Little Theatre Guild, With Interesting History, Re- Organizes

a New Brunswick entry havtng been | the Charlottetown Guild plays, en-
chor " ginie Arsenault, R. Burleigh Taylor |to function .as such, although
B a C k e d B y O V el‘ 4 O 0 sen . {'rst, tered, namely ‘The Queen of P"'M.'t and Ivan I Reddin, who unfort- | number of its former mf‘mbel:’l;gwer: :;:lu‘é?g;r b; E'olyizlﬂrgh;;m@"l‘t"‘lf
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rts.” Harry
Season of 1936-37 g?.r';ele:.vu written by Mr. Ty unately was unable to accorapany |able %o produce, early in 1941, a| ors, including as Patron, the Gov-

em ers ans ajor . . the cast t(; London and whose | public perfermance consisting of ferier General of Canada, and
During this seasom, an enlarged Season of 1938-39 Deor. nyakcen, there, by the dir-| two one-act plays in the Prince|among i's officers some of the

ector. While th's play did not place | Edward Theatre in aid of the Red | foremost m r ‘n Can-
grs]t :; second, the only places |Cross Society. Many Guild mem- | ada. en and women -
leclar at the Dominion Drama |bers were also able to render some Operati y mi
Festival it apparently was favour- | service In the Carry On Canada Drum.;m?vll %["eu:;enli%?p]-:rﬁr:

programme was undertaken and

Perfomlance For Aprll the Gulld was sble to rent what is| During this season, the Guid

known as the Lyceum Theatre for | carried through the usua] pro-
a play-hduse for performances and gramme, in spite of the fact that

; ably received. Club Concerts and other entertain-

pormant since 1041, owing to rehearsals. This was a distinct ad-i| it was obliged to give up the “Lyce- ed during recent years, the last

ond tions oreated during wartime, |1t 10 Loudon. Ontario tn 1039, |vantage, as in a theatre of their lum” as a play-house, owing to the Season of 1939-40 members of ihe  Armed. Services | FeSHVAL heving taken piace in Lon-
1bers ‘ces.

the Late Lord Tweedsmuir, noted |own, be g
Little Theatre Guild of Char- noted |own, members of the Gu'ld were | building be condemned a
:)ltctetcwn has been successfully re.|SC0!ar and author, stated, “The |able to rehearse on a atage, make |place for pul;ll‘fc emenalnngm ;du:
yrganized, and s now planning work which Lord Bessborough so|thelr own scemery and lghting [to fire hazards. The balance of
the production of a recent Broad- brillantly inaugurated has become |fixtures and do some experiment- |the performances were prodtesd in
ay success “T Like It Here” to be not only a great cultured force in |ing with stage settings and stage |Prince of Wales College Auditor-
s 1 Aprl Canada, but a vital element in the |lightng. 'In these latter activities, |jym.

4 integration of our Country. I shall, [the Guild was greatly assisted by | In this year, the Arthur H. |
In addition to this major product- | Most gladly, do anything in my |the willingness and talnts of Harry | Cooper Trophy was presented to
lon, the new executive is working |POWer to further it.” Gomez, who also created and con- | Charles Bentley, director of the
ym the production of a radio play ducted the Little Theatre Orchest- |“Message” and medals for best n- '
n the near future, as well as a| Origin of Charlottetown Guild ra. terpretations went to Miss “Mar-

don, Ontar'o, in 1839. Activities
are being renewed this year, how-
ever and Reglonal and Dominion
Festivals are being held, the Dom- J

_ Until forced to cease ‘ts activities

Iy spite of the fact that war had owing to conditions beyond its

becpdldeclared. nndb the Guild was | control, the Little Theatre Guild

rapdly lcsing members to the Arm- | ccviinuall rogres. j : i i

ed Bervices, it was decided to pro- consideialﬂepsugcesi.edMaL;i eor}_lo‘yhei:; (IS ST (E13R pla'cc, again q

ceed with the usual programme | success was due to the capable dir-| B Lndon. early in May. k
during this season and the Guild | ecticn of the various executive bod-| FOT the purpcse of selecting plays
was able to preduce feur Studio |‘es under the successive president, | !0 cOmpete in the Dominion Festi-
Night Perfc:mances for Members | Arthur H. Cooper, Dr. T.E.E Rob- | V8l Canada ‘s divided into eleven
and one major, publc perform-|ins, J A Lawson and A L Wrigh' | Reglons, of which, New Brunsw.ck
Prince Edward Island was decl:r-

S i ence for the Red Cross Eccicty. | (act'ng president)

