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DEATH TOLL HIGH IN HALIFAX HOTEL FIRE

Scenes Of Horror

CARDINAL PACELLI BECOMES

PRE CEDENTS
BROKEN IN
iS ELECTION

popular Choice Made
On Third Ballot On
First Day Of Vot-

ing.

S
By RICHARD G. MABSOCK
iated Press Forel,

claves. He was
ballot in the first day of voting.

He
spiritual reler of 331,500,000 Cath
olies and

became the 262nd Pontiff,
temporal sovereign of
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$160,187 Soent
On P.E.I. Park

De Luxe Golf Course To
Cost $54,144, Of Which
$34,099 Was Paid Up
To January 3lst.

turn tabled in the House of Commons today.
plete, of which $34,099 was paid up to last Jan. 81,

der paper, Feb. 27, read as

OTTAWA, March 2—(CP)—The Dominion Govern-
ment spent $160,197 up to Jan. 31, 1939, on the new Na-
tional Park of seven square miles in Prince Edward Is-
land, W. A. Walsh (Con. Mount Royal) was told in a re-

The golf course in that Park is to cost $54,144 com- | Nazis

Mr. Walsh’s question on the or-
follows:

1. How much land has been ac-

BRITAIN PLANS
BIG INCREASE
N AR FORCE

Record Sum Called
For In Estimates
To Strengthen Air
Arm.

(By The Canadian Press)

, March 2—Great Brit-
ain announced & 66 per cent in-
crease in her airforce appropria-
tiong today close on the heels of &
declaration by Germany that the
intendéed to maintain their
advantage in warnlanes.

Air Secretary Sir ley Wood
submitted estimates to the House
of Commons calling for the spend-

of the record sum of £220,626,~
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brother princes of the church to

Y' votes he received on
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from the Queen Hotel when it

today,
“It was
is all

4. How much money
government

was destroyed by fire
project, exclusive of land?

told interviewers here:
a tough experience, that
" 1 can say.”
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“Reign Of Terror”
Within Besieged

Missing In
Madrid
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Spain,
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AVILA, March 2—(AP)-—
Nationalist officers reporied tonight
that “hundreds” of refugees were
their lives to flee from Mad=

costs announced thus far to £535,-
426,381 and the general budget to
£1,070,002,462, greatest in peacetime

J . The general figures in-
clude an appropriation of £400,000,~

“] was awakened by a Wwo-
e Seccain” sl ” Michack O et okt the gov. |10 TOF ol services.
who upied a_ third floor .
room. “I jumped u opened | | emment spent to date on the golf Boosts General Budget
the door o%“my rom:’undp:here course to be located in this park? * &
within were the flames, I shut “the 7. What is the estimated cost of | Another appropriation of approx-
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s ; broug] lown " month, :
. . = S The Air Secretary stressed &

speed-up in the manufacture of
planes, stating Britain’s
ine strength on March 31 would
be 1,750 planes.

He disclosed that the air force
personnel would be fncr by
(12,000 to a total of 118,000. Add

ing to this 77,000 men in the Royal
Air Force Reserve and Volunteer
Reserve and 27,000 in the auxiliary
services, the fighting manpower

reach the smrength of 220,
000 officers and -men. Volunteer
recruitments for the vear are ex-
pected to be six times that for any

(Continued on page 9, Col 6)
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(By The Canadian Press)
VANCOUVER, March 2—One of
the Royal Canadian Air Force's
new Hawker Hurricane fighting
planes crashed and burned while
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Other officers are J. P. Simmonds,
Ch 1, vice-pr t and
J. R, Butherland, Sussex, N. B, sec-
 retary-treasurer.  J. H. Gaudet,
Summerside, P, E. T. 1s & member
of the executive.

Elected Pope

CARDINAL PACELLI
Takes name of Pope Pius

Eye-witness
Account Of
Hvolocau‘st

Mrs. Sophie Martell, headwait-
ress for more than 20 years at
the Queen Hotel, destroyed by
fire today, has written the fol-
lowing eye-witness account for
the Canadian Press. Mrs. Martell
is known to everyone who ever
visited the hotel.)

Written For the Canadian Press
BY SOPHIE MARTELL, QUEEN
HOTEL HEADWAITRESS

HALTFAX, March 2 —(CP)—I
was on duty at the time of the
fire. I was supposed to go on at
slx o'cloc? so I asked to be called
at 5.30. My room was in the hotel
near the kitchen.

