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‘ /Y do some children fail to make
, Pprogress at school, while others
succeed?

N \Thousands of children and parents wery,
wsked this question after the examinaftons as
¥he end of the recent school term. In many
‘xases the parents, teachers, and evem the chil-
‘dren themselves, agreed that it was because of.

‘geeming stupidity.

There are at least forty reasons why some
‘childrem appear dull, but, according to those
swho should know, stupidity is not included.

Only in the cases of children who are ab-
solutely -idiotic, they say, is the trouble irre.
mediable, and cven then the surgeon's knifs.
may, e available.

’ of the reasons given for bad
showing ox the part of pu{il: is poor eyesight

medical inspector in the public schools of
@ large city says it accounts for 75 per cent,
of “backwardness.”” The suggestion has beex
made that a benefaction which ‘would furnish:
froe ?cga.nes to poor school children would
'8"‘“‘»7!
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prove the mentality of the nation.
alnusrition, adenoids, cigarettes, lackl
of play and inflexibility of promotion schema
@re named as other important reasons. With
Yhe er understanding of the backward
upil, the schoolroom “dunce”. is fast passing
0 @ memory.
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Here are the Forty Reasons for

”
“Backwardness
. Poor it 2. in home
i !Jndnrt'eu'ﬂ'.'.'I 23. Unsympathetic teachen
Overted 2{. Unsuited to school system
4 -inwholnomo dtet 2. Natural bent ignored:
8 ¥ clothing . Stepmother
& Adulterated confections . Abused by schoolmates
1. Not enough sleep hiatad 2. Hugncho from bad stom-
entllate acl
Y em’m 19 e 29. Adenolds, or ‘lrritating
9. Bleop with too many in a mouths
room 30. Clolhhlnx ‘umnmﬂrat‘::t‘!n
3 late at nl 31. Teacher favors o
i} The ‘ciware :::ﬂt 32. Enforced absence by sick-

g %1!:. ﬂl‘m"ﬁ.‘hlt ness
. o uor

13. The uqu and coffes habit .33. Urged to undue exertion,
14. Intemperance of parent 34. The rod g

or parents 35. The dunce's stool

15. Has to mind the baby 36. Lack of special achool fa-
16. Has to work at home cilfties

7. Not permitted to play $1. Hix honor not appealed to
‘. Too }:nd of Ilo 2 38, 't l'm'; “*dumb’*
19, Insufficient exerclse LU 4 lax;

Parents lack interest .l ity of promotion

21, Mother has to work *

is dull at school?
It {s pot true, except in an artificial sense.
Your child may not be getting along in
s:heol go fast as some others, but it may not be be-
#wvase of dulness,
Few children are dull, except those born with abso-
vte mental deficlencies, or acquiring them through in-

H AVE you conceived the delusion that your child

In the little red schoolhouse days it was customary

% mos a “dunce's cap” and a “dunce’d chalr,”” and on

“1s chuir was placed the ohild who fell behind * its
studfes, )y

One such experience would earn for a ohild a repu-
tation for stupidity which, perhaps, he y'ou.ld never be
anic to outlive—nat least, not for years,

Tuto the more up-to-date schools of the newer coun-
try, and the towns and cities, the “dunce” idea bas
been grafted In modified’ op varled gulses..

And yet there Is no such thing, in its common accep-
fation, as a stupid or backward child.

This is no mere opinion. It has been fully demon-
§tated in cities which have recently sought out the

* Mwssons why some pupils do not get along so well at

@00l as others.
TREMENDOUS PROMISE FOR FUTURE

It has been proved past persdventure that in almost
evory instamive there is some physeical, sociologloal or
peychioal reason which may readily be remedied by in-
tolligent methods. .

AVbat & tremesdous promise this- holds forth In edu-
‘eating the youth of the (future!l It means that when
mothods of seeking out the reason for ‘‘backwardness'”
and treating it shall have bean adopted generally, thers
will be in our schools’ none but bright pupils; that we
shall become a mation of highly ‘educated people,

It means that the brain of any one child is almost,
it not quite, as susceptible to Instruction as another,
and that if one appears to be not as bright ns another—
frovided thers be no mental derangoment—it s be-

BTl Chrlarerr. Sar Bgysicyl Defects.

Health in many citles, inspectors—regular membors of
the medical profession—whose duty It is to visit every
school building in the city twice a week. Every pupll
is thoroughly examined upon admission, and casually ex-
amined on every visit of thoe Mspector to the school,

There are card systems where the complete his-
torfes of the puplls are kept and revised as required.

