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Hong Kong Inquiry

The

Colonel Ralston's report on the Canadian ex-
pedition to Hong Kong is Leing analyzed by
s, with results which leave a wide
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Why, it i 1g asked, did such a doubt arise?

idea that men can fight this war
' equipment? Or did the De-
Defence believe the men would not
have to figh Kong? Cr was there a be-
lief that the material was already there, waiting
for the men? In any case, what happened was
that the troopship sailed on QOct. 27 with empty
epace in its h h might have held 20
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As. far as can be learned. the. British . Food
Ministry has made no agreement with Canada
regarding 1042 quotas of dairy products.  Last

ner

nnounced much ecarlier.
apparently have some
are prepared to ship
large quantiti ¢ and condensed milk in
order to keep their farmers producing at
top levels and at remuncrative prices In the
case of cheese w they have asked for a one-
third increase and have stated their intention of
shipping 250 million pounds tc Britain —more
than double last vear’s effort, more than double
the current Canadian quota,

There is just a sugzestion here that more ag-
gressive agricvltural leadership in the  United
States hias had the effect of overshadowing the
contribution Caradian dairy farmers might make
to tha [Fainire’s Broadbasket.
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something more positive, and a more  equitable
price structure, it is going to be hard to work up
any enthusiasni,
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A Poet’'s Thanks

John Maseficld, poet laureaze of England, has
published a new poem which is likely to find a
more than usually wide circle of appreciative
readers. It is entitled “Shopping in Oxtord,” and
it is an outpouring of praise for all who have
served the poet in shops, bosk stores, bakeries,
antiques and clothiers: “those who, whether well
or ill, or hot or freezing, seek out the buyer’s plea-
sure and are pleasing.” This is perhaps the first
tribute of its kind in English verse, and it is a
masterpiece of felicitous phrasing.  No shopper
can have been happier than lie who made these
purchases :

Each one was rendered friendly, with a smile,

A charming word or jest that gave a grace

Of silver to the penny’s common-place,

So that a spirit companied the thing

Borne in the paper package tied with string.

So that it seemed a thing not Lought and sold

But given, out of friendship snd worth gold.

Haven't we all experienced something of this
grateful glow from little courtesies received
across the counter? The poem ends:

The common thing, if blessed by head and heart,
Becomes uncommon as a worg of art,

So these who sell to those who only buy

Have made their sellings bright in memory,
Thanks can not pay what kindness freely gives,
But the glad kindness runs the world and lives,

I live the gladder for the daily thought

They gave me golden what my coppers bought.

It is worth reading these iines over several
times, and even memorizing them.  They are a
very worthwhile contribution to the amenities of
life.

— EDITORIAL NOTES -

Next month we'll all be entitled to rise an hour
earlier than heretofore.
* * * X

The world is aflame, and Prime Minister Mac-

kenzie King merely piddles on the conflagration.
x ko

Those who like to hear themselve: talk use the

radio; those who like to have things done, use

the newspapers.
* * *

Donald Gordon must have fallen from grace
when he utilized the Sabbath for propaganda on
sugar rationing. Besides he left a bitter taste in
not a few God-fearing housewives’ mouths,

Apparently the people generally are taking
kindly to the suggestion that Prime Minister

Mackenzie King should be forgiven his previous
trespasses, and get a new lease of political life as
a conscriptionist by any other name.

*® * L *

Orders-in-Council approved between  Septem-
ber 1, 1939, and January 16, 1942, totalled 20,128,
Mr. Douglas Ross (Toronto, St. Paul’s) was in-
formed in a return tabled in the House of Com-
mons, Orders passed while Parliament was actu-
ally in session during this period numbered  5,-
[GHH

i * ko ok ¥

Some of the things we expect to be accomplish-
ed in the current year: the ordering of a new
Car Ferry steamer for Borden route, the provis-
ion of an additional Ferry steamer at \Wood Is-
lands: the completion of our City Wharf ac-
comodation; and the hard surfacing of the road
to Wood Islands.