T was working on a party last
night but I never noticed any-
thing going on—such as & fire.
This morning I opened the door
in the dining room after I got up.
I turned on the heat in the radi-
ators and then I switched on the
lights. They worked alright.

Then I went out behind the
front desk to look ov~r the re-
ports—guests going away on the
morning train. The night clerk,
Eddie Weaver, was with me.

Blinding Smoke

When I left the desk I started
toward the dining room. It Was
then I saw the smoke, It was 80
thick I couldn’t get through.

When the night clerk came out

he saw the smoke and sald, “Oh
God, Sophie, a fire” Then he
called the fire department. That
was about twenty after six. The

fireengines must have come right

AWAY.

1 went upstairsto the first and
floors and hollered “fire,”

but the smoke was so thick I had

to beat it. I went out in the street

and yelled for help.

The fire seemed to come in just:

about two seconds. They started

(Continued on page 9, Col 4)

Excels In Quality

Advocates Before
Committee Limiting
Profits Of Radio
Broadcasting Com-
panies.

(By The Canadian Press)
OTTAWA, March 2-— Hope that
Parllament would approve legisla-
tion almed at limiting profits of
radio broadcasting companies was
expressed to the House of Com-
mons Radio Committee here today
by Lecnard W. Brockington, chair-
man of the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation’s board of governors.
Owners of private radio stations
enjoyed a right to occupy the pub-
lic domain and, in effect owned a
franchise for that purpose, he said.
Therefore, every private station
was as much a trustee for all
classes of listeners as the CB.C.
These operations were in the
nature of a public utility, Mr.
Brockington contended. The profits
of other public utilities were limit-
ed by statutory action, and simi.
larly the extent to which radio
broadcasters were enabled to earn
dividends also should be controlled.
Mr. Brockington outlined to the
committee the responsibilities and
functions of the Corporation, it
was not a department of govern-

As Flames Reach’

Score O_f;_ Victims

Four Charred Bodies Recovered
From Still Smouldering Ruins
Of Historic Queen Hotel.

(By

Harold J. Fair, Canadian Press Staff Writer)
HALIFAX, March 2—(CP)—Four

charred bodies,

only ones recovered from the ruins of the historic Queen
Hotel in which at least 25 persons were believed to have

perished in an early
mortuary tonight by

morning blaze, were examined in a
Dr. F. V. Woodbury, city medical ex-

aminer, as he sought unsuccessfully to identify them.

Dr. Woodbury said two of the bodies,

taken from the

ruins of the building in downtown Halifax this afternoon,
were men. Another was a woman and he was unable to
determine immediately the sex of the fourth.

The fire, the city’s worst disaster since
explosion caused thousands of deaths 22 years ago,

the Halifax
spread

from the almost century-old hotel to the adjoining Hesse-

lin and Hamilton buildings.

was pressed into service.

Meantime preparations

ferred tonight on procedure.

said no one was detained.

ment, nor were its employees civil
servants. The funds of the cor-
poration were not drawn from the
public treasury, but from the lic-
ence fees paid by owners of radio
receiving sets: and. from commercial
sources. .

The 50000-watt station at Sack-
ville, N. B., would open April 8 and
that at Watrous, Sask., probably by
June 1. There were some DOOT]
covered areas, notably in Brit
Columbia and south-western On-
tario. Closest attention was being
devoted to these by the Corpora-
tion and every effort would be put
forward to solve the problems that
these presented.

The arrangements which the C.
B.C. had with the national cha'ns
of the United States and with the
British Broadcasting Corporation
were particularly advantageous to

(Continued on page 9, Col 8

N. B. Member
Sees Union
Of Maritimes

FREDERICTON, March 2—
(CP)—Opinion that the Maritimes
should become one province and
that such a union would occur
“hefore many years’ was express.
ed in the New Brunswick Legis-
lature today by G. W. Perry (Con.

Carleton) when he spoke in the
budget, debate.
He believed the three provinces

for the cost of

could be governed
alone,

governing New Brunswick

said Mr., Perry, and under union
the Maritimes “would ee amon
themselves, for a nge, an

might get somewhere.”

“There is a pull-haul between
the port of Saint John and the
port of Halifax all the time now,
local jealousy.” he said Lack of
Maritime unity enabled Quebec
and Ontario to “boss everything.”

Mr. Perry reiterated his state-
ment of last vear that voting by
all tax payers should be made
compulsory in the province. Can-
didates’ costs of running cam-
paigns should be lessened, he sadd.