The style of card used In one of tho blg cltles of
the East is divided into twelve columns.

In the first the teacher s required to state the num-
ber of sessions that the pupll has been absent in a year;
fn the mecond, the number of times late; and then, In
order, these things must be reported upon: Grades -ex-
empted from; number of times examined; number of
times failed; condition of eyes; conditlon of ears, condi-
tion of throat; conditlon of nose; cordition of skin;
orthopedic condition. s

This last refers to any deformity of the body.
deformities are reported upon, but that most
found relates to the spine,

Thousands upon thousards of children appear dull,
stupid, simply on account of their spines.

Perhaps the curvature 15 slight, may be remedied by
a little manipulation. Pevhaps it will require longer
troatment. At any rate, the trcatment is ordered, and
if the purents be too poor to pay for it, it I8 done at the
expense of the city,

And once those nerves which follow the course of
the spine have -become adjusted so that they work as
nature intended them to, the mind of the pupll becomes
brighter; he no longer fails at examinations, he takes

All
often

20477 0 P
st S

S e

R
~

\ 4

\\\\

LI msE Hork sE Niphd
Wy~ K “rotesad of Sualyizgt

nasal passage, largely unfit the child for study—and
declare that every operation was successful and in every
instance the child has advanced much more rapidly
fn its studies.

Of the 157,600 children examined in Manhattan, and
6500 examined In Brooklyn, two-thirds were found to
require medical or surgical treatment or better nourish-
ment. This, In the opinion of the Board of Health,
explains why so many children seem to be haokwprd—-
the lessons would not tax them if they were in normal
healthy condition,

Results of examinations made recently in Philadel-
phia schools show .in a still more concise manner how
the physical abnormality of children affects their studfes,

" 'Dry Weasels.

GERMAN CHILDREN OFTEN m‘uvts A

In Germany many school children commit suicidd
Query year. They think life {s not worth living becaus®

two actua] instances which he has supplied:

A doy, years old; in ot ;o
B T A R BB 0

o 7 107 8 g clke” Tt youra; myopia |

atism] no further trouble after its co g N

“1 have many similar cases in ‘my motebook,' satd
. “Results would be better i the recom-
mendation for glasses could in all cases be ocarried out. *
Muny parents are too poor to buyy glasses. This would
be'a goc 1 opportunity for some charitable organization
or individual philanthropist,

“For a sum no larger than our millionatres often
donate to a religious or educational purpose, & fund
could be endowed to procure glasses for poor chfldren.
Not only would this aid tens. of thousands of chile
dron to get educations—it would aid them all thelp
lives, would make them healthy and brilllant ocitisens.
There is no ocharity I can think of which could do se
much’ good for such a moderate expenditure,

“In many instances the small cost of a pair of glasses
would be a lifelong benefit to some little struggiing puptl
with 'an ved for and 1
deficlency. And this opinion is the result of examining
10,000 children during fifteen years’ experience. i

“In some instances the teachers have pald for glasses
out of their own meager purses, so pathetio has been
the need for it under their eyes.”

Progressive Glasgow, BScotland, has lately devoted
much attention to eyesight of ¢hildren; and out of
62,493 examined, 18,666 were below the standard for vie
slon, 4

" Children feel keenly the stigma of being called ‘‘stu-
pld” lecause they have falled to pass an examination.

low keenly they feel it is evidenced by a single Inci-
dent, told by a woman principal of a Philadelphia publio
school. A boy df 13, destined to spend another year 4n

Chort Go 2o Satoos
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an interest In his studjes, becomes trang med from a
stupld into n brillant child.

Dr, John J. Cronin, ebfef medical {1 pector of the
New York rchools, Is of the opinfon that fully 95 per
cent. of s hool children fall to adequately profit by
the present school system on account of, physical trou-
bles which could be remodied

He and uis assistants have performed over 10,000
operations 6y adenold growths—which, irritating the

Lrpbure Confectzons il Loky Foky " Aivuelul,

For instance, in a public school In a good neigh-
borhood, out of 800 children examined, 444, or more than
65 per cent., had errors In refraction. In the opinion
of Dr. L. C. Wessels, an eye, ear, nose and throat
speclalist, who gathered statistics for this article, de-
fectlve eyesight was the prime reason for apparent
backwardness in these schools.