:UT&O mer;lrig?;s ol;?;mtr;nab?estazfx It is difficult to say whether Pr]g:(rdl:ngt utleth seé:zol?é Ntlhe Arcthe;:: S S (L B0, (L Studio perfcrmances were steged ¢! | ed a Sub-Regic holdirg it's cvn

Julld 4 the id e , Mr. hur | Peake) and the late Mr. A. P. C |in St. Peter’s Chusch Hall and g 4 o s Festiva] separately frem  New

yithin the next month or so the Idea cf o Litte Theatre Guild |H. Cooper donated a 110phy, to b> | Rees, Miss Mary Morax and Char- Holy Redeemer Hall The rublic (DI T (i) Brunswck with the entries, hcw
n arlott ) 5 . r . e rubli b tries, how-

“I Like It Here” by A. B. 8hit-|any one p;rt;:,vrvln I;)r ﬂm?mm‘;gﬂ ;ﬁ”digdtl%eldheeﬂg;m ofdtl;:eg:;; les Bentley received honourable’| ? performance, “A Murder Has Been | No history of the amateur thea- | €¥er» belng judged in competition e
frin is & modern, appesling andt, suppose that a mumber of in- were awarded lo the actress sn e s rostiy. | T - : Arranged” direcled by Stuart Dick- | (re iy Charlottetown would te com. | With the New Brunswick plays. A 5
highly entertaining omedy con-/ . e onal rama Festlv- son, was produced in the Frinee |y i Festival for the entite N B -P.EI. 1L o
cegnml a refugee from Middle terested citizens had the same idea actor gilvlng the best Interpret- |g was agan conducted by the FREDERIC A, LARGE |Ecward Theatre. ‘éet')e;";"fﬁl :ﬁfrecﬁin‘;;‘leﬁct:f‘ncg cn is ceing held in St Jcan
Europs, Who “likes it, here” and ations of female and male parts|Charlottetown Guild with. Ivan | Studo performances in some e a | this yzar, but to date, no en.ry
practices his newly found, demoe during the year. Miss Connie Mac- | Reddiny as managing director of (cases, were reduced to cnly two |  wa m { has Leen made from Frince Edward

cratic ideals with surprising, amus- "anaglng'nlrector Farlane was the winner of the((he Festival, conducted in- the |lottetown. Little Theatre Guild. |cne-ac{ plays, mostly due to diffi- HOIOI'II'Y Pmldelt Lslazd.

ing and, from the audience stand- “‘N'Dlly as the dlreﬂ:.tor of the play. | Prince -Bdward Theatre. Four plays | The plays were adjudicated by Mr. |culty {h casting, par'Yiculaﬂy yeuag | oy Gl TR
point, highly satisfying results. l“";}?“ on Earth”. Medals went [ io0k part 'n the compelition, name- | George Skillan, distinguished act- |male parts, as nezrly &l of the Theat’e Guild Ly Chu-lottesown
of Like It Here” was first pro- °d R&!WX:m BMBIJ:i?:n; Csemei;" ly: “Season of Celebration,” dram- |or and writer of Londcn, England, [young male members, eligibla for cots not feel that it covld do sif-
duced at the John Golden Theatre :n ) Sonpoes or best in- | gtized by Harry E. Foster and dir- | who awarded frst place to “It's Service had entl'sted. Other mem- ficent ‘usiice to a Festival eniry
s & erpretations. Mrs. Arthur Henty, |ccted by Charles Jenkins, C.D 4 , | Autumn Now” for the entire N.B.- | bers were devcting a good deal of | Uthic venm g T

in New York on March 22nd, 1946 A this yezr and nc doubt, other
\?‘:h Oscar Karlwelss and Bert yalfferg:fn ar!;:y N;g:lzn MI;SCQB:E' s%‘;re% by ”lhgl Br(lgd)jtorg Pl:{yer;; P.E I. Region. their time to war work. Grcup’s on Prfnc: Ecwvard lsland
Lytell in the leading roles, - e Scoop”, dlrecte y . As a consequenc? at the Aunual | feel the same way. It is hoped,

Of this play, the “New York Mii- ceived honourable mention. Fleming, C.SS.R., entered by the Favcrably Recelved meeting, held on November 18th., | however, that sufficiant entries E\ay

In the same year, the one-act Liguorian Players; “The House w th 1940, it was decided that it would
play. Noolume'lwrlttm by, Harry | the Twisty Windcws” directed by | As a consequence, this play went|not be feasble to carry through
?‘» F‘Ctshler was selected to compete | gathieen Cameron and Florence |to London, Ontario, to compete in | the usual activities of the Guild
{| in e NB-PEIL Regional [ wells, entered by the Summerside | the Dominicn Drama Festival. The another year’ and ng members

drama fest'val in which it was suc- | Little Theatre Guild and “It's|cast of the play 'ncluded Mrs.| were enrolled.