* * * k

Now that the Prime Minister admits that his
policy is the same as that officially expressed by
the Leader of the House of Commons, all that
remains for the plebiscited to do is to make their
mark in the right place on the dotted line, It is
reminiscent of  [litler’s  election  dodge—one
name on the ballot, vote for or against,

o s B

Edinburgh in its Navy Week raised $30,000,-
000 to replace the ill-fatal H, M. S, Prince of
Wales and an additional §23,000, as well. Lon-
don has pledged itself to raise in its Navy Week
in March sutficient to build a whole fleet, the
borough of Westminister itself undertaking to
contribute the cost of an air-craft carvier, $23,
000,000,

* * * #*

Sir Thomas Bodley, diplomat and scholar, died
this date 1613 ; made one of the tinest libraries of
classics in England, after that of Humphrey,
Duke of Gloucester, whose collection was de-
stroyed by the Reform Commissioners of Lidward
VI; he presented his library to the University,
and it now consists of over a million volumes
and 40,000 MSS: it is entitied Dby law to a
copy of every book published in the United King-
doni; known as the Bodleian Library Oxford.

x ok kX

Do you recall the shiploads of scrap iron we

used to ship to U, S. A. appatently en
route to  Japan, cven long after war broke
out? Well Iron Age, New York, gives the

sequel. Japan's supply of iron and steel scrap is
sufficient to permit high armament production by
that country for many months to come. The
trade magazine estimated Japan's scrap pile at the
start of 1942 at about 10,000.000 tons Now in
this Province we have no one officially gathering
scrap because, presumably, it has already all been
shipped to Japan and not enough left to pay the
expense of the freight to “somewhere in Can-
ada,” where it could be wvserl

* *

Mr. Percy Black (Con, Cumberland) was in-
formed in the House of Commons that from
parliamentary adjournment last June until last
November 14 there were five appointments,
other than clerical and stenogravhic to the staff
of the Bureau of Public Information. The ap-
pointees, duties and salaries: Mr. R. A.
Farquharson. former parliamentary correspond-
ent of the Toronto Globe and Mail, Editor-in-
Chief of the news and feature branch at $3.200
a year; Mrs. M. Luxton of Montreal and Ot-
tawa, Editor, technical source naterial. consumer
branch, $1,560 a year; A S. Grigshy, Vancouver,
assistant to art and printing supervisor, $2,820;
Donatien Fremont, Ottawa, Trench pamphlet
Editor and writer, $3.120; and Miss M. Fergu-
son, Winnipeg and Calgary, Editor, Consumer

NOTES BY THE WAY

—_—

The German nation has es-
tablished all the necessary pre-
cedents for a horrible future for
the German people. The future is
long aad foggy, but the Russians
seem sure to be the jailers of the
Genmans and lhe arbiters cf their
fate when this war is done, and
they are nct as fastidious or mor-
alisiic as the civilized free races
whose restraints the Fuehrer mis-
took for weakness. — Westbrook
Pegler, U.S. Columnist.

Sir:—Less than a hundred years
ag> all workers on the land were
expected to stand asice and pull
their forelccks when any of 'the
gentry” passed, and their wives
and daughters had to make bob
curtsies. Wce to the "bumpkin” or
“yokel” who failed "to show proper
respect to his superiors.” He was
“taught to kncw his place.” This
kotowing to ‘his batters” has now
ceased. Only if the ploughman
joing the Army has he to salute.
Our fiel® are none the worse
tilled because pulling the forelock
has ceased Will the ploughman
fight less well if nct forced to be
continually saluting? — Letter to
Manchester Guardian,

When women as well as men
were required to register for
the purpose of receiving identity
cards a large preportion of the
ladies very naughtily gave tiaelr
wWrong ages Quite a cooumon
ractice seems to have been to
nocked off about ten years from
the actual birth certificate truth.
A much smaller number of men
are in the same boat, but waere-
as men usually practised ‘tnis
deceit for business purpcses, and
becauze they had an eye to the
too-old- atforty fetish, the women's
mctive was often sheer vunity.
But their fibs have found them
out, A wcman of 42 who entered
her age as 32, now finds herself
suddenly called up for war pur-
poses withh her ‘“group.” What
is she to do about it? Stick to her
guns, and be called up, or con-
ess in a false entry and possibly
be prosecuted? Perhaps, in view of
the large number of fair default-
ers, 'fessing up may be the best
way There are so many delinqu-
eats that it weuld be hardly pos-
sible to take proceedings against
them all. — Ottawa Journal.