He was not content to secure filgures on errors in re-
fraction. He showed by comparison how the percentage
of children having poor eyesight grew less as the high-
er grades were reached, Indicating that on account of

PAPER. TO CLOTHE U5,

HE time .s here when dignified Augusta,
- Maine, or graceful ‘Richmand, Va., or en:
ggetic Elizabeth, N. J., or breezy Denver,
ol., ...ay sweep aside the paper portiere
of her dressing room, attire herself in her paper
skirt and invisible paper shirtwaist, don her paper
hat and, taking along all the paper money she hap-
pene to haveni\nndy, go downtown and buy a few
more dozen of the new paper napkins that go go
well with the new paper tabfecloths.
- For the age is at last ready to become an age
of paper, all the way from the paper string that
ties up t‘w package of paper napkins to the Jn)mr
sheeta between whioch Augusta, in Maine; Adalaide,
out in Australia; Washington, Lincoln or Franklin,
almost anywhere in the United States, can sleep for
the paper-covered fuiture.

ANCIFUL FRANK STOCKTON, a generation ago,
made his escape from the famous lady and the
tiger—the success which rendered it nearly im-
-possible for him to sell what he wrote Imme-

dlately afterward—by telling the story of the penurious
pinmaker who slept: under a blanket of newspapers—
not | the newspapers of the day put you to

9sure the "backward” chili needs spocial phy at-
W tion,

Only a few years ago, when a child presented itsolf

& publio school, no questions were asked, Later,

Secama customary, In some states, to require & cer-
t%cate of vaccination. In most cities that I all that
s required now,

rl.: l::. Iarge oities that have been wremiing with the
Wvoblem of backward children, however, smething more
Is required,

Thore Bre appointed by the City Rowrd of Publie

e

e

#'c p,. but because newspapers at night were warmer
tuan woolen bLlankets, 3

It was & story that was all the more amuaing for
being mo true; and not tho least truthful of Its fea-
tures was the declaration that a newspaper Is one of
the warmest things—quite apart from the blg typs
nndiaolo od scare hend of today-that humanity ean

put itself next to.
treet car conduators, on cold and siushy  days,
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HE LATEST

paper on the rear platform.

Any number of workers exposed to iung hours of
cold find & newspaper between coat and vest a better
protection thun a chamols or woolen chest protector—
as warm, !n fact, as a rubber coat, without Inducing
the wealkeo:...g perapiration of caoutchoue,

Perhaps stockton's story :nspired the ever-inven-
tive Uermans to try their hands at obtalning practical
results; perhaps it didn’t. But the results are here,
anyway.

Process after process, patent after ?-tant, have
consrlrcd to make paper—common, ordinary paper—
avallable for yarn. he strange thing about the out-
come of twenty years of axperiment is that the ma-
terial made of paper loses all its heating grnwrtle-,
and, In the 1ast analysis, adapts itself best to articles
of apparel In which warmth s not to be desired.

SPUN FROM PAPER BANDS

The manwffacture {s not very Intricate. Rags, wood
—almost arfthing that will make good lpel‘—'ll'.
on wire-

ground up fito a pulp. The pu?, {n‘wn o
cloth druins, forms narrow bands of paper which are
rnrzly dried ana then spun Into yarn. The ya

be beautifully dyed, and treatment with chemicals
gives It strength, elasticity and a glistening smooth-
ness.

One varlety of the paper yarn {s being used for the
making of girdles, suspenders, n; and simllar ma-
terials. Another makes tablecloths, towe s, buckram,
linings, sacking, hangings, upholstery and even
rugs. It comes (nto service as an ally of {ts predes-
tined enemy--cotton—for It 1s cotton that will be most
affected, and most helped, by the new article of com-
merce.

Wood puip costs only one-third as much as cotton,
and exco'.rmt rugs and portleres aro woven with the
wn? of cotinm ana the woal of the paper yarn,

o It Is l'kely to cut ddwn the sale of cotton to an

apprecirblc  agrae, although tha world s grow(n blg-
ger ever iy Sou‘he:n plantera nee not *begin
hunting i mige money for a long time yet,
The pro abiilty s that they will welcome the new
t ) vy, for !t 1s now conceded to solve the
fAta neehiem of fite bagging for the in-
ereasing coiton crop. It Is wnply wtrong enough, and it
1asts as lo1 g Jute ever dares last.

