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~ bearing a spade or a bucket should proceed to the
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case was desperate and the army of fire-fighters resolved updn

WAS YOUNG

Ir g ke N iks (Continued from page 7)

. The Ottawa of 1867 was a straggling city, made up of tw((;
principal .communities, commonly known as Uppex" E‘ov‘vtl ‘an
Lower Town, with the public buildings on “Barrack Hﬂl‘ asa }(Im]i
unécting: link. Lower Town was mainly Fr.ench,‘ but Sandy 'nh
at its southern verge was a fashionable residential quarter, wx!d
Daly Street as, the. most exclusive section, Upper‘Town clustere
about the Chaudiere Falls and the great lumber mills, whose oper-
atives were indifferently housed on LeBreton Flats or across the
river in the shanty town of Hull. Westward f}‘OlIl‘ the Parliament
Buildings, just beyond where the statues of the Fathers of Con-

ed the, waters of Dow’s Lake as a feeder for the Rideau Canal,
The dam was high and. the plentiful ontflowing waters poured in|
a  deluge down' the ravine below. Simulnepusly, the sweeping
fire reached the ravine. Many cinders blew atross, but the thou-
sands of ready hands with the plenty of water now at hand; éx-
tinguished every incipient blaze. The cutting of the dam left many
steamers and barges high and dry, and put-the Rideau Canal out
of business for the season, but it saved the city. :
There was little' of society in Ottawa in those days;. except
that made up of the cabinet ministers and thgir families, Yvith
the civil'servants, their'wives and ‘daughters, and these as yet but
lately become residents, Cutling ‘wis in some Vogue a&'a winter
federation now stand, was an old stone building, known as thesport, checkers and f}less‘ weére played in.‘th_‘e \_vkirilk‘:r éff&hings,- bu,t
officers’ quarters.. In front of this building three tall poles were hf)ckey, or xobogg§n1|1g had not yet come ml,i?Qr.lladflk_m‘eball;-hm-
standing, each with a bit of plank about five feet long spiked hori-|nis or golf for Summer pastimes. Casual v -‘jlt(')rs ) {mbre or Jc;s
zontally to its top. On these positions of prominence three bears,) note in the warm season eu)oyeq the .sensatwn 0 runnxng t e
pets of the Regiment, were wont to repose, basking in the sun-/slides at the Chandiere on'the .cnbs of big square tlrr}’ber, en route
shine. They were an object of frequent interest in full view from/ from the Uppér Ottaw;‘t. for ‘shxpmem. at.Quebec to Europe, There
office window: in the southeast corner of the building. wc"re, of Course., no telephones, electric lights or stre.el.: cars.‘ One
o The Library building was still unfinished, and Lovers’ Walk| railway, the Saint Lawrence and Ottawa, gave the citizens ingress
not yet ca:ved outyof the cl?ﬂ‘ si;le. Parliament Square was rudely| and’ egress by mode_rn methods, and the station was beyond »the
enclosed with a high board fence, already tumbling down and use-| eastern end of (l.le town, e ‘
less. ‘It was no uncommon sight to see a herd of twenty cattle AA ;alk with ong of the older r?sxqenls in those days ’urn_ed
pasturing on the square on a warm June day, and these; when|naturally upon such CV?IIIS as the bringing to Ottawa of the body
struck by a tormenting gadfly, would, with heads and tuilsr crcct,!of' the dead Duke of RIC.}IIIIOXI(],v on a rough ox-cart, 'along the
race madly down. the hill across Wellington and Sparks Streets;R!chmond. Road, then simply a wtmer lumber road. I‘l?at had
to the open fields beyond. : }occurrcd in 1820, };Ic %md been bltten. by a pet fo.x, wh;ch had
- Ottawa had then no fixed system of waterworks other than! gone x‘nad, z.md he died in great agony in a bar.n beside the water-|
wells distributed about the town, from which hard water was) way, in which he l‘md come by Poat .from ngs%on. Men and
drawn for drinking and culinary purposes. French carters from| women walked T)csxde .thc cart, with difficulty holding inits place
Lwer Town peddled soft water from the river, and did a brisk|the rough box in which the ‘body had been placcd: : Or, one
business on wash-days. They also supplied the fire departmen:, would be told of th(i days f)f Col, By and the canal bulldn?g,' or 'o.f
wheu' fires occurred, as they sometimes did. Hand engines, of t}:e later cv.ent ‘of E. B. Eddy, who came to the Chaudlerg'wnh
whiel there. were.five .o six, were exclusively in use, The days|flty cents in his pocket, bought an axe and had already become
of steam fire extinguishers had not yet come. To stimulate zenl;a hun?;er km}g. Or, the story‘ would l.)e told. of how the whole
in bath. firemen. and watermen the city paid rewards—I think -itimwnsuc of Ottawa had been in the still earlier days blaytered for
was $20 to the engine throwing first water on the fire, and $5 to{a yoke of oxen. ; an i
the  carter who brought first water to the engines, and the usunl.' : Ottawzln.was largely Q:nhulnc in religion then, f-rofn the re-
price per barrel thereafter. There were strange scenes at fires in|latively large Size of Lower Town. There were also. Episcopalian
Ottawa in those days. I am tempted to record a typical incident.|churches, \ A : . »
It was a winter night and about ten o'clock when this par—‘there was the’ Catholic Apostolic. church, in which the Todds. a‘nd
ticular alarm was sounded. The fire was in a shop on Sparksﬂl’atricks of the }.Iouse of Commons staff were worthy a.nd Sh{"‘f'g
Street, west of Barik Street. The engines responded promptly, as| lights. Lo-rd Ce.cxl, a younger brmher. of zh(t late Marquxs of Salis-
the. crowd always did, but there was no“water, The entire upper| bury, on his retirement from.zhe regiment in garrison, hgd rented
part of the building was soon ablaze, and the bystanders were|the thatre as a’place of meeting for tl.1e Plymouth.Brethren. He
joetllarly throwing snowballs into the seething flames and com-iappffars to have }m(? the' do.ublc object ‘of closing the theatré
menting. on the shrewdness of the carters. “They are waiting|against play:s and dx:qsenunatmg what he thought a purer ;'zosp‘el
for the big light,” it was said, in allusion to the apparent Cusmm{than was dispensed in ather churches, Here he preached ‘in his