cessful in being placed first. The Autumsy Now,” directed by J. A. | Arthur Henry, Mrs. Frances Train-| From that time until the recent

cast of “Nocturne” was later sent | pawson and ent hi - i &
to Ottawa to compete in the Dom- n d ered by the Char- lor, Miss Lena MacLure, Miss Ephe- | re-organizatlon, the Guld ceased

Infon *Drama Festival, This play

and the cas heded wee rutn|  Winners N. B.-P. E. I. Regional Festival 1939

ror” stated, “. .. a delightful eve-
ning in the Theatre. It should keep
the John Golden (Theatre) cock-
ing with laughter for quite a

spell.”

ke made next year, to warrant a

Eub-Regonal Festiva] being held.

probably in Charlottetown. f The

Sub-Regional Committee, here in- 4

clude Judge H. L. Palmer as chair- U

man and Morton Dew as Secret- {Re

ary-Treasurer. |
From the fore-going, it can be

realized, that thz Amateur Theatre

is very def nitely, recognized as

an important factor in the cultural 2

life of this Dominion. It is to be !

hoped, therefore, that the Little

Object of Guild

Amateur stage plays have long
peen produced in Charlottetown for
public enterta’nment, when the
best in - local talent has been en-
lsted to take part.  The Little

Simpscn, Miss Esther Rattenbury
(now M:s. Herbert Pletch), Ivar
Reddin, Harry Foster and George

heatre Guild, it's publie -

;%e“e(.eg mayht‘xse mf best m_ Hart, . Theatre Movement, as well as i

ot able, but the real object of othdr,  Independers,  dramatic {
Season of 1937-38 Groups may thrive and continue to

3!‘ and development of talent
through direction, Instruction and

In this season, what had become

v

LIEUT.-GOV. J. A. BERNARD

grow in the various Communities
throughcut Canada.

 experience, together with the fur- ® i 1
thering of dramatic art as & whole, J. A. LAWSON {he usual plogramme of five per.
In the commun'ty, as well ag pro- 0(;‘x"exn:‘.?tces,memch consisting of three
viding entertainment to it's mem- for ) f plays and one major per-
bers and to the publie. .8 society of some kind for|formance of one three-act play
the furthering of dramat'c art |was carred through.
Discovery and development of tal- | in this community. At any rate.| “The Dictant Drum” directed by
et is usually done by means of early In 1035, following some|Mrs. A P.C Rees was judged the
studio performances, ‘n -which as|ground work by Mr. Ea. Corbett | best play of the year and medals
many members as possible, who wish [of the School of Drama in Banff, | for best interpretations wen! to
to demonstrate their talents are|who spoke to a public meeting on | Miss Esther Rattenbury, (now Mrs.
used. At the same time, a good | the L'ttle Theatre movement in | Herbert Pletch) axd A M Douglas
deal of experimenting is done in|relation to adult education, two |With Miss Mary Moran and Judge
th> use of var'ous types of plays.| one-act plays were produced and|H.-L Palmer receiving honourable
The Little Theatre is, and is in-|staged in St. Joseph's Sodality | mention.
terded 1o be an important factor | Hall by a group of dramatic en-| At this time, Prince Fdward Ts-
I adult education. Probably this|thusiasts, well known to Charlotte- | land was declared a sub-region of
1; why the Little Theatre move- | town theatre-goers. These plays [the N B -P E I Region for Drama
has reteived the universal were “The Wedding” and “The |Festiva] purposes ard a very suc-
4 mm which it has enjoyed since Valiant”. cessful sub-reg'onal drama festival
I's inception. was carried out by the Charlotte-
X Among those responsible for the'r town Little Therl:gre Guild and
It s significant that the Char-|production were Mrs. Frauces under the capable mhnagement of
lottetown Guild has beenr honoured [ Trainor, Miss Gwen Fry (now MrS. | Mr Charles Jenkins i the Strand
by the pattonage. of = successive|Bert Patterson) Miss Margaret | Theatre, where five plays were en-
Ueutenant Governors of this Prov-| Collings, Miss Betty Rogers (Now |ferch in competit'on, two from the
ince. who have been pleased to|Mrs. Robt. Large), Mr. and Mrs Charlottetown [.Ittle"l‘heafre Guild
it as Honcrary Presidents of the(Austin  Trainor, Miss Marjorie and cne each from the Summerside
Guld. Moreover, successive Gov-|Hicks (now Mrs. J. G Patterson) |yitle Theatre Quild, the Liguor'an
tmors General have been enthus-(George Hart, Bill Tralnor, Stuart | pPlayers and the Trinity Players.
astc patrons of Dominion drama|Dickson, Arthur Cooper, Ian Smith, |These plays were adjudicated by
- The trophy, for which the| Ralph Morton, Charles Jenkins and | Mr Malcolm Morley, noted actor
plays from the various|others.: At this performance, the and critic of London‘ England.
{hroughout Canada com-|creat'on of a Little Theatre Guild | One of the Charlottetown Lttle
' he Dominion Drama Fest'- | was advocated and from subsequent Theatre en'ries, “In The Zone”
¥, 1\lknown as the Bess- meetings the L'ttle Theatre Gulld | dirccted by Charles L.. Jenkins, C Guild. The executive is planning to
fruplljy and was donated|of Charlottetown came into being. |D A, wag placed first In the sub- “It's Autumn Now", a comedy in one act produced by the local Guild gained favorable men- ‘cmy throcugh, during that season,
n]vm;)g r%cem Governors (Later in the seasch, a play was regional festival but the award for| tlon at the Dominion Drama Festival held in London, Ont. Left to right, front row—I. Arsenault, Drama Festivzls Ithe former programme of four or
o lhoe:es orong‘:\, tn selected to compete in the N B.-|the entire N.B-PETI. Regon| Lena McLure, Mrs. Francs 'Trainor, Mrs. Art Henry. Back row—D. Reddin (stage manager), fve Studio Performances for mem-
LR participating P.E.I. Regional Drama Festival, [went to a New Brunswick entry [ J. A. Lawson (Director), Mrs. (Dr.) Hogg, nee Dorothy Dumont (make-up), R. Burleigh Taylor, Ivan The Dominon Drama Festival |bers only, and at least cne major
min‘on Drama Festival |where it was awarded second place. [Tt 15 _worthy of note, that one of | Reddin, Mrs. H. J. A. Brown, nee Nellie Brenton (Script). was established in 1033 and oper-| Ipublic perfermance.