“It was brought to my mind
very forcibly a few days ago”, a
friend of curs writes, “that I might
finish the war in a ccllarless con-
dition My ccllar stud suddenly
ceased to function while I was in
town Have ycu tried to buy a
froat collar stud lately? An hour's
search did bring me to a shop
where I was able to get one or

,two, but what am I to do when
these are g:one? The stud was
always the most elusive part of a

man's apparel. “You may certain-
ly have to do without stitf coliars”,
another reader tells us. “The
shortage of starch may affect the
laundr.es sconer or, later.” We
could, in fact, do very well without
ccllars, which are m.rely (but not
very) decorative. Besides that we
shall all have to grcw keards be-
fore long, owing to snhortage of
razor blades and other shaviag
equipment. Behind ‘e beard cne
could go collariess withcut. causing
remark. And there are mn> ccupcns
needed for whiskers “Grewing a
beard and save money on shaving
collars, and ties.” We cffer that as
a suggestion fer the next member
of the Government who prances up
to the micropfione to b.d us “go all
cut” or words to that effect. —
Sheffieid Telegrarh

British troops here are still
talking about the things they
saw at the surrender of Bardia.
One of th hings that stick in
their min is the refusal of
Majer-General Plerre de Villiers
to accept any sort of compromise
prior to the complete surrender of
the Axis garriscm. Toe Germans
and Italians fad sent envoys under
the white flag, but General de
Villiers demanded the comtand-
ing officer. so  Major-General
cchmict diove up to the Britich
lines in a battered German car
with bullet holes through the wind-
shield. He got out and walked to-
ward de Villiers, and then stop-
ped expectantly, apparently think-
ing that de Villiers would come to
meet Lim. We Villiers pretended
n:t to notice, and made the Ger-
man go all the way. This was the
spirit of the negotiaticns  which
foilowed, de Villiers accepting no-
thing but ccméglete surrencer, and
in fact, demanding and getting the
arms cof the German and Ifalian
officers c¢n the spot. The alter-
native was immediate atteck by
100 British tanks mas:ed inside the
broken perimeter cf the Bardia de-
fences. The first men into Bardia
advanced amid smoke and burn-
ing gas-line, for the Gertnans fired
everything inflammabkle. Driving
aleng the road toward the town,
one group of cfficers, revolver in
hand, herding 200 captured Ger-
mans befcre h'm—the happiest
man in Libya thovght., —
From a Special Cable to the New
York Times frem Cario.

Men in the forces have been
telling John Hilten of the misun-
derstandings that arise through
differences of accent or dialect or
brogue. But Professor Hilton
knows all about that difficulty, for
his ewn Lancashire accent has
more than once led t» confusicn
“Seme  t'me ago,” he sald, “T
went, into a biz ircnmonger's shop
in South UTondon. I wanted scme
clout nails—you know, thcse short
stumpy nails with flat beads for
nailinz felt down Every
mecnger keeps clout na’ls, “I sald,
‘a pouad of irch clcut nalls,
please ' He said, ‘Of what?' I said,
‘clout nails ' Never h-card of ’em,
he said ‘Ch, come,' I said, ‘clont
nails. Just ordinary clout nails’,
He fetched another fellow. He'd
never heard of clout nails either,
I couldn't belleve it fo I got out
pencil and peper and drew cne.
‘Cw,’ thev said. ‘veu mean claht
niles? Whyv dida't you sye sow?'”
—London Listener.

The A. T. 8. is to have f(ts
own police force. Women and
girls sre being asked to volunteer
at ATS. stations in all parts of
the country for a c-ur:e of police
training as rrospective “red-cavs”
Their job will be the same as the
ordinary military policemen, but
will be confined to deoaling vwyth
Service woemen Volunteers must
be over 25. and toughness and
brains are the main gualifications.
The new recruits will start as
lance-cornorals with cone stripe
A girl who v-luateered for the
work said: “Volunteers were inter-
viewed by a board of three men
and three women officers. Among
the questions T was asked Were:
he/ anv  knowledze of ju-
litsu? “Would T mind takine part
In a rough and tumble?’ “Hed 1
ever had autherity over oOther
people?” The volunteers will under-

o e e
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° A Thought A Day

g For A People At War
“The forces which have
plunged the world into war,
however strong, cannot preva’l
against the indomitable .':
strength of free peoples fight-