high and low ; Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist, and]’
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from time to time

3.

i :
an honored and favored guest at Government

heroic measures. They cut the big St. Lapis dam which impoundf"l{_puse. And presently the Lieutenant-Governor, against the cotn-

sel of his constitutional adwvisers, dissolved the Holise of: Assembly.
There was a howl of indignation among the anticconfederates, but
Tilley and the better terms of the British North America Act
swept the country, and he and his colleagues précceded to do many
things, not omitting to restore their friends to the offices from
which they Hdd been dismissed. £ i

'station mastérs frot:St. John to Shediac,

events it led'to.” THe office and emoluments were of fio accourit,
My fellow-workers "in the raitway Servicé/all expected dismissal;
it was the custom/of the tifme “when' a ‘ehange of govérnimént took
place; dnd’ we'did mot- resert it “Iihad Triterided i a few months
to resign, but cotld riot resist ‘the temptation'to make some slight
trouble far ‘the confederate autocrats who Were now isserting their
suprentady With-se high a hand, « Everyliody has some friends in
the Jand ‘of ‘his ‘nativity. -A petition was:signed by every one of
the patrons of the station, asking that 1'hé rétained. * Then down
the line came the Superintendent, the laté JoEdward Boyd, C.Ej
iserving the notices: that at the end.of the current month our ser-
vices: would* he' no longer reguired: + 1Te tooktoff myofficial head
in most. kindly -and regretful fashion, ‘He gave me a certificate