New Executive

ad'an Drama Award i{s a Degree
conferred upon selected persons, Following are the new executive
who have been particularly active|off'cers of the Little Theatre Guild
in furthering the dramatic art in|of Charlottetown:
their communit es. This Degree i8| Honorary President, Hon. J. A
conferred by the Department of|Bemard, Lieutenant Governor.
Education of British Columbia on President: Hon. Frederick A
the recommendation of local auth- Large, K b .
orit’'es on the Drama and entitles ' v
the person recetving it, to carry the| Vice President, Rev. Kenreth
‘Jetters, C D.A. after his or her |MacMillan
name. For their work in furthering Secretary, Miss Lill'an Duchemin
drama ‘n Charlottetown, the fol- .
lowing have Teceived C D A’'s;| iioasurer. Merion Dew.
Mrs. Arthur Roper, Mrs. Ruby| Managing director, J A Law-
Houle, Messrs. Austin  Trainor, | SON. .
Charles Jenkins and J. H. Rich-| 8tage manager: Frank G. O'Neill
ards and Miss Bernadette Gaudet,| Executive: Mrs Frances Trainor.
(now Mrs. G. A. Huxford of Ply- | Mrs. Arthur Roper, Miss Hilda
mstock, Devonshire, England). Jenkins, Mrs. Robert Large, Miss
The pract'ce of conferring the|Dorothea Stewart, Pius Callaghan,
degree, each year, was discontinu-|Charles Bentley, Barry Budgen,
ed during wartime, but it is under- | Gecrge Burnett.
stcod was instituted aga'n, recent-| 'The Guild is at presext con-
1y. ducting a campaign for members,
It is interesting to note that all | who are being asked to pay a nom-
of the above C.D A.'s in addition|inal fee for the balance of this
to other dramat'c activitier, are|season. Begnning next Fall, it is
or have Dbeen actively connected | hoped that members joining now
with the Little Theatre Guild of [will renew their membership for
Charlottetevn and have been val-|the season of 1947-48 at the re-
uable factors in the success of the |gular yearly fee.
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OF

- CHARLOTTETOWN

. Is a Community Enterprise of which citizens may be proud.

Is recognized throughout Canada. :
3. Is well re-organized with more than 400 members enrolled to date.

' 4. Is prepared to carry through an interesting program for members.
5. Is still enroliing members.

6. Is gomg to improve and succeed accordmg to the support it receives
from citizens.

-

!\'H-A

Viemborship Cards covering the balance of this season may be obtained, on request from
Miss Hilda Jenkins, Chairman of the Membership Committee, or at -the Abegweit Gift
Court, 72 lnftop Street.

. is advortisoment Insertsd In the Interast of The Little Thestrs Gulld by: —

Moore & McLeod Ltd.—S. A. McDonald---Prowse Bros.