Not vnly has cord made of the paper been used esm g

SARTORIAL IDRA

tensively for tying up packages, but sacks made of
woven paper have been found to give good service as
mall sacks,

Fish gelatin has lent to the fabrics made of paper
& property which constitutes the final test of prac-
tical utility—resistance to . They are wea
able, pliable, washable, dryable—perhaps boilable and
fryable, for all anybody knows to the contrary.

Soaked In water for a day and a night and then
allowed to dry, they prove to be as strong as ever,
l‘nd the only difference detected {8 a slight shrinkage.
There is no doubt that they would -uns frequent ex-
posure to rain as well as, and possibly better than, many
;lr(;t:m and muslins now In general use at much higher

ces.

With the 1oss of the heat-retaining properties that
characterize the ordinary sheet of paper, the new cloth
becomes even cooler than cotton for wear as a gar-
ment. But that is an Immensely valuable asset, for it
makes the stuft pecullarly suited to all warm cllml 0
and to the torrld summer season of many so:calle:
temperate zones.

boon thrice blessed it can be to thousands of
summer workers, as well as idlers, men ~s well as
women, whom It will enable to comply with the pro-
prieties and still be as comfortable as though f
were discarding half the clothing which the onven=
tions comrel them to wear.

Its utilities cover the needs of humanity from foot
to head, for already straw hats are made of aper
more cheaply and more handsomely than the or! ginal
straw aspired to. The paper “straw” hats-do not fade
and do not wilt, and, the material being of any length,
miracles of all sorts In hat-making are .wn{u
deft hands of the designer. The most
trlu"m‘phi thus far hlev_ed 'r:lunbo':n"the attalnment ot
qua aw"” which challenges compari
with tgoa ma hats. i

8o the paper age h arrived. The German way
has taken twenty years. The American ‘WAY won't be
satisfled If It takes longer than twenty minutes.
Whi A our hurry-up habit of discovering a

the modern Adam and Eve will soon be able to prome-
nade into the dreamy woodland in the E\onaln and
sh f.‘vn

out with a couple of trunkfuls of sty
n't& érmm
. s getting baok at nature with & yengoanom _Appareat :

Ve

the third grade, flung his arms about his mother's neck
and begged, ‘‘Oh, mother, pray to God that I may be
made like other boys!" % LRRIL 4

He was llke other boys, only he was not' erstood.

Recognizing this as a case of retarded tal de-
velopment, the principal of a school for “Incorrigibles*’—
there are no incorrigibles, by the way—had him placed
in a class of fifteen backward boys, where he might do
a year's work in two years, and not feel that he waf
falling behind,

At the age of six or seven ts the time whan childrem
need specialattention in regard to ‘‘backwardness.’’

Frequently at that age they develop massl growths
which make It very difficult to study. Am adult who
finds his mental mechanism obstructed by & dold In
the head for a day or two is quick to have.it remedied,
but the child is often neglected, ! ’

In the special school, manual training s used to teash
the mind through the hand-the very thing that mafny
child needs to cure its apparent stupidity,

Br‘ surgery is sometimes, but rately, resortel
in order to cure children of mental 'ects. In tlma‘
may become quite common. As yef, medical sclence
not far emough advanced to' localize seats of mo
defects in the brain. An would be ind| &
only where there Is an external manifestation of &
locallzed Internal lesion.

. . .BURGERY A GREAT AID.

of Gefects which cause reflag
a h 4 as growthd

L
b By o |

Removal by surgery
irritabliity Is av
in the ear, nose, or throat. ; §

The flexible scheme of promotions s considered Wy
many, experts to be a great ald to what might be called
Srwardness of puplls,

e time ago a Chicago woman, Mrs. Daniel Munro,

igated a plan to provide 2000 underfed school chile

breakfasts each morning. “If a child caxnet

pay & penry, he will be welcome to eat what he
wants at our restaurant,” exclaimed Mra. Munro,

In.other places the quantity of nourishment is helé
to be of not so much account a&s the quality.

“No tea or coffee should be given school childrea™
sald a physiclan. “The food should be sufficlent' ass
wholesome—little more could be sald. * % )

“It 18 the stuff that children buy about the school
than what they ;‘ home that injures

nhoun ?m
7 cl.sr;.oe:g T woman ?v or s ot
n

lunch does him a h -
al ..po‘::d the money tor‘r:d‘umnh i:l“ o‘:‘ m
o ﬂ'«hﬁ?‘x_}"ﬁ '.5“.‘.‘?.;'.'...m.. B2 ot bame
it s od h 3, ) o1
it 7 e, R el SIS
m%n alarmiung ex:ant. r &
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