada's population has increased by the fact that Mr. Churchill's party
158,000 in the six months following June 1, MC:NS Chtc Sociatl re\'D}lgitlonlof“ﬂ‘c
. - past quarter-century. Though they

and is u_\pected to top .14,000,000 by t'he cannot honestly hope for a triumph
end of this year. Predictions by the Domin-1in 1950, the Liberals dream of a
: o Jtatistics indi call some time in the future. They
ion BU}eau pf Statistics 1nd1cate_that.the want, to keep their party alive and
population will reach a peak of 15 millions ready for that opportunity 1if it
by 1990, and then slowly decline. What the |cver comes.
D. B. S. does t include in i leul That is understandable but, in
. B. 5. does not include ‘.n' its calcula- {the meantime, the effect of Libersl
tions, of course, is the possibility of vast [participation in the 1950 election,
’ o . o . to the extent propesed, could be
new areas and resources being opened .uplto put Labor back in office, Five
with incalculable effects on population !years ago sixty-five seats were

'

growth. |carrlcd by Socialists on a minority
vote, candidates of the two old
|parties splitting the majority, Even
A mountain in Britain, celebrated both if Labor had lost all these constitu-
in song and story, is for sale. This Scot-l:;’:';’;;, ’f,,wg‘;lr‘,’m:zﬂ't ‘;;;ﬁghwg"‘,
tish peak is Ben Lomond rising from the a slim lead. But in 1950, with th2
shores of Loch Lomond which is the largest -S;":",z‘:“"‘;:ﬁs 5‘;:':"»‘{’“!!“”?’“ u’:
lake in Britain. This famous sheet of water 'Government may well be declded,
is also considered by many 1o be one of the one way,or the other, by a margin
world’s most beautiful lakes. It lies between ™uch smaller than sixty-five.
range$ of picturesque and lofty mountains
and embraces a charming group of 30 wood- |
ed islands. It has given its name to a song'
known all over the world wherever Engllsh-'
speak'm‘g people foregather. Ben Lomond
and the Loch algo figure prominently in the
famous novel “Rob Roy” by, Sir Walter
Scott. The whole district is, in fact, spoken
of as Rob Roy country and is visited every
year by hundred$ of visitors from other
lands. Sir Walter Scott's works, with their Sviq: .eaqer ¢t wild-west  fistion

LI
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WRITES IN SHADOW OF
GALLOWS ‘

NAPANEE. Ont.,, Feb. 3 —(CP)—
Wirile awaiting the gallows, Alfred
Childs, 17, is writing his life story
—but it,may never be published.
Chi‘ds is under sentence to be
hanged next Thursday for the
hayfield kiling last June 29 of
Flijah McQuaig, 57. An attemot is
being made to  have the death
sentence commuted. The youth, a
crapk shot with a rifle abd an

picturesque Scottish settings, have had their has been writing western stories
effect on literature throughout the world. fnce,ony'cled  of murder last

Do
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shovelling is not excessively hard work when By putting up candidates in about|

THE BOWLINE

the bowline is the king of knots,
or, if you like it, bends;

A bowline on a bollard is the best
of journey's ends:

And, as long.as men are mariners,

I think it safe to say

This is a thing that never will be

done another way . . .

What ancient hairy tar, how many
centuries ago,

Was author of the artifice we do
not seem to know.

Maybe old Captain Noah, scarce

aware what he was at,

Thus rmade a grass-rope ready

when he sighted Ararat;

Maybe 'twas wise Ulysses when he
made the sailors fast

Against the song of Sirers with a
bowiline to the mast;

Maybe by  Captain Jason was the
first .example tled,

‘Dhat some industrious Argonaut
might paint the Argo's side.

Maybe the infant Raleigh, play-
ing wistfully with string,

Took one more turn by accident
and stumbled on the thing;

Or maybe after all 'twas no tough
4oiler of the sea,

But some Mamma who tethered
thus some toddler to a
tree . . .