As a matter of course, the anti-confederate Board of Rail-| But in the event of a tie oceurring. between the two. ik
way Commissioners was swept away, and with them almost all thc“the two southern members who
Tt would be ‘too xrivialileft power with McMillan, from
to here relate iy own dismissal but for  ‘some more intercstingl south, to jaintly cast my yote.to decide the

!
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1 was half-way batk 10the Bavker Houw - o ol
som: one behind mé shobfi R ERERARE Dk hen T hiearg
Mg ‘—‘ im.; He, was out f Hfe; & ,1'_:!;} )
“You think theré is a lie somew. re,” he blurtd out.
ed, no, not a lie, but still Ikgﬁfﬁﬂ,ao‘;gmtc understand,

“there,wore five of us gt the Meeting,

I protest.
It wag
Triwag
reWera
Nglang,
, northery g
on:any. other matter, |
and McClelan, from the |
tie.:: When
McMillan brought up therquest_ion‘of your dismissml,I “’;a:em i
Narth Shorg men.voted against, yoy and Connell and McClelar; g
ed in your, fayor.iThatmade a tie, then McMillan ang 'MCCMN:W E
gether threw my vote Against youland -you were: dismisged.” '8; :
curse, (I afterwards called Mr, McClelan.to account, and he iy,
‘Draperly deglined to diseuss.the matter; what wasidone.  f,, me
Council heing under the. seal of secrecy, :Formy part; I have’neve:

doubted the substantial-ageuracy of f8Honest”, John MeAdan;
s X B\ b}
version, )¥ v y i

this way,” he said,

called away on urgent business, It was understood that the
to be no more dismissals Aill our.deaders came back from E

remained;
the. fiorth,

The incjdent dcrives‘;any.dutcrest»it*mz\y POssess l‘romvthc
prominence, of the persons prasent at the twe meéetings of the Ney .-
Brunpswick Cabinet, at one of ;Which T was an accidental listeen

that my accounts had been always correctly kept and that 1 had
always done my duty as station master: quite ‘to- Kig: satisfactionn.
He also handed me a pass over the road from station to station
good to the end of the year. He was evidetitly my fiiend. Why,;
then, was I being dismissed? TFor an-answer to that he must res|
fer me to the ‘Commissioners. T did not know thém personally .
Well, if 1 would get on the train and go with lim to: St. Jolm, hc[
would introduce me.  Would he ‘tell ‘them all the nice things he|
had just said to me and done ? e would. "“Fwent with him and
he more than made good his word, The gruff Commissioners re-|
ferred me in turn to the Government which had ordered the dis~]
missal. I told them I would ‘see the Government about jt, and Ij
did so later, as hereafter detailed. Previons to this, one mvmbcr[
of the Executive had several times called at my station in passing|
and assured-me that he was my friend, and that 1 wauld not be|
disturbed. - ‘ :

Following my dismissal from the raitway, I was asked to
join the. staff of the St. John Telegraph,'and when the L gislature/
met was sent to report its proceedings, the Tast session in which|
that body retained its plenary powers, ane at- which the terms of.
Union were definitely adopted. The Telegraph was supporting
the Government, I, as its representative; “was - still bound to|
have what fun I could over my dismissal. ~ Arrived at Fredericton|
on Saturday evening, T put up at the Barker House. The hotel
was full'and the obliging clerk told me he would have (o give me
Hom: John M. Johnson’s room till Monday

and then change me to

~-of becoming assured that the fire was to be really worth while for{own eccentric‘fashion, and his auditory sang hymns of hi‘s’:r'cmar’k—
the watermen to attend. They had a monopoly of the water sup- able composition. A favorite among these began as fO“O it
Ply, and the bigger the fire the more barrels of water they would
sell. Moreover the Ottawa river was deeply frozen and the des-
cent to it along the canal bank was steep. So on this particular
night they were in no hurry. Meanwhile the engines stood in a 4
row near the burning building, the firemen with their hands- on
the brakes. The roof was ready to fall in when the first carter,
driving furiously, appeared on the scene. His horse was seized
by the men of the nearest engine while he
tried to whip up "his horse.