% ing in a just cause.” — F. D E

Roosevelt in a cable to H. M.
the King, December 12, 1941,

Dehydrated
Vegetables

(Halifax Chronicle)
Allocation of the sum

British Columbia, ;

Existing 1acilities, it is said, are
sufficient to prcduce but one hund-
ved and thirty-seven tons of dried
vegetables, while the British war
Office alone is seeking to place ord=
ers for one thousand tons. In the
case of dehydrated apples great suc=
cess has already been achieved, and
very considerable  quantities have
been shipped to Britain in a mini-
mum of shipping space,

Dehydrated vegetables, because of
their high nutritive value, are in
great demand not only for the arm-
ed forces, but for the feeding of the
civilian pcpulation as well. In Brit-
ain. where growing space is limitcd
and where the man-power question
is of supreme urgency, every oppcr-
tunity to secure toodstufts from
abroad is eagerly welcomed. The
establishment of dehydrating plants
in this country may provide a partizl
solution to this difficult prcblem,
and at the same time enable our
own farmers to find a sure market
for a very considerable porticn of
their vegetable crop.

Nova Scotia, both for geographic
and climatic reasons, should prove
the logical place for the location of
one cr more of the Government's

proposed vegetable dehydrating
plants. ~ There are large farming
areas in this province producirg

great quantities of high grade vege=
tables, and in most cases these
agricultural areas are located near
rail or steamer shipping points,

Moreover, the production of de-
hydrated vegetables is by no means
unknown in Nova Scotia. Attempts
to develop the industry in this prov-
ince have been made more than
once, and the products which were
put out were received with high ap-
proval. But for business difficulties
cf one sort and another, the dehyd-
rating of vegetables wculd have long
since become an established industry
in Nova Scotia.

With an assured market, the land
and the experienced growers, the
plants which are now to be set up
under Government auspices should
prove not cnly a valuable contribu-
tion to the war effort, but a defi-
nite asset to the agricultural inter-
ests of this province.

A Waste Of Time And

(Telegraph-Joumal)

In discussions of the matter of
a plebiscite on unive:s2l selective
service, or whate.er name One
chseses to give the tcotal mobinza-
tion of manpower for all war |
poses, rarely is tze queston
that lies at e root cf Loe mat-
ter. It may be put: “Is this
properly a maticr to be referred
to the people?”

When this guestion is answered
in the affirmative, it is usually on
the grounds that {he prime min-
ister, scme tme azo announced
that conseripticn wculd never be
introduced by the existing govern-
ment. It is not easy to follcw this
reasoning; surely there is nobcdy
unable to see that an assurance
given m perfectly gocd fa th may

be renderad nuil by a ccmplete
change in the s tuaticn since it
was given. On the other hand,

surely we are not so blind as to
fail to perceive that th's is not, in
any case, a quest'on which the
pecpie cenerailly should be asked
to decide.

Farlicmentary demceracy en-
ables the pecole to choose  who
shall repre:ent them. They clect
their representatives to sit in
Yerlament. Parliament nct the
people, is master of the govern-
ment. If Parliament says there
shall be gselective service, that ends
it, As Premier Buacken of Mani-
toba put a pebiscite is onl
move to “relieve our elected re
sentatives from a respons.bility
that gces with responsible govern-
ment.”

The supporter of true parliamen-
tary government .s ¢pmescd to pleb-
iseite at any tme. Pariiamentary
supporters seldom attempt to refer
anyihing to the people except for
the purposz cf ascertaining what
are -the innermo:t and unexpressed
wishes of the pecple in a general
way. A pleb'se’ta on a specific sub-
ject like celective service stultifies
parliamentary goverrment. In a
case like this, it should not matter
\ex;;mt is wished; it Is what s need-

The people, as a whole, cannot
possibly say what s needed in this
case. They have nere cf th» infor-
mation ¢a which to base a decision
and in war this informaticn can-
uwot be given to them. Military
needs cannot be left to popular
sentiment, least of all when it is
impcssible to civu'ze {he rrost im-
portant cetails Nor in tctal war
can selectiva service for industry
or conseription of we2alth ba left to
the pecple. Such de2cisions are for
the government, but the pezople
are safezuarded because the gov-
ernment has to satisfy the elected
parliament If the p:ople want to
exert direct influence, tta thing
for them to do is individually to
write or telegraph their members
of Parliament, part'cularly insist-
ing upon a prompt decision, a
total manpower policy and action,