Maybe primeval monkeys
equinoctial gales )

Preserved their equilibrium with
bowlines in their tails,

At all events as long as men are
mariners, I say,

Here is a thing that never will be
done another way.

in the

The sailor's knots have qualities
he'd welcome in a bride —

Hold firm while they are wanted,
yet are easily untied;

them,  the

stick;
They are fastened in a flush but

you can cast them off as

tighter do they

quick. .
The timber hitch, the reef knot, the

sheet and fisherman’s bends,
The clove, the sweet, and simple

hitch on which so much de-

pends,
Have each a special duty they do
' perfectly discharge

(Much more than you can sdy of
men or matters, by and
large).

All seamen in their memories pre-
serve a secret niche

For the nameless benefactor who
conceived the rolling hitch,

While manly tears my eyes invade
with which I can’t contend

When I discuss the Blackwall hitch
or topsall halyard bend.

But the bowline 'is the king of
knots, and it is grand te
say— '

Here is a thing that never will be
done another way.

\_8ir A. P. Herbert,

' Economics or Lunacy?

(Calgary Herald)
‘The more you examine the U, S.
governments decision to sell “sur-

| plus"potatoes to foreign nations at

i one cent a bag, the crazier it be-
comes, It is the result of govern-

an odd commentary on that strange
and tormenting science called econ-
omics.

Britons, Frenchmen, Dutchmen,
Belgians, Italians, Swedes or what-

at one cent a 100-pound bag, Ameri-
cans (who have already paid for
these potatoes once through the
taxes used to buy up “surplus” com-
modities) have to go on buying
their potatoes at the full market
which of course, is kept artificially
high through the price-support
program.

Uncle Sam is taking all sorts of
precautions to ensure that these
one-cent-a-bag potatoes aren't
consumed by Americans, no matter
how gravely in need of potatoes'
they may be.

“ v o

Americans must not be allowed
to buy the fruits of their own soil
cheaply because, according to the
economists, that would disrupt the
market. The government has spent
millions of dollars keeping up the
domestic price of potatoes and
ottier home-grown foods. It guaran-

|
The more the strain you put on

tees the grower a minimum price,
and buys surplus, if he can’t get
that price on the market.

It doesn’t limit the amount he can
grow, and naturally the high mini-
mum price set under the support
program has attracted a 1lot of
people into potato-growing who
wouldn’t normally bother with it.
So the government is stuck with
the surplus; it can't give potatoes
away to Americans because, if it
did, they would, buy fewer potatoes
‘at the market price, and the only
result would be to get rid of last
year's surplus at the expense of a
bigger surplus this year,

. LI

But the experts say you can give
potatoes away to foreigners without
upsetting the domestic market, be-
cause foreigners wouldn’t ordinar-
ily buy American potatoes any-
way. This, however, will put s lot
of Dutch, French, Belgian and
Italian growers out of bu'iness be-
cause they can't compete with
such a give-away program.

There is one other solution which
is so simple and so revolutionary
that you can hardly expect a high-
priced planner to accept it. That s,
to let potatoes be sold at the free-
market price. This would mean an
immediate fall in the domestic
price for potatoes; but the fall
would cause a lot of growers, now
sheltered by the floor-price, to stop
growing potatoes and switch to
something else,

This would reduce the supply of
potatoes and the price would rise
again, Price movements would
keep supply and demand in bal-
ance, and the U, 8, taxpayer would

not be stuck with a billion-dollar
bill, This s a process known as
Americans  are

free enterprise;
sald to be much addicted to it.

ment tinkering with markets, and

ever can buy Uncle Sam’s potatoes |©

should be placed betore them and
beg to make the following observ-
ations,

When the Wood Ilsland-Caribou
ferry service Was first suggested,
the management of the Canadian
National Railways, like many
others, did not realize that traftic
over the route would develop to
the extent that it has,

The matter was brought abruptiy
to their attention, when they were
ordered to reduce their rates on
truck traffic for farm produce at
Borden to the level of the rates
at Wood Islands; and Since then,
things have been developing very
quickly.