If you believe and I believe, . {

And all together strive, {
You shall the grace of God receive |
: And Ottawa shall revive. : |
And Ottawa shall revive, ete,

These meetings in the theatre were largely attended by the

- ; {the working classes and servant girls,
gesticulatd, sworé and!.

clibn tode th the barrel and b ; ; Iy gt nlpreaching in a theatre. Those who attended from, mere curiosity |
Suction hose in the barrel and began to pump vigorously, but nc {

soldiers whom :they were particularly intended to benefit;tand. by bers” ere in. revolt over the list of new’ Sen

‘ Others went to vlbﬁ-mcm:}i:A—rthatﬁtlwsev‘ftwel.vs-apostles” of the new
Quickly the firemen inserted ‘the| "8° Mt of ‘curiosity. It was something ‘to- hear and-see a dordiall-been chosen from along the shores-of the Bay or Funday and:

another as Mr, Johnson would then have arrived. . He had been

| detained.  Mr. Johnson’s room, as it happened, was one of a suite|

|and was only separated by a door from . that
| Peter: Mitchell.

That night there was a mecting of the Govern-
ment in Mr. Mitchell’s room, and a stormy mieeting it was, [t
| kept the young newspaper man and dismissed station master
far along into the morning hours of Sunday.

the North Shore, while half the

water was thrown. The barrel was empty—the carter was jugti“’ere wont sometimes to leave irreverently in the midst of the SE- ing-in the fertile valley of the St John had been overlooked, des-

. |vice. Once when a party who thought themselves ladies and gen- ised, tréated. with contempt ?
starting after his load. Later from the eastward came a galloping BRI G ) g ]I’Md’ treated. with contempt
|

) : tlemen were thus going out, Lord Cecil aused in +his - discourse
carter with water, and the bystanders shouted with delight. The| somg P

¢ h ; ized th ; ith: avidit bm)to remark in his drawling way, “If there are any moreservunt\girlsi;uorg,. while four of the River Counties,
(¢} 1Z¢ 1 vidi Sl s i
men. ol another engine seized upon the prize w: Y» The{and Victoria, had none?

) /| ¥ ; ; {who wish to go out they had better go now, all together.”
o8 s‘:}fp e ot :}:l fﬁ;xcnt t'(;‘}?uxte nfl]tlhzhelg h:ie’c :::i n:;i;gr:]p; shot told, and there was less interruption of that. sort thereafter.
was .thrown upon the fire. en a r car ;

Let the foregoing suffice for glimpses at ‘the ‘Ottawa of
carly Confederation days. . | ‘ |

|
{

A struggle ensued to obtain possession of this little store and to|
prevent the engine which had already a little from getting this ad-
ditional supply. That would mean first water and the reward.
Evenitually there came a troop of f uriously driven nags and water

Some Personal Experiences

i ; / 5 A i was rich and there was to be presently
barrels, few of the barrels half full, and intermittently some wator My first recollection of Sir Leortard Tilley was when h‘l‘}sion'appoiqu to build the Intercolonial

was.thrown byfone £HE enother engias ydon kthe ﬁre.t ?Oon d‘hcfcame to Upper Sussex, now Pendbsquis,  over fifty years: ago,.to)
TEAR derd o i souet HOws GBI caRtt a0l U] form a division of the Sons of Temperance, and-he 'gave int the
eordbn about those within with empty barrels, and the latter could

; il fide brbla tha Dok Baptist Church one of his eloguent addresses on .the great moral
B et ?ut nox. “:'e TOFIEr get 3 ‘untx e bt e A reform to which he devoted the energies of his early and middle
ade.' Little remained of the building by this time. =

3 G {life. He was then.a man of fine presence,:with an excellent voice
Broad streets and wide spaces between buildings, were the| ¥