If the bpresent critical s'tuation

secret depot bofore taking upv!;e'r
duties, — London Da -
i ally — Tele
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of four
thousands dollars to the Federal
Department of Agriculture for the
preparation of dehydrated vegetables
is news that will arouse much inter=
est in Nova Scotia. The tunds pro-
vided are to be expended in the es-
tablishment of dehydrating plants in
the Maritime provinces, Ontario and
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Henels Why

The Maxwell House blend reaches the
very peak of coffee goodness. It contains
%xland-grown coffees.

2 A unique roasting method captures every
atom of extra richness in this better blend,

1t roasts every single bean evenly all through,
Maxwell House is packed in the only way
that can ensure you roaster freshness. The
Super-Vacuum tin keeps all the air ouf —all

2 GRINDS

Ground to the right
degree of fineness and
always uniform,
Roasted, Ground and
Packed in Canada.
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calls for more men to be enlisted
and trained mere promptly than
tihe existing voluntary syst€m pro-
vides—and apparently the govern-
ment takes this view — then why
delay two months cr more in mov-
ing to fill the need; inciceatally
wasting two millions of the people's
mecney so badiy needed for deiciite
expenditures,

Where Meigﬁ;n
Stands

(Sydney Post-Reccrd) ¢

A C.C.F. member of Parliament,
speaking from the Cape Breton radio
station offered two criticisms with
respect to the a'leged position of Rt.
Hon Arthur Meighen, Conservative
leader, on the question of national
financing 7for W puarpses. Orie
was that Mr, Meighen had oppo.ed
the system of laxing excess profits
and that, in so deing he was
against the conscripting of naticnal
wealth as well o5 the man-power
of Canada for tne cution of
the war, The other was that he had
declared that i -limination of
prifits from busin would Iend to
destroy a mosu important meentive
to preduction.

It is intercsting to note that the
Conservative Leacer has dealt with
‘both these pomts in his second
broadcast by radio to the electors
of Scuth,vo:ix. Mr, Meishen denies
catezorically that he
the excess profits tax
however,
urges vhat the n
which the *
reached, not *y tukinz
fits for the four years
the war, tut by fixing that base at
a low percentage, no matter what
may have been the earnings pre-
ceding the war,

This makes ¢ ynmon. Sense. Which it
must be said the Government's excess
taxtation system does n°t. Under
the meth’d now fol'owed by the
Government, those business con-
cerns that made the mcst money
before the war are allowed the lar-
gest shaie of excess profits since
the war. That is, the fattest sows
get most of the new grease, On the
other hand, as Mr, Meighen point-
ed cut in his Toronto address last
week, this meth-d bears leavily on
yveung or unfortunate companies
which were economizing and had
little or no profits pricr to the war,
In point of fact the Government
is foll:wing an arbitrary rule-of-
thumb method of getting cf excess
profits, and the result reacts to the
preiudice of a wide range ¢f Cana-
dian business concerns, What is
perhaps even worse, from the nat-
jonal stand-point, it discourages
such concerns frcm  Speeding up
producticn.

Mr, Meighen reaffirms cmbhati-
cally his belief in the profit in-
centive. as an essential feature of
the individualist system whicn is in
effect in practical’y the entire civi-
lized world. It is doubtful that 2
per cent of rightlv-balanced, rea-
sonablv-informed Canadians differ
from the Conse vative in this re-
gard, Certainly the King Govern-
ment does not differ from it. On
this point Mr, Meighen has said:
“The Government believes, as I
believe, that it is in the interests
of the state to leave an incentive
for efficiency, an incentive for pro-
fits however small, not because pro-
fits are sacred, but because t> do
s0 p.oduces more goods and more
revenie and therefore is better for
the state. The British Government
follcws the ‘same recourse”

On the other hand the Conserva-
tive Leader is as strong an advo-
vate cf the conscription of profits,
income and property as of man-
power in orcer t5 win the war.
“our taxiation,” he says, “must bhe
levied on those able to pay, and on
an accelerated sca'e.” Nothing
could be more expliclt than his
statement rezarding the taxation of

“COMPLETE
INSURANCE
SERVICE”

W. K. ROGERS
Agencies Ltd.

Phone 540-541
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wealth, “No rights of prcrmrtyl. o' ST, LLEANOR'S RED CROSS

incone,” he asse:ts, “can be allow- CROES
ed L5 stand in the way cf sacrifices BRANCH A. ANNUAL MEETING

or anything else to win the war.