It is the duty of the Railvay
management to handle railway
affairs in the most efficient man-
ner, and in such a way as to re-
tain old and develop new business.
At the same time, it is the duty
of the public to see that their op-
erations are carrled on in the best
interest of the communities they
serve.

In regard to the movemenl cf
auto, freight, and passenger traf-
fic to and from Prince Edward
Island, the business of this Pro-
vince has always been handicab-
ped by restricted traffic, and the
opening of the Wood Islands—
Caribou service was the first real
attempt to place Prince Edward
Island in a position to trade freely
with the adjoining Mainland.
When writing the contract with
Northumberland Ferries, the rates
to be charged were made a parl
of the agreement, and this brought
a measure of relief to the farmers
of the Province, especially those
in the eastern section.

The rapid development of the
service encouraged the people in
the Western section to plan for
a similar service from West Cape.
From the standpoint of the Can-
adian National Railways, it would
be considered good business:
PFirst — To’prevent the opening
of the West Point Ferry.
Second — To stop the traffic via
Wood Island.

The first has apparently been
accomplished, and . unless our
people take a very definite stand,
the second is in sight.

The bid frem the Canadian
National Railways to take over
the Wood Islands service with the
suggestion that they will build a
boat fifty per cent larger than the
“Dunning”, to carry traffic to com-
pete with themselves, over a route
to which they have no rail con-
nections at either terminal, should
not be capable of misleading any-

ne.

The fight that was necessary in
order to get the concession at pre-
sent available at Borden, shoud
convince anyone who needs con-
vincing, as to the. object of such
an offer, and everyone interested,
to take a definite stand in this
matter.

Our Company is well aware of
the need for development on the
Wood Islands—Caribou route, and
the West Cape route as well, bul

the part of someone anxigus (o
develop the service, rather'than
a group ‘whose only object would
‘|ve the very opposite,

Islands especially, are not adequate
at the present time, for either the
“Dunning” or the “Prince Nova’,
much less for a larger boat. Both
ships were damaged while dock-
ing at Wood¢ Islands in 1949, as
well as in previous years.

Our Company has pleaded for
the use of a suction dredge, that
would move the mud and silt
through which the boats must
ove in order to dock at low water,
dnd in November last, we were
told by Ottawa ofice of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, that it was
not their intention to provide water
sufficient for the “Dunning”, (she
draws 11'3").

Mr. Porter, of the Porter Dredg-
ing Company, told us that he was
prepared to put equipment at Wood
Islands, that would in thirty days
give plenty of water to handle the
“Dunning”,-without difficulty at
any tide level.

If a larger boat is to be put
there, the dredging would have to
be done eventually. Why not do it
now, and let the present boats de-
monstrate what they can do.

We suggest the following:

(1) The use of a sultable suction
dredge as suggested.

(2) Provision of necessary alds
to navigation to permit the hoals
to move at night, when necessary
to accommodate tlie traffic.

(3) Proper lighting on the ter-
minal at Wood Islands, preferably
by the extension of the Maritime

The Future of Northumhﬁénrland Ferries

this must come through efforts on|

Electric Company's power lines tg
the Pier.

Nong of these suggestions involyy
any engineering problem or any
great expenditure of public fungs,

During the season of 1949, we
again establish a record for traffic,
namely: 67,438 passengers, 16,2342
autos, and 5,269 trucks.

It is true that the condition of
the roads ldading to the termina)
prevented a still greater movement,
and this condition may be expected,
until this handicap is removed.

In contrast to the traffic carried
the schedule in effect in 1lpdg,
would permit us to carry: 500,000
passengers, 50.000 autos, and 20,
000 trucks, so there is still a vast
spread between the actual traffic
and the capacity of the present
boats which can be greatly increas-
ed by providing the facilities for
their movement during other than
davlight, hours.

On occasion such as Old Home
‘Week there is some congestion,
but on less than ten per cent of
our 1949 salling, did we fail te
clean up all the ftraffic offering
for the trip.