§ i for public speaking, and an engaging manner. Later I saw him
city’s salvation many times in those days. o ! o £aging

? 1t vere 1ong o bl how"standing in the midst of the tall’ grass inmy father's meadow
at léngth movement for a better water supply was set afoot and i

Vi } y A AL iy (1 talking with.a number of the residenit farmers about the.railway
tbe F'T“_ Press, was found.ed by M‘tChA; [. a;nd Cl? piyil as_“slfames%‘that was shortly to run through that beautiful valley, first to be
ddvocate. When the subject was paniicly : gebiced 8 SIS aTIl tknown as the Europeanand North American Railway, and.later as
of carters gathered on the square by the city hall and interrupted|

; wny,. | the Intercslonial. They were standing on almost the exact spot
@eﬂgpeakcrs for ﬂ:,f SPace,Of il hour§ il angry §houts, I‘\U,‘where, a few years later, “the embattled farmers” of the district
Wasl NOT water Fh.e"- qan phes i danger.. : re"‘.en‘ber}fougllt and won against a captain and squad of railway police in
these scenes the more vividly from having been a daily contnbu!nr’
to the Free Press on the water question at the time,

a matter of holding possession of their lands till the damages were

Th £18 £ b Oitae ifpaid. But that is another story. Looking over the broud, : rich

B Otk s Sl\lfr:"nl ik Sil G%l:;ash;aizz:j:;: dO wga :mambs:r‘lt S]';:;l‘; a;: {meadows, the sloping, well-tilled uplands. and the green mountain
; wa y. Sir 3 s -1 §

¢ 3 . " ; . |ranges of Pisgah and Pickadilly to north and south, Mr, Tilley. re-
faining in Prince Edward Island his shattered health, Following marked with diplomatic enthusiasm to my father : “Mr. McCready,

soft words and-explanations, *

How came

County, with a mere handful of population, ,

Kings, Queens, Carleton!
<  And so they arguied, remonstrated, chal-
{lenged and:defied .one another until the leaders saw that something!
must ‘be done.:  The revolt, was too strong to be quicted with mvrcg

It was thought that Hon, E. B. Chandler might be induced
to-give ‘up the Senatorial seat to which he had been named,
amew Railway Commis-|
. Peter Mitchell under-|

Mitchell could do it if any one could. And the|

took to see him,

next day being Sunday, I saw Peter Mitchell and 1, B, ,Chandler'
pacing up and down'in front of the hotelin earnest conféwncc.‘
(In the end the River Counties ‘got. another Senator, ‘and Mr.
Chandler became 'Railwny Commissioner. zind, later, Governor of
New Brunswick.) Thus, by accident, I had. got much .geeret in-
formation which F:could: not publicly use,but with which, ‘rightly!
or wrongly, I hastened to acquaint ‘my principal, Mr, Livingstone
of the Telegraph. And 1 thought I ought to also acquaint Mr. |
Tilley of. what I knesw; and how, I. had acquired the information,
Accordingly, on Monday morning, I called at his office, introdue-
ed-myself' as the reppesentative of the Felegraplr, come to: report
the legislative proceedings, e received me very' graciously,
artlessly inguired who was to be the new Senator? He was on
his guard na'a:moment add with: grave face and . half-closed: eyes
inquired “What Senator ?” Then T toldihim: frankly that I kfrew
all ‘about it, and had “heen an enforced; listenet to all the Cabinet
wrangle of Saturday night.. He.at once endeavored to impress me