The Carleton County member
criticised  the ~ Government —on
many points, declaring it had no
idea of economy, had done noth-
ing to solye ‘unemployment and
had done little for the farmer.

identification of the victims.

Damage was estimated at
§800,000. Every available piece of fire-fighting equipment

Plan Thorough Probe

were made for a thorough
probe. Nova Scotia Fire Marshal’s officials and police con-

It was known that police and these officials questione
ed several hotel employees tonight
the fire. No official would comment, however.

on possible causes of
Authorities

Dr. Woodbury said the “main thing” he sought was
By virtue of special

legis-

lation, he acts in the same capacity as a coroner and jury

underway.

tomorrow.

police held hundreds of

tonight for news.

sible a definite list of dead.

itely missing,
be at another

there were 87 guests and 30

ground.

Street, Halifax's main
allels Hollis Street, and is
hear the screams.

Investigation Underway

Nova Scotia Fire Marshal J. A.
Rudland said his department al-
ready had begun its investigation.
In the Province's Legislature the
seconder of a resolution of sym.
pathy urged a thorough probe.

The pgd;ig_fgggd_ﬁwﬁeycfpn_lhei

(Continued on page 3, Col 1)

Investigation

HALIFAX, March 2 —(CP)—
Nova Scotia’s Legislature ex-
pressed Its “sense of deep sorrow
for the friends and relatives of-
those who lost their lives in the
fire which destroyed
Hotel” today. Acting on & reso-
lution moved by Premier Angus L.
Macdonald, the House suspended
business for the day “as a mark
of respect.”

The House heard Conservative
Leader Percy C. Black, who sec-
onded the resolution, —urge “a
thorough investigation.” The Op-

osition: Leader said he had been

nformed there was “not sufficient
fire protection equipment” in the

otel.

“I have been Informed that
there were no ropes in the rooms
—or in many of the rooms. As I
understand if this is mot in ac-
cordance with safety regulations”
Mr. Black said, “I have no doubt

Into Fire

Urged In Legislature

an investigation will be held and
I think the Government should be
represented.”

(Major J. A. Rudland, provine-
fal fire marshal, said later his de-
pnrt;nent. was investigating the
fire, .

If anyone were responsible for
the fire or for lack of fire pro-
tection equipment, that responsi-
bility should be fixed, the Op-
position Leader said.

The Premier described the dis-
aster as “a great calamity that
has taken a very considerable
number of lives; how many is un-
known but some lives have been
Jost in this great fire.

“Some members of this house
have taken some part in the work
of rescue and have witnessed har-
rowing scenes, It is their view that
no further business other than
routine should be done.”

necessary; 1 vith
sidered such a course unlikely’in

Firemen continued pouring
ing ruins. Frequent puffs of smoke blew up from the de-
bris. Firemen said the ruins would not be cooled suffi-
ciently to allow resumption of the search for victims until

The list of recorded missi
but police said names could not all be placed on a “defin-
feared dead” list immediately. They might
hotel or might have left the city. Absence
n a safe buried in the ruins,
ible. It was known, however,
employees in the five-storey
brick, wood and stucco building.

Early arrivals at the fire scene reported scenes of in=
describable horror. Screams from the burning hotel mingw
led with the harsh crackle of flames. People were seem
dropping from the windows as high

of the hotel register, locked i
made a definite check imposs

Dormitory residents of the Y.
business thoroughfare which par«
a block away, said they could

in other parts of the country. If he feels an investigation
+~he: communicates with-a

-p Mogistrate.--He con»
View of the other probe

Ruins Still Smouldering”

water into the smoulder-

The entire block on Hollis Street was roped off and
spectators behind police lines.
Royal Canadian Mounted Police guarded ruins of the
Nova Scotia Liquor Commission store which was located in
one of the destroyed buildings.

Relatives of more than 35
Radio stations and newspapers appealed
to survivors to report to police headquarters to make pos-

persons unreported sought

Definite Check Impossible

ng approached the 25-mark

as 30 feet from the

M. C. A. on Barrington
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FORECAST

Maritime East, decreasing morthe
west, winds; fair and cold,

High tide tonight at 830 and tos
morrow morning at 9.44.

Sun sets this evening at 549 and
rises tomorrow morning at 6. 4.

Full moon March 5, 2 P. M.

Suminerside tide 18’ minutes lated
than Charlottetown.

THE CAR FERRY SAILINGS

Leave Borden 945 a. m. 19 m
Tormentine 11 s, m. 3.05 p. m.
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