In view of these facts, is 1t nop
the logical thing to provide faelli-
ties that will let the present boats
give the best possible service, and
when it becomes a fact (as we
believe it will eventually, if the
service Is given a proper chance)
that additional accomodation {a
necessary, then a larger boat or a
third boat can be considered as s
solution.,

1f on the other hand, the publie
are satisfied with the suggestion
offered by the Rallway, then they
cannob blame  Northumberland
Ferries if they take the easy way
out, and turn the whole thing
over to them.

NORTHUMBERLAND FERRIES
\ LIMITED

Old Charlottetown |
And P R L)

THE SELKIRK ESTATE

“On Friday a message was sent
to the House of Assembly by His
Excellency the Lieutenant Gow
ernor, stating that the Earl of
Selkirk was willing to sell to the
Government{ his property on this
Island, amounting to 48,000 acres,
at the moderate price of two shil-
lings and four pence sterling per
acre—equal to three shillings and
six pence our currency. Another
message from the Lieutenant Gov-
crnor, shortly after transmitted,
informed the Assembly that in
this proposal Lord Selkirk includ-
ed all the arrears of rent.

“A very liberal offer of this
description could hardly fail to
command gcngral approval. Ac-
cording to notice, the House went
into commitiee on the following
day (Saturday) and discussed it
at considerable length, the opin-
jon being, on the part of a very
large majority, that his terms
should be accepted; and a Bill
was then introduced by Colonel
Gray, authorizing the Govern-
ment to raisg a loan of £10,000, in
addition to the sum of £30000

The harbour facilities at Wood | porty will be from £6,000 to £7.000,

| chase Act — lcaving about £16,000

provided by the old Land Pur-

at the disposal of the Government.
“The cost of Lord Selkirk's pro-

and if it be judiciously managed
the setflers .on that estate ought
' {o be enabled to purchase their
{ farms for 6s. or 7s, an acre, and
|all the back renls be forgiven,
which would be a great boon to
many destitute and unfortunate
setilers on the estate.”
—The Examiner, May 1, 1860.
(Noting in a subsequent issue
that the arrears of rent on the
Selkirke estate amounted to “the
cnormous sum of £14,0007, the
Examiner added: “If the bargain
be closed, his Lordship may con-
gratulate himself on having made
an admirable speculation, Three
shillings and sixpence an acre
must be considered a very excelr
lent price for land that didn't ap«
pear ever to have yielded a penny
of rent. The question arises—
What prospect is there for the
Government ever receiving cither
principle or interest?")

THREE-DAY BATTLE
The battle of Gettysburg, one of
the most famous battles of the
American Civil War, was fought
July 1-3, 1863.

Electrical Contractor
WIRING AND REPAIRING

ERNEST Rt w.mws,uf.J
120 Elm Ave Phune 1063
/.

of that time,

RORALRCAORORARO DAL ACAE

| The Age-Old Stor d

saith the Lord, the children . of
children of Judah together; going
weeping, They shall go and seek
the Lord their God. They shall

faces thitherward saying, come and
let us join ourselves to the Lord

in a perpetual covenant that shall

not be forgotten,
EYE' FOR AN EYE

During the War of 1814, British

Israel shall come, they and the !

ask the way to Zion, and their

troops set fire to the White House
in Washington in retaliation for
the burning of public bulldings at’]
York, later Toronto.
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H.J.\. ,BROWN, D. P.
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THE MOST VALUABLE THING
_IN THE WORLD

to YOU is your TIME, and the income \ou earn by employment §

An injury by ACCIDENT may destroy, or

reduce your In

come,
It should be ins

Our experie

Offices:
ALLISON

THOMAS

and hospital, as well as for loss of time.
“from our nearest Agent or write,

HYNDMAN & CO. LIMITED

surance Underwriters is at your disposal.

t
CYRUS A. R. SHAW—District Manager nt Montagu¢

¥F. L, MacNUTT—Rep: b t
‘K. T, MYERS—Representative at Elmsdale

FARLE 8, JELLY—Representative at O'Leary
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