Hel

—

the threatened Fenian invasion of the spring, drought set in :md]if men coftld not live here and flourish and be happy, it would be

intolerable heat. No rain fell for months. Some days the th"';their own fault” And after he had gone my uricle, Cafeb Me-

momete:'- JOSRILY IO degrees in the shade, and all work L s“S'WCready told me of how well he had known the budding statesman|
S 1 b dn 0 e i were e o o g 8 a3 ok s g tres g
Fires raged throughout the Ottawa valley, and the smoke was ol ¥;; ]e;;nn?g - trz-zde m' S;' ]9.1;‘“' ! wals Setitied (o s 1
dense that no one saw the sun rise or set for weeks at a tihie." i o el t:.mes, 38 ¥ .fwc i i de
My of ‘the foredvon 3 v d ball 3ll) o Qi 0 q.l.(y.ISt. ]o}fn [press and.m 'Ottawa c‘orrc§pondence, much that was ap-
' glaréd down fiercely for a few hours andpfhen disappearéd in>thc:'>{'fcc‘.:}‘:.‘ ‘.'F:-,a,hd it i th‘mg‘s i ::ould r‘“ffdly e o
smoke in the middle of the afternoon, 'v'ere was a ruddy gl:{re(»-l-ls it I("jg' R B ek ‘,, 15 :"‘,
all around the horizon at,night from the forest fires. iy, oo ICELUR, Wag 10 He under rathet ) i EeR
; Then the wind farose and a femiiést' of flame and smok(_{staxjcvgs;nl.t YYED somg”ygh}' é l_nter.: Thé"beyfn'c cﬁnce i ".s xie‘w~
iwépt the valley, Tw‘q’ thousaﬁd persons were :"'e'n"dg':}p'd,hbmeless;bom zea'l \fOfrter'n‘p‘e f-an’ci;{ga.d' '-aéhgn i ‘S rbh)ﬁ't'?f]’ ! E.Ot "‘(};ﬁ.d
in a night; houses, barns, fences, crops, and live stock all gone. Hen tuf’ned i !-e.nd ghg gl g ! hoseyh naciey lt He e
The green grass burned in {he meadows and the very soil was| ""MeNt Was (jef‘eat.ed, Al ﬂ?re { advoc;a_tfds( ot r“-)!l-ibmo" but_.t»}'o
; swept out of public Jife and the law repealed. That was in 18567,
But Tilley had fallen to rise again, while prohibition was buried

consumed. The city was several times seriously threatened and}'
Rideau Hall was in great danger. To save the vice-regal resi-| : ; 54 %
dénce a broad track was cleared through the woods on all sides! ;:O; h‘alf b ce;:’tury, ﬂi_lgx;'a;:er quelstlc;n' Q-fi oy l;:lg the Pr;{vmcc;
with ‘great labor, and full water barrels placed at short distances! ? conti o, § c“scenel‘wl 1HEEYAR 1R gxemQSt.g YOS, e an
i : his Goverhiment submitted the terms of the Quebec Scheme to the
to assist the defence. N i i, Y e A
people at the polls, and again, in_ 18_65.:_ e and ].ns‘,‘measure were
L A’ sudden change of wind| rejected. The Allan-Smith-Anglin Government came in and ap-
brought the fire sweeping.in on the southwestern side, where the|pointed tHeir anti-confederate, fricnds,_, office; Among the latter,
forest. was in actual touch with the suburb. Cinders and ashes I was given charge of Penobsquis pailw : Presently the
drifted in the streets. = Almost every one believed the city. to. be Legislature met, its forty-one ‘memhers, as it turned out, less influ-
doomed. Householders packed their effects for removal. There|ential, than one. défeat;d man, who F “Fa
wis. alntosta panic when the mayor issued a proclamation arder-| secbhd }J\{;{npe':f’é,ﬁ. Tilley.
iag;all places of business closed, and that every man capable of ‘vjtfi the few confede sele
fire line, ,Ihe,,a’éar,’wved for ex-members
RRIREVRS Ay O P y 13

-Later came the rea] crisis,

dbé‘

L, “n s 3
L .