St. Eleanor’s Red Cross Branch
NYLON PINCH-HITS

A, met for its annual meetny a

the home of Mrs, F.F. May, This So.

Nylon substitutes for leather, Ciety has a membership of thirty.

cork and sponge have been dey- five but several have been c:

el-ped, ing residence and some have g
to other ccmmunities,

Twelve regular meetings woere

— held as well as several sewing and
it LGl S

ATTENTION teetings amounted o $32.49. My

Swine Breeders

work was accomplished by powm
NOW is the time to guard

Nig

cial mention was made of &
beautiful werk done by one ! the
members, Mrs, Abel Clarke.
Following is the report of the {i-
nancial statement by the secre
treasurer, Mrs, Roy Tanton.

sewing and wool committees, Spe-
against

PIG WORM lections, $32.49; donations, §
w A entertainments, $90.63; Ice Croam
By using the most effeclive 8 <0001 §12.40; balance from 194,

- remedy on the market

MAC’'S PIG WORM
TONIC POWDER

It will thoroughly abolish all
traces of worms, and improve
the health of your stock. 35¢
and 70c a package.

$13.73. Total $166.65. Espensis;
yarn, $82.18; Queen’s Fund, §1014
bill folds, $10.00; sewing, $887;
Red Cross, $20.00; treats for
diers, $6.40; postage on ¢
parcels, $5.08; postage on o
parcels, $4.80. Red Cross d
$4.75; soldiers’ cards, $2.24; m
laneous, 30 cenks; Hall expenses,
$2.94; Total, $1#7.70. Balance on
hand $895.

Following is the report by M.
P.D. Crosby, convenor of the wool
cemmittze: 106 pairs sox, 7 pairs
finz knitted long stockings, 16 sc
ves, 28 pairs mitts, 2 aero caps, 18
sweaters, 9 pairs ankle sox, 2 hel-
mets, 2 four-piece childrens
2 pairs boys' long stockings.

Following is the report by M
Loman Adams, convenor of s
committee: 20 pairs pyjamas. 5
jackets, 35 diapers, 4 baby
The following articles were don:
ed: 1 baby bonnet, 1 pair bootess,
Relieves Coughs, Colds, Heaves J§ 1 baby spread, 2 baby dresses, 2
and all infections of the lungs quilts, Th= material for one q
of horses. It can be easily was nated by Mrs. Roy T
administered by mixing with and {:e quilting was dcne by
the food, and leaves no bad :
after-effects,

MACS
CONDITION POWDERS
FOR HORSES AND CATTLE

Tones up the system, cures all
skin troubles and gives a
glossy coat of hair. For swelled
legs. purifying the bloed and
as an Eradicator of worms il
is an unfailing remedy. Price
50c¢ a package.

MACS
HEAVE AND COUGH
REMEDY

bers of th ed Cross.
Price 50c. Lt __ﬁR oross

THE TWO MACS § "0 ™%

STOCKHOLM -— (CP) - Re-
149 Great George Street viewing tiSv\'c:,if.‘n's. positicn In  tae
3 war, he  newspaper  Dazens
Mail Orders Given Prompt M Nyheter declared “rhe holy fire
Attention, of f eedom burns stronger mn
Scandinavian minds
ftefore.”

FOR FREEDOM

than ever

E.R. Brow & San

Fire, Auto, Life, Accident, Siclzness‘
and Plate Glass Insurance

at Lowest Rate |
Agent at Summerside, Lloyd-Lewis i

|

144 Richmond St.

Charlottetown

N Starring
As Usual

For many a year now our Tobacco has
been up with the leaders in its class. Today
it is still a star performer, and still deliver-
ing the goods.—

HICKEY'’S
BLACK TWIST
CHEWING

10c Per Fig

Manufactured By

HICKEY & NICHOLSON

Tobacco Co Ltd. Charlottetown