“|thiree: of WHomt were in iy fayor? Mr.
of the table opposite me, raised his' havidas ‘a signal for silence. ' 1
courtesy, dfitt remarking that ¥ was| g

with a sense of the impropriety of publishing any information so0
obtained. In this I entirely concurred:and stated that I had no
desire or intention. to do so. But therenvas another matter. How
came it that L had been dismissed from the railway service? I
inquired the circumstances and 1 related them.  “This took place
when I was in Etlélailll, and, of coursa,'t had nothing to do with
it,” he said. “Come back at 10 o’clock. The Cabinet-is to meet
théil’ and T will take you in with mé afd we will have ‘it all ex-|
plained.” 3 ! Lzl ERS Pkt (L

e At ten _I_'_r_étﬁrned, and he took mé With him to the Coungcil
Ghatriber, “ifitPoduceéd ‘e as one “of; their ‘friends; who by ‘sonie
tifstake ‘had: Heen' didmissed from! the Orailway, aud ade e st
among the rest at the table. . Of course he, Mr, Mitchell, and sofhe
others had been Hhsent when the disnmisgal ‘had taken place, he
said. ' An awkward silence’ followed, ‘which T greatly en}()ycd. 1
was seated between Hon. Chatles: Connell and Hon, Johti McAdam.
Mr. Connell turned to me and :said ; “Mdck, ‘I had ‘nothing to do
with it.”  Mr, McAdam, on the other éidc, said: “I had nothing
to do; with it, either.” Two of the five'metibers of the Executive
who had been present at the meeting of Council which dismissed
me had spoken. A third was the membtr who had cajled at my
(Station assuring. me that he was my ftiend and that 1 should not
be. disturbed, and as there was an dwkward pause, T cited this
ciretmstance,  How could I have been ‘dismissed: by five men,
illey, who sat at the head

rose, thanked them for their
still in"doibt as to how and why T had'been di

o

oceupied hy Hon.|monthly in advance,

population of the province resid-|

it that little Albert of March,
was given two sen-| Gther to 6th November, 1867,

‘| men of tike ‘hasions With ather’

and. the ather at which, I WAS tan invited ‘Spectator. . The figy ¢
nine included:-some seven gentlemen wha were afterwardy; mems
bers of .the House of. Commons; four who were afterward Semcj :
ars, two.or three .who  wete afterwirds iJudges, and:three whe e~
tame Lieutenant-Governors-of the Province; one for twa terms
‘They ‘afterward. showed a dispositionto:make right any. e or I
maginary wrong they had done ~me;cand sk was promptly'offeriq
one of the best railway stations.-on.the line. - /Thig Was mot gc-
cclncd because of an alternative offer. of; a‘dcrkship in the! House
Gf Commons,  The Telegraph. wanted an:Ottawa cbrrespundmﬁ )
and in those days the position, of carrespohdent for journul snp-'
porting the Government. was not ificompatible with -a position jin
the Civil Service, G i, '

~ lcame to Ottawa with the ‘Maritime Senators, memberg and
newspaper men, and entered the Reporters’ Gallery ang 'went 10
work. I said nothing and fohodysaidhianything to mie of ithe pro-
mised clerkship till weeks after the’ Housg met,

Then one day a
big: envelope y

i \ Was sent me containing my; appointment as' Juuior
Clerk in the House of Commons. at $800 a year, conditioned .on
residing permanently at the seat of Government, ' | promptly ig-
tified Mr. Tilley that I conld not acceptthis, ‘Fe advised;me to
accept ; the duties were merely:;séssional, he sa{ﬁ], and mémbers
o.f Parliament only received $600 per session'in those days ; promo-
tion would follow shortly, and 1 could goion wi!hlmy newspaper
work, and between the two would have ‘ayfair remuneration, [
still declined but when the ‘séssion resumed in March, 1868, I went
back to the gallery, and also reported duty as' Junior! Clerk, It
was funny that my first official task was to draw:my pay,

In those days the official staff ofithe: House were paid half.
[t was now the. middle of March. Ifound
rfn" paying office busy, clerks and translators signing the book and
being handed out money, and.in not a few ‘cases slips of paper

awake|called “bons” T was shown one of these'by a fellow junior, It
The “River Mem- read, “Good for $20 at my. mext pay.

ators, How came! these “bons” advances werc ' regularly obtained by -considerabls
dispensation liad_nearly|numbers of the staff

(Signed )~ i On
! as ibappearud;.»;'»My‘.mm came dnd T'sighed
for $33.34 for-the Jatter half of-March; got the money-and turned
away. Mr, Stansfield, the accountant, called me back, He handed
me another envelope containing a like amounit for the first half
and kept me signing for oneshalf month back of an-
the date oft my appointment. *Sq [
received nearly five monthy pay, before I began: work, and‘had
loaned $40 of it to a fellow clerk (he had little but “bons” that
day) before I reached my ‘fooms, ‘It wis promiptly repaid at the
time promised, i B

In subsequent sketches T shall have something to say of five
_experiences as a clefk in the Conﬁfﬂqﬁs,’ and among the men
prominent in political life Who I met there in that capacity, and
afterward as representative at Ottawd of the St, John Telegraph
and Toronto Glabe, Very pleasant experiences they were in the
main. +F found ray officiil associates on' the staff of the Commons
capable, caurteous and efficient public ‘setvants. And of the public
men T trust 1 shall have 1o ill'-'rejio'rt. | Of Sir Leonard Tilley 1
h:zvc‘most pleasant memories. Since New Bronswick becatie a
Province no one of its sons heéld greater’ sway in its affairs or 'fQT
:l‘longcr time. “He had « gift of leadership, was at once astute and
knlndl‘y,’ and above all, a man whose prfﬁaté life was ii’r(-proﬂdh
able. T think he was a little 160 ‘sensitive of newsp:iper criticisn,
but 'perhaps our pens are’ sométiiﬁesfé’hnf-ber than we wot.

' Sir Leonard was not only the' greatest political leader that
l.ns Proyincc had hitherto raised. CHe'was rhuch more than that,
HE Was a great advocate nd'e‘)}terhiilzif%f moral reform.  After
prohibition had failed of ii:C(i})'('cile(i Hnd his pb]itichl fortunes had

gone with it, he remainéd f
ples till ' the end of fits days. Twice efeated in his constituency
of 'St Johti, he never sbglglft"ﬁni'ﬁﬁef‘r,’&ihd'ip each case, in.about

a year, he won his 614’ déit again, !
L

years'

ORI G ; A
aithful }0. his total abstinence princi:

Our Own Correspondent

. The duties of “Oitr Own Corribondeht® for 2 16Xding Op-
position daily aré many and 'varie tHY are also arduous at all
times.  1f he is at all fitted for 1 task he Will' find it often very
mteresting, sometimes ifitéhisély so! ' TPHe Kiows the ministers of
state personally, 5o mueh’ the bettér ;' if*Ne does hot know them hg
will find it of advantagi g’ ke’ tieit adquatntande, choosing his
time" éarefutly, ‘for niost “niitisters” are busy Hlen.” T hey are also
, and'fike"ineft of lower station
témperammleit, their likes and
il Bther h&lso on, o get
speakify acquaintance,
; y a minist'c'r mn
thisking’ O serve to solve
a political riddle on which oneé iy Nivie spent whells of patient in-
vestigation, Moreover, it may Be folind that the irfformation Yor
are secking will be frahikly giver by the” thins) - the. asking,
Whenit' could in no'Gther wiy bé oblained, :
It is of almost equal impdftinée to° Rt

ters, the permanent official Heads of° the’ sy
deputy may knew mord of the Hia bt W are®
to-find out than the political chief of |
if the latter is comparatively new o offic
curtent that “minister§ 6od b
ters go on forever.” It

in ¢, have difféericas of"ianne
diskikes; aré! sbiﬁetfimeé ‘jealdfis of
on somé' sort'of ' fboting, Tedst that's
is ‘miost - desirabfe:

‘Sérfietimes a ‘Word it
the most ‘casual way willl suppl§*y

h d’e juty-ninis-
partments, The




